ECENT times fiave been
a boom for hand!l-crnﬂs
e "
industry. The quality nf
locally made clothes ?ll‘b‘t im-

so much that now we

can proudly claim that our

gﬁuﬁoﬂog any suc p

oreign
products.

The increase in dcmand of
readymade clothes and hand
embroidered sarees and salwar
kameezes have led to an in-
- crease in the number of inde-
pendent boutiques and other
small ﬂrkl-hﬂp—l in the city.
_ tion has led to more
innovation and too have
l]l:l" stabflised HT):'! 1: less of

ucts -
bgmduc‘u‘lrn!g: ég
Ore. the! fpar'od T s
r uct an "in” pro-
pr

The Cuﬂﬂm_ Print-
is one such or -
sation which is dabbli

llnlli scale production of lo-

!lg miadé and designed:

t.Thln El?ﬁh w;;'j ing-’
started as a

of the Women's Health Coati-
tions Brands in Mirpur, to
provide Inmme-generltgl
work fot poor women. It has
since become a self-suflicient
and independent section with
its own staff.
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of the tion's
 fo shipe on Ba

Sarees. salwar kameezes,
bed-covers. cushion covers,
shawls, tablecloths etc.. are
the mﬂ:.l':l products of this or-
ganisation. Sarees are bought
as wholesale fabrics and then
dyed, block printed and em-
broidered a to their
very own de same is
done in casé lelr kam-
eezes and bed-covers.

_th:fnbﬂumlﬂpltl-ﬂed'

and embroidered By the
8 own , & lot of

work 48 done as per the

clients’ orders. A fair

are

.Road, East-

Individual

from their

eéct also

lrticipatu at mbﬂ exhibi-

ions and “"meena bazaars”

around the city and was also in
the WVA's own affair recently.

H'nﬁl:llnd
mmm

The sarees and dresses are -

primarily ethnic in their
patterns and designs. Some
dresses are I.Ill:l as

ger the season's demand. as
nru embroidered ones
the Eid festivals cic.,

The sarees are beautifully pat-
terned. the block-printed sa-
rees which are also hand em-,
broidered are one of

more popular). The detailed
embroidery is done in vibrant
colour. These sarees are first
blockprinted and then em-
:Jrnidﬁred the dual work giv-

ng the sarees a e t
outlook. Rabeya %mmam]??thne
enigmatic lady overlooking this

entire project.

~Sultana who is actually

-

- Mirpur.

Mowri
the
roject’'s accounts officer but
n effect involved in all other
work as well. Rabeya herself
designs all the patterns and

She is assisted by

embroidery done on the sarees -
mdthl.-.th'unﬂu:illlnﬂcﬂs.

with all the clients and outgo-
ing orders. The quality of the
materials used lnd the quality
of the finished s are fae-
tots to which most attention is
given, according to Rabeya and
she proudl ims that they
never have any aints
regarding the quality of their
products.

At
Cottage

present the Coalition
Printing Project has
I!ﬂick t ng. dyeing a:?du ot

tai-
Iurlng at the.ir premises at
Work. especially of

hand embroidery, is mainl

- done by the temporary sta

who are paid for each piece of

work, they lete. Rabeya

thqr better attractions (and ~ said that the project at all

lmu .‘.&.Ihl\"ﬂ around 200 to 250

“temporary” people (especially |

wonien) working- for them.
The advantag: this kind of
work is that the women take
the materials and fabrics home
with them and do the work at
homeé. -

One of the best attractions
of this project is that -the
prices of all their ts are
very reasonable. Sarees are
available here from Taka 375
up to Tk 600 for the variety of |
“tie-n-dye” and block printed
sarees, depending on the de-
signs. The hand-embroidered
sarees are priced between Tk
650 and 1200, again depend-

- ing.m the de , salwar
fand:

some 3-pim] range between
Tk 475 and Tk 2 . Shawls
and kotees are also available
here, their also between
Tk 200 350 for the former
and 190 and 300 for the latter.
Individual orders are also
taken here for sarees, salwar
kameezes, bed-covers, cushion
covers, etc and the charr are
extremely reasonable. Unfot-
tunately. the project does not

have a scparate showroom but
then products are displayed
and sold from their own
mises at House No 10. RJ“
4. Mirpur Section 10.

The Market is a Bad Master

ESPITE

yond price. Markets rpquire
rules apd r in order
to function and even
" Adam  Smith taught this:
lesson.
it is being relearned today

in Russia and other societies
shifting from socialism to
market economies.

