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Poribohon, Poricholon

and Bikiron

Tubaishi Rubab Matin explains how
bypassing English may turn out to
be bypassing advancement

UR long dead ancestors
were able 10 gift us
with a past. with a
history, with a culture which is
glorious in so0 many ways,
which we can be proud of.
which we can boast of. We have
martyrs who sacrificed
themselves for the sake of our

mhﬁriuugue.ﬁhwcthcn“-

took the holy oath aof not let-
Aing their spirits go down and
as

curricula except Bengali.

But the shahids dreamt
-about something greater, they
longed for a country which
would be free from any aggres-
sion, a nation brave and smart
enough to spring up before the
whole world. the peoples [ree
in thoughts and language.

Today in our education sys-
tem there are two clear differ-
ent streams. One s the Amer-
ica-oriented English-speaking,
English-talking. English-think-
ing group studying in different
English medium schools, the
others studying in regular
Bengali medium schools and

colleges with the compulsion
-of studying everything in Ben-
gali. In this medium science,
geography. physics. chemistry
and the like are being taught
Hl L]

which is very poor and low in
standard. As a result most of

the students passing out from

these institutions dare not very -

confident about their English.
some are com to have a
shaky English coanversation,
but ‘most of them arc very
weak in English, O «urse,

ote a common inclina-
nowadays among school
and college students. As a
whole, many regard private
tenchers as greedy and sel- -
lish people who Induce sfu-
dents towards their own
institutions for profit only.
The days wheh education cen-
tres. were regarded as a se-
rate entity for profit-ma-
_ king organisations and teach-
ers were ted to teach
evervihing within class-hours
are gone. Or, have they?
- I cannot vouch for teach-
ers of Bengali medium insti-
tutions but for English
medium ones, | can come to,
the conclusion that private
tutors are an of
: adl:‘lzlunn and g o 80.
| y arguments can be pre-
senied both from the slu-
dents' and teachers’ point of
views. It would seem
- that il the students are glven
an opporiunity to broaden
their academic horizon and if
such means are within their
grasp, why should they hesi-
tate to Tab &? Private tutors
ovide just that‘opportunity.
Ee have been repeatedly re-
minded that schools should
provide the necessary educa-
tion Wnd private tuition un-
dermines the need of schools
in a society. A ’ and
shallow statement | As
one writer In this page has
previously pointed out, our
soclety is getting competitive
and a education is fast-
becoming basic just to com-
pete with other individuals:
a];ld if private tutors us
the € over our competi-
tnrs,eﬁmt harm would it ul-
timately come to?

This argument, however,
brings out a very tricky ques-
tion how good are schools?
Why can't we directly go to
private tutors instead of usiz
up time and money to att

P\

agree with the et that
( private coaching has bec-

James Bond
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There is a subject English —
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there are some exceptions bul
exceptions are always so rare.
Finally. ending up college
life and entering into the uni-
versity level is even more mas-
sacre. Because, at these level
mostly for the lack of adequate
books most Students have to
take up English as their edu-
cafion medium, specially in
the science subjects.like mi-
cro-biology. botany, chemistry.
physics. anthropology eic.
Engineering. architecture,
medicine where you don't have

any option, you are compelled

to study in English. Here most

of the students who'studied '

everything in Bengali previ-
ously lace a very horrilving sit-
1Ll f :
Though they have the capa-
bility of doing well they cannot
do so for having difficulty with
English. Because, they become
8o f ar with Bangla terms
that : they don't have the

. faintest idea about its correct
English term. From practical -
- experience,
group of first year students of *
BUET felt totally lost and blank
‘when . they were attending a
lecture on the subject ‘Climate -
and Design’ when the words .

I have seen a

‘conduction’. ‘convection’.
‘radiation’ occurred; only when
the words were tr in
Bengali as ‘'Poribohon’,

breathed a sigh of relief.
This is the genéral condi-

tion for most of the students

here. And those students going

abroad for their education also-

face an embarrassing situation
and find it very difficult to
cope up with- everything in
English. Change in this situa-

tion has becomme an emer-
geney. English has to be np-
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4 noeher example n Wakefield, in the maddie of
Erwland. which se il self as Deing at the crossroads
o three mapw makorways and the s for a huge
rail-freight wrminal serving the Channel vunnel.
Pioneer. a Japanese consumer-electronics firm,
chose Wakefield because of ms infrastructure.

recent survey by To

Caeater Manchester boasts the fastest

port in Europe. with flaghts w0 most places
nd East Asia as well as

seamiessly from planning 10 financing and con-
structiofl, the Northern Development Company
(N e ) has attracsed more than 350 foresgn firms 10
the region. Getting Nissan 1o set up s £850m Euro-
pean car plant near Sunderland and Fujitsu w0

costs in Britain have risen o around $15 an hour,
much the same as in America and Japan and far
more than in South Korea, Taiwan and Hong

Kong. And although British J has
m'w_ in the past desade, it is still only
Amenica's level and th of Japan's.

For firms wanting 10 set up shop inside Fortress Eu-

rope. Spain i beginning 1o lgok.a better bet.
“ Snill, japanese manuf
about Briwan than many *"'

@nis, that, though the economvy had slowed
. few japanese firms had reduced thewr di-
rect investment in Britamn. indeed, many were in
the process of boosting their capital spending in
their Brinsh facihnes. While virrually all the fapa-
ment in Britain had improved significantly in re-
cen| years, British respondents thought it was
ing worse. [n a sense, both were righn.
Japanese manufacturers that have built plants
Britan admnt that the local competition is a

it 15 only a maner of time
G 4 g ek S & e R ey A
10 give a run for i :
AN N 1 o e eyt
e i P s 0 T ks
for its consumer-electronics snd office sutomation
industnies. Wait unti firms control 40-30%
of Britain's ' Then things could

dated. the science’ subjects
like physics. chemistry and
biology must use all English
lerms.

- The world today is a world

of communication. It is becom-

ing smaller and smaller day

day. For our betterrnent, for
our sake we cannot stand iso-
lated anymore. We have to
mingle with the wide world
outside. Inter-net. fax. satellite
telecommunication has made

Tutors for Hire...
. . . And why not, writes

Faruq Hasan, arguing in favour
.« .of private coaching f

schools? The answer lies in
our present attitude regard-
ing schools. Most of us con-
si schools useful only bhe-
cause of the prestige al-
tached to a school noth-
ing else; as another writer
has cleverly pointed out: we
also at schools "for the
7 W
t sc s € us
more than that. Disci ltm:*
practice, conduct, regu
and orderliness are just some
of the few th schools
which private tutors
ail to or are weak at provid-
. We must view work
Evﬂuz tutors merely as an
on of what they teach
us at school and not
uron them as the source
of education. If we so, It
won't be the fault of the
teachers but our own schools
provide lessons on a wide

W
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residential colleges: ITS

of your eollege or

rite and Let Know

re a college student — or a would-be college student

sh mediums, including
OUR PAGE TO WRITE. This paper
invites you to write on subjects concerning "you", "your” soci-

ety and "your” cou ;
! Please don't for t? mention the name (along with ermurll
_ nstitution and the class you're in.
also encouraged to send news (don't be scared if it's a bad one

variety ol subjects aid it's
:mlrrly up tot students to
sitigle: out their weaknesses

and attend ate classes to

consolidate their positions.
Again, may ask: what

the poor st ts are to do

in such a situation? Are they
not being unfgirly blamed for
something which their weal-
thier friends have easy access
to? This concept is entirely a
myth! Any student who can
allord to pay around Taka:
13.000 as yearly charge. Taka
3.000 per month as annual
fee, again, Taka 1,000 as
fee for miscellaneous activiti-
es and thus study in a ti;phl
English mediuin school can
hardly be considered "poor”;
can t Simply put. such
“poor” students not exist
in English medium schools:; -
to almost everyone private
tutors are easily accessible.

cadet and

oure

— trust l:lyann-nur VOICES editor) with photographs (if ible) of
events that are taking place in r institution. We intend to
E_ih!iuh them in our COLLEGE CORRIDOR column. Mail/send
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b average.
ceased 10 look 10 London for their salvation have

it very easy (o take part in any
event at any corner ol the
world. -Everything is shared in
‘every part of the world. every-
thing is becoming interna-
tional. This is the information
age, and the only medium to
interact through people for
home, business or educational
purposes is English. So. it is of
vital importance to acknowl-
edge the international . lan-
guave — English.

Another ludicrous argu-
ment presented by a writer
explaining how students be-
come attracted to the
site sex at such centres. t
lellmmmnﬂvednptnt-
tracted, doesn’'t such “attra-
ctions” start initially at schodl
where we first meet them?
The same writer extends a
solution to ending this regi-
me of private tutors by enco-
uraging students “to
acquire more knowledge”.

A typical class session
consists of around 45 min-
utes in which we are ex-

ted to take notes and try

understand everything the
teacher tells us. Compare this
to the duttudmbym cla-
ssecs con private
tutors where we pget
attention at the subjects
which we are weak at |
solution is to be a piind
which class do you of-
fer the pupil more chance
and opportunity to "seriously
acquire more 5

And what about the teach- -
ers Lhemselves? At college

' level, a teacher cams a

sala about Taka 10,000
do 1 'mfnhlt;dlr ﬂtn'lh:icul:
1o keep a family going. In
end for obvious reasons, pri-
vate tuitions are an im L
source of income for them. If
you are serious about stop-
ping private tuitions, have a
chat with the college princi-
pal about a raise in teacher
salary.

In the end. my arguments
are a pledge to all of you to
not pass ofl privale tuition as
a bane on sociely and a mean
to undermine schools and
colleges. On. 1he contrary. let
s view private tuinon with a
healthy attitude and put
things to proper perspective,
private tuition is simply an
extension ol the most impor-
tant weapon we have — edu- .
calion.
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Shegufta Hasan and Shafquat Rabee went to find out how effective is the
~ education of Eden

the most distinguis-
hed educational insti-
s of our country. Esta-
blished in 1948, the college
still has the reputation of an
ideal institute as it runs a
sound educational ambience.
The college outstrips manys
other ., women's colleges be-
cause its academic output is
quite remarkable. :
~ The number of students
studying at Eden is more than
6. and the college may also
become a Women's University
in the true manner

s0o0mn.
In spite of creating a good
academic hij having a
relati congenial educational

atmosphere, the students of
this college experience some
odds these-days as there
some in-institute disor-
ders over there. The Voices
team visited the college to
have a brief idea of its edu-
cational atmosphere and other
relevant issues and, of course,
to know how really are the
students getting on in this in-
stitution. ol
Most of the students of the
college. admit that the atmo-
sphere of the college campus
is qul‘.}lhlu : mfor their ed-
ucation. Despite the presence
of political parties, the ambi-
ence remains congenial for the
"Politics does not hinder
our much as it is
thought of and rela
among the students and the
teachers is quife amicable,”
said Kona. a student of Islamic

I[it-.a{n;y. S——
Like many ot col .
Eden has the —

presence
ol some maingtream political
arties like BNP. Awami
Eeaﬂue etc. Students informed
that only the, election
time the college a here

1 becomes little chaotic it

remains calm throughout the
year. .
The college authority main-
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ANGLADESH is a small
country of 55,598 square
It is nﬁm cou-
having 12.00,000.00

ople in its concised area.:.In

h%knn city alone LII':m live
1.4 people in eac are
kilometre. In mu.;:i.?. Eere
are lots of schools mﬂx
and few universities from
efe students, the next gene-
ration rulers get education.
But, the jon is: how many
of them get the best edu-
cation? And meanwhile. the
standard of the institutions has
to he taken into consideration.
If we observe the SSC or HSC
results of Dhaka Board and all
over the country. we will have
no mistrust about the terrific
canon of the institutes.

We all know that after food.
cloth and shelier. education is
the most essential basic need
for all of us-its value is invari-
able all the time. Let's take a
look at ltlﬁh:mmt emje:‘unn
systems our
homeland. From a reliable sta-
tistical source. =it is seen that
the kids who start their

ey Ay

reasons. y does such pred-
icaments occur? Because of
the i ance of our parents
and t of the society. some
upper-class idiots think that
t's the value nl; huduﬂl m —
money is° eve ng.
think that their lhouﬁ
be devoted to the ancestral
business and thus make their
lot and will be well-established
in life. This kind of anticipa-
tion from their minds should
be removed.
Anyway how about the stu-
deats who continue study and
towards the end;: what
ype of education they achieve
and what is the system which

DEN College is nﬁe of /

.‘{

Coﬂqu daze: Eden College needs

, conic

and examinations*are regular
held. Students admit theﬁi vr:!yy
‘much but some of them com-
Flalned that often they are
orced té sit for examinations
without having ample time to
lete their courses, as the
National University'fixes the
dates of examinations not co-
nsidering whether their cou-
rse is completed or not. "We
were better under Dhaka

University,” said Paru, a stu-.

dent of Philosophy depart-
ment. :

. Students of this col?e are
happy with the ability of their

teachers. "They

are very

- friendly and efficient:” said a

student., But the students feel
the acute of teachers.

are too ted a number
of people tb teach all the stu-

dents belonging to different

levels,” stated Paru.
In fact, it becomes whole

In Eden College, students
have only a few su at the
Masters and Honours levels
and they think it is quite inad-
equate. Since the college is

. looking forward to a
university, the a tation of
the num of subjects’'should
get priority.

