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HE 15 February election

has created I]mrt“m

lemms than it has
It has addressed only a constl-
tutional obligation. In my arti-
cle in The Daily Star issue ol
26 January | appreclated BNP
for its 1 stand on the pro-
visions of the Constitution. |
also gave a list of viola
tions,/ amendiments of the Con-

stitution for narrow party pur- .
pose which uvr.rﬂhadowecﬂjts

rigid stand.

In my other article In the
same newspaper | tried to
show the exit out of the abyss
by mmvoking the good intention
ol the Prlrn: Minister and the
different articles of our Consti-
tution under which the Presi-
dent has the sweeping power
to legislate when the Parlia-
ment is either not in session
or is dissolved and how such
legislation can be validated in
the next Parliament. This is
over and above the residuary
power and the power under
the doctrine of necessily.
which under certain circum-
stances. knows no normal law.

It also invited others to opine
s0 that t her we remain on
record to have tried fairly to
conlribute to the efforts made
by many eminent for
solution of the existing im-
asse, These efforts are per-
aps not lost. The result of the
15th Februa election has
proved that those efforts de-
Em'fm consideration by

As it seems, the Febmn.r¥
I!&th ﬂe;iﬁ:unn has ﬂF:tTBH
rom ng to urm-
outl in the cg‘mm was about
n:n r cent. Election could

held in many places.
Ballnt papers did not reach
many polling booths. Results of
many places could not be col-
lected. Some presiding offi-
cers were untraced. In some
' places there were no
officers and BNP people
said to be acting
officers as wﬂl as volers. They
allegedly stuffed the ballot
boxes. Some ballot boxes were
snatched and burnt. About 15-
20 people were killed all over
the country and hundreds in-
jured. Flghwlg is still going on
sporadically 'ﬁ::em
and’ du:tlnn forces.
some of the events as
in the national and In -
tional news media.

It seems as though the
position has won the war
out an electoral hutﬂc-
They have able. by what-
ever means, Lo prevent. the

N INCE January 1st 1996,
S over hail a millidn illt-

erate and over
20.000 unpa unteers have

become involved in the Nijera
Shikhi People’'s Movement.

_mmnntju:tlmm

for national literacy,
challenges the structure nnd
fabric of Education in

B"'ﬂu# -mnunu are put into

ehitist education. The parents
who huy it for their children

——calee b u%kﬁ

the other end

Directorate of Hm-rwmd l:d-
ucation get, or do not get,
miserable amounts to

ve the majority 4
the illiterate, a wafer of a
chance to get the minimum

. Three R's" which the
has denied them all t lives

yll_Lm So far from

is is a- humanright,
people should have the top
prinl'il)"' and providing these

agre amounts from the
pochets of the national exche-
guer, the nation is content to
make the Directorate’s needs
d t on whether or not
other nations will foot the bill.
The 20,000 Nijera Shikhi
volunteers, and half-mil-
lion illiterates (hey have
promised to help. want some-
thing different. They want a
literate Bangladesh and are
prepared Lo give several hours
a week of their time and effort
to get it. There are another 70

- slon which shall,

anpn:ﬂdi.ng-

=

=
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Election : An Observatlon

Che Bﬂilu ﬁhlr 5

It has Created More Problems than it has Solved

by AHasib

public from casting votes In
spmie of armed security Et'
sofnnel deploved by the author-
ity and assurances given lor
safety. They rather proved that
election was 110t only not lree
urwler BNP. it is not (ree even
when BNP is the lone contes-
tant fighting suppﬂaﬂli}'
against candidates set up by it
sell It is an irony of fate Lhal
these candidates also com-
plained against rigging in the
polis. If politics is the art of
rinning a government/state/
people. then BNP has failed
and | see no chance for its ac-
quittal.

Let us now see the prob-
lems as also the prospects of
the post election pe with a
reference to different clauses
of the Constitution apart from
what has appeared in national
and international news media
and the opinion of the donor
countries.

