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—Inside Today
Article

Crisis to Conflict

by Manzoor Hasan
Page 4

Focus

15 February Election: It
has created more
problems than it has
solved; Reviewing the
aftermath

Page 5 .

International

Leftist parties plan to
censure govt in Lok
Sabha for Hawala scam

Clinton proposes
$ 242 6b military
budget for '97

J Page 8

A
Business

US faces tough
decisions on trade with
China

ASEM unlikely to bring
| immediate flurry of
new business to Asia
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. 12 killed in
Colombia landslide
BOGOTA, Mar 5: At least 12

people. most of them children.
were killed today in a landslide

in central Colembia t

by recent heavy rains the
area, -aid Several peo-
ple were also mi after a
wave of mud and rocks came
er down before dawu on
a cluster of houses perched at
the foot of a mountain in Ar--
menia. capital of central -
dio province. police added,
reports Reuter.

postponed

The pational convention of
the left Democratic Front
LL[}Flhnch.edulcd for c'lm:ilrlday

as bee ostpone ue Lo

hartal eaﬂa? by the opposition.
The LDF at an emergency
meeting yesierday aiso post-
poned n,s district representa-
tives' conference scheduled to
be held at the Engineers
Institute on the day, said a
press release repﬂrls UNB.

Rafiq visits Orbis

Housing and Public Works
Minister Rafiqul Islam Mia vis-
ited Orbis. a mobile eye hospi-
tal at Zia International Airport
yesterday. Just after arrival at
the airport after attending the
SAARC Housing Ministers
Conference in Colombo from
February 28 to March 2,
Minister went to Orhis and
visited the operation theatre
there, reports BSS

» .
ive injured in
N'ganj blast
From Our Correspondent
NARAYANGAN.] Mar 5 Five
persois were seriously injured
in a blast while they were mak -
g botnbs i a house near To

iaram College in the town yes
terd. 4y, afternoan.

B

PM's letter to Hasinafor
talks on non-p

Prime Minister and Chair-
person of the ruling BNFP Be

President Sheikh Hasina
inviting her to stt for a dia-
logue on the proposed non-

all
BNP JoInt Secretary General
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan said.

General Secretary Zillur Rah-
man at 10.45 pm.
When contacted over tele-

vy Rahman. said she received
the PM’'s letler from BNP Of-
fice Secretary Nazrul [slam
Khan as her husband was not
at home at that time.

Replying

b i gl L S | T SR e e i

gum Khaleda Zia yesterday
wrote a letter to Awami League

par!?' governinent for holding
uture general elections.

The letter was delivered ;it
the Gulshan residence of AL

hone last night, Zillur's wife,

to a question, Ivy
Rahman. whn is chief of the
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By Staff Correspondent

Mahila Awami League. said she
would have contacts with her
"husband this morning on the
matter and added that il sug-
gested by him she would for-
*ward the letter to Sheikh
Hasina sometime today.
Earlier in the evening, Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan. who is
Minister for Food and Agricul-
ture, told the regular press
briefing at his Bailey Road res-
idence that the letter was ad-
dressed to the AL chief and
former Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Parliament Sheikh
Hasina and was B(Fncd by the
Prime Minister and BNP chiel.
He, however, declined to
divuige the contents of the let-
ter copies of which, he said.
would be made available to the

ress alter it reached Slieikkh -

iasina.

#

A BNP source, however,
said that Begum Zia's letter
contained her proposals for
non-party government
holding all future elections and
an invitation for talks to settle
all matters relating to. such a
government and another ‘gen-
eral election.

Asked on the Gppuuiunn's

condition for fresh dialogue

that the President should ini-
tiate it, Mannan Bhuiyan said,
'WE (leaders of the BNP and

‘m-sitmn parties) had talks

ler and we ourselves want
to resolve the political crisis
through discussions”.

Replying to another ques-
tioni, he said some of the oppo-

sition leaders were released

yesterday and others would be
freed in phages,
"~ See Page 12 Col 3

for -

[:;:un Union today ur

-+ "Show restraint” and try

. constructive dialogu

o

- Show téstraint,

urges EU

-

Mar 5: The Euro-
feud-
parties in Bangladesh to
to
stop election-related violence,
reports Reuter. .

