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Supply of urea exceeds proj ected

The supply of urea during
the first rlght months of tht
current [fiscal ending in
February 96 has exceeded Lhe
demand projected by the
agriculture ministry and
officials said there .is no
possibility of fertiliser scarcity
in the on-going peak demand
period from January to March,
reports BSS.

The agriculture ministry
had estimated the demand for
the eight months at 13.60.000

tonnes while the actual supply
during the period was
14.56,000 tonnes, a press

release of Bangladesh Chemical
Industries Corporation (BCIC)
said here yesterday.

It said that during the same
eight months last year the
supply of urea was 12.42 000
tonnes.

The agriculture ministry
estimated the demand of urea
at 19 lakh tonnes for the
whole 1995-96 fiscal.

The press release said. in
order to augment the s ggl}'
during the l:urrt:nt IRRI-
season, BCIC has started
supplying urea from 15 buffer
stock godowns located al
remote areas particularly
the northern region of lhe
country in addition to usual
supply from factory gates.

.At present the factories
have combined stock of
1,33.291 tonnes (60,160 in
factory and 73,131 in
buffer stock godowns) as
against 71.950 tonnes at the
end of February '95 indicatin
relatively higher inventory o
62,181 es. Moreover all
the fertilizer factories are now
operating almost at 100 per
cent efficiency. Allout efforts
are being made to maximise
supply of urea from the
fertilizer factories and buffer
stock godowns to ensure
availability of required urea

allover the country through the
network ol 2294 dealers.

The existing buffer stock of
73.131 MT Is lying at the

buffer godowns in Khulna-
8458 ; anj-4000 MT,
Santahar-15.295 ! Boﬁ
5.4724 MT, Rangpur-3 966 :
Mahendranagar-2.931 MT,
Parbatipur-7,.601 MT.
Rajshahi-4,927 MT,
Thakurgaon-9.240 MT,
Brahmanbaria-5,296, MT,
Takerhat-2,200 MT and
Baghabari-3,783 MT.

As an integral part of the

new system of fertilizer
distribution being followed the
new system of [fertilizer
distribution through 2294
dealers recently selected by
six-member ttee led by
Deputy ommissioners
effective from January 1, 1996
has ensured sustained off-take
af fertilizer from the factories
and availability of this fertilizer
in all tht dlltrlctl in

demand of agri-ministry in 8 months

accurdanct::d with the
agrunnm:ﬁ emand projected

by
;gﬂ urea f:rﬂliz:?faclurlcs
have producéd 14.51.199
tonnes urea during the first
eight months of current
financial year {from July. '95 to
Februa '96) as against
13.91,394 tonnes during the
corres ing period of last
uly. '94 to F ., '95)
ndicating cumparluv:l
higher production of 59,80
tonnes.

Comparatively higher
mdurtlnn and augmented
y through the network of
d: ers all over the count
along with substantia
inventory of fertilizer have
been arranged to ensure
supply at reasonable price all
over the country during the
remaining days of current peak
demand s:riud the press
rﬂrur a

Britain's trade
deficit steady
in December

LONDON, Mar 1: Britain
held a trade monthly deficit
steady in December, official
figures showed vesterday. sur-
prising analysts who had ex-
pected the deficit to increase.
reports AFP.

Britain also achieved its
first trade surplus with the Eu-
ropean Union since August
1993 of 56 million pounds.
after a deficit in November of
118 million pounds.

In December, the trade bal-
ance showed a steady monthly
trade deficit of 557 million

unds (835.5 million dollars)
ut the balance for the whole

of 1995 showed a slight in-
crease in an annual deficit, the
figures from the central statis-
tical office showed.

The balance for the whole
ear showed a deficit of 11.6
illion pounds from 10.8 bil-

Kon pounds in 1994.

e gap between exports
and imports for December of
557 million pounds was
broadly in line with the figure
for November of 574 million
pounds. Analysts had forecast a
deficit of 880 million pounds
for the month.

