between Yemen and Eritrea
over three Red Sea islands,

US President Bill Clinton a fist as - t the

continued bombings in Israel while making a speech at a
presidential luncheon at Cabo Conference and Exhibition
Centre on Monday in downtown Detroit, Michigan.
Clinton also made a speech in Taylor and mitod a private
residence as he spent much of the day in Michigan.

— AFP/UNB photo

mwdmmmmm

Thirty-six people are believed dead after a bu

road and plunged into a deep, swift-flo river in the
Peruvian hlghlnndn authorities said Monday, reports from

Eleven ple were killed and 25 are missing after the bus
with 38 a

rd crashed into the Mantaro River on Sunda
near the provincial EE‘RE:I of Jauja, 100 miles {Iﬁg
kilometers) east of Lima survived the crash, Capt
Segundo Diaz of the police in Jauja llid

K?mtl-;rgmdent forms nmvt: |

tan formed
Monday, but retai ‘his prime mlnll

t on

l:nult k
Cabinet members, a news report said, AFrnd ey
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.

The government of the Central Asian republic resigned lut
month after nearly 95 per cent of the voters
February 10 referendum giving President Mklr Aka
greater powers. He now has the to appoin {"
ministers cxccpt for the prim mlnl:ter ﬂthnut
parliamentary Jnrmrnl and he can dilhlnd parliament if it
rejects his candi te for prime minister three times.

UNSC ets Sierra Leone: mun

Security Council on Monday congratulated Sierra Leone il the
wake of last week's pr:uldmtlal election and ur rchdn to
lay down their arms, AP reports from United N

Ahmed Tejan Kabbah, a 60-year-old former UH. and John
Karefa-Smart, an 80-year-old doctor and former World Health
Organisation official, led the field' of 13 presidential

:andtdate&

Kin %Fahd chairs cabinet meet:

74, chaired a meeting of Saudi Arabia's cabinet on

Monday for the first time nince he formally returned te

running the world's largest oil produc!:r and exporter, Reuter
says from Dubai.

Saudi television showed the kmg

November, presiding over the cabinet.

Rabbani ends visit to Iran:

President Burhanuddin Rabbani ended a two-day visit m
on Mnndairl where he received assurances of Tehran's
continued hel E to :nd fighting in Afghanistan, the official
Islamic Republic N cy said, from Nicosia.

Iran has her:n trying for months to broker a peace
agreement among Afghanistan’s warring factions, but it has
been unable to bring on board the fighters of Taliban,
Rabbani's strongest rivals.

Snowfall Paral yses Ukraine:

Unseasonal heavy snowfalls in Ukraine cut off dozens of
towns, disrup tnd the shaky national power grid and shut
down mcrlur mads on Monday as the country's harshest winter

in deca es showgd no sign of easing, Reuter reports from

DI Bykov of Ukraine's civil defence organisation said two
and a half days of snowfalls had cut to 34 towns and
villages solely in uuuthern Ukraine's Kherson district.

Snow whip h}){ winds gusting to 110 kgh (70 mph)
brought dnwn two ig -tension m]:yﬁ:mn near the Zaporizha
nuclear power station Europe’s | st. cutting capacity by 40.
per cent. in three of its six r:actﬂru

Katherine

Katharine Hepbum w’a hospi Laliud Eut week with

neumonia and is resting at her Connecticut home, the Datly
ews reported Monday from New York.

The 88-year-old m':tn::s was admitted to Manhattan's
Lenox Hill Hospital last week under an assumed name, and
hospital sources told the News she was very iil and her
doctors at one point had not expected her to live.

She has since been diachnrged ~— it was not clear when.
Family members told the newspaper that she was resting
comfortably at her Connecticut home. As for whether she m
out of danger a sister-in-law, Robert Hepburn, said: “No, I
can i I-B.}’ that. She's working through it.”

ahjor meets Kim Young-Sam:
British Prime Minister John Major met with sident Kim
Young-Sam in Seoul yesterday to discuss ways to s
economic ties and trade between the two countries, a
presidential spokesman said, AFP reports from Seoul.

