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NEWS BRIEFS

. Peace march

A ‘peace march of profes-
sion intellect yes-
terday the city streets
seeking immediate resolution
of the current political crisis.
Teachers, journalists, physi-
cians,  engineers. ia
writers, agriculturists and cul-
tural activists pnrlir:lpnled in
the ec?tdu procession. also
joined by a large number of
commonman, rt:purl.n UNB.

Bpi]grinnltﬂbdh
Pak bus

=19

eight peugt were killed and
34 inijun: ltoday ;I-Imn a bus
carrying pilgrims plunged into
a ditch nuﬁhc southern city
of Hyderabad. the Associated
Press of Pakistan (APP) re-
ported.It sald the pilgrims
were returning I'rnm the
shrine of a Muslim saint,
Shanbaz Qalandar, in Sehwan
town. reports AFP.

Muslim worshipper
killed in Kashmir
MU ARABAD . Pakistan-
;untlmll l{zhuhmlr Mar B: A
uslim worshipper was killed
and several nlfl\)crn injured to-
day when lndian troops
opened fire on ue in a
border village ln the disputed
state of Kashmir, officials here
said. Indian troops resorted tr:r
‘unprovoked ﬁﬁn%
Madarpur village. 50 kilome
ters west of Poonch when thl:
Imam had just started Jumma
prayers, they said. reports AFP.

Russian

minister
goes to Chechnya

MOSCOW, Mar 8: Russian
Interior Minister Ana Ku-
likov headed to Chechnya to-
day for talke with military
commanders and Chechen
representatives on settling the
contflict in the republic. -
siann news agencies reported.
Kulikov. who was accompanied
by pro-Moscow Chechen
leader Doku Zavgayev. was to
meet with representatives of
Chechen administrativé and
law enforcement bodies on
‘ways to resolve the crisis in
the republic according to the
directives" of President Boris
Yelltsin, the Interior Ministry
said. reports AFP.

b -

5 die in US army
c crash
WASHINGTON, Mar B: A

US army helicopter on a night
fraining mission crashed in a
snow storm in Kentucky.
killing all five people aboard.
a1l Aarmy spokesman said today.
The MH-47 Chinook heli-
copter {rom the 160th special
nperalions aviation regiment
crashed in the vicinity of Rus-
seliville. Kentucky at 10 pm
500G (:MT) Thursday Major

Joe Howell 5t Fort Canpbeli
Kentucky sadd. reports A#P

Sangskritik Jote
rally tomorrow

samnmilita Sangskritik Jote
il argamise a rally in front of
‘rie Jativa Press Club at 3 pm
‘wmorrow 1o extend jts sup-
port to the norn-stop nen-co-

pEratinr programme SpoTti
Hrs”‘fl try Awarrd League, re-
j#rts " INH

rs.
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to initiate dialogue

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister and BNP
Chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia has requested President

r Rahman Biswas to invite
all political parties to sit for a
dialogue tor resolving the pre-
sent political impasse.

This was disclosed by joint
secretary Pgrnrral of the ruling
BNP and Food and Agriculture
Abdul Mannan
briefing at his Bailey Road offi-
cial residence in the city last

night.

the President to convene a dia-
logue as she wants an early so-
lution to the trisig, is very sin-
cere about it and thinks we are
very close to' a solution.”
Mannan Bhuivan told the
newsmen 10: 2{]

The B leader further

o P

“her recent
League chief Sheikh Hasina.

__ political.
"Just a few minutes back
' the Prime Minister requested

said that the Prime Minister
was yet to receive a reply to
letter . to Awami

"But we have come to know

that the opposition parties are

ready to participate in talks, if
initiated by the President. This
s why the Primme Minister has
made the request 1o the
President.,” Mannan Bhuiyan
added.
When asked if only the agi-
tating itical parties or all
arties wbuld be in-
vited to Lhe dialogue. Bhuiyan
said its a matter to be decided
by the President.
" In reply t6.a gquestion on

the timing of the proposed
dialogue, the Food and

Agriculture Minister said it~

depends on the President.

He. however. declined 1o

clarify whether the PM njet

m«mw«u&mm

FAISALABAD
Mar 8. Bookmakers are putting
their money on Sri Lanka to
win f{ts quarterfinal match
against England and even

on defending ¢
Pakistan to win its game
against their old rival India.
reports AP.