Boeing to sell
- 16,000 new
planes 1n
next 20 yrs

..-ATTLE, Mar 1: Boeing co
President Phil Condit sai
Wednesday he ts a deci-
sion next month from Chinese
and South Korean officials on a
western partner for a new
small commercial jet. says
Reuter,

"That's the current plan.”
he told reporters at a piper jaf-
fray investment conference.
"We clearly want to be that
partner.”

The decision on a wcstern
partner has been delayed sev-
eral times, and Condit said the
two Asian countries have been
unable to agree on where the
plane will be assembled.

“They are struggling with
it." he told investors at the
conference. "They both want to
do the final assembly."

Condit. who was named this
week as Boeing's next Chief
Executive Officer. also said in
his address that there is "a lot
of room left for growth" in
commercial air-travel. pointing
to company forecasts that
16,000 new airplanes will be
sold worldwide over the next
20 years, with only 25 per
cent going to replace current
aircraft.

He said China remains one
of the company's most promis-
ing markets, but he added that
prospects for continued suc-
cess there remain clouded by
an uncertain political situation.

Greece to resist
Turkey's customs

union accord
with EU

ATHENS, Mar 1: Greece
will resist the full implemen-
tation of Turkey's customs
union agreement with the Eu-
mﬁcan Union "as long as Turk-

aggressiveness persists”,
Prime Minister Custaa Simitls
sald yesterday, reports Reuter.

"It would be f{oolish for
Greece to go along as if noth-

- ing were happening while
Turkey threatens war,” he told
a news conference.

"Greece will not cooperate
in the customs union agree-
ment as long as Turkish ag-
gressiveness persists,” Simitis
said. The two countries came
close to blows in January In a
dispute over some small is-
lands in the eastern Aegean.

“This is what we told our

partners and this is going to be
our Eﬂlicy over the coming

months. The customs union
agreement says that Turk

must have friendly ties wit
EU countries ancf

not following thls

agreement.”
he added. gr

' enues up

Turkey is

MOSCOW, . Mar | : The
Russian Interior Ministry is
completing investigations into
corruption cases involving
state losses tota hundreds
of millions of dollars, a senior
ministry official said Wednesd-
av,reports .
ese cases will stun Rus-
sia.” said General Alexander
Dementev, Head of the Inte-
rior Ministry's Directorate on
Economic Crime, in an inter-
view with Interfax news

Dementev said his direc-
torate aimed to "undermine
the financial might of the
Mafia. which is profiting from
up to 40 cmt uf the coun-
try's t assets, and combat
tnrrupuun which ll sapping

the machinery of state.”

Probe into $ 171.6 m corruptlon
cases in Russia nearing end

abuses of power and illegal for-

The ministry was still work- eign currency transactipns.

ing on cases Involving Yevgen
Bychkov, former head g‘thg
state committee for precious
metnlu and stones
(Komdr ctl the St Peters-
I:m.r% Ma r's office and certain
Itrlcu and banks, De-
mentev said.

Last week Russian Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin sacked By-
chkov, who {8 under criminal
investigation for embezzle-
ment.

A senijor Interior Ministry
official said Saturday that se-

nior officials in Komdn,gne(
had robbed the state of 171.6
million dollars.

Bychkov and two of his col-
leagues. ltuld accused of

Polish Airlines
records $ 2.4 m

| netprofit in 95

WARSAW, Poland, Mar 1:
‘Polish Airlines LOT has recor-
ded a 16 per cent growth in

er traffic and showed a
g 4 on dollars net pmﬂt in

1995, the cumpa.nz
j3‘;‘.:11:,:11:|+1.1n y. reports

Mdmvmrgum confer-
ence, J said that
Poland's carrier showed a
small profit of 6 million zlotys
(2.4 miilion dollars), nearly
three times the 1994 income.

