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ALprotest
rally today

Awami League will
rally and procession in
protest of yesterday's a on

its meeting at the Banga-
bandhu Avenue. Awami l.ez#I
general secretary Zillur

man will address the r in
front of the B cen of -
fice at hu Avenue at

4 pm, reporis UNB.

Maudud released

Former vice-president and
Jatiya Party leader Barrister
Maudud Ahmed was: released
frum Jessore central jail yes-

}r his family sources said.
The Jatiya Party leader was ar-
rested on F 24 under
the Special Powers Act, re-
ports UNB.

Bank manager
robbed in Sylhet

From Staff Cnrreupondant
SYLHET. Mar 7: A bank

manager was robbed of Taka
one lakh at Burunga Bazar of
Balaga

Miah ager, Janata Bank.

Bazar branch, was go-
lng to his bank from Taj
branch with Taka one lakh g:l
motorcyle when a
armed people way Iaid im‘
and snatched the money. A
case has been lodgcd

Bodies of two
fishermen found

BHOLA. Mar 7: Two bodies
of fishermen. who were
thrown into the Meghna river
by pirates ori.  Monday, were
recovered from a char area of
Noldingi Boikantopur in
Daulatkhan ithana on Wednes-
day Police said Jah and
Niroh were attacked by the pi
rales on Bhola Ramgati river-

ine route and thrown along

with another fisherman whe is
yet to be traced out. The bod
its were sent to morgue for au
lopsy. reports UNB.

M| thana today. Golap®
an

—

. | )|

Top BNP leaders are con-
sidering Awami League chief
Sheikh Hasina's tlive-point
proposal. except cancellation
of the February 15 general
elections. for resolving the
lingering political crisis, well-

anurt::u said.

"The r party cannot
l:.ance.l the ls llncc such an

block the way for
Imp]nm:ntlng the proposal for
non-party government for
holding future general elec-
tions under the framework of
the Constitution, a BNP stal-
wart told The Daily Star last

1
his party's latest
stand on the Opposition de-
mand for elecdtions under non-

PHALGUN 25 1402 BS,

party governiment, he said that
they were even ready to ac-
commodate any suggestion by
the major o sition parties
ﬂﬂdgiﬂ thnF;F::Dwerc covered
the Constitution. "We're
sincere as regards a
constitutional wayout of the
crisis in the shortest possible
period”, said the BNP leader,

asking for anuntylml{\.’
The AL chief on Wednesday
made a five-point proposal in-

cluding cancellation of the
February 15 polis.

Asked to commeht on the

roposals, BNP Joint
gecn:tar}r General and Food
and Agriculture Minister Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan told
newsmen at his Bailcj,r Road

DHAKA FRIDAY, MARC'H 8,1996

BNP ready to consider all
but cancellation of polls

By Nazmul Ashraf

residence yesterday evening

that his party was yet to
formally deeide on the
suggestions. especially the
cancellation of the February 15
polls. #

Mannan Bhuiyan,
said his party would decide on
the Opposition's proposal that
the President initiate a dia-
logue on the proposed non-
party government after they

ot Shclkh Hasina's reply to
rime Minister, Begum

Khaleda Zia's letter.

He said that his party °

wanted to reach a consensus
with the Opposition on the
structure of the proposed non-
party. government prior to
passi jz a bill in this regard in

however,,

the lic:st session of the sixth

Parllanaent, "The BNP govern:
ment would also resign as
soon as the non-party

government is formed and the
date for the seventh
parliament polls- is
nounced". he added.
About the release
Opposition leaders and im-
rovement of law and order,

e siiid some of the leaders

had ziready been released and
the pthers would be f{reed
short ly.

Al n:ru'l Hasina's demand for

imprioving law and order in
the «:ountry, the BNP leader
- cominented. "We too want to

impr bve the law and order.
See Page 12 col 8
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Protesters attack pol]ing centres, ofﬁmals

BDR firing kills one
1n Kishoreganj

KISHOREGANJ, Mar 7: One
person was killed as BDR.per-
sonnel fired on a mob en

they tried to snatch ballots in .

an attack on a polling centre in

Sadar thana today, reports
UNB.

Sohrab Uddin, 40, said to
be an Awami League worker,

died on the spot as BDR

opened fire to repulse the mob
attack ‘during repolling at

Kamaliar Char Primary School
Centre in Kishoreganj-3
(Sadar) constituency at about
2:30 pm.