Billed as the dream match
of the World Cup tournament,
India and Pakistan meet to-
morrow in Bangalore in India.

It has been nearly seven
years since Pakistan has pia
in India, largely because of the
troubled relationship between
the two unfriendly neighbours.

Hindu exiremists have
threatened to disrupt the Ban-
galore match but security is
tight

Pakistan had to cancektwo
previous tours to India in 1992
and 1993 after loyalists of
Hindu militant leader Bal
Thackeray dug up Bombay's
Wankhede Stadium pitch to
preven! the tour.

On Friday. police said fans
will not be allowed to wave ¢i-

(Pakistan),

ther Indian or Pakistani N
in the stadium in Bangalore
an attempt to avoid trouble.

Up te 2.000 policemen and
Rapid Aclion Force
Commandos will be stationed
around the stadium, and 120

olicemen will be in the
uslim neighbourhoods of the
southern Indian city

Many of H#angalore's
Muslims appearcd nervous that
they could be largetedt bw

Hindu radicals if Pakistan wins

“l am not going Lo drive my
taxi tomorrow. | will stay
home.” said Abdul Latif Karim.

Vs
at 10:00 BST. India vs
Pakistan at 15:00 BST. BTV
will telecast the second
match live. For detailed re-

ports see pages 10,11,

a Mushim taxd driver

“If Pakistan wins. there will
surely be trouble. We will not
be spared.” said Karim.

Meanwhile, Pakistan s
skipper Wasim Akram was
confident of a victo

‘India is a g side but |
think we stand a better fhnmr
of beating then " Akram said

On paper. Pakistan. the
reigning champion. is favoured

the President or telephoned
latter to make her request.
When a newsman pointed
out that the sition wants
resignation the Prime

Miuisier prior tu any dialogue,
the BNP leader said, "there are
many demands. but all. con-
cerned should be a little con-
siderate about these demands.”
~ About the timing of a fresh
¢électionn. he said it would be
held as soon as possible.
When nis attcnlian
drawn to Sheikh Hasina's

was
plan

. to urge the.people and the

rofessional bodies to initiate
ormation of a caretaker gov-
ernment after March 10, the
BNP Joint Secretary General

sajd. "there is no such right or
SCOpe”,

Mannan Bhuiyan ur the
agitating Opposition, ough

See Page 12 col ?
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to beat India. The countries
hiave played 4] one-day cricket
matches. Pakistan won 27,
India won 12 and two games
were rained out.

In 1989 in their last com-
petition in Indla, Pakistan won
the Nehru Cup.

Following Sri Lankas as.
tounding batting performance
and three straight wins book-
makers say an win by England
would be a mni pset in the
12-nation World {.up lourna-
nrent.

Sri Lanka skipper Arjuna
Ranatunga. however, daid he
would rather see his team start
as \M

"We dnnt want te be
favourites,” Ranatunga said.
"We want to be underdogs as
Lstiad ”

Sri Lanka anped Group A
with 10 points with wins over
Zimhabwe and India. They also
were gifted two earlier victo-
ries by Australia and West
Indies, both of whom refused
to play their World Cup
matches in Sri Lanka.

England however has won
mily against tourmament new-
comers the Netherlands and
United Arab Emirates and has

lost to New Zealand. South
Alrica and Pakistan.

Series of processions, rallies in City
Women demand equal rights

The International Wuﬁtnl
Day was observed yesterday in
the country with a call for
g?u&l rights and Elfﬂm

women in all
To mark the day. different
government and non-govern-

ment organisations arra

. vartous programmes incl

. seminars.

rallies and cultura

- functions.

The Ministry of Women and
Children Affairs (MOWCA) or-
ganised a discussion meeting

' at the Osmani Memorial Hall

Addressing the meeting as
chief guest, State Minister for
Woemen and Children Affatrs.
Begum Sarwari Rahman. said
the government is draflting a
national policy and a plan of
action for women s develop-
ment

The State Minister called
upon all concerned to continue

. their efforts for the advanee-
ment of women particularly in

-_—— g =

| the

fields of educraion and
t

ari aleo siresser] the

By Staff Correspondent

need for creati AWATPriess
among woinen of their nights
to help check “oppression” on

