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Bank's account
frozen

Sports Reporter

DHAKA WANDERERS:
223 lor 8 [(Kironr =
Munirul Huq 45)

AGRANI BANK: 106t i
43 5 overs [Suru 46 Azam

rgr——————

Ighal 37 Totam 4/28)

Dhaka Wanderers made an

impressive start in the
Premier relegation league de-
feating Agrani Bank by 57 runs
on the eastern strip of the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadiumn
veste ;
Sent in to bat by Aﬁram
skipper Dipu Roy Chowdhury,
Wanderers raced on to amass a
fighting 223 with opener
Kiron hammering a brilliant 80
off 110 balls.

After a disastrous start of
61/3 in 16.3 overs, Wanderers'
Kiron, who held the inni
together, shared an invalua
98 runs for the fourth wicket
with Pakistani Munirul Hu
(45) before he was dismisses
by discarded national off-spin-
ner Shariful Huq Plabon. In his
marathon innings Kiron
cracked seven hits across the
rope.

Sagir Abbas, the other Pak-
istani in the Wanderers ranks,
was the othef notable run-get-
ter. for the eventual winners
with a valuahle 35.

In reply. ani Bank, who.
were promoted to the Premier
Division with Wanderers
last year. could muster on

116 ln the face of some [i

up bowling from Totam.

- The youn right-arm
seamer fini with a telling
an s of
well su rted by new-ball
bowler Shuvro and r Abbas.
who evenly shared four wick-

" It was Wanderers' fourth

win from 12 outings and th
now share the second slot

: ani Bank behind leaderu
GMCC, who have collected 12
points from as many matches.

- Botham to beef
- up England

LONDON, Mar 2: Former
. Test all-rounder lan Botham
has put himself forward as the
man to reverse E s slide
into one of the -rans of
world cricket. r 8 Reuter.
. Botham, who played 102
Test matches, scoring 5,200
runa and t 383 wickets,

said on a telévi quiz

mme he would be keen

. to take nhn:rgt nf the nu.tlannl

team.
"I would like hwznmt
the side. | have sald
before | would iike to be in-
volved." he said.

» "Anyone with a bit of pas-

sion ‘'would like to have a ﬁ:,.
We have quality players |

‘Hick. Thorpe, Smith and
Atherton but they are not
gciltng :

England had a miucrnhle
winter tour of South Alrica.
losing theT?tlmicllﬂand

a o- hlmming in
wm—dny internationals.

‘They have also made a

wretphud start 1o their World

An opening-
Lﬂ%n t-idcrn New,
: Mrld was by un-

ing victories over the
Unmsr.l A.'rab Emirates and the
Netherlands and another

| by South Africa.

. now 40, performed
countless swashbuckling feats
in a first-class career
20 years but has frequently
been at odds with the cricket
establishment, criticising the
Enﬁa.h game's rulers for not

ng

use of younger men

who are more in touch with -

the players.
Taylor applauds
Kenya's feat

JAIPUR., India, March 2:
Ausiralian captain Mark Taylor
offered his batting helmet to
giant-killing Kenyan counter-

part Maurice Odumbe todav.
' : We can't match you,
reports AFP.

Taylor. whose side take on
the West Indies on Monday
after they were defeated by the
Africans in one of the all-time
great shocks, said: "I den't
think we can bowl the West
Indies out for 93."

- Taylor was lefi in awe of
Kenya's stunning 73-run tri-
umph in Pune on Thursday.

during which off-spinner
Qdu took 3-15 from 10
overs.

“It's not everyday that a side
bowls out the W:st Indians for
such 3 low score. The Kenyans
did very well.” he said.

But TEj"lDI‘ added he was not
going to take the West Indies

lightly even though Australia is
assured of a place in the quar-
terfinals.

"Each malch is a new start
?nd it's very tmportant to per-
orm every time you go on the
field,” hrr_:aid SR

Australia share top spot in

the six-teamm Group A with Sri
Lanka

Il Adstraiia finish at the top
of the group they will travel to
" Pakistan for the quarter! rial-
A second or third spot will

them in India.
* West Indies, on the
other hand, must defeat the

inform Australians to stay in
the race.