Eleven other people, in-
cluding seven securitymen,
were injured during the vio-
lent clash.

'BDR personne

Of them, Awami League ac-
tivists Asadullah, 22, and
Manju, 15, were rushed to Kis-
horeganj Sadar Hospital with
bullet injuries and later shifted

to Mymensingh Medical
College Hospital in critical
condition.

Police and witnesses said
the trouble erupted at the cen-
tre at about 1:30 pm when
some -1,000 antj-election ac-
tivists stormed the centre with
homemade bombs and other
lethal weapons.

- At one stage, paramilitary
fired at least
25 pgunshots as the mob
snatched ballot papers and set
fire to the polling station.

BDR also opened fire at
Maria union parishad centre,
Binnati Primary School centre
and Bhinnagaon Primary
School centre when the

rotesters tried to snatch bal-
ot papers from the polling of-
ficials.

Violence was also reported
from Kishoreganj-1 [Faku:1dia~
Hossainpur] and Kishoreganj-5
{Itna-Austogram- Mithamnm]l
constituencies were repolling
was held today amid tight se-
curity.

Repolling at 123 centres of
another three constituencies
in the district will be held to-
morrow (Friday). The seats are

‘See Page 12 col 7

Donors concerned at

A‘hulkzt-hlt Awnml League Hrtwtstl ) at the Verive
some other activists running (R) for shelter.
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political situation

Donors have expressed mo-
unting concern over the wor-
sening itical and law and
order situation in Bangladesh
and called for a rapid res-
olution of the conflict thr
peaceful dialogue. reports
1iNB.

In a meeting in Dhaka on
iuesday. representatives of
different development partn-
ers vented their concern at
the grave impact of the
political and law and order
situation on the welfare of
Bangladeshis and on the
m.mtry'l dﬂtlaptmnt

siressed
mfﬂlk:ll ltnbﬂit is a pre-
ti for dcﬂ:lnpment
said a statement, issued yes-
mnby World Bank Dhaka
t Mission chiel Pierre
Landell-Mills on behalf of the
local consultative group of
donors.
.. A quick return to
seen as essential
adesh is to avoid a
further devastating loss nf
export markets. foreig
investment and cunl?ucntly

is
Ban

_}ohg. not to menti

Property the slalement

Pointing at the political
mes that are going on

e country, the donors said
there was already evidence of

pr

substantial harm done to the
econemy by the unrest of re-
cent months.
The disruption of the main
. rail 8 and other trans-
port Is resulting in shortages
everywhere, clulinﬁ serious
output losses and higher
prices. the statement noted.
Relerring to "a sharp slow-
ing of growth” in export
during " 1995, the donors
cautioned that lower orders

One killed, 4 hurt

as train hits

microbus in city

By Staff Correspondent

A college student was killed
and at least four members of a
family were injured critically
when a Mymensingh buund
train hit a microbis at Banani
rail crossing in the city early

yesterday morning.

Apu , 25, a first year HSC
student of a college inn Comilla
died on the spot while the in-
jured. including two women,
were under treatmeni at the
Dhaka CMH. police sources
said. The body was sent to the
Dhaka Medicali College

See Page 12 col 7

belng done

now coming in indicate that
cxports mmay be significantly

(e 4l resulting in lhc
luss of thousands of jobs.

It said so far the dama
was artly
concealed because of the |
between cancelled orders an
loss of foreign exchange
earnings and between
osiponed Iinvestment and
ower growth.

The, statement said the im-
pact of the disruption must
eventually be measured iIn
thousands of crore taka, but
"almost everv citizen ts suffer-
ing some loss of Inu:.nlm! di-
rectly or indirectly.”

the whole sce-

ewin

nari@e the elopment ]:l)can
ners-yirged the lucnl
vrs W engage lmmcdialﬂy “in

frank and constructive dia-
logue” to resolve their differ-
cnoes.

Representatives of Asian
Development Bank, Canada,
Denmark, European Comm-

mu-i.nn France. Germany. ltaly,
Japan, the Netherlands, Nor-
Sweden, Switzerland,

"ﬁ’

. USA, UNDP, UNICEF,
World Bank World Food
Programme and Ford
Foundation were present in
the meeting.

