[
L1

o o il o e

Al el o L S T R

e e I

.
L
F

-

A fiiv photo taken July 28, 1993 shows a Somali woman

having her ehild vaccinated against meningitis. The
French humanitarian organisation Medecin Sans

Frontiers (MSF) has launched a major operation to stem a
meningitis epidemic which it said has claimed 1,650 lives
in northern Nigeria. In a statement issued on Thursday,

MSF said that it planned to care for 15,000 sick people in

health centers and vaccinate some 2 million otffers in
— AFP/UNB photo

Nigeria.

Boml:»a;zr blast accused faces trial:
Mohammad Ahmed Mansoor alias Sohal, an accused in the se-
rial blast case who was taken to New Delhi to face trial in the
designated TADA Court there for a brief period early this year,
was yesterday produced before the designated TADA judge.
JN Patel. in Boimnbay. PT1 says from Bombay.
He had been lodged in the Bombay central prison alon

with other accused in the blast case. Mansoor was ch

with recelving four co-accused in Dubai when they were on

their way to Pakistan for arms training in the serial blast
conspiracy.

Le

Botswanaes ambassador. ila J a on Friday

lakes over the rotating presidency of the UN rity Council
from US Ambassador Madeleine Albright, Reuter says from
United Nations. , i W .

The Council presidency rotates monthly ameng its 15
members atcording to the English alphabet. In an unusually
public handover after the Council wvoted to extend Haiti

peacekeepers late on Thursday. Al t handed
gavel which he brandished in Kis right hand. Legwaila the

Al secy gen condemns EU: .
Secretary-general of Amnesty Internatiohal condemned the
European union yesterday for its declared intention not to

:
k

-confruiit Asian countnes over human ts at Bangkok
4 sumie. AFP reporis from Bonn. i .
*In an article published in the . Volkmar Deile
said that statements to this effect by senior leaders — no-
tably European Commission President J Santer —
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concludes colleagues, he was a quict. un-

. ', ANKARA, Mar 1: Turkey's | rema able bureaucrat in the

' rival conservative parties wra- %bnﬂrnd"panmeﬁ}f' To the
pped up a marathon round of l m h ger ﬁu as, police

coalition talks early today. | S2Y. he was the highest rank-

laying the ground for a | NE mole in the .Sri Lankan
meeting between their. leaders gwt‘ pulictp ':a;jr h '

to sel up a right wing alliance ’ » NE

. that would deny IElﬂmiHl!i directed 1 rebel terrorist
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Latvia for not exposi tEdKG:_B
-Latvica lawinahers on Thursday deci iﬁjunsl

-:;fTalks on Turkey's |

in the day.

were an admission of Bankruptcy. He called in particular on

the Gainait govermment to speak out on the growing number
of cxccutions il wost countries of the Assoclation ol
Southe i<t Asian Nations (ASEAN).

ents:
_ ing the
matnes tound in KGB  agent liles. saying this was nol neces-

sarily prool ol collaboration with the Soviet Secret police,
new s repoi s said. AP says from Riga, Latvia.

defuses 335,237 . bombs: i i

on Thursday it had defused hundreds of thousands of bombs,
mines and missiles the US led coalition forces dropped over

Iraq during their 1991 campaign to eject Iragl troops from
Kuwait, Reuter from Baghdad. ] * e

‘Since the beginning of the US Zionist (Iraq's name for -

Israel) military agiression, Irag's civil defence tyams defused
335,237 nnneu.m%:umba and missiles dropped ‘against Iraqi
residential r'unnern. villages and farms all gver the country”.
the official Iraqi news agency INA sald. ; '

Blast hurts 2 Lankan soldiers: ;.

grenade exploded inside an army ambulance ‘in the Sri
Lankan capital Colombo Thursday. wounding two soldiers.
police in Colombo said. AFP reports from Colombo.

The explosion. believed to be an accident. occurred at

Colombo's slave island area where the military headquarters

and the army hospital are located, a police spokesman said.
The blast came amid a city wide alert for attacks by the
separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) which has
been accused of the suicide bombing of the Central Bank las
month, killing 90 and wounding 1, : -

Anti-US protest In S Korea : anius

protests erupted In Seoul and in Kamalu yesterday over proof
that the United States had condoned the use of troops to put
down a 1980 civilian uprising in Kwanju that left 200 dead,
AFP reports fromm Seoul. 5"

. In Mwanju riot police fired volleys of teargas shells to quell

- a march by 500 angry. slogan-souting students on the
. American center. Yonhap news agency said. Souting
~upologise” and."US masterminds ol Kwanju massacre,” the
stndents fought the police wilh iron bars and rocks for two

"Us

hours betore being driven back. Yonhop said?

coalition govt

power, reports Reuter.
Motherland Party {ANAP)
and True Path Party (DYP)
officials ended 12 hours of
“techmical talks” after 4 am (
0200 GMT), Anatolian News

+a Buddhist mu

truckload of

M the Central' Bank. killing 88

Agency said. ng
ANAP lcader Mesut Yilmaz F pc? > and “(03 1,400 —

and PYP head Tansu Ciller, the | Polce arreste malingam

caretaker prime minister,.

were’ scheduled to meet later | €8l of the civil service.