Major and Kim. who both.took part in the Asia-Europe
Meeting (ASEM] in Bangkok. are also ted to discuss
ways to help step up cooperation beiween Asia and Eurnpc

US official to
mediate Yemen
Eritrea’s dispute

SAN'A. Yemen. Mar 5: A us | ©f people expelled from France
State Department official has g;““?fd :I? per :Tit ’ﬂf PE?I!'_-
arrived to discuss a dispute spite the occasional we

icised charters filled with

Imml ants,

rlc

reports AP. r sahf
Arthur Hughes, a deputy as-
sistant secretd of state for
Near Eastern Affairs, arrived in
San'a late Sunday night for a
ive-day visit, an embassy
spokesman said Monday.

and Liberation, citing a confi-
dential Interior Ministry

|
pers were expelled last year.

Interior Minister Jean-Louis

" The Yemeni-Eritrean dis- Debre's goal of expelling
ute flared in December into a * | 200,000 illegal Immigrants a
rief battle in which Eritrean r. The ministry had no im-

forces took control of Greater
Hanish Island. Lesser Hanish
and Zuqar, the other two is-
lands. remained under Yemen|
control.

rt.
puThl: main reason, accord-
in.g to police sources cited
. Monde, was War wrac

Palestinian intelligence.

whnmﬂeredn:hrk:h—

have opened
clﬂllm leave. About 6,000

titution, trafficking
and children for sex.” said
Janice Raymond of the Mas-
sachusetts University.

were

countries qpen
economies

PARIS, Mar 5: The numb:r

reports
The Farln dailies Le Monde
re-
port, said only 10,058 people
without proper residency pa-

The figure js far below

mcdlatc comment on the re-

International

Cong leader blames Rao for framing rivals in scandal

NEW DELHI, Mar 5: Leftist
Indian nppnllthn parties plan
to censure the government in
the upper house of parltament
this week for its handling of a

pelitical corru llun ltll'ldl]
unt of their

I Somnath Ch.lll.tl‘m d:;

munist of India-Marxist
(CPM). told Reuters that

a censure motion in
the Sabha (upper house)

could not force the govern-
ment of Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao (o resign, it
mldhmmﬂ

"It has'a effect.

% hchemﬂyhumdtn
Rl Sabha (lower
hnudl.-

duetnruum:l
debate criticising

mlhnﬂhngnfuniuml-

lion dollars bribes — for favours
scandal when it meets tomeor-
row followirig a four-day holi-

day recess.
The debates are of the
e by Indian political

to win the moral high
ground on the corruption
scandal in the run-up to gen-

JERUSALEM, Mar 5: Pales-
tinian security forces have ll‘-
rested the mnt:rmlnd
three of the last four mlch'le

Baloushi said Abu Wardeh

apparently received instruc-

tions via coded from

abroad. Israel TV han-

mmlmbnndmmmn.
'\ﬁenrrﬂmdthe

Hnumﬂhmnl‘ﬂuofthe

" Baloushi said.
Peres told a news confer-
ence that Pales-
um.nﬂmm ad arrested
for the
Russians pound

Chechen rebels
in Sernovodsk

NAZRAN. Russia, Mar

Russian helicopters [i
rockets on
Chechen town of Sernovodsk
on
civilians oot
to escape fighting between
federal troops and rebels, re-
ports AP.

the western

and thousands of
the former resort

The clash began Sunday

when Russian troops at-
tempted to storm Sernovotisk
but were ambushed outside the
ti I.'l:y been reported
es have n on
both sides.

rebel fighters. Casual-

Russian forces claimed to
a corridor td let

of Ingushetia and thou:

nndsmm
join them. the In

agency said.