Art 119 des that the

superintendence, direction
and control of the aration
of the electoral rolls for elec-

tions to the office nl Pre:ld:nt
and to Parliament and the
conduct of such elections shall
vest in the Election Commis-
in accor-
dance with this Constitution
and any other law- (a) hold
elections to the office of Presi-
dent and (b) hold elections of
members of Parliament. The
question is whether the EC has
conducted the elections as per
constitution and law and
whether the Election Comimnis-
sion has been able to hoid
election under Art 123(3) (b)
which provides that a general
election of members of Parlia-
ment shall be held within

days after dissolution. In
pur case, the Election Com-
mission could not held and
cohduct elections in all cen-
tres within the period of
n days afler dissolution of
the Parliament in the manner

~as provided in the Gonstitu-

tion. .

The blame falls squarel
on the C::ht:rg;n;l;n Irhicd
{voulponnd tions an

hen announced the general
election and then in post-
poned it twice and it in
tlu: Iﬁ month of Ramadan at
of 1he ninety days pe-

"l'hermlltuthntﬂm

not to have Parllament
within the definition and

of Art 152 and 65(2)
which ovides that Parlia-
ment all consist of three

hundred members to be
elected Iin accordance with law
from single territorial Con-

Nijera Shikhi Asks

mllllnnl in the queue who

wani it too.
‘I'her: be little sense

t the literate

general. But ljem Shikhi is
un at least |1 per cent
iterate population to

mu forward to enable the

thie nmtamial aoe] s bt
unminilaveumnt' m

taken two ‘10 recruit
?ﬂ%@ It ought not to take
too lon,itn mu u|;:vl',yr that num-
ber by 15. Their numbers are

muu:ﬂhudaﬂy
are paraliels with the

Ii'.'i! Language Movement,

FI’T then led to mar-
n.uauﬂi"?nﬂ'mﬂ‘;?‘z;'.‘!

Pakistan. Forty-five

Bangladesh has had 24 years'
of a rate na-
tional identity. Shame that a

nation with ln rich a culture
should continue to be over-
whelmingly illiterate in the

The mungc of hope
by these volunteers to

the illiterate adults and lh:
hey can
literate without
schiools or Leachers. The mies-
sage is cinbedded in “Nijera
Shikhi's name: we can "teach

. ourselves” so let's get on with

it. or eise we'll be waiting for

' records

stituenctes aild these members
shalli be designated as Memn-
bers ol Parliament. And unless
we have three hundred mem-
bers. we have no Parliament
and we cannot choose a Leader
ot the House as prescribed by
Dr B Chowdhury. In order to
ward off this difficulty. the CEC
werll back on his commitment
to the nation that he wpuld in-
vestigate the irregularities and
cancel those elections, If nec-
essary. The fact remains that
what the CEC has done to help
the government amounts to
violation of the Constitution in
an indirect way.

BNP allegedly induced a Jot

of unknown political parties to
articipate in the election.
hat these parties said about
the election are known to us.
The Chief Election Commis-
ston and the BNP said that it
was 1ot their look out who
took part in the election. Now
let us see how a "Political
Party” is defined in our consti-
tution: "Political
cludes a group of combination
of persons who operate within
or outside Pacliament under
distinctive name . . . " Whal
are the distinctive names of
these parties who contested?
Can the Prime Minister and
the CEC mention their names
without looking at thie latest
repared for this 15
What is their po-
litical opinion/ideol Can

anybody please say this pre-
cisely? If the answer is hon-

Feb election

estly ‘'no’., then could the EC
hold such apparently farcical
election spending millions of

taka costi life and opert
ETHe peonle it Thet Lha?

LI'I.%‘:Bl

The Election Commissioner
stated that if he did not hold
the eleclion as per the consti-
tutional
adjudged guilty by the
buprem: Judicial Couneil for
not protecting the Cunsmu

tion.