If the charges

The pair, bitter personal
rivals, nave agreed on the
outlines of a coalition but the
issues of who shouid go first in
a rotating premiership and
how to overcome the IME of an

absolute majority in parliament
remain unso vedl.(
LY

ernment.
-Dharmalin
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gwaila new UNSC president:
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Leaders begin summit amid hope

BANGKOK, Mar 1: Asian and
Eu leaders an un-
precedented summit today,
the first step in buil what
they hope will be a ndly
new economic and strategic
relationship between two re-
fiann with a long. colonial his-

w%olh sides say they have
high h of success at the
unusually informal summit.
with contentious issues such as
Asian labour standards and
human rights abuses and issues
in pldces like East Timer

firmly to the sidelines

m.hm.lrul'q"ﬁ:ﬂ good” atmo-

sphere.

"We are assembled here

Stipa-Archa said as the opened

the summit. =
He stressed the core sum--

mit issue - a new

business

Europe, the world's oidest

economic house and

East Asia. its newest...
"If we can create a model of
c tionn at a level similar

to ‘s, It would about
a new "balance a the
world's three centres eco-

nomic ﬂ:nrl.h he i
Banharn was rxﬂn‘ to
the 18-member Asia-Pacific

Economic Cooperation (APEC)
forum. whose dﬁﬁmnutmmt bl;
removing tra barriers

2020 o iovis of ithe magnets
that drew the 15 European
Union (EU) nations

Bm#*-ll‘ﬂ not

All 10
Ban

mem
Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), Japan, China and
South Korea,. are in APEC. So is

of APEC.
pants in the
ok summit -- the séven

to'

the United States.
Asian leaders who
for the Ban

they want to hen what

/they -see as the weak link in
* the 'North America-Europe-

East Asian economic
regard as crucial to

Asia and Europe have a long
in'fuu.lgthem

way to

rela they

The Bangkok summit is not

expected to produce

results, but, officials say, 1s
aimed at sweepi
per ijons as
meet with only translators
present, an usual wa

ducting business at this high

of the Association of [ eaders of the Asia-Europe symmit pose for a

and

gkok summit say .

away old
t leaders
of con-

Asians see Eu as
an arrogant but increasingly

decrepit r overly fond of
lecturing :tg:'nl on hgw to live.

Many see Asia as
a cheap hop exploiting
labour lr:“lfnnﬂn human
rights to jobs from Eu-
Eu puts only one per

cent of investment in Asia,
the world's fastest: growing
economic . Asia invests
almost nothing in Europe.
Each shows obvious signs of
in the other.

But Europe's intention to
raise contentious issues
like human rights abuses and

strategic ties

Euro-Asia summit to help build
new economic

Asian labour standards fell by
the wayside as the summit ap-
proached.

Sueh issues were thrust, at
Asian insistence, into the side-
lines to ensure the "feel good”
factor - in one senior Asian of-
ficial's words — predominated
in the talks.

But even key bilateral issues

mncdt;: lose their bitter
in relaxed uﬁum:u.lny
m sumumit. “ .

For instance, the
Portuguese Prime Minister
An Gut for human
rights in Lisbon's former colo-
ny of East Timor, now ruled
unapologetically by Jakarta,
had threat to sour the
sttt atmospheore.

AR .-_.l.ﬁ__il:.l'r l". : r
B A

in their Thai silk shirts

before an informal dinner on Thursday. The leaders from 10 Asian and 15 European Nations
begin two days of meetings from Friday.

11 states lose UN
voting rights for
not payi%% dues

UNITED NA S. Mar ] :

Eleven countries out of 39
which have lost their UN

voting rights for failing to pay
their undues for the last |
years have contested the move,
ﬂe_ United H:nm' said Thurs-,
y, reports :
On Wednesday, UN
| man Foa said
30 states were so far in
Err:m that.lundtet:'&thb UN -
harter they lost r voting
rights in the General Assembly.
The Charter stipulates that
a member "“in arrears in the
mzﬂ:ent of its financial con-
tions to the tion
shall have no vote in the
General Assembly if the
amount of its arrears equals or
exceeds the amount of the
contributions due from it for
the two full years.”
allows states to -
retain their vote however if
they can shew that their failure
to pay is due to conditions
beyoud their control. \

Leaders qf Cong (I

\ compared to
King Midas

Indian poliucian has
leaders of the ruling oo i
1)) Parﬁr —_— by several
;:nrrug nnmnlllll:i-luthe
egendary King as sayin
anything they touched turns tg
gold for their own
ports AFP.
*The go

profit, re-
t has a Mi-

. das touch.” opposition MP

Syed Shanbabuddin told par-
liament her late Th dur-
ing an acrimonious de over
the country's worst “bribery
scandal. which allegedly in-
volves 115 top public §

- "Whatever they touched. .
they turned to gold. They
touched sugar and out came
gold, they touched defence

‘equipment and it turned to
" gold. | dare not say what hap-

pened when they touched
telecom equipment,” he said.
e 110-year-old Congress,
India's oldest political party,
has been plagued by a series of
corruption scandals since the
n aneiea ff b
An allege 0
Swedish ai’l‘%‘ls 'mf:gfncture%
Bofors for a howitzer gun deal
leed 1o the fall of slain Prime

Minister Rajiv Gandhi's gov-

vrinnent is ‘BBH.‘

Intellig

COLOMBO. Mar 1: To his

"which the Tiger su

strikes in the capital from .
dirs 5-a-month rented room in  come to lodge
On February 9 — ﬁinr: da
after a suicide bomber dmvey:
losives into

‘ Dharmalingam, a 30-yéar vet-

nst him
are proved, it would be the
first time officials had discov-
ered a Tamil rebel infiltrating
deep into the Sri Lankan gov-

was Involved with the

'8 airregt was
kept secret for nine days, but
since then Sri Lankan newspa-
pers have touted him as the

most important rebel to fall
into the government's hands. |
* "Many *eyebrows will be
raised at the heights from
ort
comes,” the state-controlled
Daily News wrote in an edito-

‘rial.” "If there is one lesson

from the incident, it is that wes

should report to the authori-

ties any strarﬁfrs who-_have
h us.”

Police have released little
information about Dharma-
lingam's alleged activities. But
the Daily News quoted Bandula
Wickremasirighe. a high-rank-
Ing investigator, as saying that
incriminating documents
found in two suitcases in
Dharmalingam'’s room e he

ers.
Detectives are scramblin

- to see if other senior Tamil of-

ficials also spy for the Tigers
‘who have been fightin i

since
1983 for a homeland

though Tamils say the

Sinhalese majority discrimi-

‘Bosnia govt declares siege
. of Sargjevo over

or the
Tamil minority. More 40,000

people have died in: the war.

SARH?J!:\"D.HH'I:‘IM
siege of Sarajevo was

at an end as Muslim-
Croat pdlice took over a strate-
gll:tgrlnﬂted suburb. de-
serted by most of the Serbs

who controlled it during
Bosnia's 3. and half-year-war,
' reperts - TS T P

|

NEW DELHI. March 1: A top l

ence war he

!

————e

On the eve of the country's

'ﬁ%ﬂ"ﬁ‘ e
e
coliod for pocar Besate 10 o
bulilt on ethnic tolerance.

- Top international civilian of-

cial Carl Bildt said the Serb

t from arcas of the Bosnian
capital due 10 be handed over
t‘fndmmfgml:e goal nfm

the’ a
multi-ethnic state.

i e
ation po teporied - sume
confrontations vit Thussday be-
tween the few Serbs Lo olay v
in the subuib ol Ilijas' aud
Muslims returniug W clala
hoanes from which™ they Lad

"'w-.. '.

Ao

“There have been some In-
cidents where Muslims re-
tumed to find their

being carried awa
and ofcourse ﬂr%] sto

that.," the federation ice
chief in [lijas, Muzafer .
" told Reuters

The Muslim-led Bosnian

Tmnmunl marks March 1,
992, as its date of indepen-

dence. when the results of a
referendum breaking with
Serbiam-led Yugoslavia were
announced

Huhm-'uﬂmform
P agptior
: ence while most
Serbs boycotted the ballot. The
next day, Serb barricades went

" radio broad
MMUEMn
Bill Clinton hououring Besuia's

world knows the terri-

‘thalt your coutry
its hlependence.” il

~ — AFP/UNB photo

. "Despite all of that,

Bosnia- remained
faithiul m multi-eth-
nic society. mplemen

the Dtrtgn- eement tha

ideal may become a reality for
all in Bosnda.” :