-2-28-4. He was

{

I

L]

<
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KARACH!. Mar 2: England
arul Pakistan clash on Sunday
for the first time since the
1992 ball-tampering row but
both sides insist’ the lends of
the pas! a1t over. report Qoen-

WASIM AKRAM
cies. -
“What ha
- the
there will be any
. tween the sides,” said Pakistan

ppened before is in
past and 1 don't.think
problem be-

captain Wasim Akram. -
England skippe
Atherton said, ” gﬂnt
there will be an
sion hctweerL
Sunda‘y .
“Wasim Akram and | are two
captains arnd we are good
mates from our time
at Lancashire. We will be look-
ing to foster good relations be-
tween the two sides.”
Meanwhile. the defending
champions, still smarting a

Mike
think
undue ten-
1e¢ sides on

five-wicket defeat at the hands
! ofSouth

ca, refuted sugges-
tion they' would
and and New Zealand in
or to stay in Pakistan for
1hrir uarterfinals. -
‘I have been nuaquntcd
Alsn-said of

: {*ﬂdﬂr litikhab

{)uger article, "We have a
murﬂ uty to play fair and

Mim was quoted In the
Karachi-based newspaper The.
Dawn . "We can lose both
the game, fnrmat has been
deu% d like thal.”

t this stage. we have with
us options ol picking and
choosing our.venue for the
quarterfinal, and if we decide
losing both games we can play
at Faisalabad. | don't see any
hlrm in such a prupuliunn 4

- inju

together -

'the Karachi City
lose to -

Alam was reported saying.

Pakistan s loss to South
Africa meant they will likely
travel to India for their quar-
terfinal match.

"We are happy to go to
[ndia.” sald Skipper Wasim
Akram. :

"It is good we had a bad
pgame al the beginning. we can
now put our house in order.”
he satd. i

Pakistan is expected to
make two changes — off spin-
ner Saglain Mushtaq will make
room for medium paceman
Aaquib Javed while veteran
batsman Javed Miandad re-
turns to the side at the ex-
pense of Ramiz Raja. ’

Miandad confirmed a minor
forced him to miss the

South Africa match and not a

reported disagreement with
. the team management.

Miandad said, "Every match
is important, especially in the
World Cup. How can one think
of giving points to any of the
teams? It's a one- day game and
you can't plan

The England rﬂateh will be
Miandad's last international
uutir? in front of his home
crgwd and Akram suggested
he might honour the 38-year-

old batsman by asking him to

lead the team out.

Pakistan, however, isn't the
only team far:in% Froblems
. espite qualilying for the

quarterfinal. cnntrcm:rs]r and
injuries have plagued England.

The visitors are trying des-

perately to regroup under
troubled captain  Michael
Atherton, who compounded

hi~ team’'s worries with his

pur=onal play.
While seamn bowler Peter

- Martin may miss Sunday's

imatch after suffering a recur-

- rence of a long-standing back

injury.

. Martin was forced to miss +

the nst
Cricket
Association (KCCA) at the
: byn;"m Club which :

ost ve wickets to deepen
the gloom on top of their che-

quered from in the early tour-

Friday's practice

- hament games.
Team mannﬁfr Ray
Hlingworth said: eter has

:made the problem sine he was

18 and it strikes him occa-
sionally.
Neil Fairbrother is also

rated as a slight doubt for
Sunday's match after tweaking
a hamstring while batting. The
Lancashire player was able to
gtl»d however. and should be
¢ .

Hlingworth u:nlchcd suy-
gestions wicketkeeper Jll::
[Russel] muid be druppe to

Pak-England tie today

inake way for an extra batsman.

Russell, who along with
Graham Thorpe,
KCCA side. made 25 from 36
balls and afterwards
[lingworth satd: "Jack will def-

"initely piagnn Sunday,”
Robin Smith, who has yet to
play in this World Cup follow-

ing groin and calf injuries, did
his grusptcts of selection little
good ' making _;ll'il 24 after

o -""':'!'-
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MIKE ATHERTON
opening the innings.

Hlingworth said afterwards:
"The defeat isn't disastrous as
the main thing was to get all
seven batsmen some time in
the middle, which we have
done.

Pakistan have one doubt,
with wicket-keeper Rashid
Latif still nursing a badly
bruised finger.

The 28-year-gld Latif had to
go olf against South Africa after
damaging- the finger while
fielding a powerful throw of
Saeed .

