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Dialogue under President

As things stand today, the opposition and the
ruling party are agreed on two fundamental
points. One, a dialogue must be held to resolve
the crisis; and secondly
will supervise future elections. The dialogue op-
tion has afrcﬁuircd a new me for the opposi-
tion political parties owing to the fact that the
demand they had fought for so long has Been cat-
egorically accepted by the ruling party. Both sides
are equally seized also with the need for the gen-
eral election to be held at the quickest.

What apparently upsets the apple cart for the
BNP is the opposition's insistence that unless the
talks are initiated by the President of the Repub-
lic they shall nat sit for these. Notably, the Prime
‘Minister in her Sunday night speech attempted
to draw the opposition to talks by accepting
their fundamental demand and did not mention
anywhere that the dialogue could not be initiated
by the President. : '

The President of the Republic has a given sta-
tus of primacy in the Constitufion under circum-
stances such as are prevailing in the country by
virtue of his residual powers. So, he can rise to
the occasion. Far from assuming the role of the
government of the day, the President can surely
exercise his moral influence which seems ac-
ceptable to the opposition and should be so to
the BNP, to bring the parties together for the
talks. If that happéns, the BNP, for all practical
purposes, will be appearing as a political party
which has really gone out of the way to held a dia-
logue. Besides, the opposition needs not be
touchy on the so-called 'governmental look™ of the
BNP simply because the talks will be held within
the purview of the agreed agenda and the out-
come, too, will be implementéd through a ma-
chinery established by mutual consent.

To start the process we suggest that President
may send out separate letters of invitation to all
concerned to attend a dialogue at his initiative.
This the President can do within his present
constitutional position. If the letters go out-im-
mediately then the opposition can, and should,
withdraw — or at least postpone — its non-coop-
eration programme due to start from the 9th.
Once the dialogue starts then all issues as to how
quickly a neutral government can be put into
place, and how quickly the present government
can resign and hand over power to such a gov-
ernment can all be settled through discussion.
agreeing to the process through the President,
BNP will have conceded to a major demand of the
np?mtmn. As a reciprocal gesture, opposition
should drop all other Erﬂcunditiﬂns. e must
remind the opposition that concilfatory gestures
by BNP should not be seen as its w ess. The
nation needs, and demands, an' understanding.
Please remember "tompromise” is not defeat.
And when 'compromise" ‘comes because.of the -
ﬁreater national interest, then it is "highly

onourable and extremely glorious." '

. L ;
Worth Reciprocating
The ruling BNP took a wise decision by defer-
ring its public rally from t to tomorrow, and |
then bringing it back to today, in. order to avert a
confrontation with the opposition. The latter's
hartal programme came to militate against the

ruling party's rally Erngramme- on March 6. This
move went well with the people who want show

of force to be replaced by restraint exercised
from a high moral ground. R

The opposition parties have in the meantime
shifted their programme to March 7, as they
claim, to facilitate the.return of the devotees
from Jjtema to their homes. But such an excuse
will fool nobody. The hartal has been shifted un-
wisely and will appear as a deliberate attempt to
seek violent confrontation with the ruling party.
The BNP has now very wisely and cleverly,
brought the rally back to today. We think the
opposition, as a gesture to create a conducive
climate for dialogue, should call off the hartal.

The day should also be spared of hartal because
of its historic importance. The March 7 speech of
Bangabandhu provides for us an occasion of cele-
bration and proud remembrance.

Now that the BNP has made a positive gesture,
let it be reciprocated. Much of the confusion will
be removed through similar moves. If the parties
can understand each other better, it will be
easler to scale down the confrontational position
of all parties for a broader understanding encom-’
passing all areas of contentious issues.

We have all through been pleading for a few
such concessions and conciliatory moves for
bridging political differences. between the party
in power and the combined opposition. If the
government is to blame for the recent excesses.
committed against the opposition party leaders
and workers, the opposition parties have also to
}ake the blame for Eaving at times crossed the
imits.

Hamas Strikes
The Hamas militants' lateat wave of terrorist

strikes in Israel cannot but bring some ignominy,
on the glorious Palestinian Revolution. !