. head of reconstruction
efforts aimed at

ungm II:EE
by the Dayton agree-
ment. Its future will be de-
cided international arbitra-
tion a Yo, 7
Brecko Maor Miedrag Pajic
told Bildi ihe arbitrator's rul-
ing would -affect ceasefire
lines. But Bildt said town —
aud contrel over the
dor — would be al stake.
Once a Muslim-majo ity town.
Brcko was “"ethuaically : clea-
nsed” of Muslinis aixd Croats by
the Serhs in 1992,

of

ot o
i e

+ .'l:. R, o

A young Catalonian holds up a large fan with the portrait of Spanish Prime Minister Felipe

Gonzalez at an election rally campaign in Barcelona on Thursday.

nates against them. many
Tamils work in government
and are fully integrated into
Sri Lankan society.

Many Tamils in Colombo sa
the harassment has tnt:r:ﬂseg ~
recently as police and intelli-
gence services- sweep Tamil
neighbour hoods for llas.
The government says rounding
up and questioning Tamils is

- essential to counter the threat

of terrorism. ,

Sri Lanka's intelligence
agencies have long been re-
garded as a joke. In the days
when domestic olitics
outweighed the Tamil uprising
in national importance, agents
reputedly spent much of their -
time ing the telephones of
opposition politiclans and
journalists.

But the role of counterintel-
ligence grew more important

ter- peace talks broke down
last -April and the Tigers
launched a succession of ter-

- rorist raids in the heart of the

capital.
A Buddhist monk, Shantha

ats up between g

Shobana, was the first to grow
sus us of Dharmalingam.
hobana recognised a
newspaper picture of a Tamil
guerilla who detonated lo-
sives concehled in a handcart
piled high with coconuts in
downtown Colombo last Au-
gust, killing 21 people. The
guerilla had been a frequent
visitor to his temple. where

Dharmalingam lived.
The monk ti ofl police,
but they sho no interest,

Why would Dharmalingam, an
assistant labour commissioner,
be friend of a suicide bomber?

Six months later. a Tiger
suspect told stunned police
during interrogation that
%lé:rnnngn ambﬂwaa the top

in Colombo.

He was the brother-in-law
of the former commander of
Jaffna City, the guerillas' long-
time stronghold, and had been
directing operations in the
capital for 10 years, she said.

Police describe Dharma-
lingam, 56. as a reserved,
"pretty ordinary” bureaucrat

— AFP/UNB photo

who fluent Sinhalese

fire after killing

. e e R e
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YEILA‘IEF[HBURG. Russia: Despite an advertis
promising “striptease” boxing matches between Hol

actresscs,
in the U

blitz
ywood

omoters sold only 20 tickets to' the off beat event

city of Yekaterinburg. r:gorls AP.
“Yekaterinburg residents are probab

ly already fed up with

the massive flow of Western sex movies st ease shows and

other erotic amusements”

with striptease”

into the former
ITAR Tass news agency said Wednesday.
It said organisers of the event

by "former Hollywood

et Union, the

promised “exciting fights

actresses.” Ticket

prices started at 20,000 rubles 4 dollars. which the :
W noted “is quite affordable, even for low income npce?

Unique

unity

BRUSSELS: The European Union is taking unity to new
lengths — 17 centimeters 6 4/5 inches. to Ecg m& That's
the new minimum length condoms must be to earn the EU

- stamp of

approval. reports AP.

‘It it's not long enough. you can endanger the health of the

Larque, of the Eur

n Committee {or

Standardization. said Wednesday after the EU set the new

size standard for condoms sold in 18 E

countries. -

No maximum le was set, she sai ﬁ'nqmm
hcrhnh in . . and. ? ; o
& the Committee's workin up on con-
doms no indication that size requlrfmi':‘rt?tspvnrbd for

safet of con-

doms, used to prevent fertilizati
HIV virus that causes AIDS. T e ol o
"This new European Standard ... sets one of the most
Wty levels in world.” the Standardization Com-
mittee in a statement. To get onto the EU market. con-
doms must be filled with water to - check for holes, and be
_wmmmmw:m strength. '
LONDON :Thewudmlbmzttuchmfm morn-
and tourists who were mnnmmte uffed and puffed
the trotting horses. as they always do, ru for a

couples from America, as they always do
No matter that the morning were filled with head- -
lines of the pending divorce between Prince Charles, heir to
th:thm.mdlﬂﬂwu#ﬂf:.?ﬂ Diana.
“That's their business,” said Brucé Mills, "That doesn't
The British Tourist says oyll'tyj pageantry
i nd
are ceniral to Britain's IIIMIM:HHMMI:M

monarc

is to visitors.” But with the specter of royal
m Britain. and raising questions abput how'

hy can survive, is the tourism trade — a big
of Britain's income — likely to suffer? ~.