Hartals cost 15 working

days out of 67 since Jan

Fifteen working days were
lost out of 67 days of this year
till yesterday due io hartals,
barricades and other agitation

 programmes of the main-

stream, opposition.
The country is likely 10 ex-
perience more such anti-gov-

ernment programmes as the

major Opposition parties —
Awami . Jatiya Party and
Jamaat-e-Islami — launch an
indefinite non-cooperation
movement tomorrow.
Opposition parties on many
occasions said that the gov-
ernment compelled them to
go for hartals repeatedly by not

meeting the peoples de-
The opposition political

parties in their hid to resist
the February 15 celections

' mainly called the hartals this

year coinciding with the eler
tion schedule
While the opposition agi

ltated on the streets. backstage
rleys with the ruling party —
acilitated by some werful
countries — also took place.
But the lmﬂlm continued.
Awami League. Jauya Party
and Jamaat enforted a 36-hour
coun e harta! on January
8-9 that disrupted economic
activities and rail and road
communications. The hartal
coincided with the filing of
nomination papers (last date).

scrutiny of t on the follow-
ing day

The o ition also called a
dawn-to-dusk hartal on Jan-

unary {7 the last date for filing
of nomination papers under a
revised schedule They also
announced the programme for
herac of all the election of-
es (ncluding thie office of the
CEC in the capital during is
hartal programme
The (pposition had earlier
shifted its hartal date twice

Bv Reaz Ahmad and Mizan A]l

when the EC revised the polls
schedule on two different oc-
casions.

The election lchcdulc was
first announced on December
4 fixing January 18 as polis
date. The voting date was then
shified to February 7. On Jan-
uary 2. the EC made a partial
change in the schedule. fixing
JanuaPr B and 9 as the last

or

dates filing of nomination
pers and lcruflnﬁc

in revising schedule,

the EC ﬂxad Februunr 15 as

pulhn day, while January 17

and 1B were fixed as the last

dates for nomination filing and
scrutiny respectively. The last
date far submission of nomina-
tion papers was changed [our
times

The major partics also ob-
served a half-day hartal in the
capital and in Khulna on Jan-
nary 29 to protest the ‘killing

See Page 12 Col 3
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AL rally

By Staff Correspondent -

One person was bullet-hit
and several others were in-
jured when unidentified as-
sailants attacked an Awami
League rally in the city with

rtv chief Sheikh Hasina as
ts chief guest yesterday

evening.
A journalist was picked up
lice from Noor Hossain

by
Squl:n?e as violence spread to

the entire Gulistan. GPO and
Baitul Mukarram areas. .
Witnesses said. the as-

sailants opened fire and hurled
bombs Irnm the backside of
the podium in front of the AL
bandhu
Avenue when the rally was in

pwfeunt arouhd 6 pm.
arty workers and wit-

nesses said . the sudden at-
lack was made as soon as
Hasina completed her address
and AL Ramna thana unit
President Abul Bashar. who
was in the chair, came to de-
liver his speech.

Police lobbed tear gas shells
as enr Al workers chased
the attackers throwing brick-

batis and cocktails. When con-
tacted, both Ramna and
Motijheel police denied having
arrested anyone.

Roadside vendors told this
correspondent violence flared
up in the area and lasted more
than an hour and a hall -

Mohiuddin Ahmed Helal .
Vice-President of the AL-
backed Chhatra League, said he
was present at the rally and
heard firing at least five

See Page 12 Col 2

Unusual rush

at city banks
By Sharier Khan

The commercial banks in
the city experienced unusually
high transactions yesterday, as
people thron to the banks
in large num to make cash
withdrawals from their ac-
counts before the Opposition's
indefinite non-cooperation
movement ns Saturday.

Officials at different vate
and public commercial banks
told The Daily Star that de-
-plt: fcut:rday being a half
working de transaction was
at least per cent higher
than that of a full working day.
Most transactions were LC re-
lated and cash related. they
said.

"A lot of people drew big
chunks of money from their
savings account today because
they are afraid that the banks
nigh!{ remain inaccessible dur-
ing the (Opposition's) non-co-

Pcrnu::n programme,” an offl-
of the IFIC Bank said yes-

lrrdnJ

"Businessmen, crowded the
hbanks because they want to
keep clear their credit and

See Page 12 col 6

uddin Chowdhury,
Chittagong City
Anwar Hossain Manju,
tary General of Jatiya Party and

Hasina's call to Khaleda

'Quit, let President

form non-party govt

Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina yesterday urged
the people to start non-coop-
eration with the government
for an indefinite period from
tomorrow to force it hold fresh
elections for the sixth Parlia-
ment, reports U'NB.