WOIRen in society

"Oppression on woMmen
could curbed through the
implementation of existing of
laws. t action by police
and judiciary concerning cri-
mes committed against wom-
en. and by making women mo-
re conscious of their rights
the State Minister said

. Edgonislonpeged
The meeting was also aft-
dressed by Eimit Watanabe,
Coordinator of the UN in
Bangladesh. Sirajuddin Ahmed.
Joint Secretary. MOWCA M
Akmal Hossain secretary-in
charge, MOWCA. Anis Salem.
UNICEF representative and
Begum Selima Rahman. Chai-
rman. Jatiya Mahtla Sa
EarWer. the Jatiyo Mahila
Sangstha organised a women's
ocession from the National

frseum to the Dmnr
Memorial Hall

The International Women's
Day Observance Committee,
comprising 28 women's bodies
and some development organi-
sations brought out a colourful
rocession from the city's
angla "Motor area
Ramna Park. where a rall
A cultural function was he

About 1500 women, some
in wheel-chairs took part in
the procession carrying ban-
ners and festoons and chanti
slogans demanding equa
rights, justice and respeet for
all women.

During the rally at the
Raimna Botomul Rawnak Jahan
read out a declaration on be-
half of the Conmunitiee demand

ing equal job opportunities and
wagrs lor woinen. egual rights

and

al home and at aces s
well as egual share
The Sammiljto Nari "-f:.

also brought out a
lrom the Central '-ihnhrrd
Minar to the National Museum
where |1 held a rally

Sev Page 12 col 7

| Opposition
. welcomes,
reiterates

conditions
'~ Star Report

The mainstream op tion
yesterday indicated that it
would accept a Presidential
initiative for a dialegue. but
said it would join the talks
provided some of its condi-
tions were fuliilled.

Prime Minister and BNP
chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia last night requested Presi-
dent Abdur Rahman Biswas to
inftiate a dialogue with the op-
position political parties to
end the long-drawn political

See Page 12 Col 4
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‘Allout non- -cooperation

The mainstream opposition
launches an indefinite non-co-
operation movement .today
demandin canceﬂnttun of the

* February ch:ral elections,

resignation of the present gov-
ernment and fresh election
under a caretaker government.
~ The movement sponsored
by Awami League. Jatiya Part

and Jamaat-e-Islami aims at

pressing home these demands.

As part of the amme,
the three parties have called
overnment
offices including the Secreta-
rial, non-government offices of
deputy commissioner, tharna
nirbahi officers. 'semi-gover-

I nment and autonomous bodies.

all courts, banks and insurance
co nies and educational
institutions.

They have also called for a

total halt 1o all nfechanised -
road, rail and water transports,

By StaﬂComuymdmxt

air services and. ﬁpeuttnn nl‘

the sea ports.

Hospital. ammbulance ser-

IIEHFTIUHB H

fire brigade, #ﬂl

ation, vehicles nnrlnl
urnalists m .- ! -

corporations. vehicles urfyjng

- journalists and n
vehicles invelved inmchﬁnpgt;

gas, water, fertiltser and fuel
supply will remain out of the

50 hurt during
repolling in
Narayangan

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Mar 8:
Over 50 people were injured.
15 with bullet, when anti-
election activists clashed with
police and BDR during re-

lling in 34 centres in the

ﬂrwangani 5 constituency in
the town today.

Witnesses said over one
thousand cocktails were ex-
ploded and at )least one hun-
dred shots were fired by the
activists during the four-hour
clashes which began on the
Bangabandhu Road at 7:30 am.

Police [ired at least 40
rounds of tear gas shells and
40 shots, Shaheen. 25, one of
the acrmuu.}y injured persons,
:aa admitttd u}n t:hc

arayanganj Hospi with a
bullet in his eye. Others
who were admiiited to differ-
ent clintes and hn: tals in-

dhd-e pory
zad. %5 hel

Swapan Sarkar, 20, Mosharraf.
See Page [2 col 8

City BNP slates
opposition
programme

A joint meeting of the
Dhaka Mohanagari BNP held
yesterday evening condemned
the indefinite programme
thrown by several opposition
pullticnl Euruﬂ from today.

Tzrnﬂn the prugrlmmr as

;nli -people 'hand Iulllng
the poor” the meetin
served that hatred had 50:!

oped in the mlndu of peopl

inst the politiclans hel:luat
ol such attitude of the
Opposition.