"He was been given treat-
ment today. We had an X-ray

sterday arfd nothing is bro-.

en bul il is badly bruised. We
will mry ¢ him treatment’
lnmnrrpw and he will be all
right.” said Intikhab Alam.
- TEAMS

PAKISTAN: Wasim Akram
(Captain). Aamir Sohail, Saeed
Anwar. ljaz Ahmed. Javed
Miandad, Salim Malik. Inza-
mam-ul- Ha? Ramiz Raja,
Rashid Latif, Wagar Younis,
Aaquib Javed, Ataur Rehman,
Mushtaq Ahmed, Saglain Mus-
taq

ENGLANDS: Mike Atherton
(Captain). Alec Stewart, Robin
Smilh Graeme Hick. Graham
Thorpe, Neil Fairbrother, Jack
Russell, Dermot Reeve. Do-
minic Cork, Phillip Defreitas.
Nel! Smith. Rll:hlrd Iling-
worth. Daren {mugh Peter
Mi mln r

Testmg time for Richie

JAIPUR, #
Richie Richardson's captaincy
will be under scrutiny as his
West Indies team battle for a
World Cup quarterfinal place in

India, Mar

their last Group A match
against Australia on Monday.
reports Reuter.

. A sequence of chequered
performances in recent
months, culminating in a sen-
sitional defeat by tournament
miimnows Kenya on Thursday,
has cast doubt on Rlchardlun s
ta;:tical
qualities and ability so' lead
irom the front.

The West Indian ski

who has maintained d!gnm |

thrm.?h the troubled spell, has
fou his problems com-
pounded by a marked decline
in his once accomplished bat-

tin
%{lchardwna side are con-

fronted by the prospect of a
scramble to reach the know-
{ oul stage after only one win.

against Zimababwe, in their
first four group games. They

lorteited their game against Sri
Lanka, citing

also lost to India.
They are level on two is
with Kenya and Zimbabwe but

- hold fourth place ahead of
those two sides in the six-team .
group by virtue of a better net

rumn rate.

Victory over Australia would
almost certainly put West
Indies into the last eight. but
defeat might mean the last
qualifying place in Group A
being decided by run rate.

West Indies' current net
run rate is -0.27, Kenya have -
0.49 and Zimbabwe are on -
0.96. The figures are worked
out by deducting the overall
average runs per over con-
ceded from the average runs
per over scored,

Richardson s squad arrived
in Jﬂfur on Saturday to be
greeted by a downpour and an
overcast sKy but may have
been reassured by a report on
the pitch.

It is a bald wicket prop-
erly covered and absolutely
gfroundsman Hemendra
Surana told Reuters.

It should help spinners
right frnm the lirst over.,” he
sald. "But it romes slow.
There's enough time to kill the

spin or wait

safety fears, and |

it_ It is an easy i

wirkrt for the batsman to

{Vcﬂ Indies far:e an Aus-

iralian side in prime form after

beating Kenya. India and Zim-
habwe. but having forfeited
their game against Sri Lanka,
also on sdety grounds.

Opener Mark Waugh. with
two. centuries in consecutive
ﬂm against Kenya and India,

ayed the dununant bat-
ting ruit while leg-spinner
Shane Warne believes he is hit-
ting peak form at just the right
time.

Previous outings
easy-packed pitch in the pink
cu|y s0 ,called because of the

colour ufthq bufldings., have
not been to happy for West
Indies.

on the

They suffered o 34-run de-
feat a v&nul Enp;l.md durinyg the
1987 rid Qup and lost by
five wickets tn lndia during
the one-day series on th:lr
1994 tour.

West Indies may recall pace
bowler and useful lower order

" batsman Oitis Gibson instead

of fast bowler Camercn Cufly.
who had a moderate game
against Kenya.

Security has been tightened
at the stadium as a precaution
after a bomb blast in Jaipur
durinfz Republic Day celebra-

ndJ

anudry. -

Sniffer dogs and police with’
metal detectors are {:heckn:ﬁ
for bombs. "Wherever they find
a metal. they are digging.” a
tricketl official safd.

batted for the .

of the teams,

DOUBLE DELIGHT ... Navawongse Chai of Thailand on his
way to a double crown at the Ramna National Tennis

Complex yesterday.

~ — Star photo

Meman for a
change in
- WC format

NﬂGFUR India, Mar 2:

| Zimbabwe called for wholesale

changes to the World Cup for-
mat after an eight-wicket
drubbing against
Australia on Thursday, reports

. AFP.

Zimbabwean manager Babu
Meman said imp
were needed if the tournament

-was to remain a major draw as
well . as encourage emerging

nations to take part.

"At the moment the tour-
nament is not a true reflection
who ever wins
the World Cup.” Moman said.

"All teams should get a
chance to
the competition. 1 do not know
how that can be done but it is
for the sers to sit down
and work out a formula.”

Two pools of six teams in

| this tournament has led to a

number of one-sided matches
in the early stage of the com-
petition. Tteflected in poor
crowds at many of the.games.