Justice Sadeque's en-
deavour to uphold the Consti-
tution is a able. But there
is the other side of the coin
which perhaps Mr Kibria has
put in a nice way in his article
in The Dail tar issue of
February 18th under the head-
ing "Election Commission
Mugst Not Validate the Results.
"Mr Justice Sadeque has a
choice. He can declare that the
elections failed to meet the
minimum acceptable standards
tnder the law. Or he can of
course do what he has been
doing so far by validating re-

ever lor this essential fool for
living — for there is no sign

of 5 billion arriving to
carry out the official plans. The
principle of ‘teaching our-
selves’ — that In fact what we
learn is what we choose to
learn — needs heeding by
others also. The literate shouid
read much more. Many more
libraries are needed through

out the country — a national
campaign to encoucage further
education Is overdue. "Nijera
'ihi::chi ?lkru a self- ed_rl.:]caudl;m
patiern lor everyone e 8lo-

gan 'Nijera Shikhi' (mplies

something else too. we want.

the nation to say "We're not go-
ing to depend on foreign aid
for a simple need like basic
education, we'll become liter-
ate by our own resources.”

For social workers to get

Jobs teaching tlliterates sounds

good. But to Nijera Shikhi it
sounds bad. because paying
some workers destroys a peo-
ple’'s movement, am:l in any
case there is nothing like the
lmuunt of money available, ei-
ther from Government or from

the NGO gal {unless there is
a change of heart. which is
very unlikely). to enable the

whole .::'Jurl.mlrg,ur to benefit. so if
we rely on pald workers huge
areas will condemned to
stay illiterate. Nijera Shikhi
has not an aid agency looking
alter it, but a non-profit organ

isationn set up for Government
to use as an agent for establish-
ing Education For All.

Party” in-.

before a selected

on. he would be |

sults which are fatally flawed!
Most jurists [ have talked to
have said that the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner and other
Commissioners are not above
the law. If they are found to be
‘flouting’ the law the matter
can be referred to the
pupreme Judicial Council for
its consideration.

The Prime Minister in her
post election Press Conference
admitted that there was rig-
ging but she attributed this
the opposition to discredit the
Government. In other words,
in spite of deployment of four
hundrﬁi thousand %rymad per-
sonnel (as reported interna-
tional media) rigging and other
irregularities could not be
stapped, also according to the
admission of the Prime Minis-
ter. Let the PM investigate
herself into the truth. But this
proves one important thing:

the contention of the opposi-

tion that national car:taker
guw:rnmtnt (NCG) is neces-

N the har:kdrop of thc I'all-
ure by BNFP govern
and the malnutrmm

. sitions to settle the iuu: nf

holding the national election
under a caretaker merntt.,
the Government of Begum
Khaleda Zia decided to hold
the election (on the pretext of
constitutional continuity)
without the pa tion of all
the leadin ion parties
including t Awan:j League. It
is really nful to believe that
a parlj,r NP) elected through
a neutral caretaker gover-

| nment should oppose the same

idea after assuming power, and
could hold a one- election

fnlin:lwib;;g tt:e same line pur-
Su the autocratic regime
of General Ershad!

The 15 February elcl:ﬂun
has been held without
l:halll:ugcr of BNP de nt
400,000 BDR. police an
Ansar personnel throughou
the country to ensure fru p.nd
fair election. The credibility of
the election has largely

tarnished due to very low
turmout of voters (only 5-10

per cent), Iﬂdeaprend rigging

ufvmu and many
regularities. 'Ihtuh:m:!

Fnt widc publicity through dif-
erent nntiunll and interna-
toqnal media.