"Begumn Zia was forced to
accept non-party government
idea in the face of people's
demand and Opposition
movement. Inshallah. she will
also be compelled to concede
to the demand for fresh elec-
tions under a neutral caretaker
government,” she told her
cheering supporters at a rally
at Bangabandhu Avenue in the
afternoon.

Presenting her 5-point
E'opaﬂl. Hasina asked Begum

a to quit clearing way for the
President to form a neutral
1non- Earl}r overnment by
March 1Q to held elections in

u"-rcr'*-n

Her pro
lease ol all opposition learder

3 A---'
n.ﬂs W

and workers trom jail

to-
MOTTOW, cancellatinn of frau-

dulent elections of February 15 .

and resignation of the govern-
ment.

She demanded that the
President constitute a neutral
non-party caretaker govern-
ment on consultation with po-
litical parties now in anti-gov-
ernment agitation.

"Step down or face move-
ment . . . These vote thieves
and corrupts have no right to
be in power,” Hasina said, just
two days before the Opposi-
tion's countrywide non-coop-
eration movement against the
government.

Recalling the significance of
historic March 7. the Awami
League chief said on this day in
1971 "Father of the Nation"
called upon the le to fight.
for liberation of the country.
Han handhu Shﬂkh Mu-

See Fage 12 ‘col 6
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“HC declares Matiya's
detention illegal

By SC Correspondent
The High Court Division  yesterday. But these petitions
mt:rdage cclared the deten- ° could not be disposed of due to
tion of m Matiya Chowd- lack of time.

hury. ngicultural brrr:tarv of
the Awami League, illegal and
without lawful authority.

A division bench oif the HC
comprising Justice Naim Ud-

din Ahmed and Justice Mo-

hammad Fazlul Karim by a

judgement on the habeas cor-
pus writ

petition filed by Ba-
zlur Rahman. husband of
Matiya, also ordered the gov-

ernment to release her if she

is not wanted in any other

case,

The cases of A B M Mohi-
Mavyor of
orporation,

Secre-

Editor of
Makbul Hossain,
Daily Al-Amin,

the Daily Ittefaq.
Editor of the

and- Cyril

Shikder., an Awami League
leader. were ﬁxé for hearing

to |

Bt

All these cases have been
fixed for hearing on Sunday
g;;cl or on the following court

However, the cases of JP
leader Barrister Maudud
Ahmed, Tofael Ahmed, AL Pre-
sidium Member, Mohammad
Nasim, Organising Seecretary of
Awami League, and Abdur
Quader Molla. Publicity Secre-
tary of Jamaat-e-Islami Bangla-
desh, also came in the list for
hearing but those were not
heard as_ the detenus had
already been released.

Barrister Maudud Ahmed
was released yesterday in the
morning which Additional At-
lorney General Abdul Wadud
I{Elnndkl:r informed the court.

The government vehe-
mently opposed the petition

5 See Page 12 col 7

Opposition urges
people to make
non-cooperation

d SUCCESS

By Staff Correspondent

The mainstream Opposition
has called upon the people to
make a success their non-co-
operation movement from to-
morrow till the fall of the pre-
sent government.

The call came from a joint
meeting of Awami League.
Jatiya Party and Jamaat-e-
Islami. held last night at the
residence of AL Organising
Secretary Mohammad Nasim.

According to a statement
released last night by
Mahammad Nasim. the meet-
ing resolved that the Prime
Minister should step dnwn
immediately.

It said the joint meeting
was critical of the ruling BNP,
saying that on the .one hand
overnment was talking about

ialogue while on the other it
was taking repressive mea-
sures against Opposition lead-
ers workers.

League held i the, city yester-
day.

Int'l Women's
Day today

By Staff Currespundenf

The International Women's
Day will be observed today
throughout the country as
elsewhere in the world.

The day commemorates a
procession brought out on this
day in 1857 in New York by
female workers protestin
their working conditions an
wages. The rally was attacked
by the police. |

Later, in 1910, the day was
declared as the International
Women's Day at the 2nd
International Socialist Wom-
en's Conference, held in
Copenhagen, Denmark.

This year. the theme of the
day is "Equality of women and
men”. President Abdur Rah-
man Biswas and Prime

-Minister Begum Khaleda Zia

Issued separate messages on
the occasion.

Begum Sufia Kamal. poet
and a leader of the women's
rights movement in Bangla-
desh in her message said

See Page 12 col |
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