UNESCO report says
'Sexual abuses of

nm

women become
int'l industry’

PARIS, Mar 5: Sexual ex-

ploitation of women has in-
creased hugely
and has become an interna-
tional industry,
meeting on
women was told
ports AFP.

in recent years

a UNESCO
olence against
Monday. re-

- The last few years have seen
"an enormous increase in pros-
n{mm

She said these activities
::tendtng freely in
ng to market
like Vietnam,
of Cuba, she said.
Similar concern was voiced

by Asuncion Miura, who is re-
sponsible for women's affairs |
in the Madrid
ernment. She

number of women were arriv-
ing in Spain from Latin Amer-
ica and from eastern Europe,
Nigeria, Guinea. Cape

onal
ngroﬁ‘i?g

Verde

and the Dominican Repubilic to

work as prostitutes.

's refusal to take back .

its citizens illegally living in

France, the North African na-
tion's former ruler.

It wasn't until last October
that Algeria to readmit
its citizens, who account for
between 30 and 40 per cent
of all those expelled.

Nonetheless, the drop in
expulsions compared with
1 was su ng because of

tough new anti immigration
laws and a sh increase in

lli:i: identity checks result-

g from las y:ar‘u wave of
terrnr bombings.

Of 21,540 ple arrested
as undocumented aliens during
six mnnthl of the m:ﬂt:r;nﬁit

g y
s expelled, Debre said.
The numhef of expulsion

orders s
lures d:cllncd 7.6 tEn:r cent
last year to 41,40 eople
compared with 44.8 in

eral elections which must be
heid by July.
The l::andnl which centres
is to pullu-
cilru by m l legal forei
ch e, or "Hﬂ'l‘lll iﬂl:r
has led to the resi tions of
seven ministers in B mv
ermment and a ﬂf
tion leaders, incl
ishna Adunl the u‘ldent nl’
Bharatiya

the Hindu national
Janata (BJP).

Ten politicians charged in
the case have been summoned
to appear in court next week
and a New Delhi judge will
cotisider this week whether to

with charges t
another 14 people, including
ment ministers

Raoc's
about whether he will
mtmhtnp uf’ he rlul:gtg
Congress Parl nvolved in
scandal to

ltw
elections has until

now in keeping them ln line.
Meanwhile iﬂ’ A
leader of India's rullng

Congress (I) Party linked to a
major corruption scandal has

leadership hold their

Five-Year Plan approved last year by the communist party plenum.

China accused of endangering |
- peace by holding

TAIPElI. Mar 5: Taiwan to-
day accused China of endan-
ﬁ:ﬁ peace staging its

exercise
off the Taiwanese m In
eight months and urged

wm'lﬂmttnbcarrmby

The miu:ll: drill, running
for a week Friday, is the
closest to so [ar.

‘The move (the drill) seri-
ously. violates the world trend
ofrepl confrontation with

EMnmdPac:Iﬂc e

Foreign Mini '
{:ng ‘:‘;tnr :pokumnn

He urged the world com-

munjty "not to tolerate China's
ruthless behaviour and io

uphold justice.”

Hilitn spokesman Hnjor
General Fau-
“the latest lis int tn

harass our two intérnational
sea poris in the north and

igned by local prefec-

1994. Of these. only 22.1 per

cmt were actually carried out,

red with 22.4
the Interior

t said.

Liberation said the official
statistics of those expelled in-
clude family members, even
their French born children.

Globally, the ligures amount
to a 10-per cent drop in ex-
pulsions compared with 1994.

Besides the Algerian prob-
lem, officials say a lack of
holding cells prevents them
from rounding up more illegal
immigrants. Also. many imimi-
grants destroy their papers to
avoid repatriation.

r cent

in l inistry

dential cam

Leftist parties plan to censure govt
in Lok Sabha for Hawala scam

blasted Prime Minister PV

Narasimha Rao. accusing him

nf 1m|:llicltmg political rivals in

case, reports AFP,

K Natwar Singh. a former

junior fo minister, told a
court on Monday that politi-
cians who posed a challenge to

the premier had been framed
in the country’'s worst scandal.
a newspaper reported today.
Singh, who heads
Congress Foreign Affairs Cell,
ﬁ in his statement the scan-
"evil designs™ ahead of parlia-
mentary elections e
April or May, the Pioneer re-

Si . a diplomat turned
politic on Tuesday refused
to speak on the statement. His
lawyers were not available for
comment, while Congress

man Vithal Gadgi
have nothing to say on this.”