The Prime Hh‘liltﬂ' Begum
Khaleda Zia her sat-
islaction at the outcome of the

clection in her press confer-
ence on 18.2.96. She declared
that she was a mandate
through the election. She ac-

cused the oppositions for cre-

By cutting out pnvmtnu lo
vnluntar]r workers. and
roducing better materials at
E'ut . the Nijera Shikhi
Illcr:ty nym cosis Tk
30 per new learner. This is
:cu*lhan a tenth of the cost of
iteracy programmes NGOs
and the G:Ercmml INFEP. If
just 300 crores were chan-

nelled through Nijera Shikhi,
as the Movement spreads
th t the country — it al-

ready volunteers in 60 out
of the 64 Districts and 212 out
ol the 490 Thanas — it Illl be
almost automatic for 60 mil-
Jlon adults and adoleacents
now llliterate to be freed frem
their chains and enabled tn
conlrtbute m-nrr, effectively
their own and the mnu&'
developm:nl Undou is
would have a ull.rl.'y im-
rtant effect on thc accep-
ance of [ advo-
cacy, and could reduce the
number of births over the next
12 rs by about 13 millions.
e low cost of the Nijera
Shikhi People's Movement is
possible because there are la-
tent resources in Bangladesh,
and when really believe
in what they are stn for

they dig them out to help it

happen. Local people plan
their own programmes angd
raise most of the cost of them
!.ﬁv donations and fund-r

s cost currently comes
only Tk 32 per learner and in

been -

Hla' for a free and fair election
that no such election is

~ possible under the BNP Gov-

ernment.

Now let us look at the
‘prospect’ of this tragedy of
election. The purpose of
democracy s to bring more
and more ple under the
democratic process so Lhat
they are not violent or less vio-
lent in achleving their objec-
tives. Violence has no place in
democratic ess. The one-
pﬂ.l‘l.jr 15 February election is a

tion of this concept. It has
fal ed to involve ninety per
cent people in the democratic
process on the one hand and,

“on the other. it has given birth

to violence, Prime Minister
Begum Zia sounded concilia-
tory in her post election press
conference as also pre-election
address to the nation but she
did not spell out how the dia-

could be started and the
opposition brought in the pro-
cess. If she said. for example,

Reviewin:

ating anarchy duﬁng Lhe elec

tion time. Shc further asm'led
that her party workers were
not involved m the rigging at
all. Very few have ncmptbtf her
contention.

If we judge the mandate as
claimed um Zia in the
light of its meaning can it be
said that 5-10 cent cof the
total number of voters can give
a mandate? If it is a ted
then what is the status of the
90 per cent of voters who did
not turm up to cast their votes
or abstained from voting for it
being non- sentative? If
such a claim is accepted and
established, will it not be a
rﬂzyu‘}lltn [reedomh and demnioc-

n such a rase,

will also ﬂlh:hguirtldf
E; arranging an election and
ensuring q:l.-r:

3

difficult for any lumv-mg
citizen to
clnimufllmrt the basis
of a controversial elnctmd‘
the 15th February

hardly’ be called . At
best it can be a referen-
dum. If the election Is consid-

ﬂlhplrlllmﬂnillng.le:um'
and the claim of its validity to
the Constitution may

Educatlon Can You

John Hastings

some aces the learners
themselves contribute to Et
Given nrmrllhl:ui: Helpe
1 can in jact teach I'
or Tk per week! The
Helpers’ thrlmdnn is the
biggest contribution of all. If
the value of that were calcu-
lated, all other inputs would be
dwarfed. Of course Nijera
Shikhi hll its ex s for
publishing and
training. nnd it is for these
that the subsidy of just Tk 50
new learner is needed.
ment has nol yet pro-
vided any financial subsidy, but
Government representatives

have been nted
to Nijera Shikhi's goar:ﬁ:r Di-

rectors.

Nijera Shikhi has had to
tackle a basic problem created
by traditional education. The
learning method handed down
is Ilﬂ and is a major
factor In t drop-out of
children fmm mary’ schools.
To have to learn after
the old Sanskritic pattern
would be the early death of

lny pﬂlpltl llteuc&lm H.

The tradi
plicates it —
say. to prevent education [mm

easily accessible tn

mmw

has “litterateurs wh;i mn
want o go on tleac
schools the now 5la1
and long 'li" Ifrum Sanskrit)
which are still found in llplu
bet primers in bazaar
Th:h.m:thnd is a fallure
perhaps successful — in qu:-
ing literacy from the massesl)
— because vast numbers of
children take over a year lu
lvarn their alphabet, and leave
sc hool {lliterate. Figures show
that more children have been
leaving school illiterate than
those who leave literate. This
is inexcusabile. a terrible waste
of financial and human re-
sources for the nation.