Holland and the United
Arab Emirates in Group B has
been on the end of several
heavy
Test. nation Zimbabwe have
given slightly better accounts
of them in Group A.

Memanialdmrecgm&uf‘

four or four groups of
teams would create a’ more
competitive environment for
the pool matches with the top
teams seeded. :

"“This World Cup has been
great for non-Test playing na-
tions. It is ence for
them. But the format has to be

looked at and improved,” Me-

man said. ,

With the top sides going
into a knockout stage for the
main event, Meman suggested
plate .or bowl competitions
would Kkeep the remaining
countries interested in the
competition for longer. -

‘Australian manager Bob
Si was reluctant to crit-
icise the current system, say-
ing: "1 don't think there is a
need. at this of the tour-
nament. It is kicking along
quite well.”

TODAY'S VENUE

KARACH]I: Karachi is. the
largest city in F&kinhn

has come a y in pur-
pose -and size I‘.':E belnﬁm
village 1n.'lth a popula

of It is now the ‘centre of

commerce and indus with
an estimated population of 10
million. Al.mouf everywhere lyou
look you will see historical
buiidings preserved to honour
the founding father of this city
— Mohammad Al Jinnah. The
Flagstaff House. Wazar Man-
man-. Mohatta Palace and Ma-
zaar are some of these buil-
dings.
wuﬂh n closer look.

rt city is Pakistan's
ﬁnanch cﬁal . The 50.000-
capacit tlnnll Stadfum
md the Pakistan Cricket
Board, will hold today's match
between Pakistan and England.

Acme Div II

cricket
Sports Reporter

Kathalbagan Cricket Club |

earned an impressive nine-
wicket victory over East End
('lub in their Acme Smd DI
vision cricket luwr

counter at the Mirpur D'uttr
Stadium yesterday.

EAST END CLUB: 93 in
33.3 overs (Sayeem 24
Rashidul 4/8

KATHALBAGAN CC: 96
for one in 19.2 overs (Mithu
47 n.o., Farid 32 n.o.).

Beximco jr tennis
Chai's double

delight

Sports Reporter

Thailand's Nava Chai
ran away with the double
srown in the Beximco lﬂlh
Bangladesh International
nior tennis championsh pl
when he won both the
singles and doubles’ finals at

th Natinnal Tennis Cmnplex
in erday.
seeded Chai won

his ﬂml ever singles title when
he outplayed - Indian odtgy
Halal_: Hnnjmd 6-1, 6-4. 9
ai, pairi up with to

seeded l:a:ir::m'n‘_l”lg 11:'1 1:'.’11‘.&‘.!-1.'m'-l
panich Bhee, also wen the
doubles’ [(inal defeating the
Indian duo of Bhaskar Chowd-
hury and Rohan Wahedra 8-3,
6-4.

Meanwhile Kazakhstan's Se-
lyutina Irina won the irlq
=inigles title defeating Thn.l ;I
Marissa Niroj in the final
(7-3). 6-1.

State Minister for Youth and
Sports Sadeq Hossain wit-
nessed the finals as the chiefl
guest and gave away the tro-
phies.

3

op seeds .

rovements

ay each other in

defeats while Kenya and .

which are definitely

‘rate in

- 19 g2 4

ISLAMABAD. Mar 2: Pak-
istan batsman Javed Miandad
spoke out here on Saturda
deny speculation that he
walked out on the team hcfnre
its World Cup encounter with

hinted he Wwas unhappy with

his role in the side. .
Miandad, the World Cup’s

record run-getter, said: "1 had
nlum roblem as well as a
back problem. I didn't want to.

take a chance. If something
had happened. 1 would have

been out of the tourhament.”
ar-old, a veteran

The 38-
of all six World Cups and who
returned for the tournament
‘after a two-year retirement,’
had originally said he had been
forced to. miss Thursday's
. Group ‘B game with a stomach
bug. while team captain Wasim
Akram .put it down to a
strained back muscle,-

Sources close to the team
suggcsted a third reason, argu-

tu=

. South Africa. AFP.
- But Miandad, after confirm- .
ing that injury and illness had
been behind his absence. then

-da

' Miandad clears the air

ing there had been a con-
frontation between player and
management because Miandad

‘was not happ'_v,r pla}"lng at num-
~ ber’'six.