Singh. who has been ac-
cused by detectives of accept-
in.f 2.3 million rupees (about

000 dollars) from a busl!-
nessman at the heart of the
scandal, told the court that the
story is concocted and manu-

The Prnldlum of the annual National l’znpla- Congress tNPU and the

south and in the Taipei
uttd!n anoeuvre

Air sea pre-m
drills are being conducted
along China's southeastern ci-

ties of Pingtan. Tungshan and
Wamnhenid

Kung said one missile
splash zone named in the an-
nnuncement from ' Belj to-

y is located between 20-40
nnulltal miles (30-60 miles)

off Taiwan's northeastern.

coast, near the Port of

Keelung.
The other one is located be-
tween 30-50 nautical miles
(45-75 miles) off Kaohsiung
Port along the southwestern
coast, he said. Each are covers
some 500 square nautical
miiles.
Operations at Taipei and
Hlﬂh ung international air-
miﬁl also be affected.
Earllf:r Reuter says. Tai-

(FILES) A masked member of the Islamic resistance movement HAMAS shown
photo dated 13 February 1994, armed with a hatchet marches through the streets of Gaza
City. HAMAS claimed on Monday a suicide bomb attack in the heart of Tel Aviv which killed
12 people and wounded 65, Israel radio said.

lllegal immigration was a
key issue in last year's presi-

ign. Jean-Marie
er of the far-right
National Front. won 15 per
cent of the vote on promises to
expel 3 million illegal aliens.

With unemployment at 11.8

cent and gnwmg many in

rance blame” inunigrants for
the jobless rate. crimne, drugs
and other soctal problems.

The conservative govern-
ment of Prime Minister Alain
-Jupﬁ:. under Fr:ssurr to
crack down on illegal immi-
gration, decided last year to
institute charters to send the
immigrants home

Some BOO pt‘uﬁ in
charters have been flown lmrh
Most expelled allens are
placed aboard buses and trains

Le Pen, lea

the

was the outcome of Rao's

expected in

said:

war games

- control against any attempt by

ﬂAFPﬂJNBw
France fails to meet target in expellmg illegal aliens

factured.
"It is the brainchild of a
shrewd man like PV

Narastimha Rao.” he added.
Singh. who is known to be
close to the [talian born widow
of slain former premier Rajiv
Gandhi. den taking bribes
from the businessman, Suren-
dra Jain., who has been ac-
cused of making pavoffs to 115
p-nlitlclan. and bureaucrats.
5 ngh, a former MP, is the
I"II

{:on#rcu leader to open
aum:k a0 over the unarl?

ling scandal that has sullied
th-c reputation of almost all po-
litical parties in the country.
+ The case has led to the
resignations of seven ministers
from Rao's cabinet so far and of

three tion leaders
from arliament. Several
others the and |
the sition have been

named in the scandal as well. |

The scandal followed the
seizure of two coded diaries
Lrom Ja;l;ﬂwhlcl;ﬁtﬂled the

s he miade be-
twug'np.lm and 199] to top
politicians and bureaucrats in

return for favours.

4

top Chinese
opening sesaion at the Great Hall of the People on Tuesday. The nati-
nnllplrlmuantmthzm.ldummumthvnatmnutuundornthumtrylmnth

— AFP/UNB photo

wan's troops will exercise self-

China to start a war, the De-
fence Ministry said today.

“If communist China uses a
provocation as an excuse (o
start a war, our national
will react with rational and
self-controlled behaviour." a

Eﬂetl;enc: Ministry statement
China announced today
will hold missile tests in IJH:
seas around the island of Tai-
wan, apparently part of mili-
lary exercises intended to in-
timidate the island before
presidential elections this

month.