The old method is still Iul*
lowed in thousands of schools.
It inculcates rote learning and
parrot-paradigms, starting by
teaching the cumbersome
names of the letters of the al-
phabet. and by teaching read-
ing before writing. The Nijera
Shikhi method is radically
new, and before Helpers start
they have to aduclt: them-
ulmmrlridn{ddhlbqu
generate hly their
{

mi'ndmm

own
schooling. hey spend
enough time studying the new

method of self-education in
Bangla they become convinced
of the logic of giving up tradi-
tional ways In favour of psycho-
logically sound principles
which are really only obvious
common-sense. The Helpers
are not teachers, but Shiksha-
Sevis: they must avoid teach-
u?, and urclllly showing-off

at they Being direc-
tive obstructs and delays
learning. learners must feel
the pride of their own
achievements, and spend

-and lhua the credibility |
election and the validity of her

that she would nnﬁ the Presi-
dent to promulgate an ordi-
nance under Art 93 for NCG or
make a reference to the
ngreme Court for its opinion
hold fresh election under

“such NCG within a time- l'rame
say, sixty days of such

gntir:m or opinion, then there
could be a utartt point. But
she never made things clear,
before or even lmmedlntel :
after the so called election, !'nr
the opposition to abandon the
confrontational course and to
sit for a meaningful negotia-
tion. Without this, there was
no meaningful talk before and,
even after the PM's address
on Radio and TV on March 3
ther: may be a fruitful talk

cularly when the PM '

hau self admitted ri

ng
the

government are, apparentl
under serfous ch s .
From a review ol events
cenlering round the contro-
versial election it is clear that
a starting point still Hes wlth

the Prlme Minister.

Politics is a demanding

profession, a compromising

ession. Given that Begum

a will do this, for we have to
d:nnun::r, violence for a
mcanlnF ul pulltical partner-
ship prosperous
Bangladesh. T'hi: must be on
top of the agenda. The part-
ners must have same percep-
tion on public interest though
~ there may be different ways to
do it. The Daily Star in its edi-
torial of February 18th said
"Already the cost of the con-
frontational -politics has been
roughly estimated to be one
billion dollars. This cost might
g0 up by leaps and bounds.

This election. therefore.
. should force all sides — par-
ticularly the ruling party — to
take a fresh stock of their poli-
tics vis-a-vis the country's in-
terest.”

It is, thl:refnrc. absolutely
necessary that the Prime Min-
ister takes lead and advise the
P'realdent to c&ll all the partits

by Muhd M Huseyn

lead the country to a dei-.-pcr
E:l:.ls Mﬂ:t see, difference

ween gu'm‘rmncm and
the opposition has widened
Iurther after the election. The
situation has further aggra-
vated with the arrest of oppo-
sitiont leaders and workers by
the government. The Prime
Minister earlier gavt such an
indication d her election

campalﬂnt ahiuﬂﬂlrn
J the

I.lnlcaunnl Illnlltn' ina
recent interview with BBC ex-
pressed that the tion's
movement was aimed at de-

the nationalist force.
which they would not allow. It
ifies that BNP is deter-
ned to suppress the
tion by force. But the con-
frontation
tion government
through the un: of force can
hardly be vongucive to the so-
lution of the long political im-

Con :iliatlun rnthr.r thnn

?

mly lﬂ“l'dl an :mf
cable solution. For this., both
the and the oppo-
sition must put the interest of
the people and the country
ahcm: their interest and

govern t
E nmk?the first move m

Change Your S : ots’

#*
their class-time writ-
ing. So the blackboard is
used. Rote-learning is
Fnrndigm exercises mmuung
ol syllables most of which do
not ::I:llt as words are ex-
cluded. are jingles and
word- dtph:ﬁvt pictures, be-
cause the learner will remem-
ber the rh or “read” the
picture without trying to read

the words.
In Nijera Shikhi's self-edu-

cltiunb,mtmd b:}::m do not
start learnt llphlbﬁl
but learn to n‘wrm: letters as

IIIH:II:I

they have need of them.'