Asked on Saturda}' if he was
in that position, Mian-
answered: t's a differ-
ent story. 1 have told them
about my availability. I have
[:oa yed in every positiorr in the
p order. It's up to the cap-
tain which numl ‘he wants

ha

JﬁVED MI&ND&D
me lo play.”
_When he waa askad if he

The Baifg Star 11

would prefer the number three
or four spot, he added: "There
are many good questions but
it's difficult to answer."

Earlicr. former Indian Test
player Farokh Engineer, work-
ing for Hong-Kong based satel-
lite channel Star Sports, said
he would not be surprised if
the claims of a walk-out were
lrue.

“There has been a lot of dis-
sension in Pakistan's past and 1|

. wouldn’'t put it past them now,

especially since Wasim didn't
captain the side very well.”

Bult he also argued the
player should be prnmuted up
the order.

"T would be hurt tf I was bat-
ting at number six. He should
definitely be batting at three,”
he said. "The number three
should be the sheet anchor of

. the team around wl'ur_h it re-

volves.”

The Muslim, a lncal Ialam-
abad daily, meanwhile, printed
an opinion piece under the
headline "Miandad back to his. -
old tricks”, arguing: "It was
just a matter of time that
Miandad would retort to old
ways of cﬂusing some kind of
tension in the Pakistani camp
or creating differences in the

team.”

Alec achmg‘ for forl:une

1994

KARACHI. Mar 2: England

vice-ca n Alec Stewart be-
lieves he has the skill and .ex-
perience to get back among
the runs again after a long lean

" spell, reports Reuter.

"I've not made a big score.
t-(in the World Cup] but ']
ave felt comfortable at the'
crease and that is
said Stewart was England pr
pared for their last Group B
match against Pakistan on

“*I'd never take my place for
granted and I'd like to think

| I'm judged on results. You just

do your best and hope that it is
ood enough, but when you
ve pla
nationals- and 50 Tests you
should have. the experience
and record behind you.” It is
almost two years since Stewart
notched up his last Test cen-
tury. against' New Zealand al
Lord's, and in that time his ca-
reer has been blighted by in-
and a run of poor scores.
tewart sufllered five sepa-
uries 1o his t index

finger between October 1994

| and .luhr 1995, and when he

nt" -

70 one-day inter-

.meant [ didn't play

finally shook off mm prob-
lems he found runs elusive
against Allan Donald and Shaun
Pollock on England's recent
tour to th ;

"The [hjuries to my finger
cricket
consistently for 14 months. It

was slop-start and I wasn't able

ALEC STEWART

1o get into the swing

‘In South Africa [ didn't =
play as fluently as I would like-

- In the Test matches, but I felt.

I played quite well in the one-
day internationals.

Stewart is happy to take

- over behind the stumps if Eng-

land  decide to strengthen
their top order for Sunday's
inatch by bringing in Robin
Smith and dropping wiclcet-
keeper Jack Russell.

"We're always picking frnm
a squad of fourteen and I'm
happy to keep wicket. After all,
I've probably kept in 30 of the
last 40 one-day internationals

I've played.
‘Jack's not played one-day
internationals for a while be-

fore this winter. although I'm
the first to praise him as the
best keeper in world cricket- .
and his batting is improving all -
the time.

"He had an exceptional tour
of South Africa. both keepin
and with the bat. but it coul
be we could make a change not
through any fault of his but
through the deficiencies of

others.”
England have had a
wretched World Cup so far,

losing to New Zealand and
South Africa and winning only
against minnaws the United
Arab Emirates and the Nether-
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: 1 The first "duck” in the World Cup was by H R Sheh EDSokar [ | A Knon

| 2 Inthe WC, the first over was bowled by V Hoider Mlai [ ] JSnow | ]

: 3 Inthe 1975 WC, the Sri Lankans were led by OMends [~ | Bwarnapura[_] BTannekdon| |

| SRR

i 4 In 1879 WC, the playing Chappell was | Chris | hn] Greg| |

: . The 8pinner who won iwo M-0-M awards in fhe 1963 WC was L Glomes D Underwood A Qadir

| 6 Australia won the 1987 World Cup beating England in the inai by 7 runs 17 runs 27 runs |

: 7 The maximum wides and no-balis bowied in the 1962 WC was by A Donald W Akram | W Benjamn

: T T SO —— T It b s
PATHERS NAME: ... commsmmmsmmnmssspnrasnins TEURPHOWE SRR wmicassismssans:

| Write with a ball in clear Block letters. Cut alm the dotted lines and ml-.ll to or

| ‘hop in the Quiz Box in Daily Star. Send as m-uluumlh

hE Eﬂ.!ld h' I-:



