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territory with West Bank

JERUSALEM. Mar 7: Israel
has tanks along the
edge its territory with the
West Bank for the first time
since the Middle East war in
1967. military officials told
AFP today.

The tanks were mainly de
Ployed on heights mrlooking

P*lltltlnlln autonomous
towns of Tulkarem and
Qalgilya and their surround-

following a wave of
Palestinian militant suicide

bombings which have leflt 60
dead since 25.
Some 2,000 extra troops
* and border guards were also
thfplo}"ed in the area to pre-
any Palestinians infiltrat-
Ing Intn the area from the West
Bank which has been closed
since the first bombing on
February 25.
" %hT' is no question ui:'
unc an operation wit
these but only to over-
- Jook the ll"l.'.‘l.l to t ter-
rorists Israel to
out furthﬂ' | tach'_ the
told AFP.
He added they were ued
with infma-red equipmen

detect any night movements
Palestinians. by

Meanwhile the first session
of Palestinian Self-Rule Council
opened in the presence of
President Yasser Arafat here
today in the midst of a crisis
over Hamas suicide bom p

Arafat arrived to the sounds
of the Palestinian anthem bi-
ladi at the council's Gaza City
headquarters.

He was a police salute
as he arrived for the historic
occasion, after the 88-strong
council was elected in the first
Palestinian elections in
Jan in the West Bank, Gaza
Strip and annexed east
Jerusalem.

During the ina
the ;gunntl will :ﬁﬂm first
and Speaker

Arafat was to m:ldm- the -
session which was attended by
about 60 guests from Arab and
other countries, notably the
United States, Egypt.
Morocco, Qatar and Bahrain
. However, the event has
been overshadowed by the
crisis ered by a wave of
anti-israeli suicide bombings
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peuplemhunman explosion at a
bank south of the Bahraini capital, the

reported yutrrdny

ltmthemﬂmhﬁtaﬂtyﬁnc:amnf
erupted in December 1994. Security
scene after the explosion late Wednesd
* teller machine in Issa Town, just south of

AFP reports from

political unrest
forces ruahed to the
at an automatic
capital Manama,
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US'to send Mlgts to Jordan: .

United States will send 34

hrlhouttnmunth'tnmkindtrﬂnmth
nn lh'l: Defence De

the. r

to Jordan in mid-April
forces in
rtment announced on

ter reports from Washington.
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Thailand's six female officers w

ne:t month, Xinhua
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E_O Indlans

mmm:i
use. to travel to the Uhit

Il.'llltll!l hutmllnnhrtun brief fighter

mhtpmmutedtum:‘nn of

lll the three services of the. armed forces. the:
CMnd hmdquarttrl and the office of the
Secrzu.ry I:Ir.lenne in the mid-year reshuffle
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_ The file picture deted January 11, 1096 shows Chechen
- commander Salman Raduyev, who spearheaded the

hostage-taking in Dagestan in January. Raduyev died in
the town of Urus-Martan, 40 km (25 miles) west of Grozny

on Wednesday, from head injuries he

received overnight

Sunday in an ambush on his car, a Russian officials was
“quoted as saying by Interfax.

DPRK rejects
- ROK's call
fqr dialogue

SEOUL, March 7: North

Korea today rejected a South
Korean call for dialouge, citing
what if called "traitor” presi-
dent Kim Young-sam's recent

.remarks calling the « North
fragile and Hable to collapse,
AFP.

"There is no need to sit face
to face with such anti-national.
anti-reunification elements as

the Kim Y and
thrash mt%u lnﬁl’l)ﬂp
said Pymﬂ l mﬂuthpi:c:
news

"U natlnn Il to be free
from disasters. they should be
" retnoved,” it added.
It quoted the South Korean
Pr as saying during a

visit to Singapore last week

|

thll the North poses a threat

o the region and calling its
government as (ragile as a dis-
abled plane that could collapse,

— AFP/UNB photo

US blames ma

WASHINGTON, Hnr 7: The
United States on Wednesday
accused many countries of
cnmmitting ‘'widespread
abuses of human rtghtl in
1995. But remained tongue-
tied about its own problems in

this area, Xinhua.
Al y annual r re-
leased by the US State

Department on human rights
ractices in 194 countries
isted instances such as extra-
judicial killings, disappear-
ances, torture, arbitrary de-
tention as well as discrimina-
tion based race, sex, religion.
disability and language.