Hel avoid the names
of !hc letters untll after the
readers can read fluently. For
instance. to read the word
*asi” (I come), bz the ald m

tem, learners have to
“Sware-a. a; dlﬂ# sa,
hraswa-i. | .

ingly. many m hdut the
end. Nijera Shikhi lil'llr
hrlpu learners to identify the
signs for "a” and "sf" as lmmdl
and then put them

A hl-h: rule is W he‘}hrr
you read — as “lekha-pora” it-
sell suggests, lurnr.rl first
work out (individually or col-
lectively — we encourage col-
lective learning) how to write
the sign of each sound they
want. and p the signs as
words. Only when they can do
this do they open their
primers and- find the words
there. This aids memory and
butids confidence.

Write whal you need to
write is another principle.
Traditional primers prescribe
the writing of sometimes to-
tally useless phrases. Our

ritner is l:llltd "Jn Chal”
{"What we need”). With their
primers closed, learners dis-
cuss :.drmn Hniud ;::d
prompt the Helper -
cide to write something aboul
it. They set about lmh‘l
themselves

the llﬁ: Ihy
:Ttu:ﬂ lh:;'.lltl’lﬂ sel them

the opposi-

for a fruitful negotiation for
promulgating an ordinance
under Art 93 for NCG and or
make a reference to the
Supreme Court for its upinlnn

The opposition is uniikely
sit and talk with BNP nfter its

ueaiiﬂnahlt rformance in

e election. Delay to advise
Hu: President may worsen the
siluation.

Moreover, for a meaningful
parinership in national poli-
tics. for a violence-free pros-
Frmus Bangladesh, leadin
awyers, businessmen. joum
ists. retired ‘]Judgta and ntht':rg
who think about the country's
welfare and public interests. .
should be im:lp ded for talks. In

other words. there should be a

truly nation based consensus,
not merely a consensus be-
tween the politicians of ruling
pariy and the opposition.

The writer is an ex-Judge of
the Bangladesh Supreme
Court.

g the Aftermath

bring back a lavourable envi-

| rnnment for discussion and di-

alogue and immediately forgo
the path of re jon. Both
the sides should also refrain
from making such statements
which may create misunder-
standing between them.

Since tion's aim is to
restore democracy through
functioning of the democratic
institutions properly. they
should pursue the line of non-
violent movement to realise
their demand. Non-violent
movement will strengthen the
uppnllﬂ;ns accegtahﬁly
among people and weaken
that of the government if it
continues to repressive and
undemocratic to the opposi-
tion.

For the BNP government it

is adviseable to seek a solution
before it is too late. Whatever
may be their they are
sure to lose people's rt,
if they pursue the policy of

su
nally, it is su ted for
the acc ce of the formula
that haa already been advised
by some experts. A caretaker
ment through amend-
ment of the constitution has
now become table as the
controversial election has
laken place. The Sixth Parlia-
ment ma he constitutionally
valid. but it will enjoy no ac-
l‘ptﬂ'll:lt h:f the penplc

he government

selves Lo write. In th#s wa}r
they avoid beécoming tools of
the book. Rather. the book is
their tool, even more so is the

chalk or the pen. are in
control of this new 1. They
will use it creatively to
achieve what they set out to
do. Their role is not passive,
always to do just at the
book says, so as to an ex-
amination and a certificate
out of their ience to the
system.

This should have far-reach-
ing consequences. The country
‘badly needs more creativity
andl initiative: education till
now seems even to destroy
these gualities! Nijera Shikhi
wants the new learners to de-

velop them through the pro-
cess of becoming literate. Self-
education has much more
chance of bei creative edu-
cation than traditional institu-
tional education. This Is true of
other countries besides those
in this Sanskritic zone of the
world.

