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Senator Bob Dole (R) and his wife Elizabeth cheer as they
exit his plane on Saturday in Islip, NY. The two were
celebratmg news of his victory in the South Carolina

primary.
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ment declared a ceasefire in
.South Sudan utaging midnight Saturday,
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‘arm forces

Mohammad Abde Gndir said. AFP

The government decinmtlnn came “in res
ceasefire announcement made by the Riak Mac
ter faction from the Swuslanese

se ‘to the
militia.” a
People's Liberation

Army
| . Abdel Gadir said. The spokesman did not specify
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Sierra Leone

Talks to end civil war in
on Saturday and
rebe] leaders to meet
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talks break off: |

a Leone broke off inconclusively
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lt summit’ level. dd:gnt:n said. Reuter

government nnd
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who is well
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ked thé home of a
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night. the Tribune on Saturday newspaper
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Kim Jonagnll visits

dppearance at an army umit, North Korea's official media said -

Sunday. AP r from Seoul.
Kim has been the de facto ruler of North Korea since the
s 1994 death of his father. long-time ruler Kim I1 Sung. But the
younger Kim. 54. has yet to take his father's titles of presi-
dcnt and head of the communist party. The Thursday tour of
an air force unit followed his Tuesday visit to front-line troops

and was his fifth reported public appearance in February.

China sends more |

jets to Fujian

TAIPEl, Mar 3: China has
sent more fighter jets to its
southeastern Fujian province.
where aircraft at:ttvﬂjca have
increased during good
weather, a leading newspaper

Ac}?orted on Sunday. reports

° The China Times quoted
unidentified military officials
as saying that China sent 20

more jets to Fujian. some of
the them Jian-7 fighters, in
addition to the 227 aircraft it

had dcbeycd in thc province

it has alsn mm:d a division
of troops from Zhejiang

mncc in eastern China to
n, but the total number of

troops has not exceeded
150. personnel. the paper
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Purulia arms-drop incident

ids houses in 15 cities to

prove Ananda Marg's linkage

NEW DELHI. Mar 3: India's
premier investigation agency
carried out nation-wide raids
to collect evidence against a
Hindu sect allegedly involved
in the mysterious air-dropping
of weapons over eastern India
in December. reports AWFP.

Officials of the Central
Bureau of Investigatiorr (CBI)
said today that more than 40
homes and offices of people
linked to the Ananda Marg
(Happy Path) sect were raided
across 15 cities and
“incriminating mridcnt:e gath-
:m’?h d forged

ey said for passports,
hollow Buddha idols allegedly
used for smuggling and other
"damning” evi
sophisticated communications
uipment and computer
lNoppy disks were seized dur-
ing the crackdown.

More than 100 CBI person-
nel were involved in thé drive
which began before dawn and
ended late Saturday, they said,
a number of suspects were in-’

Heavy fighting

in N Afghanistan

+Minister G

KABUL. Mar 3: Fighting has
broken out in northern Afgh-
anistan between two factions
uﬁponlngﬂ!’rcsidmt- Burhan-
uddin bbani. with heavy
casualties on both -sides,
travellers from the area said on
Saturday, reports Reuter.

The clashes in Baghlan
Town between the Hezb-I-
Islami Party of former Prime
ddin Hekmatyar
and a group headed by north-
ern warlord General Abdul
Rashid Dostunr came as Kabul
itself was. hit by rockets which
witnesses said killed four

e fighti

‘broke out after
Hezb commander, Haji Nawab.,
which His. party blamed on
" Dostum's forces. according to
the travellers.

This is the first
serious clash between
factions since they
forces in ear
overthrow
ment.

Cléshcs leave 8
dead in Sr1 Lanka

COLOMBO, Mar 3: Sporadic

wo
joined
1994 in a bid to
bbani's 'guw;rn-

clashes between the security

-

registered to vote.

forces and the LTTE militants.
claimed t lives in war-hit

north-eastern Sri Lanka durt:
<the .
PTI.

the: last 48 hours. sa
Defence Ministry. repo

One soldier was killed at
Kolombuthurai in Jaffna yes-
terday when an observation
post was attacked by the LTTE
militants, troops retaliated
with small arm and mortar
fire and two soldiers were

E“'“""pm. o gl
a r
hmnﬂ-dm
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In another Imﬁ-n:muul at
C!mhpm'lm also in Jafina..two
soldiers and three militants
were killed and three soldiers

were wounded when the
T‘Ilu'llpumhedanuuct.
Three soldiers were

wounded in action and were
senl to the northern Palaly
H tal, the release said.