Why 1s Hamas acting in such a fashion? Plainly
to undermine and eventually to scuttle the peace
rocess. And the timing of the massacre couldn't
ave been more adverse for Shimon Peres in view
of the ensuing polls. -

Destabilisation would not be allowed to infect
states, for one thing by the world powers, and by
the states in the region, for another. The peace
process, although starting with Israel-Palestine
strife at the centrepoint; has now become a Mid-
East peace process with all of the Arabic-speak-
ing world having very real stakes in it. .

{ Islamic fundamentalism is fast becoming a syn-
nn{rm for cowardly terrorismm — anti-human and
militating against dll positive values of all religions -
— particularly Islam. The murderers are equati
jilhad with terrorism in all of maghreb an
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Israel is preparing for a terrible retribution for
the Hamas murderers. While they must be made

to pay for their crimes, the peace process must
Lbf: protected from any untoward scratches.

ANGLADESH has gone
through a prolonged
period ol crisis and it
to be taking a turn for
question which
asked is whether the
cduld have been
managed and whether it is
inevitable that the crisis be
transformed into a state of
conflict. There is no dqubt,
and a contentign which could
be backed up by enough
evidence in academic psychol-
. that human race is so con-
stituted that acts of violence
may have a positive appeal and
that conflict is built into the
system of human relations.
otwithstanding this ﬁmral
premise it is also well-known
that mankind has alsg learn to
control {ts violent nature
through various mechanism
since time immemorial.

‘A crisis is just one stage of
conflict. In order to appreciate
the present crisis of
Bangladesh one has to take
into account, among -other
things. the mental factors as
irrationality, prejudice, stereo-
typing and other forms of mis-
conception. In other words,
antagonism, distrust, suspicion
and the like can be the basis of
a crisis. In such an environ-
ment even a genuine peace
esture will probably be re-
rcctcd as trlcﬂ. minor issues
will take on an ideological or
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Crisis to Conflict ?

by Manzoor Hasan
Whether a crisis can be resolved depends on a collection of techniques ranging from the reduction of

psychological abnormalities among the

symbolic Iimportance and
‘compromise may becormne quite
difficult as such a move will be
seen as a sacrifice of some
great principle. Finally, in such
an environment there is a
grealer propensity to overreact
to perceived provocations. In
such a context cliches such as
"catch-22 situation”, "vicious
cycle’, "too late, too little”
would be branded rhetorically.
Whether a crisis can be re-
solved depends on a collection
of techniques rnnfnf from the
reduction of psychological ab-
normalities the political
leaders to forceful means. In
between the two extremes,
'-:._jh;re a:l;e other options. But
fore the appropriate remedy
could be npp?led it is n
to carry out a proper analysis
of the crisis, for example, 1s It
a legal or political crisis or a
combipation of both. Then it
has to be determined whether
there éxists the willingness to
resolve the crisis. In other
words, the identification of the
dominant groups within the
political parties should #
the general public a clear indi-

political leaders to forceful means. In between the two extremes,
there are other options.

cation as to whether it is the
"doves” or the "hawks" who are
in control of the decision-mak-
ing process.

e other important factor
to be taken Into account in
analysising the process of cri-
sis management is the quality

of information channeled to
those who are taking the final
decisions. Studies in crisis
management would show that
most toppled politicians in
Third World countries had a
sirong belief that they would
survive the storm, for example.
Ayub Khan in Pakistan. the
Shah of Iran. Marcos in the
Philippines just to name a few.

A common mistake on the
part of the politiclans when
confronted with a crisis is fo
compare it with a previous
one. Every situation is novel
when all its properties are
considered. e Liberation
War of 1971 is not comparable
lo 1996 and neither is the
topple of Ershad in 1990
comparable to the present cri-
sis. But nevertheless human
beings categories events for

the purpose of evaluation and
action. It is the guality of this
calegorisation that could make
a real difference between sur-
vival and downfall of any gov-
ernment Bangladesh has de-
veloped into a form of art the
management of natural disas-
ters, There now exist sophisti-
cated infrastructure at differ-
ent levels of decision-makin
process which can be actjvat
at a very short notice on the
receipt of very accurate infor-
mation from wvarious sources.
Furthermore. the political will
is also normally evident in
tackling such natural disasters.
The paramount o of
the politicians should be to de-
escalate the crisis by arrivi
at an arrangement which wi
Frmridc a "cooling-off” period:
f necessary, thrdpresml per-
sonalities should step aside
and bring in some new faces in
order to remove the present
incompatibility; as we have
seen over the last couple of’
ars a number of "good of-
ces” are prepared to tte‘) in
and mediate: with clear
thinking and correct signailing

- the

the politicians and other lead-
ing citizens of the country can
still resolve the orisis.