Hence we are seriously ask-
ing this question of Education:
Can you change i'yw::ur ledpard-
spots? Or are they an un
changeable part of your nature,
putting you beyond redemp-
tion? you have to be the
preserve of the privileged? It
could be that the hllh:rtu eX-
cluded prnpie will change

them for you. A leopard whose
8 were rhln would
certainly have to su painful

treatment!

The NGOs have ugly spots
too — haps those spots too
are indelible. natural to aid-
agencies., Some NGOs think
they have to "conscientize” and
then "organise” the poor. Both
of these activities must be re-
jected. it Is the NGOs them-
scives, and other well-off sec-
tions of society — both Asian
and European -— who need
“conscientization.” so they he-

come aware of what is on

in the actual world of the

*course can also be taken,

it

consider to initiate dialogue
with the opposition to form a -
caretaker government under’
Article 93(1) of the Constitu-
tion which reads as follows :
"83(1) At any lime whtn
Parliament stands dissolved or
is not in session, {f Lthe Presi-
dent is satisfled that circum-

stances exist which render
iminediate action necessary,
he may make and promulgate
such Ordinances as the cir-
cumstances appear to him to
require, and any ordinance so
made shall, as from its pro-
mulgation have the like force
of law as an Act of Parlia-
ment.....

(2) An Ordinance made un-
der clause (1) shall be laid be-
fore Parliament at its first
meeting following the promuli-
gation: of the Ordinance and
shall. unless it is earlier re-
pealed. cease to have effect at
the expiration of thirty days
after it is so laid or if a resu u-
tion disapproving of the ordi-
nance {s passed by Parliament
before such expiration, upun
the passing of the resolution...

In the context of grave na-
tional crisis. this method ma
be a very easy course to I
the nation out from the im-
passe. Il wide range amend-
ment of the Constitution in-
cluding the Preamble durin
the Martial Law regimes mul%i
be done through ratification of
the Constitution. the suggested
onl
if there is sincrrr will in bo {
the sides.

poorest and lind the guls to
act justiy to putl right what
they easily can. The deprived
ol Bangladesh need Mittle
‘conscientization” (and none
which is ordered for them by
people from another social
¢roup who have never known
destitution). A man does not
need telling his tyre has a
puncture — though that Is

~ often the advice he gets. He

needs a repair kit. Literacy —

- with reformed education. and

under their own control in a
people's movement — is the
principal tool the poor need.

I believe in neither “trickle-
down" enrichment nor in
tronising “empowerment” Ed-
ucation is one of the funda-
mental humanrights. Basic ed-
ucation for the pmrﬂt has
been criminally neglected by .

privileged society. both locally
and internationally. Yet it is
the key to development — both
in the usual narrow economic
sense and in the cultural and
spiritual sense: can a person
ertjoy the fullness of human
life without being literate?

The old spotty kind of edu-
cation. as well as tolerating
the exclusion of the poorest
masses (who after all need it
more than anyone since they
have [ew of any other re-
sources). has reinforced privi-
lege and created classiest di-
visions. We must have a new
kind of education that is non-
directive, and not geared to
facilitate control. as the British
colonial education system un-

doubtedly was (or (s, If we
agree that we still | y fol-
low it). Processes of education

should never be used to Indoc-
irinate pulltlcalljr religiously.
socially. economically. or in
any ot oy way. They haw: to be
as [ree as possible of prejudice
and entirely Iree of ulterior
moltives. So | hope that ra
Shikhi's lead in self-education
will take us some way alo
this path. not just to give iHit-
erate masses the tool they
most need, but ultimately to
enable all of education to be
reformed.

Nijera Shikhi is genuinely a
mu-w:ment for all people in

adesh. We are now look-

Ing r that | per cent of the
literate population to join us.
(Anyone willing tvo do so can
telephone Dhaka 817804 or
TTIIE jtn» PO Box 8049 Dhlkl

The writer is Consultant of
Njjera Shikhi.