et - another soldiers was
killed in a minor exchange of
fire at Periyavilan in Jaflna
when his foot ol was at-
tacked by a group of militants,

' Spaniards go

to polls

MADRID, Mar-3: Spaniards
went to the polls today in gen-
eral elections expec trd to end
more than-13 “ nf socialist
rule with a win the conser”’
vatives, reports

The front runner to be the
next me minister is Jose
Maria Aznag. the 43-year-old
leader of the center right

Party.’ '

Prime Minister Felipe
Gonzalez and his Spanish so-
cialist Workers Party have
taken a bea®ing from a wave of
corruption scandals, and polls

¥

say voters are also fed up with

unemployment rdnning at

nearly 23 per cent and Basque
separatist terrorism.

The 53-year-old Gonzalez.
however, who is seeking a
fourth term in office.-has pre-
dicted an upset.

Polling stations opened at
0800 G and were to stay
open for 11 hours. A total of
3Z.5 million ople out a

tion of 39 million were

ence such as '

in Baghlan
murder of a

ed

|

terrogated but no arresis
made.

CBI joint director UN
Biswas said in the eastern city
of Calcutta capital of West
Bengal staie where the sect is
headquartered. that the drive
had been "successiul” and the
identity of the recipients of
the arms established,

“The motive of the recipi-
ents was to arm themselves as
well as to strengthen their fi-
nances through some deals.”
he said. "We have unearthed
very significant documentary
evidence from raids conducted
in Purulia (the Marg headquar-
ters).”

According. to Indian offi-

cials, an AN-26 (a Russia-made

transport plane)} showered at
least 250 -56 assault rifles,
pistols, rocket launchers, anti-
tank grenades and 20,000
rounds of ammunition near
Purulia on December 17.

The plane. believed to have
sto off in the Thai resort
of Phuket. was headed back for

"the

the Pakistan city of Karachi

when it was forced to land by
Indian ‘Air Force ﬂght:ra in
Bombay on December 22.

Six crewmen Brltun
Peter Bleach and live Latvians
— have beenm arrested by the
CBI and charged with ition,
which carries the d{:ath sen-
tence, and violations of‘India's
arms act.

A seventh crew member, a .

‘New Zealander travelling on a

false passport as Kim Palgrave

Davy — the narne of a baby who

died 34 years ago — escaped

from" ajrfprl police after the

lane ched down in
.

Thl: CBI has identified two
Indians as the key suspects in
baffling case.
Satyanaryana Guwda who used
the alias "Randy” and Da a
Manikram Anand or "Deepa
— an Indian-born immigrant
who acquired a Singaporean
passport on September go
Biswas said phutographs of

———

the suspects. including Davy.

and incriminating documenis
had been found at the Ananda

Marg headquarters. “These
documents prove beyond doubt
that the arms were meant to
be dropped in West Bengal and
the low-flying AN-26 made no
mistake in carrying out its
mission.” -

nterpol has issued an alert |

for Davy. Gowda and Anand at

‘the request of the CBI. The

Ananda Marg. founded by
Bengali Prafulal Ranjan Sarkar,
attracted several thousand fol-
lowers in India and overseas
during the 1970s.'

- The case caused a furore in .

the Indian parliament last

-week with the opposition
claiming that the investigation

- needed to be speeded up and

made more transparent.

It remains unclear who the
weapons were intended for
and how a plane which origh-
nated in Karachi loaded with
weapons was ‘allowed into
Indian airspace.

Cuban-American Nery Danger waves a Guhan F'lug on Saturday as thousands of Luhan-
Americans gathered for a rally|and ecumenical memorial religious service at the Orange
te the four "Brothers to the Rescue” pilots who were

Bowl in anu Florida, to co

shot dofvn February 24 by Cuban Migs.

Pakistan won't allow fencing along border
Food convoys for Kashmiris

‘trapped in snowfall, gunfire |

Neelum Valley are often so ex- .

AUTHMUQAM, Pakistan.
Mar 3: A heavy snowfall held
up:army trucks packed with
supplies for hiIL‘rmhl:a'hnﬂbﬂ.l
tra relent gunbal
tltf P?;t*:yun Pakistani and
indian troops in the isolated
Neelum Valle a military
P Sevundars dees i has

tu s is on
thousands of who have
been waiting three weeks for

su s.
. Isolated by weather, terrain
and gunfire. the
Neelum Valley are victims
ol a protracted battle between
Inudia and Pakistan for control
ol the whole of Kashmir. .

Leaning over a stall of rot-
ting vegetables. Ajaz Khan
sifted through some felid head
of cauliflower in search of
something edible,

For nearly eight months the
Valley's mnin road has been
closed because of almost daily

le qf

gu:; ?a:iﬂcs between Pakistani
and Indian trn-npa sitioned

al their di Erder
only ot access route

ln Authmugam — a mu
narrow bypass through
Kashmir's treacherous moun-
tains — is o sporadically

during the winter months.
Each day a few dozen men
E foot risk a lﬂ-kﬂoutliht I::-'.H[:r:
lnlg‘mvum Valley Road to-
*ich a few basic necemtie-.
cooklng oil. flour, sugar und

salt.
'I"hq'r can barely feed their
families with wh::r
with cagried either on their
backs qr in wheelbarrows. .
“The immediate problem
isn't the gunfire of the mor-
lars, it's the lack of supplies.”
said Dre Shabir Adho, the assis-

tant: district health oflicer for
Authimgain. . »
The supplies that make it to

they return -

. erect A fence a

‘da

®

— AFP/UNB photo

pensive. they are ouf ol reach
of most vil S.. whme family
incomie is seldom more than
dirs 10 per month.

AFP adds: Pakistan will not
tolerate attempts by India to
the demar-
cation line se
and Indian es in the dis-
R::ned state ol Kashmir, the of-

lals APP news agency re-
ported today.

Pakistani Poreign
Sardar Asefl Ali was

Minister
uoted to-

notice’ of Indjian attempts to
build a fence along the
Kashmiri line ol control ahd

would not let constructions of .

such, a: fence. prncud "at any
COosl.

Cnnltructlon of a_ fence
would - violate UN. resolutions
conecrning the demarcation

. fine. he said.

!talmn ntyhut Rocco Barocco 15 {lanked by German top model Claudia Schiffer (L) and
Valerie Mazza (R) from Argentina at the end of the catwalk uhuw for his Au; umn/Winter

96{‘97 re&dv to-wear fas hmn collection.

Euro-Asia summit

BANGKOK, Mar 3. Asia and
Europe vowed at the weekend
to work together for Lhe

eater good. putting aside dil-
cult
like human rights until
With economics firmnly in the
driving seat and history a pas-
senger. the 25-natjon Euro-
Asian summit that ended on
Saturday declared a new era in

regional relations. reperts
Reuter.
Europe is bidding to invade

Asia again — but this timne with
money ang at Asia s bidding
and under Asia s control.

"I is obvious to all of us that
new opporturnities are openi
up here. [ we understan
them properly this can be the
beginning of a real partner-
ship.” erman Chancellor

uestions on su bff:t:t&.r
ater.

Helmut Kohl told a news con-
ference after the two-day
meeting. ~

The 15 European Union

and 10 Asian leaders. their
eyes firmly on each other's
riches. tiptoed past issues
such as human rights, labour
laws, social development.
dcmr:?', nuclear disarma:
ment a trade to produce a
declaration focussed on boost-
ing business.

“We consider ourselves to
be regions that can mutually
enrich each other " Kohl said.

Europe. weighed down hy
18 million unemployed and
"'mature” economies that are
faih l;u twn the tide, needs

F into the economic

tality of the region. and Asia

needs guaranteed access to the
giant European market.

The degree of blatant and
disguised market protection
varies enormously between
Brunei, China, Indonesia.
Japan, South Korea, Malaysia,
Singapore. Thailand, the
Philippines and Vietham — and
the European Union will
sue them relentlessly as it

looks to sow its seed money in
the most fertile ground

The 10 Asian countrieg, al-
ready suspicious that the Eu-
ropean lUnion might be using
its trade laws to protect niche
markets. will be watching like
hawks 1o see that the bloc lives
up to its Bangkok promises.

¢ “The Increasing consumer
markels in Asia oller us great

. sidering,

oppartunities. Likewise he
European Unlnns single muar-
ket is an opportunity for Lhe
Asians.” Kohl said. "We have as-
sured them we will keep It

open.”

The "feel good” factor per-
vading the summit paid hand-
some dividends in ‘an array of
side meetings on thorny issues
such as East Timor and Hong
Kong.

Portugal olfered Indonesia's
President Suharto a deal on
East Timor which he s con
relations between
Britain and China showed signs
of thawing and Soulh Korea

and the Eurgpean Union
agreed on a ngnlﬁcunt new
trade pact.

The sumimit decided to re-

ng Pakistani -

by APP. as sa ing that
Pakistan had taken “serious

AFP/UNB photo

convene in 1998 in Britain and
in 200 in South Korea, with

foreign, economics and possi-

bly finance ministers' meeting
in the interim. as well as gath-
erings of businessmen, cials

and academics,

It agreed that within six .

cionths deiails of an Asia-Eu-

rope investment promotion ac- |
ton plan would be drawnup.

M1|H}Fﬂiﬂ pledged to coordi-
mate a study into integrating a
(rans-Asian rallway network
linking up eventually with the
-uropean rafl system.

Well aware of their histori-
cal baguinge. the leaders agreed
it was vital to get their voun
to intermingle through cultura
and student exchanges and
seminars.

Echoing the now popular

called off meetin

=== International ﬁ%
| Serb army units call off

meetings with NATO

SﬂRMEV(} Mar 3; Several-
Bosnian Serb milita units
wi NATO

forces in the-- S-controlled

| sector of Bosnia, reports AP.

Bosnian Serbs gave 1o rea-
son for cutting back contact
with NATO .but “Saturday's
move followed Friday's indict-
ment of a Bosnian Serb general

for war crimes,

Gen. nrdje Djukit: s arrest
last month prompted Bosnian
Serbs to sever relations with
the NATO-led force in Bosnia.

Ties were only restored after

an emergency meeting o
Balkan leaders in Rome at the
behest of Richard Holbrooke,
the US mediator for the fragilt
Bosnian peace accord.

Djukic was charged by the
International War Crimes
Tribunal in The Hague. Ne-
therlands, with shellin
civilian targets during the
and .a half year slege ol
Sarajevo. More than 10.000
civilians were killed during the
Bosnian-Serb siege of the capi-
tal including 1.500 childrﬂn
The amge furmally ended on

Thursday.
Bosnian Serb leaders have

- not commented on the in-

dictment.

But several Bosnian Serb
military units in the US-con-
trolled part of northeastern
Bosnia have given notice they
will not attend upcoming mili-
tary committiee meetings,
NATO spokesman Capt. Mark
van Dyke said.

The meetings bring NATO
forces together with local Serb
comimanders and their Muslim
or Croat counlerparts.

The NATO-led force urged
all sides in Bosnia to respect
the indictment and “"to dis-
courage acls of retribution.”

For "its part. the Croatian
government appears to be go-
ing along. Foreign Minister
Mate Granic urg arliament
on Friday to allow the extradi-
tion of citizens for trial abroad.

And the lawyer for one of
the seven Bosnian Croats in-
dicted for war crimes, Gen.
Tihomir Blaskic. told a weekl
newspaper that his client wil
go to Thr: Hague mluntaﬂly

Mahathjr blasts West for
'new forms of colonisation'

BANGKOK, Mar 3: Followin
a summit between Asian an
European leaders which
stressed a new era of coopera-
tion, Malaysian Prime Minis-
ter Mahathir Mohamad on
Sunday blasted the West for
imposing * "new forms of
colonisation”™ on Asja, reports

AP .
He described the first ever
meeting of 25 leadgers of the
two continents as one of "near-
equals” because Asians "still’
leel colonised or defeated.”
"New forms of colonisation,

ineludin% thought colonisation,
have aced physical occupa-
tion and thc gunboat The

control of the international
media by the West renders in-
d:p:nl:lent thinking impossi-
ble.”. Mahathir said in a post-
cunferentc speech to busi-
nessmen and officials.

The lwu day Asian- Euro-
pean mt:tting
Baturday. stressed the need for

greater cooperation belween .

whil:h ended
. would be

the two continents. especially
in trade and investment.

Noting that while the West
championed equality. democ-
racy and justice, Mahathir said
these were often eroded in ac-
tugl practice.

"But when it comes to in-
ternational relations the big
powers are more equal than
the others. A poor country may
have equal rights to apply
sanctions against a rich coun-
try but in fact it cannot do so.,”

In the area of trade. poorer
countries would often stffer if
they subscribed to the notion
of [ree trade, he said.

"A level playing field is Tair
when the contestants are of
the same build. but it is totally
unfair when midgets are pitted
against giants.” Mahathir said.

A [Irequent critic of the
West. Mahathir again called for
the :m&gnentatmn of an East
Asian Economic Caucus which
limited to Asian
countries.

Off the Record

m
Kangaroo Vasectomy Day

-BANGKOK: To mark..Australia’s

general elections on

Saturdam a, family planning clinic in Bangkok offered stuffed
koalas: and tangamnu to ‘any mhan who showed up for a free
non-scalpel vasectomy, reports AP.

No Australians showed up for Kangaroo Vasectomy Da}r but
45 Thai men took advantages of the offer from the clinic at
the Population and Community Development Association.

The association is runt by Meechai Viravaidya, Thailand's

celebrated family planning an
Mr Mmchul and all the

AIDS activist.
octors and nurses at the clinic,

have studied in Australia at one time or another. an associa-

tion spokesman said.
The clinic orms 30
Thailand. and

per cent ol all vasectomies in
per cent of those performed in Bangkok.

“Australian beer and wines were also served.

Holdingofhands—‘-a

act!

CANBERRA : The headmaster of an Australian school has
+ banned his students from holding hands, llabelling it a sexual

lﬂtMI'E rts Reuter.
i
bart in the jisland s

hands was inappro

sSus

Sheehan, head of Sorell district high school in Ho-
ate of Tasmania, said the act of holding
ate on school
nd any student who defied the

ruunds and threatened to

e school council’ :‘j:rcaidcnt Maria Mitsakis. said today

that many students h

complained abeut the decision and

the council reviewed the meve but found in favour of Sheehan.

. "The rule
stand," Mi
"In reach
communi

ohibiting physical displays of affection wiil

s said irf a statement.

thll decision, council took into account wider
expectations of the school's role, the behavioural

example that older students set for younger students and the
ressure for conformity that often exist in adolescent cul-

ure.”

Tasmania is known for its conservatism and is the only one
of Australia's six states were consenting men can be jailed for
having sexual relations in their own homes,

Father indee?!

LAS VEGAS: A father has been charged with killing his

baby

daughter, who disappeared five years ago after he tried

to trade her for new car, cash and a down payment on a new

house, reports AP.
James Francis Meeg

an, 39. was

jailed without bond on a

murder charge Friday. even though the body of little Francine

Meegan has never been found.
don't believe that she is alive, but we're not any

"We really

closer to locating her than we were before.”

said police Lt.

Larry Spinosa. "We are hoping to get some leads which will

eveniually lead 'us to her body .

Police, who would not discuss what evidence tH®y have in

the case. began questioning Meegan last month.

Initially. Meegan and his wife. Lillian. had no explanation
of what happened to the girl. but later said she had been
taken fronr a casino parking lot. They never liled a report on
the alleged kidnapping. "

Authorities were first alerted to Francine's disappearance
in Jantiary when the former boyiriend of Lillian Meegan's sis-
ter came to them with his suspicions.

Francine was last seen one month after she was returned
to her natural nts by a cnuﬁle who balked at paying any
more than the § 30,000 — which included the new car. cash.
a down payment for a house. ‘

declares new era in regional relations

refrain of creating fobs out of
clean technology. the summit
agreed to set up an Anln Eu-
rope environment technology

_eentre in Thailand to under-

take research: and coordinate
activities. '

"The result has been ex-
iretnely positive,” European
Trade Comimissioper Sir Leon
Brittan said after the meeting.
“There have been pretty hon-
est.and frank discussions nn all
Issues.”

“The whole theme "of the
conlerence was rcmmmh
opgniiess and roltllcul accep
tance of mutua -punutbﬂity
It is the launch of a rocess
thul luegmng to go quite far.”

Blasts in Imphal,
one killed

IMPHAL, India. March 3:
One person was killed and an-
other serfously injured on Sat-
urday when two separate
bombs exploded in the Indian
city of Imphal. the capital of
northeast Manipur state, po-
Jice said, reports AFP,

"A powerful bomb went off
near the Keisamthong bridge
area killing a man on the spot

and crit {'alflv injuring a
women.' ice spokesman
said.

A second bomb exploded
within an hour of the first ex-
losion at Meino Leirak. tow
llometres (1.24 miles) away
from Keisamthong bridge but
no one was injured, police

said. .
“We suspect tribal guérillas
to bebehind these explosions.”

spokesman said,