Despite the burden of ]?ag-
menis for its new fleet of 21
Boeings and ATRs - some 100
million dollars last year — LOT
has showed profit for a third
cnréstcutiw year. the chairman
said.

In 1995, LOT sold all of its
remaining Russian-built TU-
154 jets and its gﬂ:&ent fleet,
ac uircd since 1989 through
700 million dollars leasing
deals, is considered the
youngest in Eu

LOT carried 1.8 million
passengers last year, some 16

expanding traffic in eastérn
Europe and on trans-Atlantie
destinations. Litwinski said.

Krzysztof Zimebinski. LOT's
chief sales executive, said
especially flights to New York
and Chicago showed a 20 per
cent increase in number of
passcnﬁ:rs Both cijties are the
sites of Poland's largest expa-
triate communities.

some 270
gers this

0 more passen-
ear, and tutaI rev-
y 23 per cent. Rev-
enue in 1995 was 1.1 billion
zlotys (440 million dollars),
marking a 23 per cent in-
crease over, 1994,

The state-owned company
is slated for privatlsatlun

per cent above 1994, ‘thanks to

The cnmc%m}r hopes to see

In another devel t, a
senior Finance Ministry um:m
told Interfax that the govern-
ment was expected to decide
soon :g; the resignation :ﬂm
dered Deput nance Min-
ulﬂﬁrutoly(idzwu

Finance Minister Vladimir
Panskov has accepted Golo-

;ﬁz’llﬂ}:ut to resign. the of-

Gnlmtrulll:ti the job of
over omdr t and
was m Ruul.lnm

wh::: negotiated a new dia-
mond export agreement with
South African conglomerate De
Beers. Interfax reported.

Taiwan-China trade grows

TAIPEI,

Mar 1|:
their worst political um' in

a decade, trade h:lm Tai-

wan and China 27
cent to a l‘el:utl 1 I:iIIim S
dollar dast

T;nt said njr rcpurt.u

Taiwan came owt with a
u:hfli.ﬂhllﬂoudnﬂnrn
?pucpmtﬁomlm it

Chm Yi-ling. an Economics
Ministry official. said Tai-
wanese who invested in China
have been cautious about in-
creasing their stake, but have
no choice but to ke.tp their
mainland o .

“The hineu military
threats did not have an im-
mediate effect on trade, but we

are monitoring the possible -

impact,” she said in an inter-
view.

" Tensions flared after Tai-
wan President Lee Teng-hui
visited the United States last

Juneé. China accused Lee of

pus for the island's inde-
pendence and res with
.missile tests and war games

that rattled Taiwan's financial
markets.

China claims sovereignty
over Taiwan and refuses to re-

nounce the use of force to re-

cover it.

The Board of Foreign Trade
said .exports to China were u
22 per cent to 17.9 billion dol-
lars and imports from China

were up 66 per cent to 3.1 bil-
lion dollars.

The huge growth worries
Taiwan officials, who fear the
island is becoming over-de-
pendent on trade with its hos-
tile neighbor.

Economists say Taiwan's
economy. already suffering a
slowdown because of the ten-
sions, could weaken further if
its China trade drops sharply
as a result. : P

despite pohhcal standoff

Butﬂlﬁntr-d:mm
h&lwﬂﬂﬂwm:h—
- tal trldela.ltrur a

rmurdhlgh government

h‘:}e trade goes thrﬁuh
mmtlu:(:m::ﬂg
-

ernment in Beljing and
direct links with the mainland.

50m hactares of
-, land brought

under irrigation
in China .

BEWING. Mar 1: Nearly half
of China's existing cultivated
land, or 50 million hectares,
have been brought under effi-
cient irrigation. 'China Daily’
reports yesterday, says Xinhua.

The past five years have
seen an increase of about
,800.000 Ha of irrigated land.
‘the paper quoted a water re-
sources ministry official as say-

ing. During the past five years,
he said, more than 10, DOD Ha
of new farmland with better

t.inn arantees have been
built each year through im-
prnving ur developing irriga-
tion systems.