“"The European Union is
very concerned that the lonﬁ
political crisis in Banglades
is continuing and is increas-
ingly accompanied by vio-
lence,” the EU said in a state-
ment issued by Italy which
holds thc mtat cgu

"It u all si to ahnw
restraint and to enter into a
e to seek
the

ROME,

an early political solution,”
See Page 12 Col 3

g

e

_the Oppunitlnn's non-coop

| secreta

e ——— = s e p—

tar

SHAWAL 15 1416 HI RI

" UICE
JAM
PICKLE .
KETCHUP
SHERBET

‘Three Opposition

]e aders freed

By Staff Correspondent

overnment yesterday
three top Opposition
were detained during
era-

relcau
leaders

tion programme last week.
Tofael Ahmed, presidium
member of Awami League,
Mohammad Nasim, organising
ol the same party,

and ul Qader Mollah, pub-

licity secretary of Jamaat-e-
from

Islami, ;E;c released
separate
Arrested under the S Special
Powers Act, the political ” lead-
€rs§ were ucnttnjaﬂeachuna
ay detention.
Hnw:v:r JP secretary
Ecn.:ral Anwar Hossain Manju,
ister Muudud Ahmed of
the same and Matiya
l23hr.rlm'll:lhl.lr{)y . M.i._. who was
picket u police from near
the Eanglad:sh Secretariat
during t non-cooperation
amme, were still under

detention, Opposition sources

said.

Joint secretary general of
the ruling BNF and culture
and Food Minister Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan had an-
nounced on Monday that the
detained Opposition leaders
would be released in phases
for creating an atmosphere
congenial to dialogue.

fael Ahmed, who was ar-
rested on February 24. was

.released from Rajshahi jail at

12 noon. He returned to Dhaka
by a Biman Bangladesh airlines
flight on the same day.

‘Mohammad Nasim, who was
arrested on February 24, was
released from No i Jail. He
was due in the capital late last
night after holding a public

ﬁat Noakhali.

Qader Mollah, arrested on
Feb 27, was released from
Dhaka Central Jail at about 12
noon, Jamaat leaders said.

See Page 12 col B

i ln ndm have already

uitnn at a stall of the Ekullury Bonk Fnir -t Eangia Muhm_v preminl whuzh ends today.

—Btafphoto

angladesh e is to at-
trac.t lnp international hydre-
carbon uploralum COm

after two consecutive gas re-
serve finds in the country, in
the second round of interna-
tional hidding lnr exploration
by July this ye
lﬂﬂlll for the tender
HM%M 15 exploration blocs
in the US city of Houston and
started,
placed sources in the
Tﬁ Ministry said.
two recent strikes in
Bhola and in the Bay of Bengal

have already put Bangladesh in

a position to attract the top

¢ five hydrocarbon explorers

=

The US Department of
Enkrgy is also likely to support

 if Bangladesh requests the big

companies to participate in
the bidding, the sources said

e e o T —

The World Bank (WB) had
funded the first bidding for

LY
1% gm;rtrnmﬂnl may ap-

proach a multilateral donor
agency for funding the bld.di
process this time. which wi
coipe as grants, the wurr.:t:i
addexi.

t in the first round of bid-

| ding held in September 1993

in Houston, eight blocs out of
the 23 exploration blocs had
been put on the table,

Later. production sharin
contracls 8] were sign
for five of the eight blocs and
agreements were initialed for
the other three.

The new find. in Bloc-16 In
the Bay ol Bengal. the country's
19th gas field, shortly after an-
other discovery in Bhola, ex-
pands the known hydrocarbon
prospective area from the
easiern region to the south
and west of the country, an

$ 3m IFC loan
guarantee

for IDLC
By Staff Correspondent

The World Bank's private
sector financing window, the
International Finance Corpora-
tion (JFC). yesterday agreed Lo
guarantee a local currency loan
equivalent to three million US
dollars for the Industrial De-
velopment Leasing Company
limited (IDLC). according to a
fax message received from
Wa !

The Dhaka-based lecasing
com any IDLC, will use the
fun channeled. through
L}haka branch of ANZ Grindlays

See Page 12 ¢d1 7

Next round of bidding for 011,
gas exploration by July

By Inam Ahmed and R M Titumir

exploration expert observed.
Follewing the f{irst an-
nouncement of the find In the
London Stock Elrlung the
share price of Cairn Energy
PLC of Scotland. a partner tn
Bloc- 16 exploration, soared
irom 22p 1o 21 in a day. a
source concerned pointed out.
Moreover, the success rate
ol striking hydrocarbon re-
serve in sh was 40
per cent because 53 wells
were drilled since 1910 and

.12 4 trillion cubic feet of gas
. reserves were confirmed until

the two recent sirikes, an

Energy official noted.
“In the
tion, the international qu

world will have many a
regarding oil exploration In
Bangladesh even alter thﬁ
have our energy policy a
other documents because ex-
ploration involves millions of
dollars.” a top official said.

They will seek explanation
on different aspects of the en-

ergy policy. The policy makers
present in the bidding meet-
ing will respond to Lthese
queries.” he added.

Londen has been selected

for bidding since the head-
quarters ‘hig league com-
panies are situated while

See Page 12 col 7
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Crucial closing
encounters
today
Sports Reporter

The statisticians will have a

torrid time fixing lays
' whom in the four qunrtcrsnlh

i of the Wills World Cup cricket
at the end of the thru:

matches
di erent yenues
continent today.
ing day ol lhe

played at
th: conclud-
preliminary

round of the sixth version of

India — with the latter
playing their last Group A

See Page 12 Col 3
Philips-DS Quiz-I
Student wins
first prize,
cricketer 2nd
+ Sports Reporter

A student and a former
national cricketer won the
fifst and second prizes
tively in the lucky draw of
Daily Star-Philips World Cup

iz No 1 held at the Jatiya

Club auditorium yester-

Muhammad Shariful Islam
Beg. an eighteen-year old
student from Shama Charan
Roy Road. Mymensingh. won
the first prize, a 21-inch Phi-
I-IE. Powervision colour televi

: while Jahangir Shah Bads-

t hah, a former national cri-

See Page 12 Cal 2

Cabinet okays
amendment of -
Money Loan

Court Act '90

The Cabinet yesterday
amendment
the Money Loan
1990, UNB.
Proposal for

Convention relating
right was also approved
€Cabinet meetin
Hlni:tﬂ Kha

to
with m&
Zia n thl!

the -

| Arar{:;h_uxl_ﬂu&r ties the hands of a Palestinian man in the ut uk rnfu:n camp of Al

[sraeli troops lay siege to West Bank

| Fawwuz, near Hebron, yesterday in the aftermath of a bombing campaign. The Israeli army

I arrested 19 people.

— AFP/UNB phato

. lages

TEL AVIV, Mar 5: Under-
mining the Israel-PLO

agreement even as he to
save it. Prime Minister Shimon

to fadres “'r:,...m
ey oy
a es
Mm' y. report AP, Reuter
Before dawn, troops
the homes of 10 ed
members of the group
Hamas. Seldiers shut the doors
and windows of the houses of
all but one of the four suicide
bombers who have attacked |s-
rael over the Inlnt nl:lu- ':l!nrl,
killing 57 people and them-
selves

Thousands of troops erect-
ed barricades around mare
than 400 West Bank comm-
unities, confining Palestinian
residents within. Feari
siege. Palestinians stock
flour, oil and other

The [srael army also said it
was prohibiting Jewish settlers
from employing West Bank

Palestinians.

*The IDF has Im a8 clo-
sure on all the cities and vil-
) and towns in the West

and within this frame-
work, the exil of Arab resli-
dents is forbidden from their
sctilements.” an army

See Page 12 Col 8.
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Business leaders' call
Resolve crisis through
dialogue immediately

By Staff Cnmspnndmt

Four leading trade and
chamber bodies and the Dhaka
Stock Change in a joint state-
ment yesterday urged the po-
litical
present crisis
through dialogue

alogue and discussions
which are the tested means of
reso political conflicts are
needed for resolution of the
cusrrent l:risi: sald the state-
ment.

It was si

immediately

president
of Metropolitan Chamber of
Eummert: and Industry
(MCCI) Samson H Chowdhury

it of Dhaka Chamber of
:mu and Indust

tDECH Ali Hassain, pre
of Bangladesh Employers’ As-
i Lotia S Rty
t of Foreign Investors'
hamber of Commerce and
Industry Mahbub Jamil and
chairman of Dhaka Stock

Em:'h.mgt Imtiyaz Husain. .+’

parties to resolve the.

"It is reassuring that the
government has rec dgmm:d
the need for a fresh eleetion
to be held under a peutral gov-
ernment,” said the statement.

“The country could have
been- spared from the current
tu if this recognition was
announced earlier.” it noted.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia's announcement
for holding a fresh election
under caretaker government
may not be enough to resoive
the prevailing crisis, but it
provides a starting point for
‘dialogue, said the business
leaders.

"On_national issues of such
serious rtance, it is desir-
able that correct direction
should come from a process of
dialogue and not from the de-
ilﬁdnn of any one party.” they

"In fact, history is replete

See Page 12 col 8
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While th: road transport
sector is advafcing fast with
the private sector's aggressive
participation. the state-run
raflway is ting a losing bat-
tle for existence by retaining

m&nm and goods, reports

Rallway's passenger traffic
lvas constantly been on the
wane while the authorities are
desperately trying to keep the
volume of cargo intact.

Official sources said a re-
cent review meeti on the

performance of rallway ex--

serious concern over
he g business of the
sector that continued to

The was worried at
the dismal revenue e si-
tuation ‘of railway during the
first four months of the cur-
remt fiscal (July-Oct 1995)
which fell short of the tnr[t.-t

by a big margin of 29

The revenue fatled mntch
mﬂtllth::ami ;}ft:::
corresponding pe of t
hltl'llmllnddmppedby?

per cent.

betier and continued to dete-
riorate with dmlmx;; “traffic
offer” as a result frequent
strikes and bhchadcl as well

DSE trading

drops by 60pc
in February
By Staff Correspondent

A total 17.39.353 shares
and debentures valued at Tk
2619.49 283 were (raded last
month while 41,48 472 shares
and debentures worth Tk
64,.61.98 069 were traded at,
DSE during January.

Talking to The Datly Star,
Imtiaz Husain, Chairman of the
DSE. sald the slow down s
the result of management
problem of the market coupled
with less number of 'lll'll.'nl'hll'n:l
days than usual due to
strikes, blockades a
ernment holidays.

Abu Ahmed, a Dhlh Unid-,
versity teacher and a stock
market analyst, neted that
some | tfelio In-
vesiors left with disappeint-

Sec Page 12 col 7

. ments,

| Rlyfallsto achieve
bympc

thhmllnf
senior railway nfﬂu::ta! gi

ing an idea about strlke
losses, said the recent six-da
ceaseless strike had cost ra
way Tk 5 crore in Hurthr:rn

zone alone.

traffic of railway
gsharply dropped to
3.96.46.000 in the last fiscal
(1994-95) from 4.45,15,000
in 1993-94.

Revenue from cargo
1994-95 sli . but
that too Is facing threats due to
Ero'lng interest towards less

azardous road sector.

‘Raillway sources said even
various government de art
the f
partment, was incrcuingly

pre the rnndﬂu hmtubzi to
railway te tter ng
the mode.

" The beleaguered rail

See Page 12 Col 4
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Former President Khanda-
kar Moshtagque Ahmed died of
brain haemorrhage in Dhaka
yesterday afternoon at a Eitir
clinic” He was 77, reports

Moshtaque Ahmud Was
admitted ln the hospital yes-
telay at 2 pm and expired at
2:30 pm, according to clinic
sources,

His namaz-e-jalaza will be

See Page 12 ccl 6

Hartal now
tomorrow
By Staff Correspondent

The major opposition polit-
ical parties have ngw called a
countrywide dawn-to-dusk
hartal temorrow, revising-their
earlier call for hartal today, in
Dhaka and five adjoining dis-
tricts.

Awami League, Jatiya Party
and Jamaht-e-Islami in sepa-

The UNB mpnr‘l;ad late last

that the mainstream

has revised its call for coun-

trywide hartal tomorrow and

said hartal will now be observed

today in Dhaka and five ldj'

oining districts. The Dally Star

hewever, could not confirm the
I ﬁ il

rate press statements yester-
day. said that the change was
made to [acilitate the return

home of the devotgeg who ai-
fended_ the pw:r u!u*a{ |

artlcs gave the
hartal call to pn:an their com-
mon demands for cancellation
of the February 15 polls, resig-
nation ol the present govern-
ment and holding of elections
under a caretaker government

See Page 12 Col 3

BNP rally
rescheduled.
for today

By Staff Correspondent

The ruling BNP has again
rescheduled its planned public
rally in the city from March 7.
to March 6 due to the
shifting of the hartal date by
the major up sition l?aru;-i
coincidin the ‘ra
Nazrul Is am office scr.:rr:tnry
of the party, last night.

However, the venue and
time — Manik Mia Avenue at 3
pm would remain un-
changed. he said.

Prime minister and the
BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia is schedul
address the rally, planned to
project her party's latest stand
on the non-party government
to hold future general elec-
tions and to mobilise public |

opinion against the Opgonl—
tion's “destructive”™ activities.
The second rescheduling of
See Page 12 coi 8

:

circumstances.

2.00 pm of 19.3.96.

l DFP-4913-4I3 Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha,

RAJUK Commercial Plot
Corrigendum of

Auction Notice

It is hereby notified for the information of all
concerned that the Auction date of Commercial-
Cuni-Residential Plot No 16, Road No 2, Sector No
3 and Plot No 7, Sector No 6 on Shahjalal Avenue
at Uttara Commercial Area, Dhaka as per Auction
Notice publishedon 15.2. %lntthangladesthms
on 16.2.9614n the Dainik Banglaand on 20.2.9611 in the
Dainik Ittefaq has been refixed on 20.3.96 instead of

28.2.96 at 10.00 AM due to unavoidable

Application form will be received by the Deputy
Director (Estates) from the intending bnddcra up to

It may be mentioned here that among the intending
bidders those who have ‘already purchased
application form shall not need to purchase t afresh.

All other terms and conditions as per previous
Auction Notice shall remain unchanged.

Chairman




