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TntryWWbycmnﬂ amdummng:tu com. with th:auhjrct.

agora®mail. w3.org. WEBSTER <WORD>

In the body of your email write: <word> being the word you want to define.
www o

send http:/ /WWW /W3 /org Want to send an email anonymously?

You'll receive in due course the Agora help
file and the "WWW Welcome Page" from Cern
which will include references to -other Web
documents you'll want to explore.

If you know the URL (Uniform Resource
Locator] that you want you to receive

The "anan’ server” provides a front for

sending majl messages and posting to Usenet
newsgroups (such as soc. culture. bangladesh)..
should the need ever arise. To get complete
instructions, send an.email to: .

(commonly referred to as a "home page”). just help@anon.penet.fi
send your message to: - :
agora®@mail.w3.org Have a difficult math problem? "
and in the body of the message. write: o problem’'s too big or too small for Dr.
send <URL> Math. Just send an email to:
replacing <URL> with the proper URL dr.math@forum.swarthmore.edu
specificator,

., and state your problem in the body of the test.
Dr. Math will solve the problem as soon as he
can. :

Tbﬂndﬂnappropn.neWeb

page for your
interest, ﬂr-tlurtiﬂththeum..

send Fi;‘r H:l:liuonnll.nim*nuunn on off-line access
http: Hwehcrawlerunm ch/w3ca to the Internet, send as emaily to mail-
talog? <keyword> server@rtim.mit.edu and enter this line in the

body of your message:

send usenet/news.answers/internet-
urﬁmim-v!:-cmaﬂ

The document will be roughly 60 kilobytes.

Be sure to read the néxt issue of "Live from
the Internet” for more tips on off-line Internet
access.

andreplm-:km'd:»ﬂﬂ:mewdnf ur
choice. If you have two -4

Webster's Dictionary by email?

TRAP OR TREAT FOR THE
HOME-ALONE WORKER

: The communications revo- tried to reduce air pollution slowly than the technnlm,y
lution is chmpng not only and traffic congestion by en- Although many employees say

the way many’ peopje” work, couraging at-home workers. they work harder when they
but also where they work. an estimated eight million are home alone, bosses
H'l:l'l_.": Arlene Getz examines people now telecommute dislike. losing their ability for
the growing +trend of from home at least one day a . direct supervision. Some
telecommuting -- or working week. | . consider telecommuting to
from home. With these numbers grow- be a way of shirking work.
ing at a rate of about 15 to 20 Union leaders. meanwhile,
Arlene Getz per cent a year since the are concerned that compa-

apgetz@aol. com
Boston, Massachusetts, USA:

When driving snow made
roads impassable during the
record-breaking January
storm in the north-eastern
United States, immobilised
workers took to the mEhwayu
of cyberspace.

Unable to commute to
their offices, they telecom-
muted via their personal
tomputers instead.

For many, the at-home day

spent exchanging ideas with

colleagues through electronic
mail or researc material

on the Internet was just a
break from their usual rou-
tine. For others, it was a taste
of the future.

While working from home
may not be unusual for people
like writers or artists, tech-
, nological developments --
particularly the explosion of
Internet usage over the past
18 months -- have added a

nies already cutting back on

their workforces could ex-
ploit the trend by sacking
laid-off workers and re-hiring
them as lower-paid home-
based contractors without
medical or insurance bene-
fits. And a spirit of labour sol-
idarity is difficult to maintain
withh workers isolated in
their homes:

mid-1980s, executives pre-
dict that some companies
may allocate as much as 80
per cent of their work to
telecommuiters by 2000.

"Telecommuting is really
about getting rid of that in-
dustirial era notion that you
have to be in the same place
at the same time -- like your
grandparents all standing *
over a factory loom,” New
Jersey telecommuting con-
sultant Gil Gordon told the
Boston Globe newspaper re-
cently. "It is foolish and
costly.”