The increase 'was
larly notable in the first two
years of the eighth five-year

plan (1991-95), when it was
vital for China to end a decade-
long fluctuation on develop-
hent of the high-yield farm-
land that it experienced in the
1980s, the r said.

About 35-40 per cent of the
world's grain was produced by
only 10 per cent of the
irrigated land. In China, nearly
70 per cent of its grain yields

articu-

- come from its irrigated land.

sajd Chinese expert.
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Exchange rate
corridor won't
be extended
in Russia

MOSCOW, Mar 1: Russian
President Boris Yeltsin said
Thursday that a pro?rammt to
control thﬂ value of the rou-
ble. a key element of the gov-
ernment's anti-inflation ef-
forts, would not be extended

June, says AP.

It was a tem rlry mea-
nurc Yeltsin told pecial

on of mmt imd
Islnthne bagr?-n o

An exchange rate corridor
was imposed in July. At the
end of last year the rn-
ment announced that tar-

band. would continue until.

une 30, keeping the rouble
between 455(? and 5150 to
the dollar.

Exporters have strongly
criticised the measure as dam-

aging to their t:u'rnpttitlﬂntu

The Production and export
of the country's jute yarn have
declined during the last six
months due to high price ol
raw jute and increase of pro-
duction cost.

"Jute arn ]:tlyou uction has
decrea about 17 64 per
cent while th: z earning
from this sector has fallen by
22.51 per cent this year com-
pared to the same period of
the previous year.,” Sabbir
Yusul. President of Bangladesh
Jute nners Association said
yeste while addressing the
17th Annual General Meeting
of the association.

Expressing grave concern
at the persis ing litical cri-
nil he urged the political

HYLUNDAI

CARS THAT MAKE SENSE

By Staff Correspondent

leaders to find a solution im-
mediately for the greater in-
terest of the national economy.

[f the crisis continues, the
economy will face disastrous
situation, he said.

He said that the production
cost in the mills under the as-
sociation had shot up at
least 100 to 150 US dollars

per ton. _
The spinni mills have
Efmdut:ed 48;12]1 m:htric tones
ute yarn ring the rrhd
whjﬂc the prnducgtinn' uring
the same period of previous
year was 777 metric tons

indicating 17.65 per cent de-

cline.

earning fell by about
Taka 25.91 crore during the
period compared to the same

| Country's jute yarn export,
production decline

period in the previous year.

The country exported
42,182 metric tonnes of jute
:-,rarn during the period fetch-
ing Taka 115.09 crore. while
the export volume and earning
during the same period in the
previous year was 51,926 met-
ric tonnes earning Taka 14]
crore.

He demanded further de-

valuation of Bangladeshi Taka
and 10 per cent markcting

" Sabbir Tusul urged the poll--

tical parties and lhe ern-
ment to settle the stalemete
immediately and take long
lerm steps to recover the in-
dustries in jute spinning sec-

Apex body of
NGO Forum

eight-member new
E:I:ﬁ:ullvt ttee has been
elected with Dr Fazle Hasan
Abed as its chairperson. says a

press release.

The commitiee was elected
at the annual general mee
of NGO Forum for Drinking
Water Supply and Sanitation
held at ltl central office in the
city on Thursday.

The other memhcrl of the
committee are :

Tahrunnessa Abdullah --
Vice Chairperson. Anish K
Barua — Treasurer., Rasheda K
Chowdhury — Member, Sheik
A Halim — Member. Jowshan
A. Rahman Member.
Mufaweza Khan — Member and
SMA Rashid — Secretary ( Ex-
Officio). ;

The Executive Director of
CARITAS Bangladesh Jeffrey S.
Pereira and Dr. TU Luong
Sanitation Coordinator
(WESS). UNICEF were present
at the meeting