Henry Kissinger wrote in
his The White House Years:
Some may visualize crisis
management as a frenzied
affair ‘in  which key
B}alicymakers converge on the

hite House in their
timousines. when harassed
officlals are bambarded by
nervous aides rushing in and

out with the latest flash cable:

Oddly :nug'gh. I have found
this not to be accurate; periods
of crisis, to be sure, involve

great tension but they are also -

chargc}tﬂu’ﬁl tib_.j;l strange
tranquillity. to
day dczﬁs are atrﬁedt}1r giy:
y are either ignored.
postponed. or handled by
subordinates. Personalit
clashes are reduced: too 1muc

is usually al stake for normal .

jealousies to operate. In 2
crists only the strongest strive
for responsibility; the rest are
intimidated by the knowledge
that fatlure will demand a
sca t. Many hide behind a
consensus that they will be
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reluctant lo shape:
concentrate on registering
objecliogs that will provide
alibis after the event. ‘ic few
prepared to grapple with

usually

olthers

circumstances are
undisturbed in the eye of a
hurricane. All around the there
Is commotion; they themselves
operate in solitude and a great
stillness that yields., as the
resolution nears) to exhaus-
tion, exhilaratiaon. or despair.
In this hour of great need
when the country is faced with
a terrible internecine conflict
_where are those few who
would grapple and be counted.
This is the time when one has

to be imaginative in approach

rather than being cfabie
and : This is the time
for rm into

accourit the pulupie‘l aspira-

. ,tions and fears. This is the

time to for al
and bri lri'tcbt s the ;Ea
tional interests. Without the
magnanimity and foresight the
consequences could be dire
and like the s we will
be heading towards the sea
and In mass teria throw
ourselves off the cliff and
commit a collective suicide.
Time will tell whether the na-
tion will be spared that suici-
dal usge.

The writer is a Barrister-at-
Laup. '

Ric:hardson_'s Visit to Bangladesh: Some Speculation

by Sinha M.A. Sayeed

S Congressman wide

known as a trouble-

shooter for his' oat-
standing contribution and
excellence in resolving
disputes and crises wherein
US interests and concerns
were serious, could also have
played a kind of shuttle diplo-
macy to bring the two topmost
leaders — BNP chaiﬁerlﬂn
arid Prime Minister aleda
Zia and AL president gnd erst-
while leader of the opposition
Sheikh Hasin to a
"Negotiating Table” at least

-during his recent presence at
Dhaka. But. inst of doing so,
he took resort to quiet diplo-
macy and left Bangladesh with
a seemingly impression that
BNP's stand and post-election

approach were logical, prag-
matic and time-oriented to
come out of the long-standing
and s e stalemate that
has brought this country virtu-
ally to a total standstill.

At the end of his twn-dlls;
unefficial visit to Banglades
the .trouble-shooter law-maker
while taikingz to the waitin

ress al the Zia Internation
rport, _}un rior to his de-
parture for Washington, ap-
prised the nation of his detec-
tion of a few shots (may be
termed as -trouble shooter's
shots or Richardson's formula)-
which he believed could be ef-
fective to put an end to the

resent impasse in
esh. The shots are:
Dialogue, not confronta-

tion between the leaders: Be-
cause he felt "since there was
no dialegue between the two
leaders for a long time, crisis

vated” )
E; Dialogue without any pre-
[ t

~condition: Because he

have a realization out of his
talks with Khaleda Zia and
Sheikh Hasina that pre-condi-
tion worked as an ol

o any dialogue between
.them in cular and leaders

c) Dia.lbgue can be started
from where it stop in Jan-
gue is to

uary: Because if a d

T P g

Sir, Education {s one of the
basic fundamental rights of the
citizen's of any country. It is
the duty of the government to

rovide educational facilities

or all, irrespective of any area.
But, in' fact,. the people of.
northern  Banglad are not

ﬁ:ttlng enough facilities for

igher education. Excepting
one general university

versity in whole of northern
B adesh. By now, only some
of the cu&%ea with present

_ staft, Ubrary and labo-
ratory facilities have been al-
lo to teach some selected
subjects in Honours and Mas-
ters courses.

But the students who are
taking Honours, Masters de-
gree from these college-uni-
versities are generally not do-
ing well in the competitive ex-
amination in comparison with
the students coming
other full-fledged universities.
True how the students will ac-

quire knowledge if, there is no-

Ex?erienced teachers and
well-equipped library and re-
search facilities? ;

In mufassil districts, gov-
ernment degree colleges are
suffering for the want of teach-
ers. The Public. Service Com-
mission cgnducted a special
examination [11;5111'1:‘11\:'l 16th
BCS) to recruit teachers on
emergency basis to equip
these colleges. But, reportedly,

- no _appointment letters have

yet been issued even after ex-
piry of one year. ‘

Here in Bangladesh, we do
not attach importance to any-
thing. We do not think about
pupils. The people of
Ran%pur district were de-
manding for the establishment
of a fu -ﬂcdjg:d university in
Carmichael College. Report-
edly. on many an occasion
ministers and heads of the

overnment during their visit
o the college shared the feel-
ihg for the necessity of a uni-
versity and assured to look into
the matter. But no assurance
has seen any light as yet. °
The Carmichael College was

stacle for

. in Rar
+ jshahi, there is no other uni- .

out from

. . constitutional o

-

_ fledged universit

Richardson said that he would report back to the
wake of the highly-talked about "Congressional Hearing on

and the Congress in Washington. In the
" scheduled to be heltl some time in

. the last week of March, this very Congressional contact, first of its kind, under the existing circumstances
shall have its own weight, value and significance. .

be resumed, it needs a start or

t and it is better to start
rom the where it stopped

d) It is up to the leaders to

solve their problem: Because
he understands "US cannot

substitute I'm;n%lnﬁld::tl;ll‘
own initjiative ingen to
roblem” and hence,
o the parties con-

solve the
it is u
cerned
lution.

come out with a so-

There is no denying the facl

that before going for a thor-

ough anatomy,.analysis and

consequently testing the ap-

plica

quiry into the stands and for-

mulas of BNP and AL backed by

the opposition is an unavoid-

able -Condition.
BNFP's t-election stand
goes as 5 ' :

a] BNP being the party in
power had to go for elections
to the Sixth Sangsad out of its
1 tion under
the circumstances, favourable

or not. With the elections over_

constitution has duly been
saved, preserved, and fortified.
b) As the very elections
were’ not for sta in power
for the constituti
lated bH-year term, dialogue
should be started with opposi-
tion to reach at a formula or
consensus for a free, fair and
fully participated election.

¢) Putting the consensus
{?rmu:saegltu a l:(all and E'etung

pa accordingly the
Sixth S a
for a free, fair and fully
pated election under the new
arrangement — caretaker or
interim caretaker government
whatever the name may be.

Opposition-backed AL's

post-election formula stands+

established during the British
rule. The college has the
p ects favourable for up-

ading it into a full-fledged
university. The geuple “of
northern Bangladesh who are
usually poor are sendihg their
sons/daughters to Dhaka. My-
mensingh, Sylhet. Chittagong,
Khulna, Kushtia for higher
studies while Rajshahi Univer-
sity alone cannot bear the load
of the students of the entire
area.

- Similarly the Haji Danesh
Agriculture College of Dinajpur
can easily be upgraded into an
agricultural university. This
college has enough area to ac-
commodate an university. At
present, the students of re-
mote areas who want to build
up their career in agriculture
E:}d ufh;l-:ir Egt;u-ﬂase faculties

e rushing to Mymensingh tq
ake degree in their d]';ﬁired
subjects. |

The people of the area will
be encouraged to send their
wards [or higher education if

facilities at a chea
available at their door-steps. It
|s really most unfortunate that
there is still only one full-
for the
whole of northern Bangladesh
whereas facilities for higher
studies have been more. or less
expanded in other parts of the

munu-{. _
: Will the government Jook

into it? .
Mahbubul Haque Chowdhury

BTV's Eid special

Sir, The special Eid
rammes telecast by the
angladesh Television had

rather disappointed the view-
ers. The Ananda Mela was not
so0 attractive. Only the Eid
special drama 'Dui Diner
Duniya’ by Amjad Hossain was
entertaining. e drama has
humorously depicted how mo-
bile telephones are being mis-
used /abused by the so-called

pro-

ity ol the shots of the
trouble-shooter. a careful en-

stipu-

d before moving -
ci-

r cost are’

o

for:

a) Immediate cancellation
of the elections of February 15.

b) Resignation of BNP cabt-
net or dismissal of BNP cabinet
by the President, if required
with a reference from
Supreme Court.

c) Finally. a call by the
President to the political par-
ties including BNP to sit with
him to devise the detalls to
form a neutral caretaker gov-
ernment to conduct the next
fair. free and fully participated
election.

In reality, the stands and
formulas of BNP and AL backed
by the opposition are diamet-
rically o to each other.
Both are overwhelmed with
their own interpretations,
logic, analysis and approaches
to a ble solution ef the
problem, '

With this broad-based per-
spective in mind, if we pro-
ceed to agply the shots of the
trouble-shooter Congressman
E}gut an end to the crisis, we

His first shot calling for a

dialogue between the two
leaders and fourth shot asking

our leaders to. solve our own,

roblem by ourselves without

ooking for any outside solu-’

tion, tantamount to a gener-
alised reality and necessity
about which nobody objects.

His second shot insisting on
dialogue without any pre-con-
dition itself Appears to be a
pre-condition for AL and the
opposition as it contains the
very basis for immediate pre-
recognition, or, to say more

appropriately, auto-recognition
to the legitimacy of BNP Gov-
ernment that came out
through the elections of Febru-

afffuent and neo-societ

who have become ri/ - not
through diligence but through
back-door and black-money:; il-
legally taking bank loan with

- no concern to re-pay the loan.

In reality, stern action should

be taken against the defaulters

as it was shown in the last
episode of the drama.

Meanwhile, it is sincerely
expected that the BTV will pay
more attention in producin
programmes for the specia
occasions like Eid in the fu-
ture.

M Zaf.udul Hague
Asstt Prof, BAl, Dhaka

17th BCS exam
schedule

Sir, Bangladesh Public Ser-
vice Commission’'s Secretary
has recently (twice) resched-
uled some examinations dates
of 17th BCS for Dhaka, Chit-
tagong and Rajshahi centres
through press note and refixed
them on Friday instead of nor-
mal working days and post-

oned all examinations for
ndon centre which was sup-
;i"rosed to start on Febrhiary 26.
996. without mentioning any
new dates. |

Nowadays. Bangladesh has

-become a political turmoil-

prone country and no one can
say what shall be there on to-
morrow perhaps except Friday
because Friday is a weekly
holiday and also a prayer day
for the Muslim community. S0,
no political party in Bangla-
desh perhaps puts any hartal
or blockade programme on
Friday.

Therefore, we the candi:
dates fervently appeal to the
authority for rescheduling all
the remaining dates also on
Friday Instead of normal work
ing days to relieve us of anxi

ely.

Igbal Ahmed
11/7 Igbal Road. Dhaka

ple |
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ary 15. It's a negation to his
own reassertion to the stand of
)S State Department that
stated rather unequivocally
that the election was flawed
and heavily rigged. |
His third shot — start from
where it st in January —
Is. in fact his second request
to AL and the opposition to ex-
tend support to the timacy
of BNP Government. Dialogue
was stopped In January also
because of detection of
amMguities and differences of
opinions among BNP
negotiators. Besides. starting
from the last llnfpn#c means
to forget wha appertied
during the  intermediary
period. ‘
Richardson's formula,
fact. willingly or unwﬂunﬁy.
e o e e
ends t
allowed to be jeopardised
the means, in that case BN

in

ment may have a sigh of.’

relief of being In place.

It may be viewed also this
way: Once BNP denied both
the ends and the means, now

it embraces both; the differ-

ence is, by conceding both, it
wants to get legitimacy of the
elections to the sixth Sangsad.