It singled eut some 25
countries. lnr:.ludin1 ermmnr
China. Cuba. Iran. Iraq
Egypt, India, Mexico, S)rrln nnd
Russia. as the major target of
aitack. charging them with
‘conlinuing systematically to
deny basic rights to their citi-
ZenSs.

It vilified China for alleged

Arafat opens self-rule council session |
Israel deploys tanks along

India accused of provoking clash along Kashmir border
— o ¢ e nar order

ISLAMABAD, Mar 7: Pak-
Istan on Wednesday dismissed
a newspaper report that it was
planning to conduct its first
nuclear test if India staged
one, saying it was based on
faulty Intelligence, reports
Reuter.

The Washington Post, in a

rt on. Wednesday, quoted
what it called evidence ob-
tained by US intelligence offi-
cials.

A Pakistan Foreign Mi

. spokesman described the .re-

pert as part of
‘orchestrated media cam
based on deliberate leaks of
faulty intelligence reports in
S and world s

“The fuelling of such specu-
lation through the deliberate
leakage of distorted intelli-

an

. gences reports on Pakistan's

.alleged reaction must not be

allowed to shift focus from the
actual and planned actions of
India.” he said.

3US servicemen
| Jaﬂadfor

raping
panese girl

Ja
TOKYO. Mar 7: The US
Embassy here declined to

_comment on Thursday's ruling

by Okinawa's Naha District
Court, which sentenced three
American servicemen to up lo
seven years' ‘prison for the
rape of a IZ—year—nld girl, re-
ports

"We \will nﬂther comment
on nor characterise the court's
ruling, and do not wish to
fnjﬂgin& any future legal ac-
ions the defendants may
take,” the embassy said in a
statement issued short aftér
‘the court handed down its
verdict and sentence.

"The sentence handed
down by the Naha District
Court reflects the result_of the
Japanese judicial process, re-
garding the reprehensible
crime that took Pi:::t on
Scptcmher 4. 1995, the em-

nry seaman Marcus Gill,
23, and madrine private
Rodrico Harp, 2], were sen-
tenced to seven years i

- onment, while marine private

Kendrick Ledet. 20, received a
six-and-a-half-year sentence,
for abduction and rape result-
mg in in julzv on the night of

They have been

'mmmmvm

discuss a | ai at
ending Sri Lanka's 12-year
mrl:l war, officials said, reports

to address the de-

mands Tamil separatists
fighting for a homeland in the
north and east. the

ment has Eri
Lanka a ation of s,
Each would have wide -rule

Uproarinlndinn

parliament
continues

NEW DELHI, Mar 7: For the

second day, opposition

threw parliament into an
uproar on with ran-
cous demands for Min-

ister PV Narasimha Rao's res-

mummhhhmdl
19 million bribery scan-
dalrEpnrtlAP

tests forced the

l:lmcnt m%m "‘tﬁ"

sessions for several hours. In
the Raja Sabha, the upper
chamber, the minister
sat thro the din, smiling

and reading office
files,

The ruckus again prevented
debate on the t's in-
terim budget presented last
week. and could force and ex-
tension of the session, due to

eodTuesday

ny countries for widespread HR violations in '95 D;

spread and well-docu-
mcnt human rights abuses
in violation of international
norms.” The United States will
again co-sponsor an anti-China
resolution at the UN human
rights commission conference
in Geneva this year, Assistant
Secretary of State John
Shattuck told a news briefing
this afternoon.
Shattuck described 1995 as
year of US leadership on
human rights' around the
world and said that the Clinton
administration has made hu-
man ts issue’' a very high
priority in US relations with
m?fﬂ countries. The h: "‘I
sell acknowledged that it “wil
be used as a resource for shap-
ing policy. conducting diplo-
macy. and maki stapce,
training. and other resource
allocations .”
Washington's practice of us-
ing human ts issues as an
excuse for Increasing pressure

e r—a.

|

|

The Post quoted -US gov-
ermmment officials as saying the
evidence about Pakistani
preparations included spy
satellite ph aphs.

These showed that engi-
neers were finishing
vation of a mountain in the
southwestern province of
Baluchistan. near the border
with Af| tan., where such a
test could be conducted.

Washington does not expect
Pakistan to carry out such a
blast unless India goes forward
with its first explosion since
1974.

This possibility was raised
by reports late last year that
India was excavating an under-
ground shaft at its nuclear test.
site in the Rajhastan Desert,
The Post said.