"From March 8 to 15, 1996.
the Chinese Peo lca Libera-
tion Army will conduct
Fruund to-ground missile
aunch.lng trainings in a sea

ina's Xinhua news

agency said.

in file

or ferries to
Hnrth Africa. But. well-publi-

‘ oized charters serve to deter

others thinking of moving teo

France illegally.

The last such flight left
Paris for Kinshasa, . with
65 aboard Friday.

ment decided to
egular commercial
ﬂ.:gtn :r expelled aliens

caused so much disturbance
while being forced aboard that
pilots refused to take ofl for
safety reasons.

Despite complaints (rom

o-immigrant associations,
he rmment insists those
expelled are well treated. It
hotes that doctors always are
aboard the charter flights.

The number of

granted political asylum iﬂu
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Clinton proposes $ 242.6b
military budget for '97

WASHINGTON. Mar 5: Pres-

ident Bill Clinton on Monday

Eropmed a 242.6 billion dollar
S milt brudget for fiscal

t October,
a 9 2 d-uﬂa: cut from
::‘l::'lfml lpendirng on the na-
s armed forces. r Tts
Reuter. s
The plan. which includes
II:‘::I].I:EHHHI in lp?;filng on
new weapons opera-
tions and maintenance, is sure
to spark demands for in-
creases by Republicans in
Congress who charge that US

military punch has already
eroded.
t the military por-

da
tion of Clinton's 1.58
mummmﬁ'w is

lower in areas than 1996.
It incl a three per cent
pay boost for and allo-

cates 2.8 billion dollars for
anti-missile defence and 1.1

billion deollar for on
erations inﬂoulilum.up—

The defence 1 also
includes. 9.1 mnm- for
military construction such as
improvements in ageing hous-
ing facilities for troops around
the world.

The navy would get the
biggest chunk of fiscal 1997
spending with 74 billion dol-
lars followed by 72 billlon doi-

lars for the air force. 59 8 hil-
lion dollars for the army and

just 37 billion dollars for cther
defence department pro-

But as in recent vears since
the death of the Cold War and
the collapse of the Soviet
Union. the budget includes no
initiatives for major new arms
pru arames, leaving - those

anned defence spend-

;f hcgin.u to rise again in fis-
T'he militar}r budget an-

. nounced on Monday is for de-

fence department spending
only and does not include a
yei-unmade request of some
12 billion dollars for other de-
fence programmes such as nu-
clear arms managed by the en-
ergy department.

Defence Secretary William
Perry said that despite cuts in
thﬂiﬁ?ﬂu&#ﬁﬂ i{__t:] reflected
an inton ad-
ministration on readiness and
the ability to fight and win two.
major regional conflicts at
once.

* Under a six-year 1.55 tril-
lion dollar defence plan pro-
posed by Clinton beginning in
1997 and running through
2002. Pentagon spending
would begin to rise again in
ﬂﬂ;lt IHQ'B

320 more dissidents held in
Bahrain, claims opposition

MANAMA. Bahrain., Mar 5 A
nment sweep of Shi'ite
uslim villa in recent days
has netted suspected dis-
sidents, an Islam tion
group claimed on . Te-

- i t
government source said
the claim by the London-based
Islamic front for the Liberation
gc wrﬂ was " ated.”
provide a for

the latest arrests.

The claim coincided with
the first day of talks with Bri-
tish leaders by the Gulf state's
crown nce., Sheik Hamad
bin isa Al Khalifa.

Sheik Hamad flew to Lon-
don on Sunday to discuss mili-
tary and economic relations,
but ion groups said he
wil also ure the British

ment to curb dissidents
there.

The government source,
speaking on condition of
anonymity, accused the dissi-

_tion campat

denis of trying to “create fﬂr
themselves ' a political ma
tude Elhat is)] more than th E}'
deserve.”

' The source said the visit
wasn't related to the opposi-
tion ps.

ese issues are not dis-
cussed at such high-jevel
meetings,” the sources said.