Interestingly enough,
Richardson has, until reeently,
not budged a si inch from
the .stand and cy of Clinton
Administration being mani-
fested by the statements and
briefings of the State Depart-
ment, before and after the
elections. After going back to
Washington he had talks with
fellow Congressmen and the

. Administration and further re-

iterated his stand on
Bangladesh stating, "By all
counts, the election left a lot
to, be desired,” and pointed
out, "If asked by all parties, we
will be glad, of course, tnjivc
advice. We do that privately.”
He categorically emphasised

- and

on dialogue between the par-
ties concerned.

BNP
cudture minister Man-
iyan who has recently
been assigned by the PM.and
BNP c n Khaleda Zia
to start contdcts with the
roai ion said to the press:
hink the atmosphere to sit in
a dial

bility of an acceptable so-
ution is bright as both the
sides have an obligation to the
nation." Commenting on the
overnment’'s move arrest

nan B

eo itibn leaders and ac-
tivists he pointed out that
thing would be OK. in course

ol time. Meanwhile in her ad-

dress over Radio and Televi-
sion on March 3. Prime Minis-
ter Khaleda Zia echoed the
same in her-3-point formula —
1). . .Constitution bill to be
amended t"'htillEnlt session l'lnt‘
Sangsad, ection to the
g& Sangsad within shortest
ble ; 3) EC to have

I} power to conduct the polls

- urging all political parties,
F‘OU. ps and professional organ-
sations the people to ex-
tend cooperation to resolve
the ; politieal crisis. But,
outright and instant rejection
of her call
perhaps a

towards and unknown
blackhole. 4

Requests, a
and advices, national and in-
ternational, are being con-
stantly made to both Khaleda
Zia and Sheikh Hasina to save
the nation without -any further
delay. In an open letter to
them President of DCCI re-

gu:!ted for Khaleda's
“magnanimity” and Hasina's
“flexibility and welfare-ori-

ented steps.” FBCCI president
calegorically made fervent
calls for immecdiate consensus

~ between the two leaders.

nt secretary general

o7

e still exists and the -

the opposition -
ted tgu: speed
of the 23-month-long stand-off

s. attempts - historian and

Now, should we (reat AL
and the opposition's 6-peint
_prograrmime of non-coope
movement from March 9 till
the fall of BNP ment as
also a direct rejection to the
trouble-shooter's shots?

Both AL and BNP still re-
main tight-} -about the
ouicome of their talks with
Richardson and about his
shots, no formal reaction
yet. been made available. Have
the talks and meetings con-
::ﬁi:ed an h:'}'-rsku Mhl:m at all

t may very lq:l'l
otherwise? :

chardson said that he

would ck to the Ad-
mtniltr;!lm:-‘n:ﬁ the

in Washington. In the w of
the . highly-talked about
"Congressional Henrlnf on
B adesh" scheduled to be
held some time In the last
week of March, this very Con-
ssional contact, first of its
ind, under the existing cir-
cumstances shall have its own
weight, value and ance
A8 chardson. a rat
himself discigsed that the visit
was made at the r est of
President Clinton to ve an
?nﬂmmm'hng of the problem
1ere.

Republicans are now domi-
nating both Houses of
Congress, Senate and House ol
Representatives. Sheikh
Hasina is said to have estab-
lished links with the Republi-
cans In particular and
Democrats in general, includ-
ing Bob Dole. leader of the ma-
juruy in the Senule and Ben-
amin Gilman. chairman of the
international committee of the
House of Representatives.

Muntasir Mamun. a noted
professor of his-
tory. University of Dhaka ob-
served with a very careful bent
ufﬁmtnd: "Bangl is a land
where everything is possible.”
So, who knows that the
Curt‘lére“!nnnl hearing on
Bangladesh shall not be faced
with an unexpected political
ECE?ainlp [I'tlitl":r‘\;::r!.lritl:)I;.'-E and con-
enial for at | )
in Hangllduh‘?m e

The writer is joint
for international affairs o

_ Jatiya Party

- Political Crisis : An Overview |

elections

in Bangladesh was held

without resolving
stagnant political crisis. The
political crisis and. especially,
the recent elections have
thrown politics almost in a
blind alley reducing further
the limited Jeeway available to
the major political parties.
Now, the ruling party has de-
clared that it was entitled to
form the government as it had
hag%ed majority seats of the
parliament. Mainstream oppo-
sition political parties say that
as the election was farcial,. the
jovernment so formed would
e illegal. According to the

civil society. pacification and.