Smith said markets fune-/
tion to allocate resources
when buyers and sellers meet
in market plIEEI where each

has equal power and

E formation and where no
harmful effects are inflicted oen
innocent bystanders. Smith's
clearly ltat;d;&l rules’ E:E still
necessary c tions mar-
kets to function today.

In fact, markets never were
“free”. They always relied on’
rules of human interaction: the-
reciprocal c ation, trust,

and moral Mtiun that ac-

companies free,
uncoerced exch between
people. Otherwise markets

any

have never as
the civilized means of
’ exchange they became.

mﬂo why have we foruﬁtt’:i
sis of markets? )

preValen
day is part of an adolescent
ca for irr
othing muld be more dan-
gerous than truly free, irrg-
sponsible markets, the conse-
quences of which are forever
represented in the Wall Street
crisis of the 1920s. '

the calamitous crash
of 0‘%9 hat devastated

millions of people spurred
intervention and government
regulation, with the creation
0 the S:cuﬂtiti and
Exchange Commissions. Even
80, it took many years to
rebuild the trust and

confidence of Americans in

hargcol a.r:; u;cﬂurluca markets,

w economic text-
books teach that markets and
regulations are opposites?

They cite Smith's observation
pheet the hoamesn "nrorenaity

Despite the glpnﬁcatmn of the free’ market-
place in today's political and economic
- rhetoric, it remains a false god, says

ﬂm“hmmwm
sity to make rules.

Economics textbooks left
the study of rule- and
interactions in communities
and families to a branch of
mathematies called "Game

Theory”". Game theorists liter-
-ally study the games
play. along with ruﬂr
sociologists, political scien

tists, and anthropologists.

In 1994, game theorists. fo-
cusing on these rules of
human interaction, won all
thre€¢ Nobel Prizes 1n
economics.

All economies today are
mixtures of markets and
latiens that can only be -
stood from such broader per-
spectives. It ts culture that
provides the rules that
all economies and not the
other way around as economic
textbooks still state.

For example, Russia. in '

adopting obsoclete Western
economic textbooks, un-
leashed a 19th century form of
capitalism rather than fts 20th
century regulated forms now
operating in Europe and North
America

Few ‘Runian economists
ever visited the United Sates
or any of the advanced indus-
trial countries to nmaw 20th
evolved within contract ll"

MaT

-uythiniﬂfrnm stock market

.

and natienal levels of
ment. ,
The Russians now are
the hard way, as their
society s trust, cooperation,
and confidence have been
eroded in search of the false
of free markets and

frar:wntmtﬂ: individualism.
The have enced ev-

slate,

in-
t, to

bery. corruption,

Sotrin Gomamie

the breakdown of traditional
values.

The US and Eu de-

bate about what to at

what level of government is

important., In too many cases

tax codes and t reg-
ulations have subverted
to benefit the few: fi-
nancial, corporate and other

w ﬂfruu Sp:ﬂll!l"l to

MIMMamchﬁdy
based on this loss of trust in
governmerits now cited by 76
per cent of the American peo-
ple. to a recent sur-
vey by the Americans Talk
issués Foundation of Washing-

ton, DC. 4
E s "soclial markets”
and safety nets are glso

in tatters, as they are in the
attempting lnn:uhcp;t't;.;n

to t -
lem by entrusting it to the

" notice. Footloose

and °

worse.

The lation of finan-
cial markets in the 1980s ac-
celerated the erosion of na-
tional sovereignty. environ-
méntal stand . and domes-
tic policy npllnnl to present
job security and maintain
safety nets. Corporations and
financial players were allowed
to escape national lations
and migrated into the global
fast lane and its as yet unregu-
lated financial markets.

National politicians, how-
ever honest and
demoecratically elected, now
ruefully tell vntcrl they are
powerless to fulfil their

campalgn romises and
manage the cgmutlc ec

because of “global cnmpeu*
tion.” '

Today t must deal ldth
l-.._ hordes o bond and
cummudlt traders and the

udal wave of around 81
trﬂ!zxn or more that sloshes
atross their borders and can
attack the value of their
currencies at a moment's
lﬂﬂﬂl
seck ever cheaper la
unprotected mvlrmm:ntl.l re-
sources worldwide.

Instead of countering the
rhetoric of false markets,
politicians shrink from a vital

debate about the com -

tary role of regulation, na-
tional and international. Some
are caught in the false
ht':twun obalism isola-
tionism. are traumatised by
Laxes.

But only when we

that markets and regu

are essential to pruiptmul
economies can we end

the polarisation of post-Cold

“War politics. National politi-

cians pushed to the wnll bY
I financial markets will

SoOn lenm these lessons.

Voters are demanding that

ticlans address irresponsi-.
le global markets and compe-
tition by spending more of
their time on international
agreements to regujate these
unstable markets. Somethi
akin to a global Securities a
Exchange Commission (SEC)
is now necessary to bri
order and  restore bot
confidence of investors and
the trust of voters in all
countries.

‘- [PS Peature

\

am sure after one month

of fasting you must be ei-

ther in control over your
-eating habits or going beserk.
By now you definitely know
neither starving, nor overea-
ting is for you. Moderation is
the key.

Arée you reading this and

getting angry?’ Getting. sick
+ and tired of body fascism and
do diet ammes? It is-
not Ok to be fat. Your extra

body fat puts you in a high risk
category for a wide range of

illnesses — °"diabetes, high
blood pressure, heart -disease
and some cancers. Fat causes
more illnesses than smoking
and drinking.
will add to your problems. Be-
ing fat may not be a sin, but it
can lhrcatm l-rytleur health, hap-
piness and life span.

. You must choose either
high or low. intefisity workouts
L 3 times in' a week. Choose ac-

ur body sweat and

race and

leave you feeling i.iru:d and ex-.

The latter two .

“livities that ‘make your pulse

hilarated. Muscle is a fat burn-

ing furnace and when It comes
to trimming your wafatllne

you're got to work hard. Hi

_ intensity cardiovascular acti t;f
“with a well balanced low fat,

high fibre diet’ will do won-
ders, intensity exercise is
just as effective, only you have
to work out Innger to get the
same results. Start slow and.
build up momentum slowly

otherwise you might damag:

~or injure yourself.

Remember, if you haw:
weak hedrt, back trouble,

After the Fastlng Fat1gu§g

gnant or very overwei t '

glﬂ'l always ¢onsult ocC-
tor before Eu; rou-
tine of any ki

T iy lf:em% 503

Walk ewen 1 mulleut dia-
tance. Walking is the best form
of exercise for starters.

1) ‘Lie nn your: hack as
shown Wlth one leg bend.

' photoe — Shehzad Nm gk
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Completely stretch the whale
body. Keep your stumac&
and back flat on the floor. ;5.. Py
-2) As you rise lift your
and arms Eimultanmm
Breathe out as you lift your
up and then in as y
back to position one. Lift-
everi I_}_iggc;r and touch vyour
toes.: This is complete y
exercise works on arms legs
and stomach. Change leg and

confinue. Do 10 set each size .
rest and repeat. ‘ :
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ESE days
" in town !s something
the prudent Dhakaite
pet ont ri;n'kﬁ forward to.
nteresti shoppi sprees
are not what theyug%dt!::hc
- {}nc: yml:l reach the entrance
ol any shopping cenire, you
will confront an j;ucd
reception commitiee,
invariably always overzealous
. hower’
s abuses at
mr:r:;elm you with lhelm

E1o s siixicwtaatle.

'delicate’ word. the hcggars-
making. sure your shopping
plan goes wro from the
very beginning. fore you
jump to the wrong cenclu-
sion. bear with me for a
while. | am not being insen-
sitive to the wunfortunate
masses here. But often their
relentless pestering can re-
nﬂ}' prove trying. And that is
?r veteran vh:uma like my-
sell. find it hard to be empa-
thetic with them at all times.
The floating alms seekers
can be spotted almost every-
where in the metropoltn and
Lheir age va? from 6 to 60
plus. ang oul npear
eaterjes, al the trnﬁh: inter-
sections, sidewalks and even
al the university ca s. Bul
of course their  favourite
haunts are the market places.’
IU's certainly not an am
fact that they had had to suf-
fer more than their fair share
of miseries. So, it's under-
standable if they
nancial assistance from the

o

more privileged ones. But
must t verbally assault the
passers- Somewhere alo-
ng the line the obdurate

vagrants have abandoned the
“asking” approach and re-

sorted to the more aggressive

one — demand

. _Alas! the poor t:ity dwellers
already have to endure a lot

in the Dhaka streets. The

b

e
&

i X

going about -

-

" stacles of eyer

expect fi-

Beggars on the Prowl

‘ byLavmaAmbmnAhmed i
|
L i
perennial traffic hazards, their wish at that precise
escalating street accidents - K moment. One of them was

and environmental degrada-
tion are enough to drive leven
the most blase person crazy.
Then overcoming all the ob-
ay life when
e w'ear{ Dhakaite reaches
,the market premises, an-
"other ordeal begins. The beg-
arl'. accost -himm even before
an get down from his ve-
hlt:!e And if you

thtm ou will win scathin
ollowed string o
sparngtnmnt. at'u more,

thie kind of rough treatment
is most often unprovoked and
uncalled for. 1.Ik= when they
appear out of the blue, ?hnrg;:
monci", curse you, your fami

.and the generations to come,
even before you can catch
your breath, let alone a
negative replyt ln the face of
such blatant , CAn you

be blamed fur Iunklng the
other way? :

Needless to say |
ceptible prey are the female
sex. Obviously. the froad
roamers consider them. to
cause less fuss and give in to

the sus-

their persistent pursuits. And
as it happens, city women
relate more rigled -by- th?

mob tales ‘than their male

ket to finish her model as

signment on time. But as

good luck wasn't on her side,

she was waylaid thm
~ merciless mer

as soon as she got down f

her three nhnlcr JHaving
snared their game, were
d:ttrnuntd not to leave
{ handed. The poor girl

/ frankly didn't have Itl'll"
change, or would grant

- with drea

A 40
cadaverous man
ocks and multiple
rudrakshi necklaces, he ap-
proached. her and sneered:
dey balchhi! (give me, 1 say!)
or you will die a miserable

d:ath!" barrzge of an equa-
grim unph:;lam

especially tenacious.
somethin

- — i;fnmﬂntheriuturehi
are ore ™ !

lowed. Normally. an imtrepid
person, she was ‘'so worried
about her'class project, that
she let her captor with the
menacing look unnerve her.
She hurried to the station-
ers',
took the longer route to let
herself out by the 2nd gate.
Her encounter with the
mendicant had affected her
so much so, that she has-
vowed never to go o the
ahnpu alone.

Same goes for Zara, a med.
student who is petrified of
the pagols (madmen) on the
loose near. the shopping
plazas. Incidmtnﬂ she does
seemi to attract a lot of ‘really’

wacky people. close to
her back up this fact and
muse: do they only sense the
‘fear of them in her — or,
does- i ve anything to do
~with 1a? _
Stalked by a semi-nude

loony, another pagol lphnhic

. ran-to\ her car and left the
T s o wnduists
wasn' e re
her loss when she
reac home. ‘th:gmp-

e a carry-
(sob!) two ta — "Real

_ l;l“ .and "D e 8 Mi-

| nd- soundtrac some

cards and Hm and
What a pity!

'I‘htr: are some common
characteristics of the beggar
clan. One of them is some-

bought the stuff and -

what puzzling. Try offerin
any one of them a decent
and he/she will throw the
offer right back in your fa¢e.
give a rude retort and go on
cadging for money. They also
have another proclivity to -
help the shoppers.. How?
Whenever (quite f:equentlyl
your good old ricky puller
can't come up with the nec-
essary change, the good
Samaritans provide it. The
catch? To gain a buck or lw:r :

| _nf course.

After suffering their hztcf
behaviour time and again. ong
guy decided to give them a
taste of their own medicine.,
While searching his wallet for
the change of ten taka, he
saw a man with a shy grin,
standing beside him shcmdné "
nine taka. Luckily, he found |} .
the exact required fare in his
jacket pocket. So, he tur :
smugly to the hnpeful in
vidual and said: "Spend }rmr.
nine bucks first and come
back to me for rhore:" That:
was mean but effective never-
theless. Got rid of the brgar"
real fast.

Someone quite earnestly
suggested hiring a bodyguar
{Kevin Costne 7} or keeping
Alsatians for commuting pur-
pose in Dhaka. Sounds funny
right?” On a serious note:

what are the concerned ones
dutng about rehabilitating the
{“hlfsﬂ and often the home-
ess ones?

The number of beggars is
rising day by day. Their sor- -
rows are acute no doubt. The .
rest of us are also finding it
hard to deal with the frustra-
tion and animosity of the '
Buvcrt ‘hardened masses.

et; like all the other disad-- /
vantages of life in the capital.;
we are learning to live wilh '
this icular problem too. }

-
T e

Such is life in Dhaka: do
we have a choice?
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