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A day of disruptions | (4
in Chittagong s

By Moﬂhed Ali lﬂ'lln back from Chittagong

Pmuclndl'ﬂr

ty ol Chimm%wm
um lull r udté’ln C

dhury lt around .3

Grnupl of h: ‘with

ﬁhntéwr they started
ra the mljur sireets
and attac various offices

there immediately after.the ar- .
rest of the mlym Hl!l'lt'llﬂ :

said.
Buses and other rs.
_paulng'thmugh the city had tp

20 for - cover when mobs
pounced on almost everything
on their way after. the news
spredd Wednesday that the:
mayor, who is also a leader of
the Awami League, was ar-
rested at around 3 pm. Within
minutes afler the arrest, the
whole city wore a. deserted
look. "

Policemen on du?r at some
sitrategic points of the city
withdrew in such a haste that
al . one place near East Nasi-
rabad they even left behind
their stocks of rubber bullets
and tear gas cannisters.

As darkness fell, groups of
unidentified youths armed
with crackers, pistols, and
‘other sharp weapons same out
‘on the streets of the city de*’
void of security

The
mained off the streets as the
city corporation personnel re-
portcdly refused to turm on the
street lights in protest against
‘the arrest of the mayor. -

The armed youths then
started lJooting and setting lire
to banks, offices and business
bouses at many places of the
< Sy .

At Gate No 2 of Sholo-
shahar, an armed group of
-about 20 allegedly set ablaze
first a garments factory at the
Sheikh Farid Market, report-
edly belonging to the State
Mintster for Civil A\dauﬂn and
Tourism.

+ As soon as the firc broke
out, local people desperately
tried to cal e fire service
and the PoHte The fire service
reportedly said that they
could not move.out of their
stations as the roads were
heavily barricaded. The police
telephone also "remained
A

~constructed Biman office.

- recorders,

- dents. one [ire vehicle

police and EIJR re- |

" called out spread in t
quickl

"lowards

unanswered, it was alleged.

After setting fire to the
garments factory. the grou
then moved to the Banglades
Biman office across the road at
East Nasirabad, witnesses said.

The youths also fired shots
in the air and exploded crack-
ers in front of the recently
The
few puards inside the office
ran as fast as they cquild. they
said.

The group smashed their
way into the building and
started looting. Later they set
the entire office afire.

Within minutes, the office,
building of the Rangs Ltd and
its warehouse next to the
Himan- office came under at-
tack. The. youths broke the
shutters of the Rangs olffice
and started looting awav tele-
vision sets, video cassette
Iridges and office
equipment. witnesses said.

The youths then pouregd
petrol and set the office
nblaze. Many new cars inside
the showroom were burnt,
they sajd. .

t around 10 pm. nearly
four hours after the fire inci-
with
about six fire fighters on board

arrived at the garments fac-
“tory.

‘Mobs also set fire and dam-

"aged a number of offices and
' banks including the City Bank

ress,
» bus
con-

and American Ex
General Post Office, B

tepot and the recently
structed Railway Station.

Rumours of the ﬂnnrl peing
e citjf
. At about 1. am on
Thursday, armed police moved
into the city in columns. A few

vehicles of army personnel
‘sped through the city,

city
residents said,

Thruughnut Thurada
pickets kept the city tutalr
paralysed. Uncertainty luumcd
over the port city as street
barricades blocked every out-
let of the metropolis.

- Hundreds of men. women and

children were seen walking
Sitakunda from
where, rumours said, buses

were available for going to
Dhaka. - '

JCD-BCL clash
" . i " .
in. Narsingdi

:NARSINGDI, Mar 2: At least
six Empic were injured in a
clash between rival student
groups at the Hatirdia Raziud-
din -Degree College in the town
today. witnesses said, reports
UNB. o

The clash between ruling
BNP's student front Jatiy-
alabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD) and
pro-Awami League Chhatra
League (BCL) ‘erupted when
the JCD brought out a militant

procession on.  the college

campus.

Injured BCL leaders Ma- |

sudur Rahman Nilu, Ritan, Nu-
ruzzaman and Ataur Rahman
and JCD leaders Mujibur and
Asad were admitted to. Sadar
Hospital. '

Witnesses said suppurterﬁ
gl the two groups blasted at
teast 20 home-made bombs
and used hockey sticks and
ram dao during the hnurlnng
clash. Wiy

After the r:lash the 'E{"L &c— '

tivists allegedly attacked the
residence of Principal Tofazzal
Hossain Ehahjahan who is also
the general secretary of sadar

thana BNP.
. The Principal, the JCD and
- the BCL filed separate cases

with Nnrqmgd'l thana. -

_ Biswa Ijtema

E*rﬂm ST

" For the Tirst time, the
Ijtema is being held on lands
donated by the government to

the T'lh.lip; Jamaat of

Bangladesh, which organises-

the congregation every year. -
- The [jtema committee has
taken adequate measures for
supply of drinking water and
for sanitation, electrification
.and public address system. -
1¢ massive pandal for the
tnngr:gatlnn amaged by a
nor'wester last week,— was re-
built by about 20,000 w:u'lun-
teers.
Some 3,000 tubeweﬂs and
four shallow and two dee
- tubewells have been installe

at the ijtema venue for supply -

of drinking water,

Healthcare facilities will be
available to the devotees. Two
medical camps with two doe-
tors and fﬂl‘?‘ ambulances have
been set dp for round-the-
clock service free of cost. Be-
sides, 12 beds of the Tongi
Government Hospital have also
been kept reserved for the
dﬂvnte:s

Army ;and Navy personnel’
have built several bailey
bridges on the Turag to facili-
tate movement of devolees.

- C 1 sheet-covered camps
have been built for the foreign-
ers attending the congrega-
tion. Necessary ' steps have
been taken for their secuﬂty
police said.

Bangladesh. Hallway
ranged special trains and
B arranged bus service for
:,hr d:vﬂteiﬁ ?lll inﬁtfr city

rains passing throu ongi
will haF t at 1h%-: ﬂtatlu%u til! to-
morrow.

Biswa Ijtema was first held

. of Ward No 42,

. schedule
/. A section of the students. of

ar-’

-BNP leader
shot in city

By DMCH Correspondent

A ward level BNP leader was
shot while another person was
stabbed in separate incidents
in Mohammadpur in the city
yesterday.

Faru

_ Hossain Babul, 40
joint secretary

of the BNP unit
sustained seri-
ous bullet wounds in his head

" and thigh when a gang fired on

him in Adabar area early hours
yesterdav. He was later admit-
ted to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH]).

The unidentified gang also

~stabbed Babul who was return-

ing to his house in a motorbike

-at around 12:30 am, hospital

sources added.

In another incident one
Shahin, 22, recejved bullet in-
furies in his leg when a gang of
armed men in an auto-riek-
shaw attacked him in Noor-
jahan Road, Mohammadpur at

~around 10:30 am yesterday.

Meanwhile, two .persons
identified as Abul Hashem. 60,
and Anwar Hossain, 22, were
injured in bomb blasts in se

rate incidefits at Dholaipar and

Kalachandpur. Gulshan area in
the city vesterday.
The injuréd persons were

all under treatment at the
DMCH.

Young men go
on rampage. at
Dental College

By-Staff Correspondent’

A group of unidentified
young men went on a rampage

- at the Dhaka Dental.Co ege
- yesterday morning, damaging

some office and class rooms.

According to witnesses, the

Ernup damaged furniture and

roke ‘the window panes of
several office and class rooms
during the attack. .

The frouble an at amund
10:30 am yesterday when the
newly : 1pgomtcd Principal was

to take over.

the Dental College have been
demonstrating for the removal
of the principal for more than
last six months. On the other
hand, a section of the employ-
ees c&pposing the students de-
mand, coll sources said.

Later police brought the si-
tuation under control. A case
was filed with Ramna thana. No
one was arrested in this con-
nf:fiuun till last night, police
=il

. 15 shops glitted

in Barisal

From Staff Correspondent
- BARISAL. Mar 2: AT least
15 shops were gutted in a dev-
astating fire at Kalaia Bandar
under Bawphal thanA in the
early hours of tmiag

The fire whic repnrt:dly
originated from an . electric
short-circuit, continued for
ahout three hours mainly due

- to absence of any fire fighting

at Pagar, niear Tongi. in 1966. units in the area:
: :‘ I A
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- during today's hartal,
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The Awumt League (L) and Jatiya Party iR} bnultht out separate mourning processions in the city yesterday for those

killed during the recent ‘non-cooperation’ programme.

 Conservatives 61 electlon h‘ibunals

win polls
in Austraha

SYDNEY, Mar 2: The leader
of Australia's conservative op-
position, John Howard, taking
government in a massive elec-
tion win today, offered a vision
of a united ﬁ.u-tralln and Bl,)d

aul

tribute to long time foe
Keating. reports Reuter.
Howard's ufpnullinn coali-

tion of liberal and national
arties ended 13 vyears of
andslide

win giving them up to 40-seat
majority in the 148 seat par
liament as voters decided it
was time for a change,

« am very conscious of the
enormous responsibility that
has been placed upon me and
upon my colléagues by the ver-
dict of the Australian people
today.” Howard, 56, told hun-
dreds of cheering supporters
garking out a Sydney hotel

allroom.

‘It will be my intention and
my commitment now. 1 and
my colleagues will now devote

our all to delivering the maxi-
mum degree of unity and co-
hesion to the Australian peo-
ple.” he said.

- 81 killed in
.Ugandan boat

capsize

KAMPALA, Mar 2: Eighty-
one people were killed when
their overloaded passenger

bour I?Iwz with a

- boat capsized on lake Victaria

on Friday, bringing to 117 the
number uf people killed in ac-
cidents on the lake during the
past week, police said tnday
reports AFP.

Police spokesman Eric
Naigambi sald the-accident oc-
curred during a storm between
the islands of Masolya and

Bumba/ some 150 kilometres '
east of Kampala. The boat was

carrying a total of 87 passen-
gers.

Naigambi blamed the aﬂ:t—
dent on overloading of the
usually unseaworthy boats.

"Some of these crude boats
can ca
he add

Last weekend, 36 people
ed
with a fishing boat on the lake.

Naigambi said police
planned to establijsh a marine
patrol unit to prevent unsea-
worthy boats from being used
O CAFTY - PASSeNgers.

Ctg hartal ends
_ - From P'age |
League leader Mohijuddin
Chowdhury on Wednesday last.

After the end of hartal at 6
pm today life slowly returned
to normal. Vehicles began ply-

ing, ;}10 n!::l and il_narketu re-
opened and port functions re-
| I Ty . ] :

up to 120 peuplc‘“

An ‘indtﬁni'te harta'l' was

called by the majer opposition
partles dcmandi:{g thl: release

of the CCC mayor. The hartal
was later rcschcduled till 6
pm today.

Hasina Mﬂhiuddin* wife of
the Mayor Mohiuddin. met
him in the afternoon today at
Comilla jail, family sources
said. They added that prepa-
rations were underway to file a
writ with the high court r:hal
lenging his arrest,

Meanwhile, during hartal
hours today sporadic clashes,

gunshots and bomb blasts
were reported from New
Market.: C& B Colony at
Nasirabad, Laikhan Bazar.
Chowmohani, rabad,
Chawkbazar and and’gan
areas,

At the New Market area a
chase and‘® counter-chase be-
tween members of the law en-
fnr%ln agencies and a mob

ace al around 12 noon,
witn:ascs said. Law enforcin
agency persennel opene
blank fire and lathi charge to
disperse the mob. witnesses
added. At least 10 people were
injured in the clashes.

All types of vehicles, except
a few rickshaws. stayed off the
roads as pickets were very ac-
tive at all the important points

ﬁortﬂl

hours today. Businesses were

closed and production re-

mained susperrded at the mills
and factories.

Both public and private of-

fices could not function and

bank transactions were dis-
rupted.

All activities at Chittagong
port also remained suspended
port
sources said.

Rallies and processions
were brought out the oppo-
sition parties at various places
of the city demanding release
of Mayor Mohtuddin.

2

.poui',-rlul

. demand . exactly

- The
-mehm

petﬂlnnar: will - also
have to submit with the
the ' receipts of Tk

1o be ted
in any b:';r’d
Mhﬂm urlub-tru
sury in l’lﬁﬂu{themecuon
~ the .m:m

e election peti-
sent after the
nl 45 days will not be
entertained by the election
tribunals, the press reiem
cautioned.

~- US envoy to India predicts

Congress will lose
ma]onty in polls

DELH]. Mar 2:

'-Illlhllm or - to India Frlnk'

Wisner:

Prime

Rao's Congress Party would

its majority in
_elections .and

today that'

: has ruled im‘!ll
lor. all: nl:out three
since indepcndm in -
The party of
minister Jawahartal Nehru. his
daughter  Indira, Gandhi and

 her son Rajiv Gandhi. was last

out of. r bclween 1989
: 'anﬂ 1991
Rao's C remrneﬂ to .
lnﬁa was

il oy %
'l'he daciﬂon tu send writ-
tenpropmal to the tntlng__

IHﬂl‘l ﬁgu
c. was

mﬂrmnﬂdmce ”that

fulﬂl the u:ar:tnker demand.

.pua’cahwhﬂe. -"ﬁardllmeru in -

the ruling BNP made abortive

sterday to prevent
ﬂ: from directly ac-

the .ocaretaker idea.
lflﬁinﬁ part{r was nppoud

to it until
A mﬂn uf the top BNP

Zia in the -
“chair yeﬂerdar witnesded a
‘debate on the caretaker con-

cept, The idea was-su puncd
h_-,r most of the lea f
ted that the PM ac
n the tcr interest n!'

natlnn the agitnt-
i:m tinn r .an under- °

ding on the matter, meet-
lnng ;ﬂd _ i
. per the majority's will,
qﬂded the sources, ce

of the: caretaker cunctpt by
the PM was .finally incorpo-
rated in the sched address
to the nation today.

At the meeting, held at’ the
PM's Tejgaon office in the

afternoon, the BNP top Iuders-
also debated om the' wordin
in the PM's speech as r l

the caretaker issue. The

Jliners insisted that the PM -

should not
ceptance of the

her ac-
puntunn
: e in their
Dppouﬂon' anguage — neu-
iral non i party caretaker gov-
m pl.l.'ﬂ!:ﬂ
would claim tl‘?ﬁtn r vic-
. they noted..

Instead, t :ugguted the
PM should it a ‘non-party
interim government’' and con-
stitutional provisions for this

PV Narasimha e
- scandal

. an enormously

.ils eco

. Asian mainstream.
rs -

former : ];rl'tme :

_bt:ﬂfhl. i

mﬂmcr:tu '

34 .305 votes
candidates.

postponed

by two unstable mnlh
quickly fell apart.
overnment has
a eorrupltion
in a series
ol siate assembly elections.
- Wisner said the next gov
ernment not reverse the
economic reforms that Rao ini-
tiated in 1991, dismantlin
trade and tarifl barriers an
inviting private investment.

e 48 going 10 grow and
India is mol goimg to turn
back.” he told the gathering o
US investlors, 'You are here at
exciting time.
This is. an economy thal is
awake. moving forward and an
attractive place for you to be.”
~« The said India would
need to comtinue liberalising
or a few years
before i could join regional

— ASEAN and APEC.
ndia’s connections " lo

m.

The current

| mnﬂc Asia are just begin-

ning. | think it will t‘l'ld up be-
ing part of ASEAN and EC
but it will {ake a few years to
get there,” he said.

“To be a real player in"the
vou've pot
to have a much more open

- economy than Ih the case ﬂt

present in india.” Wisner said.
"But | don’t believe that..

/ the pedce and stability of Asia,
or indeed

- world. can be maintamed over _

the resti ol the

time unless India‘'is a lactor
and bri h::r presence to

oﬂ'er

nhould he made b}r the sixth

g this. the moder-
ﬂtﬂ -the ruling party argued
that this would be nf no signif-

icance. .
The matter is accepting the

\! Opposition demand, no matter
huwe!ou call tt they main-

Earlier.

party sources sgid,

_ the moderates also threatened

to quit the party if it failed to
move to a miuuun to the long-

persisting po‘llllcal .I.mpaa.se

Repolling i m,;
: Jhenidah,-3, "y ¢
Feni-2 Mar 5, 6

JHENIDAH, Mar 2: Re-
polling will be held in
centres of J dah-3 (Kot-

chandpur-Maheshpur) consti-
tuency on Tu March 5.

‘official sources said ‘today,

reports UNB.
The polling was ed
in the centres on February 15

due to vieleni
cluding hijacking ol ballot
hoxes.

lam was leading by getting
against two- other
out of total
1.97,443 votes .

Another report sa R&
':omng in 26 centres F‘:nl g

Sadar and Dagenbhui nn}
constituency will be hel
Wedntﬂdl}r March 6).

“The Election f‘ummluluﬂ
the polling in
eleven centres in Dagon-
bhutyan and 15 in Sadar due to

violence on the election day.

incidents in-

BNP candidate Shahidul Is-

b |

~ ported awaiting

after visitin

‘da

- hurled home-made

i

Star photo *

Processmns
From Page 1

kifled during their campaign
against the government since
February 15.

Earlier, addressing a gath-
enn before the AL procession

ed, party general secre-
Ztllur Rahman said that
thc February 15 elections had
once again proved that no fair

EIECﬂﬂl'll could be held under
the BNP government.

“The nation is now divided
over the election issue. On one
side, there are the' and
on the other. only the BNP
Itldﬂ'l he said.

- residium member
hbdul amad Azad sajd th.;t
the elections had been
jected by the people of tl:ue
country as well as by the inter-
natiopal community.

He demanded lmmedlnte
resignation of the BNP

ernment and fresh polls unl:hr'

a neutral caretaker govern-
ment within 90 days.

Date for health
check up-of Ctg
Hayjj pllgnms '

CHITTAGONG, Mar 2.
date Tor health check up
intending  Hajj pil

Chit#_ ong district

il March 4, an offi-

of the
tml of

cial handout said ton!g:ht re--

pnm BSS.

Those p[lgriml who could
not be appeared before the
district medical board at the
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital hn\re been r ted

eqlLies
to be present before the board

. for health check up. the haru'.l-

out added.

2000 vehlcles
| From Page | _ '
cause of the traffic jam.

BIWTC sources said six to

six and-a-half-feet water
was f{lowing in the channel-4,
and due to that, ferries were

.carrying less. than -normal
loads.

A BIWTA official. on the
other hand, told 'INB that ac-
cording to a record today the
channel's th of water was
seven-and-a-half feet. "So, all
ferries could cross the river

Some truck Hgvers said the
goods they are carrying, in-
cluding perishable items like
vegetables, [ruit and onion,

were 1now rulluu,_ owing to the
terry problem for - -the last
three days.

They fear that th: ferry sys-
tem may collapse anytime as
desperate truckers began to
flout serial system for vehicles.
At least 300 trucks were re-
ferries at the

ghats.

‘Moudud still
being denised ,
division in jail

‘By Staff Correspondent

Moudud Ahmed is still be-
ing denied of division at the
Jessore jjail. complained his
wife Hasna Moudud yesterday
him recently.

Moudud Ahmed, arrested
under the Speclal Powers Act.
was suffering frdm pain in his
chest and ears. she said.

Hasna Moudud further al-
leged that the jail authorities
did not do the “service return.’
sent the court through a

al
s mesl-ulg:rﬂn'!hm
HmHighc&m::mmnun

Thursday issued rule on the

F’Wﬂlﬂlﬂ“ to show cause as
o why the detention of
M Ahmed along with the
other political prisoners
should not be declared illegal.
Hearing for the rule subject
to 'service return' within four
days from Thursday was fixed
on March 7. -

"Bomb attack on

Kishoreganj
"EC office

*  KISHOREGANJ, Mar 2: An-
ti-election activists attacked
the election office at Kharam-
patti in the town tonight and
some window-panes.,
UNB. .
The attackers. numbering
60 to 70, came 'to the election
office at about 10:15 and
| mbs.
Police rushed to the spot after
the incident.

Awami League brought out a
processjon in the town this
evening protesting the an-
nouncement of repolling at
247 centres in six constituen

| cdes in the district on March 7.

. tary Ismai

as been

time limit,

SARAJEVO. Mar 2. The Bosnian Serbs have'h
might’ sever ties again with NATO pe g

DHAKA SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 1996

they

ceke?e:rl in Bosnia,
.spokesman for the Peace Implementation orce [IFOR) lﬂ;

today. FEPIJI'IIAFF

3-day hartal called

Opposition to resist

repolling in Sirajganj

t SIRMGAHJ Mar 2: The
hree main o tion parties
have called for a three-day
dawn-to-dusk hartal in six
thanas of the district on March
6.9 and 12 to resist the re-

| polling in five parlia

constituencies, reports UNB.
This was announced by the
district unit of the Mlaison
' commiittee of Awami Lgague,
Jatiya Party and Jamaat-e-
Islami following directives
g::m the ﬂf:ntralid of the
ree parties. said a Ss re-
i L m
The
hartals inunediately after the
Election Commission (EC) ae-

to be held

-nounced repolli
on March 6 in tlnigt Sira -3
( j-Tarash) constit

on March 9 4n Sirajganj- ‘4
(UHapara).- and March 12 in
Slrlj anj (Belkuchi-
K.lmmihlndl and Sirajganj-6
(Chowhali and four unions ,of

o owever: the | t0

H hthe ECII -
annnunce the repolli ate
where

ing Souid not take

place in

nll the 82 centres.
Election in the five parlia-
mehtary seats could riot be
held pn Februagy 15 due to

violence followi
resista by the activists
the ion fes ‘which

ing under a neutral care-
taker government.

Meanwhile, Kazipu
Awami Lea tritrnl Ssecre-

ossain, in a

/Arrest order agamst
Dr Nilima Ibrahim
. Police filed a case a lm.t
E;amm;htﬁ,: hfi;’ hluhed
seditious article, mpu

‘Nilima Ibrahim
blished in the

in its Februuy issue, _'

reports UNB.

' The c::urt lntﬁhﬂrra'ma
of arrest agains em. bul
none was arrested so far.

- Oath-taking

From Page |

Before taking oath. each of
the members concerned would
have to make a handwritten
declaration to the EC., the

mut. release said. Otherwise. .
will not be able to take'

oath, it added.
The mainstream opposition
colted the February 15
and also accused the gov-
ernment of rigging and vote

. Meanwhile. the - Eleétion
Commission by a | te noti-
fication on F 20 has an-

nounced the official results of
208 constituencies.

Barring two constituencies,
all the seats were won by the
candidates nominated by the
ruling adesh Hatlnna!lat
Party (BNP).

When aqkad if there was any
constitutional or legal bar for
administering oath under a
certain period ‘of time, Shaikh
Razzak Ali said. "MPs-eiect can
be administered oath any time

after the gazette notification.
issuing a notice lor ihat is no
obligation.”

ose who would not be
able to take their oath on the
announced dates would be
administered oath on” a later
date. hé added.

According to the Speaker,
the first session of the JS has’
to be summoned within 30
days of the gazette notification.
In case of piecemeal notifica-
tions, the 30 days should be
counted from the day the last
gazette is published. he said.

In case an MP fails to take
oath within 90 days of the first
session, his seat will be de-
clared vacant. But if an MP
submits an application to the
Speaker for extension of the
the Speaker may
extend it, Razzak Ali sug-
gestﬂl

parties called for the

muup?ﬁ“dmmdm.

r thana

| g;.,,h

' weapons.

utatem:nt demanded immedi-
ate release of Mohamimad
Nastim. the party's central or--
ganising, secretary.
If Nasig is E.angt released by
Ii:ildl:ﬂh o el-nmrennf l‘i:u:r.'u:u.m:"':||f
nite s
communication with thc

entire
UNH from Shcr r adda:ﬂm-

" sition parties dl!l.':iaﬂ:

ple s curfew to resist

on Tuesday in the district's
three constituencies where
election was foiled by violence
on February 15. reports UNB.

BNP grand ra]ly

- From Page 1 = .
hagfcdmwhthem-
Mme:ﬂmwm:np
position to come for-
ward h:thlu to
resolve the curremt political
crisis by sh the of
ek iy ol
Dhaka city BNP
and Labour and

Minister Mir Shawkat All,
State Minister for Youth and

3“1- Sadek Hossain, State
inister for. Children and
Women Affairs &T Rah-
man, . State Mihister for
Cultural Affairs Jahanara Be-
ﬁm BNP leaders Haris Chow-

: . Salahuddin Ahmed MP.
Inkandlr All, Sham

e

tended the meeting.

~ Present in the meeti
were also JCD leaders F
Huq Milon ‘MP, Nazmuddin
Alam MP, Nasiruddin Ahmed
Pintu, Giasuddin Chewdhury

- Khokon, Jasas leaders Abdul

HytSlkd:f Emran Saleh Pri-
neéd, S M Ruhul Amin, Mo-
shm‘mf Hossain Hhm* Fo-

I Islam,
andﬁbu'l‘lhﬂ'

+ Mannan Bhulm
up the reigns of the party ow-
ing to illness of the Barrhtﬂ'
Abdus Salam Talukder.” also
held a separate with
Dhaka District BNP at
the party central ﬁﬂ'lu: in the
evening. -

Ctg port

From P.ige 1

The sources -added that
13.000 coniainers were now
lying at the port sheds which
have the normal capa to
hold 8.500 containers. - |

During the Opposition's
non- ration amme
last , three ers, in-
cliding the State Minister for
Port and Shipping, made a
detesmined efiort to keep Bthe
port o tions running. But
their efforts failed in the face
of resistance by the Opposition

activists.

Euro-Asian
From Page 1

cooperation beiween the re-
gions, and in particular on
ways to facilitate trnd: and in- -

vestment

- Leaders to pursue
systematic and progressive ef-
forts to reduce nuclear
weapons globally with the ul-

timate goal’ of iminaung tflc

- A government and private
sector working group to meet
in Thailand to draw up an Asia- -
Europe investment promotion
action plan within six mogths
aimed at improving two-way
investment

- An Asia-Europe business
forum to hold its inaugural
meeting in France in 1995 and
the next in Thailand

- An Asia-Europe foundation

to be set in Singapore with
contributiohs from countries of
both regions

- The next ASEM meeting
to De held in two years in Bri-

‘tain and the third in South Ko-

rea in the year 2000

US ban on shrlmps
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Also unaffected are imports

of shrimp raised by aquacul-
ture — that is. gn farms rather

than in the wild.
Richard Gutting. vice
resident of the ational

isheries Institute, said the
countries likely to be affected

most e hivh-volume ex-
porters China. India, Thailand
and some other countries
around the Pacific Rim.

Moreover. a number of
countries previously certified.
like Mexico, face new re-
guirerments for their trawlers
operating in the pacific, which
are now covered by the law for
the first time.

Less affected would be
smaller suppliers in the Euro-
pean Union and Japan. but
they are the ones. with
Malaysia. already threatening a
WTO challenge. Gutting said
The most damaging retaliation

could come from Japan. which

buys 60 70 per cent of all US
sealood exports, he said.
The Naticnal Fisheries In

stitute. a 'S seafood-industry
| trade association. predicts an

said no a

nded embargo

- sales valued at tﬂmmm

dollar a year. :
A State De ment official
ruling was ex-

edheurcthclilnylcm

rg hey muld have filed
quickly and asked for an ex-
pedited appeal and gone
th h the ... 'sS polen-
tially before May.” said Tedd
Steiner, director of Earth Is-
land Institute's Sea Turtle
Restoration Project in San
Francisco.

“I doubt that any judge.
after they waited until the last
minute. would grant a stay.” or
delay, of the embargo now. he
said

" Steiner was eager for a WTO
challenge to the embargo. he
said to test the ad-
ministration's resolve that free
trade not undermine US envi-
ronmental law

He predicted the wide ap-
plication of the TEDs law wlll
save hundreds of thousands of
furtleg a vear. more than

100 000 alone in the Paciilc
off Mexico and Central Amer

Wi