ROk hangout
oftrendiest

SEGUL-.%I On a typical

Eaturdly tfttmnunuwﬁluul s
P‘ district is hang-
out of South Korea's trendiest

%ﬂﬂm reports chtzrh

'it the hh:at
fllhinn accessories. Girls wear-
platform boots

—

pacious channel r in

a colour-coordinated elec-
trnn:lt pager or 7
vcrrone has have a

Che Tom Enmge"mu

ang an

student who hgl had her :
bright blue Motorola fur

a year. "We have to stay in

touch. Some of the kids can't

afford the menthly connection

fee, thcyjuﬂh.nyﬂmpag:rau_

fit in."

&o ung fashion victims
are just the kind of communi-
cations junkies that South
Korean telecommunications
firms are bctt.lng on for a lu-
Il‘:m“.’attl!ﬂ'i:h A bullding from
the World Trade Organisation

open ﬂa
markets to the wurcF

competition is also hrt:wing
within the country for a piece
of the 7.84 trillion won (10.05

billion dollar) a year industry.

In June the government
will hand out 30 licences to
operate

These run the gamut of
Personal Communications

Services (PCS). trunked radio

systems, international and

domestic call services and

wireless data transmission.
"This year is a . impor-

tant one for us because it will

set a path for the future,” said
Jung Tae-Chul. director of
corporate strategy.

in seven different
telecommunication services.

The annual general meeting of N(:U Forum for Drinking Wuter Supply und Sanitation was
held in the city jﬂ‘ﬁ‘l’r‘!‘ﬂﬂ}f

"BOJ's dollar-buying intervention

hings |Japan spends $15b in Feb

to keep yen. low

TOKYO, Mar 1: The Bank of
Japan bought
15.3 billion dollars for yen in

currency market interventions
in February. the amount
on record, hnn%:un said yes-
terdar reports ter.

previous. record for its
mnnu purchases was an es-
14.07 billion dollars in
March 1995. In January, the
central bank's essive in-
terventions, widely seen at
P a revival of a
yen, which would undermine
s for Japan's fragile
:cnnnmic recovery, hankl:rs
said.

’Thc BOJ's (Bank of
Japan's) intervention is not
aimed at uh:u the dollar
higl'u:r to a 8 c level, but

prevent it rum sliding,
caualfi a fgll below 1 ren
wou undermine ects
for the country's e::u?*n?i'np
. said lr:hjm Ikeda, Vice
President at Goldman Sachs
International Bank in Tokyo.

Data released by the cen-
tral bank on Thursday showed
that capital outlays {rom the
government's special foreign
-exchange account to the pri-
vate sector totalled 2.007 tril-
lion: yen (19.2 billion dollars}
in February.

The figure cnmprtscs yen
payments from the govern-
ment's foreign exchange ac-
count to the private sector.

. mainly cormnmercial banks.

The payments are a result
of the BOJ's dollar-buying’ in-
terventions for yen and the
maturtni; of financing bills
greﬂuus y sold to the market

y the finance mlmatr{
A total of 408 bilion yen

an estimated

IC Te-

- central bank.

(3.92 billion dollars) was

to the banking sector to cwcr
% maturity uf the financing
The H‘:ml 1.599 tril-
linn yen (15.3 ion dollars)
lu:n as ting , the
buying in-

tervmthm hmm said.

The figures include the last
two trading days of the previ-
pus month, but not the last two
of this month, as curr

revious month, but not

last two of this month, as cur-

rency settlements are made
two after transactions.
The central bank's recerd
rlngﬁ_ﬂnu owes in part to
om its overseas coun-
t:rplrts bankers said.

‘Bundesbank's
key interest

rates unchanged

TR b G e
'S

left its discount
and Lombard interest rates
unchanged at its regular meet-
ing Thursday, reports AP.

The discount rate rem
at 3.0 per cent and the Lom-
bard rate at 5.0 per cent after
the Central bank Council's
semi-monthly session.

The Bundesbank bank last
adjusted the two key rates on

Dec 14. dropping both by a
half percentage point.

The discount rate is Ger-
manv's cheapest form of bank
refinancing. The Lombard is
the emergency rate for
overnight loans.

L

The intervention amount
cm :pg;rmt dollar pur+

tty ol' Sl ﬂPt:n'e gehnlf of
Ointene conilrrTanics T
apanese centr 'S

‘on February 27.

[In a rare lckt:?wbdg!minl
of such moves, -
nnncenuniltar“l’mw
said on F 23 that mea-

" sures such as intervention and

cooperative action among ma-
quﬂ?cddhrm&nmm
prevent t

Dealers "said the volume of

ol s saase b ity

the BOJ in overseas markets
~was estimated to have reached
well over 6 billion dollars in
those two days.

The. apparent Singaporean
support was the first such ac-
tion carried out under a
unveiled on 20 -
ing the Bank of Japan to ask
its counterparts in Singapure

and Hong to illth in
currency markets on Japan's
behall.

The US currency has been
under downward pressure as
the recent rise in Japanese
money market interest rates is
believed to have triggered dol-
lar sales from US hedge funds.

US hedge funds, which un-
til recently borrowed low cost

en and then invested the

unds in higher yielding in-
struments, including US
stocks and bonds., are widely
believed to have begun (o re-
view their str;tzﬁy.

Japan's fi year end. on
March 31 was also believed to

- have been behind the Bank of

Cultivating the op plant
“is a tedious, ack-grpgﬁi
ocess, but Indta has 10. 4 mi-
llion farmers who gruw the lu-
crative cro

And wll':ilc their counter-
parts in nearby South-East Asia
are constantly being hounded
by authorities, India's laws al-
low opium farmers to grow
poppies for medicinal and sci-
entific use.

The South Asian country is
nuw thc wnrld s largest and
mH' producer of opium.

cial res show it exports
nearly 7 metric tonnes to
the United States and the

United Kingdom alone at 50
US dollars per kg.

To meet the growing de-
mand, the area under-poppy
cultivation has been duugﬁzd
from 13.000 hectares in 1987-
88 to 26,000 hectares in
1994-95.

"Opium gives 50 per c:nt
more profit than.any other
crop and I have had a crop of
five kgs," says anpal a lo-
cal opium grower here,
twirls his lush mustache in ap-

parent satisfaction.

as he

Opium has béen: a tradi-
tional crop in the Mal-
wa plateau of the central
Indian state of Madhya Prad-
esh, in the northern Indian
state of Uttar Pradesh and in
western Ihdian Rajasthan since
the days of the
ﬁ»ernr Akbar's reign in the

6th century.

"Opium
after than the contentrated
gﬁpﬁ)}r straw cultivated in

and Australia. because
the lattcr des
tal intensive, lacks the alka-
loids used in medicines,” says
ﬁnﬂ}ndiaﬂ narcotics bureau of-
c

The alkaloid content of

opium is used in making mor-
phine for pain killers and in
cancer drugs. But its seeds are
used as an aromatic spice in
traditional Indian cooking,.

The poppy seeds are sown
in October or early November
and harvested between March
and April. The crop needs a

~ perfect blend of water, air and

for maximum

field has be

fernperature

The to

\

ughal em-

is more sought

te being capi- -

Neena Bhandari writes from Jhalawar

ploughed eight to nine times
and, before sowing, the soil
has to be enriched by dung.
:IITEE and lcn}t;].c ;;‘d ‘water. (ant:e

e capsule sha pop ruit
isaccre a three edged I?nyif: is

to cut it to extract opium. .

Poppy ‘fields are divided
into three r?ééangular sections
and this proCess, called lanc-
ing, is done three to seven

“times irn each of them. It be-

gins at noon and carries on till
sunset. The next phase carries
on from dawn to 11 a.m.

