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IOgannentsshopa
- gutted in N'

NARAYANGAN.J, Mar 6: Ten
readymade ~garments shops
were gutted in a fire at
Deobogh Bhuiyan Market here
at around 10 pm today, fire
brigade sources said. The blaze
was suspected to have been

caused by an electrical short
circuit. fire-fighters extin-
uished the fire one and a

alf hours of struggle, reports
BSS. " -
14 killed in Pak
ISLAMBABAD, Mar 6: At
‘.I:ast 14 people were killed
jured when a tﬂas-
with a
truck today. state television
here, said. The " bus from
Rg;j:tpmdi was heading to
Mardan city to the northwest
when a truck coming from the
opposite direction ploughed
into it near Attock. about 100

kilometers from Islamabad,
reports AFP. -

Emergencym
Lanka extended
COLOMBOQ, Mar 6: The Sri

Lankan parliament voted tod'.ay
to extend emergency la-

tions which govern the island's

"war-tarn north and east and

the capital Colombo. The state
of emergency was extended for
a4 Imont
parhament from the ruling
Feople's Alliance, the Ceylon
Workers Congress and the Ee-
lam People’'s Democratic Party
voting for it. Yeports Reuter.

NEW DELHI. Mar 6: jndian
and Pakistani paramilitary
troops traded gunfire along the
disprited Kashmir frontier but
there were no casualties, the
Press Trust of India (PTI) re-
ported today. The Indfan Bor-
der Security Force (BSF) retal-
iated late Tuesday after coming
under unprov oked firing by
the Pakistani rangers in the
Ramgarh border area before
midnight. reports AFP.
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90 hurt in clashes : Repolling post p(med Hartal today

7 killed as BDR opens fire

At least seven ﬁeo ple were
killed and more than 90 in-
jured when BDR opened fire

on anti-election activists dur-

“ing repolling in Rangpur and

Sira stgrday.
Iiilga%:lfnrtgan}i.

Wwere set afire protesting re-
polling scheduled to be held
lht':!t today.
Our
says. at least four
killed and 25 injured when
BDR opened .fire on mobs dur-
ing repolling in two con-

the office
' and the residence of the TNO

ir Correspondent
le were

in Ra.ngpur, Siraj ganJ

By Staff Cnrrespondent

stituencies here yesterdav.
More than 100 others were

" hurt in pitched battles be-

tween .anti-polls activists and
police and BDR forces here
since Tuesday night. The
clashes took ce at Kaunia.
Pirgachha, 1thapulfr,ur and

Hr%‘!m}imsqes said two persons

were killed as BDR opened fire

on the opposition activists
when they allegedly tried to
snatch away ballot papers from
the election officials in ‘Rang-
pur-6 (Pirganj) constituency in

. shots on t

said

the morning.

The dead were identified as
Masud Rana (18) and Khan-
‘daker Ruhul (30} of Pirganj
thana.

Two vthers were killed
when BDR awans fired una
e activists en
they gheraoed the nﬂ"lcc of
Kaunia Thana N!rhahi Officer
(TNO) at noon.

One of the dead was identi-

[ied as Badsha Mia, 22.
District election officials
elections to the con-

See Page 12 Col 4

PM elected

from Feni-2
FENI, Mar 6: Prime Mini-

ster Begum Khaleda Zia was
Feni-2
con-

elected from the
(Sadar-Daganirhui an]
smucncy er repo in 26
centres today, atcur
unoffi¢ial results, r:pnr‘tﬁ NEI
Election in 26 of the 91
centres - five in sadar and 21
of Daganbhuiyan - were post-

porred on February 15 due to

See Page 12 col 8
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5-pt proposal to resolve crisis

Form caretake

Awami Leagu: President
Hasina yesterday pro-
posed that a neutral non-party
caretaker government should
be formed by March 10 and a
fresh election held in May to
resolve the current political
crisis, reports UNB.

Her
ing Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia's latest offer to
form non-party government to
conduct all future general
elections and hold next
parliamentary polls as early as
possible. -

The Awami League chief in
a statement rmade a 5-point
proposal, saying if Begum Zia
is sincere towards resolving
the crisis and assuaging the
people’'s plight, she (PM)

should take effective steps to

proposal came follow- |

implement it. :

The proposals are as ful*
lows: .
— All opp

osition leaders

and workers will have to be re--

leased from llail by March 9
and all false cases and
warrants be withdrawn.-

_— All process of farcical
repolling will have to be
stopped, farcical and fraudu-

lent electibns of February 15
cancelled and the governrhent

- shall resign.

— A neutral néon-party care-
taker government E -g-:.:rméd
by March 10 after President's
meeting with all political par-
ties now in movement and
elections to the sixth parlia-
iment be completed by May
next.

— Necesﬁary compensation

-who were victimised by

r govt by Mar 10,
“hold polls in May : Hasina

fur nlith::al leaders, \mrkers
students, teachers, jﬂumalis
professionals and commonm
the
government-sponsored terrong
.ism and repression be given.
— Security of life and prop-
erty of the people and im-
provement of law and order

_situation be ensured.

Hasina's proposals came
just three days ahead of the
Opposition's planned non-co-
n eration movement against

e government sthedu%
slart from March 9.

Hasina said she placed t
specific proposals to end tHe
crisis and -immediately save
the €ountry from conflict, pro-
tect trade- and business and
mitigate the misery of com-

See Page 12 col 7
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Shun hartals, join
dialogue : PM

-+ By Staff Correspondent

Prime .Minister and BNP
Chairperson Begum Khaleda

Zia yesterday urged the agitat- .

ing uﬁpnsitinn parties to give
up their ‘destructive’ pro-
grammes and sit with an open
mind for a dialogue on the
of the proposed
non- government and the
schedule for the seventh Jatiya
Sangsad elections under it.

"We want to ensture partici-
pation of all political parties in
the next general elections un-
der a'non-party government..

‘For this we've decided to mmrt

and pass a bill in the first ses-
sion of the seventh Parliament

Please. accept our offer for
dialngue with an open mind
and resolve the political crisis.

That's the expectation gf the.

nation.” Begum Zia said at a
public meeting at Manik Mia
Avenue in the capital yesterday
afternoon.

Criticising the mafor oppo-
sitian Pﬂruﬂ for continwing.

. their agitation,

hartal on the day
-~ five adjoinin

the PM said.
‘Stop the destructive pro-
grammes like hartals, barri-

cades and non-cooperation and

take up pnliticai programmes,
Hartal is ‘'no more a political
programme. It has become a

programme that is ruining the

national économy. Such pro-
grammes would not help re-
solve the political crisis. Come
Back to dialogue to resolve all
national problems.”

City unit of the BNP organ-
ised the rally while the main-
stream Opposition called a
in Dhaka and
districts. City
BNP chief and Labour Minister
Mir Shawkat -Ali chaired the
rally which was also addressed
by Vice-Chairman of the party
and Deputy Leader of Parlia-
ment Prof A Q M Badruddoza
Choudhury,
tarv General and Fnod and
AcricubBlure Minister Abdul

See Poage 12 col 7

{ press durin

arty Joint Secre-

Readymade garments sector|
on verge of collapse

By Inam ‘Ahmed and R M Titumir

Bl.tteud y the sisting
political tun'mﬂ (J m:yon
market and mulaung p u::—
tion costs, the count
readymade garment ( G}
sector which is already on the
verge of colla will face a
f blow with the indefinite

Saturday.
Manufacturers fear that if

the indefinite strike could.not

be averied, the country’'s RMG
market would be lost for ever.

The recent spate of hartals
have already plraly-rd the
sector as almost every lor‘y
is either stuck up 'w"lth th
apparels ready to be exported
or with imported fabrics lying
at the Chit g port.

With' the situation taking a
serjous turn; the garmenis
owners are planning to meet
both the Prime Minister and
the Opposition leader to hand

Il. 4 ,}
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Freding. 1I>I_v the top ’utts 1
the cricketing world made 1t
to the last eight of the sixth
World Cup without little fuss.
but the way the Sri Lankans
completed their preliminary
round campaign was abselutely
outstanding.

Sri Lanka. the tournament
surprise setters who caught
the imagination of the cricket
lovers with tons of runs. added
another miiestone in the an
rials of instant cricket by scor
ing 398 runs — the highest
score in the history of limited

in their specific st
salv the sector
ination it is facing,
wan Ahmed, presidept ol
Bangladesh Garments
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association.

stions to,
m the ru-
said Red-

Political turmoeil has forced °

the shutdown of the country's

'Exempt garments
units from hartal’

By Staff Correspondent
&tuidmt of the Bang-
ladesh Garment Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (BG-
MEA), wan Ahmed, yester-
day urged the leaders of the
position parties to restrain

the garments faclories an

Seo Pape 12 Col 2

their activists from dlaturhtnﬁ .

maritime pnrtl Ie:ding to a
fresh congestion. Till yester-
day. more thafi 80 ships were
stranded at the Ctg port. 56 of
them in the outer anchorage.
Over 13.000 Twenty Equiva-
lent Units (TEUs) of contain-
ers are now stockpiled in the
gorl shed, according to the
hittagong Port Authority.

According to an estimate by
Uzair Afzal. executive member
of BGMEA., at least 120 million
US dollars worth of fabrics and
accessories were awalting for
unloading at the Chutlgung
port.
“We need to unload the fab.
rice and accessories immedi.
ately to keep the factories
runhing,” said M R All, an ad-

viser to the BGMEA. "This is
the lirst 4me in 12 years that
my factories are remaining

5{:1 ' IJ;_I L&.
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Milestone by Lanka as round-I ends

Sports Reporter

overs cricket — against a hap-
less Kenya in one ol the three
group league encounters hilled
on the concluding day of the
hirst phase.

Vice captain Aravinda de
Silva. who became the first Sri
Lankan to score a World Cup
century led the charge from
the front with a blazing 145 off
only 115 deliveries as his side
echipsed the previous score of
363 by England against
Pakistan.

The Sri Lankans who had
earlier confirmed their top
slot. finished the preliminary
round with fve wins from as
many rmatches They will take
on England in the first quar
terfinal in Faisalabad. Pakistan
o1 March 9

Meanwhile, the world
champions Pakistan. who
with their arch-rivals India
sted facile victories against
ew Zealand and Zimbabwe in
lhr other two matches of the
day. will play each other in the
second quarterfinal in
Bangalore, India on March 9.

On the otherhand, Snuth

Africa, who finished top ahead
of Pakistan from Group B, will
meet West Indies in achi,

Pakistan on March 11° while
favourites Australia will be pit-
ting against New Zealand iIn
the last quarterfinal on the
same day. scheduled to be held
in the Indian port city of
Madras.

(Details on pages 10, 11)
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No hartal
By Staff Correspondent
The main o

cal parties have withdrawn
their hartal call for today.

Awami League, Jatl?"a Fnrty\‘

and Jamaat-e-Iislami had ear-
lier n a day-long nation-
wide call today.

In a press release last night,
the Awami e announced
that taking people's inconve-
nience into consideradon. the
party had withdrawn its hartal
call. However. it urged the
people to make success the
non-cooperation ﬁrugrnmmc
hefiinnmg for March 9.

n similar press releases, JP
4l Jamaat also withdrew the
hartal call.

Gono Forum urges
President to
initiate dialogue

By Staff Correapoﬁdent
President of Gono Forum Dr

| Kamal Hossain yesterday urged
. | the President to inifiate a dia-
| logue between the ruling BNF

and the Opposition without de
lay in order to save democracy
and the economy of the coun-
1

o Blasting both the ruling and
Olp{xmlﬂnn parties for failing to
play positive roles in nurturin
democracy, Dr Kamal urgec
them to come to an immediate
dialogues.
“This deadlock should not

. be allowed Lo drag on. The na-

tional interest demands Lhat
method be found immediately
g forward towards
the establishment of an in-

' terim caretaker government

and holding of an election,”

. . the Gono Forum leader told a
: ralli')m front of the Jatiya Press

sterday evening.

As the dposit]un was ready

lo sit for a dialogue on condi-
tion that it was initiated the
President. Dr Kamal said the
ruling BNP should welcome
See Faqe 12 CdA 3
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_Madubagh

100 injured, 18 held
during hartal

By Staff Cnrrespnndent |

Over 100 ople were ina-
jured. three DIPEhrm bullet-hit
and scores of vehicles were
burnt and damaged in inci-
dents of violence that marked
the ﬂ[:l»’lpnaitinn-rallcd dawn-tp-
dusk hartal in greater Dhaka
district yestefday.

Police picked up 18 people
from diflerent arcﬂ.s of the -:*it}r
cluring the hartal period.

Thirty-one of l;hf injured
were a itted to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital. An-

war Hussain, 30, and Shamsul
taq. 34. received bullet injur-
ies in Lalbagh area while Abdul
Zabber, 75. was bullet-hit at
under Ramna thana.

The three major opposition
Barucs — Awami League, Jativa
arty and Jamaat-e-Islami —

rallﬂi the hartal in Dhaka and -

ﬁvr adjoining districts to

protest the Prime Minister's
address to the nation on
Sunday and in demand tor
resignation of the mresent gov-
ermment. cancellation of the
February 15 polls and holdin
of election under a neutra
caretaker government.