Washington has rivnteijr'
warned Pakistan and India that
conducting such blasts would
bring reprisals, the report
quoted US officlals as saying.

the exca- L

-~ Pakistan denies report on
nuclear test p '

Measures envisaged under a
1994 law would inr:ludc cut-
ting off economic or military
aid, voting against interna-
tional bank loans and reject
key export licenses, it said.

The Pakistani spokesman

- sald India's suspected plans to

out its first nuclear test

after 1974 "are a rkal source of
concern and a lhreat to the
security of the region

He said Pakistan had re-

peatedly drawn world atten-
tion to Indian preparations for
a second nuclear test, which
he said would constrain Islam-
abad to "remain vi
take measures to
security.”

- "Rather than' publishing
speculative stories about Pak-
istan, the media would do well
to I'n-c:us on the undeniable ac:
tions of India,” he said..

These included "the testing
of nuclear-capable and Pak-
istan-specific Prithui missile,

eguard its

unm Mar 7: Chechen
rebels. who have seized parts-

of the regional dc:ﬁrlm Gml:ny

are holding 84.
lnu'ncu:nu':

.huﬂdﬂ:
of the city, ITAR-Tass news
reports

gzncr said today,

Bugayev. ty prime minis-
ter of the pro-Moscow
Chechen ment, also said
the rebeis had blown up a

heavy fuel ull i1 the
cltyﬂ Epel ne in

g-cv dld not say if the
rcbr:ll t forward any
demands for lht. relcase of the
There was no independent
confirmation of the report.
Separatist guerillas made

A group’of Muslim bem l

hostage i

.....
-----

dari hostage-taking
raldn outside Chechnya into
southern Russia last June and

in Janu humiliati the
Kremlin. S e
Meanwhile, intensive fight-
ing raged overnight between
Russian troops and rebels who
have seized of the Ch-
news agencies said s
Sporadic automatic rifle fire
and armoured ve-
hicles ec across the city

agency
Flghtm of the l-epnnult
leader Dzhokhar Dudayev laun-
ched a bold offensive inst
the pro-Moscow Chechen
i’vﬂnmenl in Grozny on
ednudagc winning control of
parts of the city from Russian

lant and

ates the return nf Hadzm. .
of Sarajevo, to government control on Wednesday. At.the
seized Hadzici and chased out most of its Muslim majority

the prrep-ntiunl for conduct-
ing a second test and the
roadblock now being erected
in Geneva to frustrate the suc-
cessful conclusion of the CTBT

(Comprehensive Test Bank

_Tr':a )," he added.

has refused to sign
the Nuclear . Non-Proliferation
Treaty unless India does the

{ Tdta of provok

Another re
istan accused

ing another border clash un
Wednesday along the disputed
Hlmala}ran region of Jammu
and Kashmir, but there were
no rcporta of casualties.

A  Defence Ministér
apok:sman quoted by the offi-
cial APP news said the
Indian Burd:ragf:lurl Force
(BSF) resorted to Punpmvuknd
firing" in a bid to violate the
status of what he called the
wnrklng boundary” between

Pakistan's Pl.ugah province and
the Indian hel Jammu area.

formerly Serb-held suburb

beginning of the war, rebel Serbs
population.

30.soldiers killed in ongoing fighting

Chechens take 48 Russmns
in Grozny

— AFP/UNB photo

Anuthl:r AFP
Russian military oflicials said
today that 30 Russian soldiers
hld dled and some¢ 70 were

oing battles with
ltpl.l'ltlll on#

rebels in
Grozny. the I'JRT teleﬂllon
slation reported here.

Earlier, the Russian military
command had said that the
rebels suffered "heavy losses®
during their W y offen-
sive on Grozny while 26
Russian soldiers had died and

some 50 were wounded.

to an ORT corre-

nt in Grozny, the rebels

were also holding hostage

some B84 construction work-
ers. -

rt says,

Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto (L) and Indonesian President Suharto (R)

make their way to the Wisma Negara, following a welcoming ceremony at the Presidential
palace on Thursday. Benazir is on a three-day official visit to Indonesia in order to
promote cooperation in° umnum}', trade, investment and agriculture between both

nations.

on other r:nuntﬂc- and inter-
fering in their internal affairs
has strained its ties with more

and more countries. But this

self-proclaimed human rights
champion is not likely to do
anything to restrain itself.

Earlier another AP reports
says Russia's human rlg;htl
record in 1995 was "uneven”
due to abuses resulting from
the conflict in the breakaway
region of Chechnya, a State
Departmgnt report said
Wednesday.

Russian troops stormed into
the southern republic — which
had unilaterally proclaimed its

ind ce — in December
1994

The document praised the
Russian media. ich it said

continued to function unhin-
dered and represent a wide

,{anue of opinions. It operated .

reel in reporting the
Chechen crisis, despite gov-

ernment pressure.

Non-governmental groups
lm:ml ully documented hu-
Ls nbu:u the report

uid ut the dismissal of
Sergei Kovalev, the govern-
ment's human ts commis-
sioner, for his icism of the

war in Chechnya, undermined
official human rights monitor-

ing.

Meanwhile human righ
abuses decreased significan
in Israel and Turkey in |

lnd—tnll:ﬂﬂd&gec——ln

Egypt and
ment mport u!d Wadnudly

In’ other Middle Eastern
nations, including Algeria,
Lebanon and Saudi bia, the

situation remained la un-
changed, sald the State
Department'’s lnnull global

survey of hu
in the pas Ilrlel‘ human
ID'hll!I'lll stemmed

rights
mainly from its repressive

— AFP/UNB photo
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| Demirel okays Yilmaz" s
coahuon cabinet

Turke:ant?'

Pre rﬁler Mesut Yilmaz won
.approval on

residential _ from
, center-right ‘coalition with his

predecessor, Tansu Clller, re-

ris AP.

Under the coalition deal,
which ended more than two

months of . Clller gets
the premiership back at 8
end. The arrangement al
the two rivals to shut out from
ower the anti-Western
elfare pnrt .an . [slamic
ﬂluvﬂnent 4 par-
amcnt 8 bi party in
gejectlm .
Ew.-n with Ciller's Trur:'

Path and the' Motherland
Fﬂﬂ.{ aof YIIII'III.. the

nfamaurttyinpurﬂnmt. But
the: center-Jeft New Demo-

cratic Left of ex- Bu-
lent Ecevit's New Democratic:

Left Part hau pledged to
~abstain ng next week's
cnnﬂd:ncc te to let the

gommmt win parllam:ntar}'

Hmr the need to count
on Ecevit could be a problem if
his party persists in o :

rivatiaat on and rmission

K,El:mire?y
fhe

force in Turkey to protect
Iraqi Kurds in nurthcfn }:nq .
The new gnvr.rnmtnt
brought the country's first
woman leader Tansu Ciller's
almost three years of premier-
ship to an end. She wﬂl hald
no post In' the Cabinet ap-
President Suleyman
The preuldentlal
palace announcement of ap-
roval did not immediately list
ministers' names.
Motherland and True Path
seek speedy privatisation and

% ter ties with the Eurnpean
En

on.

The two leaders failed fo
pul together a coalition ini-
tially when each refused to let
the other be prime minister
first. Yilmaz then tried to work
uut a deal with pro-Islamic

me Welfare, but called off
ta 8 under pressure f{rom
huulm c{:‘cl:u media and
repo y the army.

Some observers have said
that pro-Islamic Welfare, with
its base among the country's
poor and lower-middle class.
would be the big winner in the
next elections if the new
coalition fails to improve the

| for a US-led-led Western air lhrinﬁ standards.

Demand for fresh truce rejected
IRA ready for another

BELFAST, Mar 7: The IRA
wants unconditional negotia-

tions but is ready for "another
25 years of war” with the Bri-

tish, Sinn Fein party leader

Gerry Adams says, AP.
Adams, whose su
the IRA but says it can't con-

trol the outlawed group, ye
an account of his secret

ary 28 meeting with IRA
commanders in his regular

column to the Irish Voice, a .

news blished in New
York. Sinn Fein released ad-
vance copies Wednesday.

Later, the IRA leaked ex-
cerpts of its latest policy
statement to the Irish national
broadcasters RTE in Dublin.
That too suggested that the
IRA was not wﬂlln% to resume
its truce despite the British
and Irish ments' deci-
sion to set a June 10 date for

SUVA, Fiji. Mar 7: France,
Britain lud tht United States

will a treaty the
|l
weapons ¢ -l

this month, the South Pm:tﬂc
:‘Pnrum said Thursday. reports

Since France ended its final
series of nuclear tests at its
South Pacific sites of Mururoa
ataufa atolls in

way was cleared -
pow-

their names to
Suuth Pacific Nuclear-Fr
Zone

The 16 maition South Plclﬂc
:‘Iurum said it

Janu
I'u-r the

Fr 3 ln*ln.'rlll be ted
ance

Gaston Flosse, the preaic
French Polynesia. Britain

Hmbn“ndn'r to Flji. ‘Michael
I'eart, t& it his*na-
tion, ik dmbassanlor to d

- tries t

mytnbellarch-.