Since itical unrest
15 months in Bahrain,
there have been repeated

clashed between  security
forces and protesters in Shi'ite
villages near the capital.
Manama.

Two luxury hutglu have been
bombed since January, mark-
ing an escalation in the opposi-
gn in Bahrain. a re-

| financial hub and home
to a key US naval base,

The opposition is demand-
ing the restoration of a parlia-
nient dissolved in 1975, the
release ol political prisoners
and greater freedom of speech,

Ceasefire takes effect in

KABUL. Mar 5: A ceasefire
hlluktnefluctnlt:ramk

A? ting in the north-
:rn ghan tuwn of Pul-i-

Khumri between two o i-
tion both ildgnpu:e-

Eul:run ‘Monda y. says

m H:lr the Hﬂh
Gulguddln Helcma ar
uld in neighbouring P nh.lultyan
that fighting between his party
and an hmull sect group had
dn:l reconcillation ef-
forts had
sect

h:gun

An official ul' the Ismaili
led by Sayed Jafar Nadiri
said the ccmﬂre called for
last Thursday was now in oper-
ation and that peace talks were
1mﬁ R

a

él‘l from the area
have :

thathuuhuhnf

from the

ha lllrludu.llnf
hu‘: agricultura 2

and industrial chemicals, as well as

cosmetics. are likely to affect the human skin.
now regularly sent to the laberato
pump that circulates

+» 'Pig skin is very similar to human skin,” Elliott said.
beginning we were very cautious. but we are now convinced

connected ta a

that Hsnuu-iulmndel

remained in :umdy &md.ly |

Police said took her son to a sea wall in Vailejo
along the Friday . She strolled the walkway
about 300 {100 metres), than stopped and tossed him

over the rail, Lt. Al Lehman said.
Police have found no witnesses.

declined sharply to 4,900 last

year with 7.000 in
1994,
the French
Protection of
Stateless

The n.ldnnlylﬂ:!
per cent of candidates receive
palitical asylum. In 1994, it

for the decline.
stricter border controls and
heavy fines on airlines that

was 23.6 per cent.

There are several reasons
include

without

visas. AI Lll ear's
Sc ting
Tlm .llun

»O nion na s
wml rejection of
political asylum by one

mmu-mw

Dutch’ srlentiste’
alternative to live nnimlt for testing the effects ol toxic
substances on human skin: lhemn(d:adplgluah,mad'

His researchers at the city's TNO-Prins Maurits Lahnratonr

mprmkcdbyvoices

Edwards, 20, was arrested Sathrday
investigation of murder in the death of Oshay Love.

asked

| northem‘Afghan town

people have been killed and
wounded and thousands dis-
aced by the fighting, north of
llI{humﬂ ity in Baghlan
province, 250 km (155 miles)
north of the eapital Kabul,

Hezb director-general for
foreign  relations Ghairat
Baheer told Reuters in the
Pakistani capital Islamabad
tl’;ll lh:h[amallln started the
fighting but lost 11 strategic
positions to Hezb lighters.

"We have started serious
negotiations and the situation
is now undeg control,” he said.
"The dispute will be solved
peacefully.”

The Ismaili’s 80th division
clashed with Hezb elements
last Monday after the apparent
murder of Hezb commander
the previous day. travellers

ave d and

AP.

local slaughterhouses to test
ears are
where they -are
through them.

"In the

for
She

2 Iranian clerics
shot dead in
Karachi

KARACH]I. Mar 5: An lranian
tion leader said today
t two Surui Muslim Iranian

clerics, iInclutiing a bhrother of
m-ntﬁ:l Ali Akbar

. have been shol
dead in the Pakistani port city
of Karachi. reports Reuter

Police declined to confirm

or deny the killings.

ition leader. who

to be identified, sad
had amibushed Maulvi

Imalek Mollazradeh and

The

Abdeol Nasser Jamsidzahi on

%ﬂ: Chamd Bibi road
in the wara arca of dis-

trict south in the city. A
womien passer by was
wounded.