The shutdown coincided
with a public rally of the ruling
BNP in the city on the day.
BNP claimed that many of ils
workers came under attack
while coming to the rallys

The AL. JI’ and Jamaal had
earlier called hartal on March
6. They shifted the date to
March 7 after the BNP
rescheduled its rally — from
March 6 to March 7. Then the
BNP again changed the rally
date and decided to held il on
March 6. The Opposition also

See Page 12 Col 4

Rajshahi varsity J asas
- secy chopped to death

RAJSHAHI. Mar 6 A sty
dent ol the Rajshahi University
was killed and three others
were ritically injured in
armged attacks allegedly by the
Islami Chhatra Shibir on the
campus today. reports UNB.

.ampus sources sald a
group of about seveny Shibir ac
tivists attacked Amanullah
Aman, RU unit general secre-.

of the JASAS near the
Rabindra Arts Faculty Building
at about 1:10 pm and chopped
him with Chinese axe.

He was rushed to the uni-
versity medical centre and
later shifted to the Rajshahi
Medical College Hospital
(RMCH) where he succumbed
lo his injuries soon after ad
mission.

College student

shot dead
in city
By Staff Correupoﬁdent

The assistant general secre-
tary of the students’ union of
Mirpur Degree College was
killed in a gunfight between
two groups in Mirpur Section-
7 in the city earl icltcrdny.

Masud Cho Liton,
24, who received fatll bullet
injurtes in his head during the
clash late Tuesday night died
at the DMCH at around 1:30
:Ip.l“d yesterday. medical sources

Three others who sustained
bullet wounds in the clash
were identified as Shahin. 22,
Sadek, 23, and Shawkat All,
28, They were under treat-
ment at the DMCH.

Aman. a final year student
ol the Management Depart-
“ment and resident of Sher-e-

Bangla Hall, hailed [rom .
Mymensingh.
Earlier. Shibir aclivists

armed with Chinese axe and
knives allegedly attacked some
student leaders in front of
Mamtajuddin Arts Faculty
Building at about 11 am.

JSD (Inu) backed Chhatra
League leaders Harun-ur-
Rashid Ratan. Mainul Hagq
Dupla and Farook Ahmed were
seriously injured in the attack.
They were now undergoing
treatment at the RMCH inten-
Sive care unit.

The Chhatra Oikya and
Jativatabadi Chhatra Dal in

See Page 12 cql B

Contents of
PM's letter
to Hasina

By Staff Correspondent -

Prime Minister and BNP
chief Begum Khaleda Zia, in

her letter to Awami League -

president Sheikh Hasina deliv-
ered on Tuesday, called for an

immediate dialogue with the
Opposition taking her proposal
for holding all future general

~elections under a non-party

government as the agenda.
Copies of Begum Zia's letter
were made availabie to the

Editorial on page 4 |
BNP }joint secre-
tary general and Minister for
Food and Agriculture Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan's regular
press briefimg at his Bailey
Road official residence yester-
day evening.

In het brief one-pa
the PM also request
e¢hief to communicate. in the
shortest possible time. her
(Hasina's) party's suggestions
as regards the date and venue
for the proposed dialogue.

v A SeePage 120l 7 -

Historic Mar 7
today

By Staff Cﬂrrespondeﬁt

The historic ‘March 7 will
be observed throughout the
country today by various socio-
cultural*and political organisa-
tibns. i

On this day in 1971,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur

e letter,
the AL

Rahman in his speech at the

then Ramna Race Course
ground (now the Suhraward
Uddyan) in Dhaka gave the call
lor the stfuggle for indepen-

‘dence.

In his historic 'speech,

| Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. had

_Editodialon pagé4d =~
proclaimed that 'Our struggle
is for independence, our

struggle is for freedom’. That
declaration by Bangabandhu,
vibrated the long cherished
dream of the Bengalees.
The Awami League has
taken up an elaborate pro-
ramme to observe the day.
e day's g gramme will be-
gin with e hoisting ol na-
tinnal and party flags at Bang-

See Page 12 Col 3

Boulders for JMB

Indian suppliers
face resistance

NEW DELHI, Mar 6: The
Minerals and Metals Trading
Corporation Limited EMMTﬂt
and Rock Product Traders
(RPT). a newly-floated mining
firmm. are reportedly facing re-
sistance from some NGOs over
the blasting of a hill in Assam
for export of boulders to
Bangladesh. reporis BSS.

Appropriate technology
mission has filed a public in-
terest litigation at the Guwa-
hati High Court citing argu-
ments agaipst the blasting of
Chanderdinga hill on the banks
of the Brahmaputra in Dhubn
clistrict in Assam.

The court has passed an
order for issuing notices. re-

~ See Page 12 col 6
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PHILIPS SERVICE CENTRE
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