Held at its office premises.
the meeting was presided over
by the unit Prestdent Lt Gen
(retdd Mir Shawkat Alli while
party leaders including

See Page 12 Col 2

Exporters
concerned

Exporters have expresaed
dﬂ:l] concern as their indus-
Irial units are on the verge of
collapse due to the two-year-
old nagging political crisis.
signalling a bleak prospect of
the economy. reporta UNB.

In a statement yesterday.
the rters Association of
Bﬂllﬂlﬂé)o‘:h (EAB) urged Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia

and Opposition leader Hhrikh

Hasina to rise above their gan
lines and resolve the crisis h}r
dint of statesman-like wisdom
Relerring to the planned
non-cooperation. the associa-

See Page 12 col 6
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By Staff Correspondent

At least two people were

killed in BDR firing in
while a teen un:d
ore-

during repolling in 'K.i

ganf succumbed Jo his infuries -

lcrdaﬁr
ing also cﬂuld not be
held ln Eﬂmjganj

Our Curre:pnndem from
Rangpur says, at least two peo-

le were and more than

injured when BDR opened

fire on o ition activists who

raised cades to stop re-

polling in three constituencies
of the district yestesday.

Local people, however,
claimed that fi ple were
shot dead in the three con-
stituencies.

"I'hey sald Sudha a l0

, died in ﬂr—
High School in
atfapvotxt 10 hm.

Fohcc confirmed the death
of Kapil (45) at Taraganj where

ﬁusiunn anurttl claimed
Twenty five

EE! position sources cﬂhned
the aths of twb more.

ur-3 constituency and
said removed their l;u:i
ies.

They said BOR personnel
went door to door in CU Bazar,
Hazipara Daktarpara, Sarkar-
para. Jugipara. Sheorapara
arcas and beat up the ptog%
mercilessly. lea - some 3
residents, inoclud women
and children, in

The paramilitary force also
swung into Hﬂﬂl in

Hullpara % g:lde-
und:r a thlﬂ-l.. Frqﬂr “mt

“:l of
fﬁe BDR cliun

SeePagcliml?

begins today

- movement, satd separate press

vice, pharmacies, food shops,
*groceries, fire brigade, vehi-
cles of municipalt and c:ﬂ;y :

releases of AL,"JP and Jamaat

last nigh

Eshaws however, would
hc cxcmptr,d from the pro-
gramme after 10 am everyday.

Meanwhile, the three par.

ties brought out separate pro-
cessions in different areas of
thtsr city yesterday to drum L

l!"l:l port for their movement.

ets, icularly those
of grocery and food items, at-

 tracted larger number of hu

.ers yesterday than on

- pormal Fridays. Many buvrra

purﬁ-:w of non- -covperation  eas.
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dHasina tellsrlawzers' ;'_allfk
People will form govt
if President fails

By Staff Carrespondent

Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina has said if the
President does not form a
caretaker government by to-
morrow, the people and the
professional bodies would take
inftiative to form it.

Shetkh Hasina was address-
ing a grand rally' organised by
the Ban Lawyers' Coor-
dination Council at the Supr-
eme Court ises yesterday.

"We will appeal to the peo-

le ‘and all the professional
odtes to take in.tiative to
lorm a non-party caretaker
dovernment for holding elec-
tion to the sixth Parliament if
the President does net do so
by March 10 and to announce a
fresh schedule for the elec-
lions,.” Hasina said.

The AL chiefl rc.l|rct|:d the

February 15 parliamentar
elections terming it a 'farcic
one and alleged that 70 Hw:a

were lost in violence during
the ‘86 called' elections. She
held the Election Commission

and the ‘illegal BNP rgow-
thr

responsible

The nation is now divided —
the BNP government, BDR.
Army and Police are on the
ofie side and the people are on
the other side. she said.

Hasina demanded release of
'25.000° political activists and

leaders arrested recen
March 9. ﬂy i

Justifying her dcmn.nﬂ for
lll;f caretaker governmernt she

d that after the m of
Eebru 15. it was nuwh widely

nown how corrupt this

ernment could be whrﬁt
came to vote steal

"No election can fatr and
free under such a government,

s can only

so [ree and fair
be ensured if held under a

non-party ntutraf carstaker

government,” Hasina said,

The AL President .
government to {m i
stop all repolling. Sheued'

upon the me Minister to
step down as she (PM) had al-
ready "aecepted the idea of a

carctaker

t. :
She efﬁmned the need

for a truly representative
ernment and said only dﬂ'ﬁgcv
racy can ensure economic
emancipation and ' political
stability.

The ‘grand rally’, attended
by representatives of different
district bars of the country,
was presided over by Council
Convener. Advecate Shamsul

Huq Chowdhury.

t was addressed by,

otlivr political leaders: m

Khan Menon, Nirmal Sen,

Hasanul Huqg lnu, AT M Maha-
See Pagr 13 ﬂnl 3
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Kangalini Bufia mnd-rtng Baul nnnll l.t the Rimna Batamul in the' city af
function organised by the International Women's Day Celebration Committe¢ yestet-
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| Shantibahini

Mowie Road

ilﬁrl'mntu

complained of shortage of
fresh meat. fish and vegetable.

The inter-district bus ter-
minals and the laundglj terminal

in the city enced a buge
ﬂﬂh of leaving the city.
Rickshawpullers were fouynd, -

charging fare munch more
’ﬂ'l:ln the normal in various ar-

'Accept 5-pt

proposal
- immediately’

Opposition leader Sheikh
Hasina yesterday called on theg
people to start an allout noy-
cooperation from toddy until
tht fall "autocratic. vote-

. esrrupt BNP gov-

rt UHH
..TEFMY P‘tkm ﬂ!lt ‘k lll.'liim]i:":;:l ; utaterﬁcnh

the governmemt to ac- :
ctpt hﬁr 5—- int proposal for
immnd:int: solution of the |

nn&n%l litical crisis. -
the BNP ,chairperson i,
sincere to mitigate the .
uuffcﬂn of the ]:L then
she -!hnuld immediately accept

the s to mdlthe ?nﬁis
posal includes
,rl:ltane of alrm opposition lead-

ers and wurkcrs from jail by
Mmh 8. cancellation of farci-
cal election of F 15 aﬂr.j

rugnnttm of the go
he also prop

th:c

o

‘President's initia for an all
the forma-
_government
holding a
h 12 Col 5

Injured city BNP
leader dies

By DMCH Cnrre?nndent
‘A _ward-Jevel leader of the
angladesh Nationalist Party
(BN who received bullet
wounds at Adabar in the city
on Saturday died at the Dhaka

mﬁltll Bullte Hospital
eceasc

murnin%
The Faruk Hos-
- sain Babul, 40. joint secretary
of Ward No 42, sustained bullet
injurtes in his head and belly
when a gang of about five
ar men attacked him near
his house early Saturday Ac-
cording to report

Faruk, son nf offe Badsha
Miah of 61 North Adabar, Mo-
hammadpur, succumbed to
_his !n!u;'llu at the SMCH at

amgcntr:r ay. med-

ical sources sai
- The attackers in two motor-
bikes intercepted Faruk's bike

1 when he was returning to his

lhouse at around 2 am. accord-
| ing to sources.

2 Shantibahini
men killed

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Mar 8: Two

Ismalt mtlhﬁﬂmt - men were killed

! separate incidents

at Khﬂflnhhan and Bandarban

hill districts, law enforcing
agency sources said.

One of the victims was
identified as Amar Bikash
Chakma, 26. Amar was shot
dead during an exchange of
[ire with securitymen at

Parachhara village of Panchhari
thana uﬂdﬂ‘_ﬁh&gmthhari dis-

! e of fire began
at 10 pm when the security-
.men challenged a group of
men who were
engaged in collecting tolls

& > passing vehicles by
' cade on Parach-
: ' road. the sources added.

Another Shantibahini man
was beaten to death by a mob
last night In Duluchharapara

area under Bandarban district

when a
men wen

p of Shantibahini
there to collect tolls

“from the villagers.

Teenaged girl
 shot dead

. 1n'Ctg
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Mar 8: A 14
years old girl, was shot dead
and three other pedestrians
were injured with strdy bullets
when seme masked gunmen

¢ at a house at
in the city this

: and hospi-
1 aldso uﬂloded

eeing

o 00

1-1-. ,

ﬁ.,.. _ n', ﬂllﬂ local l:'hamrd

ltnﬂul sald the girl was
factory worker but
identify her.