The social potential of this
development is enormous.
For women whose family re-
sponsibilities make it difficult
for them to put in regular of-
fice hours. the ability to work
efficiently from home offers
new opportunities to keep
their careers on track. If
telecommuting is no longer
new dimension to the prac- considered an inferior alter-
tice known as telecommut- native, then working mothers
ing. -- theoretically at least

Other professionals, such have the chance to erode
as lawyers or accouritants, are some of the traditional barri
cutting down on travel time ers to their professional ad-
and petrol by spending part vancemerit.
of their working week al
home. In the US., where
states such as California have

Perhaps the greatest so-
cial ill of telecommuting is
the further blurring of dis-
tinction between work and
home. The home can become
an inescapable office.

High-tech professionals,
for instance, have cellular
phones. fax machines. tele-
phone answering systems
and electronic mail to keep
them in constant reach of
contacts around the world.

Lightweight portable
computers with modems to
link up to the Intermet allow
them to remain plugged in to
the rest of the world from
even the most remote loca:
Lions.

The weekends and snow
days once synonymous with
family time at home are be-
coming just extensions of the

One problem is that atti- working week.

tion

tudes are changing more (Courtsy: Gemini News)

-——H_h_l_——_u_——.-‘_.___—____—__l____

The articles, or "posts” !tn use Internet parlance] published in this page come from the Bangladesh
Internet news group called "soc.culture.bangladesh,” or SCB. In this newsgroup, Internet users from around
the world, mostly Bangalees, dmunnmmumammmmﬁmﬂuwmmmm
reprints thmpmts verbatim (complete with English
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computer screen. mmm:yMemmﬁrmmmmmmmm

What is next in Pohtlcs

Mohammad Harunuzzaman
mharunuz@magnus.acs.ohio-
state.edu. USA: , ;
Flease try to think about the
distinction between changing
the constitution and the
method to be followed to make
the change. The change can
be made either by using provi-
sions allowed by the constitu-

tion or- throwing out the con--
stitution altovether by decree

through "emergency rule” or
"martial law" (in Bangladesh
both would mean the same
thing).

Then ask yourself which
m:thod you would prefer.

Zunaid Kaz
kazi@stimpy.eects. ude[.edu
USA:

A question that we should
all take some time to ponder
irrespective of our political
tdeologies and affiliations.

While the constitution is
not a sacrosancr document
which is immutable for all
ages, any changes to it must be
brought about through provi-
sions dictated in it,

Throwing out constitutional
provisions just because it is
"expedient” is one of the most

dangerous precedent that we
could ever set for Bangladesh.

—
We must work within the
framework of the consti-
tution, otherwise the
whole existence of the
constitution is meaning-
less. We have a constitu-
for areason. A fra-
mework through which
the rule of law can protect
the citizens. One extra-

'| consYitutional action will
| pave the road for every

_power hungry politician to
ignore the constitution

and rule through whims
and decrees.

e B 03050,

We mus:
fr.umework of the constitution.
ulherwise the whole existence
of the constitution is meaning-
less. We have a constitution for
a reason. A framework through
which the, rule of law can pro-
tect the eitizens. One extra-

constitutional action will pave
the road for ¢very power hun-

gry politician to wnore the

constitution and rule through

whims and decrees. While the
elections are now tainted with
the tar of “"representation”,
IMO they had to be held, re-
gardless of what Khaleda or
Hasina or AL or BNP or Jl or

| JP thinks, We need toe mamtain

the rule of law or anarchy will
br the order of the day. Bul.

Asian Internet

Bala Pilled
halaapic. net
LISA:

AlM - Aslan Internet Mar-
keting is designed to facilitate
discussion between Internet
marketing. media and sales pi-
oneers in Asia. Examples of
Asian Internet subjects that
would be of interest to list sub-
scribers are:

o Introduction Biographies

o News of relevance to Asian
Internet Marketers .
o Commentary and views $
o Asian Internet Marketing/
Siales related questions and
a1swers

o Integrating Internet-based

marketing tactics with
traditional media
o Asian Cultural and Or-

ganisational Impediments to
Internet and ways to overcome
them

o Overcoming cross-border
marketing impediments in
Asia with the Net

@ New Internet technologies of
specific benefit to Asian
Internet Marketers

o Using Asian Languages to
market 1o Asians

o Selling to a multi-linguistic
audience over the Nét )

work within the

then again, that is what's hap-
peping in Bangladesh, isn't it?

l. am no fan of- either
Khaleda Zia or Sheikh Hasina,

and both as well as the other

parties are to be blamed for -

the current crisis, *but® IMO

the major share of the blame
mus! fall on Sheikh Hasina.

She had precipitated the crisis
with increasingly strident and
intransigent demands that
drove the other side into a
corresponding intransigent
stance. Furthermore, I don't

" think she understands the
- spirit of democracy anymore

or if she did at all. Enforced
hartals and enforced boycotts
[backed up by threats] is not

democracy in action.
Bilayet Hossain

mbhossain®aardvark. uoknor.edu

Dept of Chemistry & Bta—
chemistry

Oklahoma University, USA
i suppoacdljr ‘neutral’ pa-
tricts think® this way then
‘what is next” would probably
be ‘'more sof the same'. This
kind of postings shows that we
are not yet in a mood to talk
with others to seek a 'common

ground’, --but we are talking to

ourselves (and our constituen-
cies) to test the 'ground’ we
stand on. What you have said
about Sheikh Hasina--why even

Bcplmmmuldnnthawu.id"

any better |

Zunaid Kazi, USA: Khaleda Zia

could have shown more

state"person”ship is moot right
9

Bilayet Hossain. USA: What

does this mean ? You are not

going to say anything about Be-
gum Zia's intransigence---as
"she was the legallv % ‘ed
prime minister in o 'frve wud
fair election™ Were the cppn-
silion members ‘illegally
elected’ in some other ' not so

-free and fair’ elections 71!

Your elogquent defense of
the constitution and democ-
racy is well taken. But it is al-
most universally accepted that
the test of democracy in a
coQintry rests not on the activ-
ity of the opposition but of the
government.
world's infamous dictators |
Ferdinand Marcos of Phillip-
ine. Franceis Duvalier of Haiti--
even Hitler ) were legally
elected in.a fair’ election ---in
their first-time election.

It is the spirit of the consti-

- tution that is what we should

defend. And before you or Be-
gum Zia win us all over by a
lecture on how to defend the
constitution--let me give a few

examples of some other coun-
iries .

- sonnels |

Many of the

ister of Sweden ( a prospective

future prime ‘minister) re-
signed becguse she used the -

state credit card to buy some
candies worth a few dollars !

(2) A Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral---a close friend of the sit-
ting President of the United
States ---is tried in a court and
is in jail Il

When you all compare the

- actions of the opposition and

the.-Govt.--do }rnu ever stop to

'..._...._._....._
It is almost universally ac-

cepted that the test of

.democracy in a eounitry

rests not on the activity of
the opposition but of the

government. Many of the

world's infamous dicta-

tors (Ferdinand Marcos of

Phillipine, Francois Du-

_valier of Haiti--even

Hitlﬂ)ml@aﬂyehcm
in a 'fair' election ---in

their first-time election.

think that this could be unfair
in ‘a coyntry like ours. The
prime minister has in her
comimand--the entire govt.
machinery---the armed per-
_ now we know
400.000 -army, navy,BDR,
ansars, police--etc.)--the bu-

ri.'.ﬂlltrﬂt]i'- -the propaganda
mnchlnchr ( state-owned Ra-
‘dio-TV)--the banks ‘&-the con-
trol of all the business oppor-
tunities---etc. etc, And what do
the oppositions have ? ( I
know some hired ‘goondas’ &

hoodlums--according to some °

of youl).

Zunaid Kazi, USA: IMO, the

opposition should have partic-
ipated in the elections and
then if there had been wide-
spread rigging and vote-
"dacoity” there case would
have more merit. -Instead, us-
ing allegations against- some-
thing that has not yet hap-
pened, they were simply show-
ing how much our political
leaders know or care about

dl:m-ui:rncy

Bﬂuyel Hossain, USA: Did
you ever try to find out about
Magura by-election ? Opposi-
tion propaganda ? What about
the latest ‘one- party clection’ ?
All those reports of ballot-box-
‘sfuffings are false ? You only
lamented about ---'tainted'
election by the tar of
‘representation’. Sure why
should one care about how
many voted ! The prime minis-
ter has already said--it is a

mandate ! Let us save the book

! The King Is dead. long live
the King ! :

Che Thily Skar 5

Zunaid Kazi, USA: And Khaleda
Zia is no excecption. We have a
bunch of power hungry fools
who masquerade as - our
"leaders”. Well, we deserve it

. since we ]ét them get away

with it.
Such a tragedy.

Bilayet ‘Hossain, USA: It may

'not make any difference to

you--but just a reminder that
in 1981

League, Jatiya Party and Jamaat

- -together received about 60%

of thé popular’ vote--against
BNP's 38-39%. BNP won 146

. seats in-the parliament. They

became majority by adding the
"female” members --those
were elected by the members
of the paliament and not by the
'‘people’. In December, 1994,

147 members of the Fa:lla-
ment resigned.

" Mozammel Khan, Canada:
There is a litte cofrection in

your statistics. BNP got only

31% of the votes with 138
seats. AL, along with other 'boat
symbol' candidate got 40% of
the vote which makes the total
opposition vote to 69%.

M. Rahman
nrhpmfandmt
USA:

Who is more of a puppet of *®

neighburing r:nuntry than a
well wisher of Our beloved.
land Bangladesh.

Zunaid Kazi, USA: The
complete statistics of the 1991
clections can be obtained from
The Bangladesh Home Pages:

http: //www. asel. udet. edu/~kaz
/bangladesh .

Point your browser  at:
http://www.asel.udel.edu/+kazi

_-!banﬁadeshipol]n.htnﬂ

Mozammel Khan! Canada:
Where did u get this statistics
Mr. Kazi? This is anuther BNP
st}ri: distortion of fact- and
" history. Your number even
does not add to 100%.

. Try to krdow the truth first |
and then speak. The figure

that I gaye is absohitelv true, It
is the character ol the people

like you to debate over a =et-

tled fact. It is known to the
nation that though AL lost the
elction their 'boat symbol’ can-
didates got more popular vote
than BNP. In their 263 seats
alone thay got 30.5% of the
vote.

Zunaid Kazi USA: In case you
haven't neticed the statistics
were from the Daily Star.
Please read and understand
before you put your foot in your
mouth. 1

I am neither BNP nor AL so

‘charges of spreading propa-

ganda is not only baseless but
extremely insulting. These
data are also available in the
Journal of Asian studies [l am
not sure of the exact issue or
valume number but it was pub-
lished in 1992]. |

Since you are so eager to be
insulting can | point out a few
facts that will surely clarify as
to why your com-

election Awami’™

an— N
You are right about the

constitutional legitimacy
of the BNP government.
But,I must disagree with

you when you say that the

ruling 'party's best
strategy is to continue
their autarkik rule and to
undermine the power of
the opposition. What is at

" stake here is the well

being of the nation.

& Hﬂgsan, USA

ments/charges are so baseless
and uncalled for?

1. The numbers do not add
up to 100% because only the
data for a few select parties
have been shown. If the data
for all the parties had been in
the tables then obviously the

number would have summed to
- 100% |

2. The data for AL only
shows the actual number that
AL alone as a prty received.
The data does not include the
votes recieved for other par-

‘ties in the AL led alliance who

contested under the same
election symbol. So both your
assertions and my data is cor-
rect and so your "shoot at the

hip before reading® comments
about disputing a settled fact is

extremely insulting and rude.

“All the data that | have
posted is publicly verifiable so
don't start running about ac-
cusing others of distortions
especially when the data does
in no way contradict your own
assertions. Please do read
carefully my ecarlier post and
also follow the URLs:

http: / /www.asel.udel.edu/~

- kazi/bangladesh/bdhist himl

hitp: / /www. asel.udel.edu/~

kazi/bangladesh /polls. html

Bandying aboul charges of
spreading prop.aganda when
the data [ have posted is cor-
rect and openly verifiable is
very insulting.

Zia Hassan

Zisan®@iastate .edu

JSA: ;
You are right about the con-

stitutional legitimacy of the

BNP government. But,] must

disagree with you when you say -

that ‘the ruling party's best
strategy is to continue their
autarkik rule and to under-
mine the power of the opposi-
tion. What is at stake here is
the well being of the nation.
For that reason it is important
that we restore/maintain
peaceful civilian rule. That can
not happen if all major politi-
cal parties find a solution. One
solution, as | have suggested in
many of miy postings, is that
BNP with its absolute majority
in the FEb. 15 electiern rar
amend the constitution . .d
election(s) under a Neutral
Caretaker Government. an
election in which all political
parties will participate. This I
believe. will bring the political
turmoil to its end. All parties
have nothing to lose by doing
this. Hut the nation has a lot to

gah.

(1) The Deputy Prime Min-

0 Suggestions for courses on

Internet _

o Asian legal developments
affecting net marketers

o Internet impacting Telecn-
mmunications in Asia

o Internet
0 Announcements of meetings,
conferences, and activities
o Requests for .stories, spea-
kers etc on Intermet mar-
keting *
Circulation of Asian Internet
arketing stories found in
traditional press
o Announcements of new web
sites of interest to  Asian
Internet marketers
o Job- announcements
oAsian net personalities /
visionaries
TO SUBSCRIBE send the
following command in the
BODY of mail to major-
domo@apic.net subscribe aim
IF YOU NEED further de-
tails please see
hitp://www.aim.apic.net/ or
mail ‘info aim' to major-

domo@®apic.net

expressed in these columns.

isclaim
Disc er

The Internet is a global medium of communication and
expression. It is free from all sorts of censorship and
restrictions. It is truly a PEOPLE'S FORUM.

The opinions expressed in these columns are the
avthor s own as they appear to all receivers of the Internet.
We reproduce them authentically to permit our readers to

know what Bangladeshis abroad are feeli
The Dalily Star is not responsible

and saying.
r the opinions
. - Editor.

Pricing Strategies -

World Cup |
Criket and
Bangladesh

' Shubha Rahman Khan

Mtepal laea.or.at

’ Lﬂ us concentrate on the
sport where Bangladesh is
showing true world class po-
tential now: CRICKET.

Soumitra Bose
solimitra®@ix. netcom.com
USA: |

You mean Lhe team who
could not get qualified for the
World Cup when even Holland
fuulr.'l? :

Mizanur Rahman
<unknown>

I wonder why Bangladesh
couldnt gfalify for world cup
in India. Its seems to me that
Bangdladeshi cricket players
have everything with interna-
tional standard (I mean sports
utilities, poch, pach). except
their performance.
Raquib Bosurnn
bosuniar@®er4.eng.ohio-

| state.edu, USA:

The main reason Bangla-
desh couldn't go to the WC is
because the 1CC trophy is
played in matting wicket and
Bangladeshi spin bowlers really
had tough time bowling. Noth-
ing seemed to work for them.
And moreover the Bangladeshi
coach Mahinder Amarnath re-
ally overworked the players.
They practiced for two hours
after each game which really
effected the players. The team

| selection

was also biased. But the fail-
ure of the épinners in the semi

| final against Kenya really put

too much pressure on the bats-
men. They ended up 13 runs
short. There was 4 run outs in
that Bangladesh innings.

The news :
been

“soc.culture. bangladesh”,
courtsy of Agni Systems Limited.

has

You can also take participate in this page by
‘sending us your views / questions / comments /
inquiries (anything that you want). The Daily Star
will then send your responses into the Internet
newsgroup free of charge where they will be read
and commented on by participants from around the
world. Letters should be no more than 100 words in

length and titled.

Please send eor fax your Internet posts to:

M.Shamimuzzaman, Page incharge, "Live from the

Internet”,

Daily Star, House 11. Road 3, Dhanmondi

R/A, Dhaka-1208. (GPO Box no:3257) Fax: 863035,