f"
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Cuba rejects US bid to

~ tighten sanctions

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 1:
Brushi aside the threat of
t US sanctions for the

rity Council, Cuba's Foreign
Ministr dismissed as
and absurd”

' statement, dated m-

to the

flichts between the United
Stales and Cuba on Monday
and vowed (o support legisla-
tion strengthening the

her‘fu against uba. On
Wednesday, a hard-hitting
sanctions aimed a* Jriving
foreign investors from Cuba
was a by the president
and Congress. The so-called
“Liberty” bill allows Cuban-
Americans to sue foreign com-
panies that use' commercial

gmpcrty confiscated by the

The Cuban statement was
drafted before the sanctions
bill was announced Wednesday.
and did not address it.

The two unarmed Cessnas
were being flown by four
Cuban-Americans when they.
were shot down off Cuba's
coast on Saturday. They be-
longed to Brothers to the Htl.:t
cue, @ Miami-based grou
has i’lﬂcu:d Cuban reﬁbgm
from the waters around Cuba
and dropped leallels over Lhe
country criticizing Fidel Cas-
tro's Communist gevernmend.

Israel rules out talks with

- Hamas over ceasefire

JERUSALEM. Mar |: Israel
on Friday ruled out negotia-
tions with the Islamic Hamas

p which offered the Jew-
state a conditional cease-
25 in
suicide bombings this week,
re s Reuter. 5 |

“There's no room for nego-
tiations with terror cells inside
the area of the Palestinian au-
thority because we then ex-
empt the Palestinian authority
from its main responsibility in
the agreement.” said Israeli
F Minister Ehud Barak.

The important clement in
our agreement with them is
that t have to do the work."
he told Israel radio. :

‘Hamas and its Qassam mili-
tary wing issued a statement
on Thursday offering to halt at-
tacks against Israel civilians in
exchange for a prisoner re-
lease and other conditions.

ﬂmam Brigades announce
Lo the Israeli government an
important proposal to stop the
military activities against the

oVvt, Idinili Tigers

their resources, extending
their comacts .and honing

their skills.
~ On February 14, forewarmed
by an unidenti "neighb-
| m.'mh-tllnd
hunted down and
dtltrtyadmb; .hLlht ian-
wm ip e

the northeastern coast.
The ment also had

advanced waming
that the Tigers were planning

il T Bt ke

details, the mﬂuﬁfﬂhﬂ to
prevent the January 1 suicide
attack on the Central bank, the

most devastating strike of the

War.
The arrest of two Tigers

‘who escaped death on that

mission may yield another in-
telligence bonanza. Rarely have
commandos of the Black r
unit. trained in suicide attacks,
been captured. When threat-

ened with capture. most con-
sume cyani les Lhat
they wear around necks

presided over by

dent .
who is also the

to withdraw i
the coordination commitiee of
the Assami
Commiitee {I) and h
the demands would be solved
in the interest of

prosperity of the perople of the
slale

civiian Jews under the follow-
ing conditions:

"Stop the organised Israeli
terrorism against Hamas and
the Qassam Brigades, hall any
aggression nst Palestinian

lians in the occupied lands -
and release all Hamas move-
ment prisoners from Israeli
jails.”

The statement was signed
by "Qassam Brigades. Hamas
movement in Palestine,” and
gave [srael until March B to re-
spond. '

Hamas, which opposes lIs-
rael-PLO peace deals. has is-
sued similar proposals in the
past but Palestinian sources
said this was the first time that
both the political wing of the

oup and its military branch

ad made a joint offer.

Earlier report says. Hamas
has offered Israel a conditional
ceasefire, drawing an initial
cautious response to what the
militant Islamic group called a
"golden opportunitv” to end a
cycle of bloodshed.

“'Moveméent for
~ separate
Bodoland seon’

GUWAHATI., Mar 1: The
Bodoland Peoples Party will
soon launch a mass movement
for a te "Bodoland™ state
for alleged non-implementa-
tion of the Bodoland accord
and non inclusion of the 10
km area of international
boundary within the Bodoland
%tmmmms Council. reports

The decision was taken
here Thursday a! the meeting
of the central working com-
mittee of the party which was

the Presi-
Prema Singh Brahma,
chief.
also decided
membership of

The meetin

radesh Congress
that

and