normalisation of agitatjon are
prerequisites to reverse the
dangerously downward trend
in the politics of Bangladdesh.
Otherwise, the society itself
may degenerate triggering a
moré dangerous crisis.

l Ft:gltical climate was turbu-
ent during the pre-poll period
also. The Chﬁcprlrl.ftrmn
Commissioner said that elec-
tions should be held for consti:
tutional continuity. Here he
apparently became the self

proclaimed guardian of the
Constitution. According to Ar

ticle 7 of the constitution, all
powers in the Republic belong
to the people”. and therefore,
he should not have put "the
people” in an atmosphere of
steadly increasing violence and
insecurity in the name of elec

tions. Some eminent legal ex.

perts said that holding of elec-
tions within 90 days {rom the
dissolution of the parliamen:
was merely directory ‘and not
‘mandatory Supreme ( ourt is
the final interpreter of the

Constitution and other laws

The President of Bangladesh

could have referred the matter

to the Supreme Court uander
Article 108 of the C onstityution
for its opinfon  The € hief
Fiectlion (amnnmssioner of

Hangiaaesh (ould have 1ol

the

by M A Mutaleb

lowed a recent Indian prece-
dent. A few months ago, the
Prime Minister of India said
that election would
Kashmir very soon.
Election Commissioner of In-
dia. Mr T N Sesan with his two
colleagues travelled throughout
Kashmir for assessment of the
actual situation. On return to
New Delh: he declared in a
grcss conference, "Holding of

ections in Kashmir is not
possible as extreme violence
provails there.” On account of
the extreme political crisis.
country-wide violence. and in-
security it was perhaps the
duty of the Chief Election
Commissioner not to hold the
elections. The question of Con-
stitutional continuity could

have been considered by the
fovernment. the political par-
ties and the Supreme Court
when referred to it.

Political crisis can never be
solved by force. In West Ben-
gal, political murders reached
a flgure of 1200 in 1970
Troops were called in to help
the civil authorities in holding

‘peaceful eiections Despite
extetiwive patrolliing by the
troops, 120 deaths occourred

and thousands were injured
dunng the election campaign
ing Of course the political
crisis of West Bengal was quite
different from that ot

Bangiadesh Yet that can be at
teast a distant example
The (Chief Eleotrion Com
TRISSIONeT Was The most pow
eriul man an Bangladesh as 1t
appeared (rom his pre poll
pronouvnieinents Arpny was
called 1ot recover (llegai
Arms anf 1o help hold peaceful
rlections  Armis recovery drve
Was nol surcessial o4 11 ap
peared from subseqguent re
wis and ncidesas Repost
ront duferen: sog0es sand
that o the elect o cbay v
Trtionl was exiremeiy, | ow
laowest an the lostsey or e
Brons 1 Bavalslesti There was

A i e BRI o B e R e,

Adegalion of Y,

hold in .
e Chief

other gross irregularities in-
«luding absence of presiding
. officers or polling agents. So
election was neither genuine
nor meaningiul being not re-
flective of the opinion of the
major ents of the popula-
tien. eaningful elections
could not be held in a peaceful
manner in an atmosphere sur-
charged with violence. fear
and insecurity inspite of de-
ployment of huge number of
members of law enforcing
agencies including the Army.

unprecedented in Bangladesh
elections. THe whole electoral
process did not com with

international standard for a
truly electoral exercise, be-
cause 'genuine elections”™ en-
visaged in Article 21 of the
Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights cannot be held
without participation of the
major segments of population
and major Pohu-:al parties.
In the light ol experience
athered from the 1988 par-
iamentary elections. the psy-
chological effect of an idea that
induced le to feel that ex-
cept BNF other parties taki
art in the elections were no
nown i the political field
while the mainstream oppost-
tiori  parties boveotted the
elections that BNP candidates
were  elecied  uncontested
troam 48 constituencies and

would be elected as well from
others even with lowest voter
turnout and that wviolence
would prevail resulung in
thaos made people pessimistic
haut  and kept them away
brests parfoipatuog i the eleg
Ty 19

A definttive choice between
Renine elections  promoting
demeracy and mereiy cos
metic change which will not
Attedt the stagnant posinon ol
SEA110 e remaIns to be inade
Py the pwvor pobitical parties
for the goamd of (he country and
g e i
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