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' resuming civillan aid, AP

- President of the National ﬁusembl}' of Cuba M Ricardn
Aldrcon, shows the press on Thursday in Montreal
‘the kind of plane Cuba shot down February 24 belonging to

I sthe Cuban American group, Brothers to the Rescue.

~ Alarcon said that the two planes were flying in Cuban air
‘§pace. i AFP/UNB photo

Eer to resume tles with Francet

er government said Thursday it was resuming normal

rtla nna with France. which were suspended following a

~amilit coup on January 27, and Paris confirmed it was
rts from Niamey.

Paris asked 85 French doctors and teachers working in

the West African country to resume their duties at the end of

/ February, officials said. -
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Firecrackers kill 76 in China:

Firecrackers killed 76 ple. injured another 61 and caused

_ peo
'}-  damage worth 32 million yuan (3.9 million dollars) during the

February 18-25 Lunar New Year period. China Daily reported
yesterday, AFP from Beijing.

Of the 4,540 fires ed in the’country's cities duﬂng
the festival rlnd I.’Ilﬂ!'t than 2,250 were caused by fire-
crackers, a ﬁﬁﬂ!‘ﬁ than last year, it said.

' F‘Irecmckcrn traditinn set off to sn:a:t off bad spirits,
have been outlawed in 130 Chinese cities.

45,000 newborns die in Ne alk: a

Icast 4,000 women and mare than 45.000 n
during childb every year in Nepal, the state-run English
k\ Hepal Daily reported on Thursda:,r AFF

Th-: newspaper also annnunmd a nation-wide "clean d:liv‘
ery awareness day” to be held today to try to bring the infant
death raté down.

The event, to be held in more than 20,000 localities
throughout the Himalay an nation. will include entertainment
ucation s by trained birth attendants, it said.
Kits to help maintain sanitary conditions during birth will also

. be dcnmnatrated and distributed.

. Taki wins Comoros

- election in the Comoros, accordin
+ in Moroni

| run-off od

- reports [rom Lagos.

' Nig

- The military

Taki Abdoulkarim has won the first rouiid of the dential

to official results released
terday, AFP reports from Moroni.

uuaf,;lnuf came in second and will fal::t: Taki in a

arch 16

The Electoral Commission said Taki had won 21.28 of the
against 15.71 per cent for Abbas. Omar Tamou came in

with 13.26 per cent.

g - ] L
eria seals border with Benin:
vernment has closed Nigeria's border with
Benin, stranding traders and travellers along a 370-mile
(600-km) stretch of frontier, news reports said Thursday, AP
- The action was an apparent retaliation for Benin's decision
-to close its border last wcgk before presidential elections,
without consulting Nigeria

As a result, Nigeria's ambassador to Benin was not allowed.
through the Benin side a week ago when he wanted to return
to Lagos for routine consultations, the News Agency of Nigeria

Abbas

VO
- thi

' reported.
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16 die in Malawi Pohce custodx:

Sixteenn people have died whilé in police custody in
Malawi capital Lilo . apparently because of overcrowding,
Reuter reports from a.nt:,rre

Malawi Police Inspector-General Patrick Chikapa said on
Thursday .that the 16 perished in police cells on Tuesday.
Chikapa did not say how the victims died, but a diplomat to d
Reuters: "It seems thcy died in overcrowded conditions."

Peres' popularity falls: israei premier
Shimon Peres allen behind his right-wing rival for the
first time in opinion polls for general elections in May, hurt
uslim suicide bombings threatening the peace
process, Reuter reports from Jerusalem:

A Smith Research Centre survey released on Thursday

o -showed that if the elections due on May 29 were held now,

right-wing Likud leader Benjamin Netanyahu would win 48
per cent of the vote compared with 46 per cent for Peres.
The poll cnmmiasinncd by lIsrael television underlined how
the bombing campaign has flattened the wave of public s
pathy Peres had n ridin since the November killin
preédecessor Yitzhak Rahln who launched the Midd e Eaat
process.

WHO favours sPeclal fund for ebola:

The World Health Organisation (WHO) favours setting up a
special Africa fund to carry out research into ebola fever and
other new viruses, its dlr:ctur-gencral said. AFP reports from
Kinshasa. :

~ Emerging diseass:- were a "priority” for WHO Dr Hiroshi
Nakajima said as the first international conference on ebola
fever wound up Thursday in Kinshasa.

Gin gﬁch for

Bolls: Makiairad .

lization" of Chechnya.

of his

China begins missile tests

near Taiwan amid crltlclsm

TA.IPEI le B: China ﬂred
three mided missiles into wa-
ters near Taiwan's two main

Et'ﬂl Friday, the Defence Min-
ry said, ng the start of
tests rattl the island ahead
of presidesftial ‘electfons. re-
ports AP.

The ground- to-grnund M-9
missiles were lobbed into mid
sea target areas ously a
nounced by the China, thc
ministry said without saying
where China launched them
from. '

Two landed aboyt 80 kilo-
metres (48 miles) west of
southern Kaohsiung port, and
another near the northern
port of Keelung, a ministry
slatement said.

China had announced Tues-
day it would conduct missile

‘tests mear Taiwan until March

15, in an effort to intimidate
the island province before its
first-ever direct presidential

elections on March 23

Réuter adds from Hong

Kon world governments
swiftly criticised China's firing
of mmsiles off Taiwan today

w'llh the US branding the tests
ative and reckless.”
er countries said Lhe act
fmﬂd threaten Asian stability.

Taiwan's Defence Ministry
said China had fired three sur-
face-to-surface missiles which
had landed in two areas of its
coast.

Washington condemned the
tests in t Talwan Strait,
which China said on Thursday
were designed to curb a sepa-
ratist moyement on the island
but pmcd no real danger to its

peo
gjtatr Dep artment spokes-
mari Hlfhﬂlas Burns reiterated
the US warning of unspecified
“consequences” il the launches

go wrong. saying: “There is
shipping of all kinds .... in the
area and people in the area.”

US House of Representa-
tives Speaker Newt Gi ;
-Ecaking on Thursday before

e tests began, said the mis-
sile mrclu ‘ll’.ll a "terrorist
act” that would become more
common in the post-Cold War
world.

"We are entering the
terrorism,” he told the H
Institute think-tank.

In Japan, Prime Minister
Ryutaro Hashimoto said Bet-
jing's actions had taken an
‘unfortunate direction.”

Respond quickly to the

e of

missile Hashimoto said
he rcgn:tu:d the Chinese
move, 7

He added that he had urged
Beljing to exercise self-re-
straint in its policy toward
Taiwan at a meeting with Chi-
nese Premier Li Peng at the.
Asia-Europe summit in
Ba.ngkok earlier this month.

Bﬂl.lln said the tests would

ten tension in the

expressed concern t
hld been fired so close to T:Iy
wWan.

An Indonesian official
source said the issue was a
sensitive one. nothing that
Jakarta-maintains its one China

policy,
N? Z;:llnd Prln:l: mbe
ter Jim r. spea
fore the tult‘: I:Ei
was concerned th-e tests wu.ld
disrupt | stability.
‘Leaving aside the e

impact on our trade, tests
are, a cause for concern be-
cause they pose a threat to
peace and stability in the re-

on to which New Zealand be-
ongs.” Bolger said in a state-
ment.

m.t- L]
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In this file phutﬂ which was Hln.nd by Chihese news
agency, Xinhua, July 31, '95, PLA second artillery troops
participate in a missile drill. Chinese Vice Premier
and Foreign Minister Qian Qichen said yesterday the
people of Taiwan "don't have to panic" over China's
missile exercises which began early Friday off Taiwan's

— AFP/UNB photo

Yeltsin agrees
on steps to end
war in Chechhya

GROZNY. Mar 8: Pressured
by the fiercest fighting in the
Chechen capital in a year Pres-
ident Boris Yeltsin said Thurs-
day that he and his Security
Council had agreed on steps m
end the war, reports AP.

His announcement came as
hundreds of troaps and a col-
umn of tanks rolled into
Grozny to reinforce Russian
forces under fierce attack from
Chechen rebels trying to re-
take the city.

Hundreds were reported
killed, and bodies were left ly-
ing in the street. A pall of
smoke hung over the city,
which shook with the roar of
tank cannons, mortar grenades
and gunfire.

e fighting was the heavi-
est in the capital since it was
seized by the Russians last
in the early weeks of the 15-
;nun:jl;—uéd warghl:jh has pro-
oundly damaged Yeltsin's pop-
;ularity as he seeks a HE!EI::I{]
term in June elections. He has
been promising for weeks to
bring it to an end.

But even as he announced
Thursday that he and the pow-
erful Security Council had

: on an outline of a pﬂ]ﬁi
to bring to an
Yeltsin refusggh nngtsclnu any
details, saying only that it pro-
vides for the "~ eaceful stabi-

He said the plan has a
“military aspect” and -calls for
Russian forces to "complete
the fighting."

Jordan to. help
Israel ﬁght

extremism

LONDON., Mar 8: Crown
Prince Hassan of Jordan called

today in a letter to the Times °

news])aper for a conference of
Israel and its neighbours to
stamp out terrorism, and
promised to help Israel fight
extremism, reports AFP.

"There must be a co-opera-
tive ‘effort to resolve the prob-
lem of terrorism among the
countries of our region who
seek peace,” he wrote.

The White House said late
Thursday that the United State
and Egypt were close to an
agreement on the details of a
terrorism summit that would

be held Wednesday in Sharm

el-Sheikh, E o w!th the par- '
ticipation President Bill

Clinton.

The US president also envi-
ainns Ening to Jerusalem dur-
e trip, added White
HﬂﬂSE spukesman Michael
McCurry.

Crown Prince Hassan said
in his letter today that "in a
lelephone conversation with
President Mubarak of Egypt
lﬂnt]Mumtdy and on Radio Is-
rae

HAVANA. Mar 8: Cuba may
ban US airline flights through
its airspace in response to US
sanctions . for downing two
small clvilian. planes. the
commmunist island nation said
on Thursday. reports AP.

"One of the options we are
considering is a prohibition for
US planes that ‘use the air
corridors Cuban terri-
tnr{ foreign ministry

eswomian Marianela Fer-
riul said, asserting that the
tough new sanctions would

_have little or no effect.

“The island will net double
over, it will not destroy the
revolution. nor nEect in
the Cuban economy,” said.

Officials did not say when

Cuba may ban US flights
its air corridors

they United States says Cuba vio-
airspace, but Foreign Minister
Roberto Robaina said in Mex-
ico City that it could ha
any time, noting that

cnnmnlrudyhuuwdfmm

airs
lcaflets over the country. The

might close thelr
hllcd international law by

%lhe planes in lnterna
tional

Alarcon told the
ment's Radio Rebe

at

uban nﬂ:rn

S airspace. Thursday that the country
Richardo Alarcon. ent could restrict its air corridors
of the Cuban . ralsed "if the United States continues
the possibility in Montreal on to tolerate the use of planes
Wednesday at a of the Cuba.”
International Civil Avia Or- President Clinton is ex-

isation, which is looking ﬂecttd to sign into law a bill

to' Cuba’'s shootdown of two ghtcnmg the US embargo on
plltlﬂ flown the anti-Castro

exile group Brothers to the Many US commercial flights

Rescue ont February 24. ass over Cuba. Closure would

Cubarhas accused Brothers orce airlines tﬂ divert around

of routinely violating Cuban a 750-mile long (1.200 km)

ace to drop subversive

snuth of US shores.

Huge arms seized in Colombo,

35 Tamils taken into custody

COLOMBO, Mar 8: Soldiers man v

and policemen hunting for
Tamil rebels in the capi-
tal discovered a cache of guns
and in a house

AP.

At least 35 Tamils in the

city's central Petfah neigh-
bourhood were taken- into
custody for ques . an of-

" ficial said on condition of

anonymi
- The utgock of arms included

grenades, two Chinese T-
56 assault rifles, a T-81 tht
machine gun, a pistol,

nes, and 524 rounds ul'

ammunition, said Maj. Tilak

{gl; ged &m&oﬂs stamps that

give Tnmllu frnm the North
permission to visit Colombo,

F‘rida!y. military officials said,
- and em

tensified searches of Tamil
neighbourhoods in Colombo
since a suspec
cide bomber rammed a truck
acked with explosives into

business district.
Police also found dozens of

artment uses to
. fear and suspicion among:

visa stamps dur-

ing the raid, which began rebels.
shortly after midnight Thurs- Troops guardi ng the capital
day. have built bunkers and put up

Government troops have in-
the streets.

Since the Central Bank ex-
ted Tamil sui- plosion,
another truck with 150 kilo-
grams (330 pounds) of

Central Bank in downtown sives cnncealed in its ﬁtel“tfrltk

Colombo on January 31, killing and two rockets and 16 hand
3& ple, injuring more than grenades packed in two large
0 and devastaung the plastic dolls.
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The bombing, the deadliest

. ever in Celombo, has created
an unprecedented sense of
its
* residents. Rumours . abound of
more possible attacks by the

sandbags and barbed wire in

police have discovered
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For

beauty's sake

HONG KONG: An accountant was jailed for over twﬁ years

fnr l’tﬂalt

adu:t hcrejr:nf
nyrrpurum:utﬂ

HK dollar 2.6 million (US 338.000 dollar] from
employers in order to enlarge her breasts.
and reshape her eyebrows. a report said

The court heard on Thursday that 24-year-old Ivy Lai
Ching-Yi stole the cash from the company ang used anmvg of it
for intensive cosmetic surgery. the South China Morning Post

paper
Lai pleaded guilty to theft and the judge jailed her for two
years and four months. The defendant ‘h

eXPr essed remorse

and returned some of the money after she was fnund out.

Internet mblem

SINGAPORE: The free flow of infnrmatlun brings problems

as well as

"In cyberspace,
s. The

unities and the Internet is a
Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong said Thursda

good examplie,
reports AP.

pornography is :asrr available to
to mak 4

e bombs and other weapons

of mass de-tml:ttnn and terrorism are easily obtained.” Goh

said.
Cunumm

Net recently pro
action. As a resulit,
temporarily removed some 200 sex-related newsgroups from

their global service.
"Similarly. Japan

ne? The

The

thlt

curb the excesses in
He did not mention

aphy and Nazi propaganda on the
mpted the German .goverament to take

. an American online server,

American, Britain and France have also
thulewtm publish objectionable material on the -
experience nf these and other countries shows
ments are not entirely helpless in their ability to

" Goh added.

poﬂ:u move to compel Internet

access providers to censor material on sex. religion and

politics.

Because she wasn't a man

READING,
as the
Mc

And
Windsor Cutl: ch
Rndl

England where she's a

England: Webster's Dictionary

of A male voice between tenor and bass. Joan
is a baritone but she’'s not a man.

at's why she's lost her case

defines baritone

AP.
the uunn

choir at a jobs disputes t:uun at
hm]Muletdm

Donou:h . the wife of a Church of

is a membcr the choir at Leeds Universi

vicar,
in norther
is so

student. Her

she sometimes stands is as bass voiee in the choir and —« h
honour — she's been invited on occasions to -tn; with

Royal Choral Sodlety.

she saw an ad in the church

t year,
Church Times for the
George's Cha
weekend home near Reading.

per the

post of baritone chorister at St.
pel at Windsor Castle, Queen Elizabeth II's

UNSC retains ban against Baghdad

Jordan in

jets'

'spare parts' boun d for Iraq

AMMAN, Mar 8: Jordan has
intercepted a cnmlgnmtnt nl'
combat aircraft lf
headed for Iraq
ment said Thurld
third shipment E d-
bound military-related material
seized here in' three months,

reports AP.
dad, which denied it

was involved In the earlier
shi nt seized by Jordan.
sald the spare parts were for

Russian -built
used for crnp raying in
northern Iraq were Mol
banned under any UN. resolu-
tion.

i-2 helicopters

The official Iragi H:w:
an unidentified
Foreignmi as

saying that spares of this t
have been imported belore

with the a al of the Rome-
hased F and culture
ﬂr tion, a UN agency.

spare parts were im-
ported under ect proce-
dures and have UN approval to
be supplied for agricultural
purposes,” INA quoted the

- spokesman as saying.

At the United Nations,
spokesman Ahmed Fawzi said
lt1 a‘:i UN Empt;ﬂ(?:ﬁd committee

not yet a a uest
from the FAO to import the
equipment, but approval is
:l“ut!ng gru:tnd and the crop
us equipment is s
directly to the FAO In .

Jordan's announcement was
made as the UN Securit
Council met to discuss its
and a half year emnumic_un-

Iéhﬂ-m:wm :H-'i"ir-"i -:-‘E e e

A stretch of land in a village near Antalya (Turkey) on Thursday is broken up into jigsaw-
like pieces following a huge landslide which hit and cleared two thirds of the village wiping

out some 50 huuaes and killed at least five people.

— AFP/UNB photo

Itmthe'

" viewed

bargo in Irnq The 15-member
council continued economic
sanctions against Irag. and
members said the reported
seizure of Irag-bound contra-
band and the of two re-
turning defectors showed
Iraq's government cannot be
trusted. ;

Reuter adds from United
Nations, the Security _.ounecil
on Thursday deci to retain
sanctions against Iraq in a
session overshadowed by
forthcoming talks between
United Nations and Baghdad
officials on a possible oil-for-
food deal.

The embargoes are re-
two months be-
hind ¢l doors without a
yvote. No member so far has
moved to lift them.

Thursday's meeting was the
30th since (rade bans were
imposed shortly after Bagh-
dad's troops invaded Kuwait in
August 1990. The council's de-
cision was expected.

US Ambassador Madeleine
35 t again blasted Iraqi
ent Saddam Hussein,
"Wt have ample and incontro-
vertible evidence that Saddam
and his regime will break
romises, disavow signatures,
ie, cheat, bully, murder and
put the interests of a select
and privileged few over mil-
lions of desperate and op-
citizens,” she said.
“This is why we don't trust
Iraq to give up its ultimate de-
signs on Kuwait,”" she said. ac-
cording to d written text.

Security across Kashmir
stepped up

SRINAGAR. India, Mar 8:
Security was step up across
the troubled Indian state of
Kashmir today ahead of a
protest - called by Muslim
rebels to denounce alleged
atrocities by the Indian au-
thorities, police said, reports
AFP.

" Hundreds of policemen and
paramililary treops were de-
Eluged in Srinagar. the urban
of Muslim secessionist
drive, to thwart a sit-in by a
top Muslim ratist leader in
the heart the Kashmir
summer capital, police said.

Public gatherings have been
banned across the Himalayan
state and witnesses said riot
squads and armed troops were

trolling Srinagar's downtown

| Chowk Quarter, the pro-
; posed venue of the protest.

"It ( Lal Chowk) looks like a
heavily-guarded fortress.”" a
witness said.

Top Kashmiri rebel leader
Shabir Ahmed Shah had

planned a sit-in today at Lal
Ehnwk to protest alleged hu-
man rights violations by the
Indian security lorces in
Kashmir, India's only Muslim-
majority state.

The 43-vear-old Shah. who
was declared a “prisoner of
conscience” by Amnesty Inter-
national. has spent a total of
some 20 years in jail, He was
released two years ago after a
five-year prison term.

Shah esca an assassina-
tion attempt Wednesday in the
town of Pampore. 15 kilome-
tres (nine miles} south of Sri-

nagar.

sharply increasing

defence spending

WASHINGTON, 'Mar 8: The
United States must sharply in-
crease weapons u nd and

its .spy capabili or
increasing lﬁl.':l.l.l'lt}' risks
“the age of terrorism,”

use S Newt Gingrich
laid Thursday, reports AP.

JERUSALEM Mar 8: Yasser
Arafat, who has lived most of
his polluca] life in the cross-
fires of wars and crosshairs of
would-be assassins, is a diffi-
cult man to pin down, reports

AP. .

The Palestinian leader sent
h}ﬁp?lllc: to arrest the leaders
of the

on mﬂx E Glfn&:h nmnhu“d: €NCT .| Hamas, which has tried to
wrndk the peace process with
the Clinton administration of a devastating series of suicide
sending troops around the o
Vide them with stSe eamis. | _ But he attended the funeral
ment. P | of assassinated Hamas bomb
e e are. in fact, en maker Yehiya Ayyash, calling
¢ of terrorism.” G him a "struggler and martyr
JIL!mﬂ e've had . this f for the Pal cause.
ﬂmm Berlin Arafat also laces his s h,
ihe fall of the hod with references to
ﬂth::dtycqcuiﬁ'mdumhuu- ltnn'ntha canmean
|

"holy war" in some contexts or

Islamic: movement -

pulitical struggle in others.
Israelis are demanding that
the real Arafat stand up and

- show he is committed to the

peace process.
Some of Prime Minister

Shimon  Peres' Cabinet mem- -

bers are saying Israel should
no longer rely on Arafat to
keep order and instead do the
juh with its own security
forces.. :
"The quuatiun is, what is
the alternative to Arafat?” said
Shmuel Gorerni, who ran Is-
rael's, militarﬂ government in
the West ‘Bank and Gaza Strip
until the advent of Palestinian

autonomy ;n 1994, ; -
nly option to relyin
nnT\hh.[n g-: said, was to sen
c army back to the West
Gaza Strip towns. But

e

in 27 years of occupation, Is-
rael's army didn't halt violence
there, and practices such as
house demolitions, midnight
raids and mass arrests only
bred more hatred. .

Instead, Goren, a retired

llnr general, believes Arafat

respord if lsrael and the

W:st k:l:p up the ure.
- Part of that pressure is
demonstrating that Israel still
has the to affect day-to-
day life in a major way. The
gnvcmmml has a to-
tal ban on work in Israel,
halted travel between Pales-
tinian cities and raided Hamas
centers.
bu“Arntfnt is doin

t not enough,”

an interview, "He has hl.- m
dimcu]upl. but I'm sure that if

hi: s pushed he can do more.”
For more than 30 years,
however, Aralat's style has
been to mix a little force with
a lot of political maneuvering
and pursue a seerningly con-
tradictory policy.
* Tel Aviv University political
scientist Meir Litvak calls it
Arafat's "yes-and-no policy.”
Arafat wants the pro-
cess to continue because it will,
advance his goal of getting an
t state, Litvak said.
For that, he needs lIsrael and
talks
But he also wants to main-
tain Palestinian unity — so he
hints that he agrees with some
of the aspirations of Hamas,
whlnh to establish an ls-
lamic state in all of former
Palestine, and replace the

Jewish state that exists in
what is now Israel.

Because he needs Hamas to
consolidate power., Arafat has
apparently tolerated a certain
number of attacks on Israell
civilans — as as they were
not launched from PLO-con-
trolled areas.

"I don't think that for him
ace is a value in itsell.” said
tvak. "Peace is a price he has

to pay.”

Arafat also has blamed his
troubles on conspiracies and
the meddling of outside pow-
ers such as Iran.

On Thursday, he told the
inaugural session of the
elected Palestinian legislative
council that the top of their
agenda "is to keep the peace
and make it stronger.”

Rebels of Sierra

'Arafat to choose between Palestinian unity and peace

gest the recent violence in
which 58 innocents died was
the resuit of a bizarre conspir-
acy between Israeli
radicals and Palestinian ex-

Leone ampute
hands of dozens

FREETOWN, Sierra Leone
Mar 8: Rebels amputated the
hands of dozens ol Sierra
Leoneans who voted in last

But he then went on to sug-

right-wing

tremists. month's presidential election.
R and threatened more amputa-
He's trying to evade re- : : o e,
sponsibility, and blame it on tions if voters defy their order

Israel,” said Barry :
litical scientist at Bar-llan Uni-
versity.

changed his rhetoric dramati-

to boveot! 1 run oll on March

Hatblu < po 18. reports AP

Photographs of votlers

But Rubin said Arafat had
whose hands were amputated

cally since the Israel-PLO | during and after the lirst
ace eement in Septem round of balloting on February
1993. dro all claims 26-27 appeared in the Con

to Israeli territory and ending cord Times For Di People, and
talk of armed struggle. Arafat's | other newspapers Thuisday
Fatah faction has also halted with the new warning from

attacks
past three years he added

Revolutionary United Fromnt

inst lsrael for the
ag» rebeils