J Minister Mar

> | 25 yrs of war: Adams

all-party talks, the longtime
demand of the IRA -Sinn Fein
movement.

Reuter adds, the IRA re-
jected British demands for a
new ceasefire today saying an .
Anglo-Irish attﬂnpt to revive

the Northern Ireland peace

- process was inadequate.

The Irish Republican Army
(IRA) guerillas also ruled out
any surrender of the 100-
tonne stock of arms and explo-
sives it has used in a 25-year
war to end British rule of

. northern Ireland.

The IRA statement was
seen as a major setback for
Eﬂulh and lrish attempts to

ce hopes alive by get-
tln he IRA to restore the
ctaﬂ:ﬁr: it broke on February
9 with a London bombing

. campaign.
France, UK, US to
banmngN-test

sign treaty
in Pacific

Don Gervitz, is exp pected

on Wanlﬂngtun & behllf ,

gning the treaty

any change in

nl' n':fusln 10

l I its avy
are nuc l.-.ar~

The treaty does nnt

tn:

'cnm nhlpboar weapons or

Russia and China are al-

rudy uelgnatnri:u to the 1985

ﬂ. series nf French nuclear
test blast thal began in May
1984 South Pacific coun-
impetus to adopt the
treaty, also known as the
Treaty of Rarotonga. since it
was signed there in t ) ¢
Islands.

Britain, under Prime
ret Thatcher,
.and the US administrations of
‘Ronald . Reagan and, Geor t
Bush declined (v egulorse t '
trealy at the time.

he did to please
his beloved

VLADIVOSTOK. Russia:

Russian florists beware. Inter-

national Women's Dn arrives Friday and at least one green-
hm:e hu been E{u ed clean in mucipnuun of the annual

a report said Thursday,

AP.

reports
ls cclchmtcd as a major holirlay in Russia. but the
m&nmhuﬂmdramnﬂmlylnmntycm
to please his beloved was arrested and
ng several hundred dollars worth of flow-

hmu-lnﬂcrzh

antovo. a village near the Far

Entunl:ttyul'ﬂndlmmk the ITARTanunmngumylaid
French women's

safety

« PARIS: Thirty-nine per cent of French women kee

condom in their
times, accord

-I'tP

purses or on their 1
ngtuamrvcypuhllﬂmdw

t tables a nl!
esday. reports

the weekly newsmagazine

: ublished
Llw lgl.ltnlmmutn(lﬂmwhnaln carry a
2 and have at T

least two sexual partners per year

actually put it to use.

I and 24 years old.
such
2103

suty

The
error, I:lul
or minus

per cent.

uylud

alestinians In territories oc- T::"
cupled since the 1967 Arab- in combatti #
III'EI:H WAr. Kurdish ﬂ'ﬂ‘:‘u‘l

But the redeployment last
r of Israeli I‘crrqzlu from most
alestinian ulation areas in
the West Bank and thefr with-
drawal. from Gaza have signifi-
cantly reduced those prob-
lems, said the report.
Deteniion cenires were

" closed down and some 1,100

Paleslinian prisoners were re-
leased in accordance with the
agreement between the gov-
ernment and the Palestinian
Liberation tion.

Consequently, "the number
of confrontations between
Palestinians mid luruﬂ secu-
rity forces... pped signifi-
cantly in thr t two years."
the report -nlcl

In Turkey. "the huTuﬂ

is ﬂlunlloﬂ improved In a
w:nher of areas, but very seri-
ous problems remain.” the sur-

ern

""‘"‘E..m

evacuate lmlm

-two cent of women between 15 and 19 years
P'ﬁ' with only 25 per cent among women

over 1,000 women give
wumnyunymdmnnrgmu pluu

“Turkey cnntinuul ll:l

old

to the poll.

not A mar of

demands $ 45m
in settlement
with Charles

LONDON, Mar 7: Princes
Piana, who last mk lf.“: the

lm-lnitpd ht for
ending her s nrm

4-year

to Prince Charles. is

30 miilion nds

(45 million dollars) in sett]e-

m- M tmy‘
o s |

The mass-circulatibn tab-
loid quoted, friends of the
" princess who said Diana has al-

réady rejected an offer of 15

million
"The of a deal with
let higher.”

separated from
three years. an-
t week that she
the title "Diana,
of Wales" after the di-

went through.