India's Department of
Narcotics constantly monitors
‘the entire process from issu-
ing licences, m:asurinF the
field, weighing and finally
collecting the opium from' the
cultivators.

. But it has been unable to to-
tally control the pilferage of
stocks for making heroin,
brown sugar and hashish.

While thc §uv:rnmcm pays

nly eight US dollars E
or the crop, the black markrt
value of opium is anything be-
tween 250 US dollars for a k
in Madhya Pradesh ang

- are often

Rajasthan to 1.050 US dollars
Iu ttar Pradesh.

- This makes poppy cultiva-
tors targets for armed attacks
by thieves. In this area of

asthan, the Kanjar group nl'
in ous people who de
on stea fur their llvcllgc

ders of po cultivators for a
small n of their yield.

This -year, three opium
farmers have already been
killed and several others
beaten up in a single village in
this southern district.

Surprisingly, the plant's
narcotic product has not
tempted the cultivators in
Jhalawar to get addicted to
opiates. "It is in fact le in
western Rajasthan 'where the
crop is not grown, who are ad-
dicted," says Hari Ram of
Pepliya village where 40 farm--
ers cultivate the crop.

But in Uttar Pra , espe-
cially in the two districts of
Barabanki and Faizabad, there
are tales of large-scale addic-

tion the labour working
on pupmr elds. The opium is
also sold illegally at exorbitant

lamed for the mur-

-ncH,

India having problems In opium business

,nteqinmcloeaimarketaﬂer

converied into heroin.
Ic::ﬁ" and huhin
requesting

uaouynﬂm nylulmltﬂﬂ
cent of population in

two districts is addicted to ei-
ther hashis or brown sugar.
in close proxi
state capital Lucknow, the
trend u also catching on
among the students there.
The government rarely
gives out new licences for
poppy cultivation. It is mostly

existing licences that are re-
newed so that a tight hold can
be kept on the process. The
area allotted for cultivation is
based on the previous year's
yield. .

The poppy
village form an opium pan-
chayat or self rming cou-
with the persons with

hﬂeﬂ yield being elected the

He i:etpa a dlﬂy record
m grown in the vil-

lm lnd rat:e!ru a 1.5 per

cent commission on the

of the opium of the entire vil-

To curb illicit sales of

too

tenliﬂ cr
to the . ogl

ndmg thnt eight US wt
kg be raised at Ieau .
Meanwhile. the Indian nar-

e s |
ncrea as I!'!ﬂt
jacked u
and addiction.
collection of 1,000 tonnes )ast

{::rﬁ!‘rtm he says.

What he fails to mention is |
the undetected gquantities that
are pilfered nnd SIm
from the state of
northwest into Pakistan and
from Salem in the southern
state of Tamil
routes
n:llung India one of conduits
0
ational narcotics trade.

cultivators in the

plum, has in-*

government
troduced a scheme of incen-
tives that increases the prices:
with increased ylelds. But the
cultivators are un

"The government ce is

fr.rr this la in-
says one of
ave been dema-

insists thmat the

pilferage,
n an mnu

only seizures worth 300

out
in the

Nadu via sea
to other countries,

the widespread iIntern-

—IPSMMI

- tium involving

Conitrac

apan's buying. pankers sai
High-speed rail
link work may
start next year

LONDON, Mar 1: A consor-
the Virgin
Group has won a contract to

build a high-speed rall link be-

tween London and the channel
tunm:l the British government
said yesterday. reports AFP.
The announcement fol-
lowed months of tortuous ne-

gotiations.
. Work is now expected to
next year on the 68-mile

Illmhhmetrﬂ line.

The ect. for which the
was to have been
awarded at the end of last year,
will cost 2.7 billion pounds
(four billion dollars} and will
cut half an hour from the
London to Paris or Brussels
journey once it is completed in

Construction of the high-
speed link has been delaved
for a long time bhecause the

British t was reluc:
tant to provide finance and be-
cause ol local tion in the

south -east of England