"If we could have mnrc' sub-
ects at these levels, it would
much better.” So was the

; qlf:ininn of Jhumur, 'a student
o

. Geology, likewise many
other stu is.

There are mainly three
halls ' 6f residence on Eden
College campus. But the num-
ber of seats in these hostels
does not at all meet the de-
mand. It was informed that the
students of this college, spe-

‘cially those who come from

other districts outside the cap-
ital, face severe problem to get
seats. It often reqyires strong

that sometimes they are

Mbﬁﬁmmmm

lot tougher for a teacher to
teach students of Masters level
alongside HSC and Honours,
levels well. "A teacher
cannot ¢ himself or her-
self to three levels of education
at a time,” sald Hena, another
student of Philosophy depart-
ment. | '

As a
tions, students need more
teachers to be employed and
thc'\‘r want the authority to
wi:l “m'lﬂsfn:lf:ﬂ from this
co e. "In to improve
- of education of the

the quali
college, the college certainly
needs a perceptable increase

in the number of its teaching
stafl.” said a teacher est-

- ing anonymity. Students also

demand a number of new
classrooms to be mrbt;ctnd
as they are too many to ac-
commodated in the present
number of classrooms.
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js now going on? There are
thousa obstacles and re-
sirictions and students have to
have lessons through the pri-
vate tutors and have to
fully oh others. Even so as to
prepare lessons, an honours’
or a 'masters’ class student
also can't do and rush
the blazeful * eentres .
What Is a ’ centre’'?
A coaching centre means a la-
educational institute
from where pupils get the
lessons easier.-In the UK or
the USA or any.other devel-
oped counlry is no pri-
vate leaching system. Studenits

.

S 5 o
L T

gaby o1

o l '. .
] L ]

]
i i
1 - A
[ ! 1

~ halls.

to this situa-

‘names. They are known as the
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lob to get seats in these

hyln!tudentu also alleged
that sometimes they are ha-
rassed both officially and polit-
lcally when they try to get

" seats,

Another student who didn't
want her name to be men-
tioned informed that at times
the political parties de
students with seats in the halls
but in return they demand the
direct involvement of the stu-
dents in politics. Students
consider this awesome situa-
tion as unfortunate and unac-
ceptable and they want the
government to take initiatives
tg remove their and
“cbﬂmuh more hostels

ﬁy also demand the im-
]‘:!ruvement of hostel facilities.

here is an amazing aspect
that two of the halls have no

the

Natun Hall (New Hall and the
Puratan Hall (Old Hall). Hostel-
dwellers think these names
are disgraceful and they want
the college authority to take
immediate steps

the educational institutes did.
Eden Collgge has a number
students which is more than
six thousand,
transport facilities to its stu-
dents. The enly bus that the
college has is not utilised to

serve the students many of

whom .come from distant
places. Students said that often
it becomes really difficult for
them to attend the classes
timely as they don't have any
college bus. Hence, students
want the authority to intensily
emphasis on removing this
Iung-f:lt uuﬂ:rln%

tudents of Eden College

feel some other lackings which
-are yet to be fulfilled. They do
not have any cultural club on

the campus, and as a conse-
quence of this, their cultural
activity is im

also demand the improvement

of the college canteen and they

want it to serve non-contami-
nated food with cheaper price.
In short, students want the
enhancement of the College
campus as well as its educa-
tional ambience.

Although the College has
experienced some ups and

downs in the recent past, its

academic result has been im-
pressive enough throughout
the vears. Besides education.
its students contributed in our
cultural and political arena
outstandingly.

If their sufferings are eradi-
cated and il the government
adopts effective and Ssincere
measures to fulfil théir de-
mands, it is strongly believed
that the students of this col-
lege will be able to keep
glowing reputation ever-illu-
mihated.

to name
these haills after the names of

renowned persons as most of

t it provides no

ded. Students

its
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No Short-cut to .Leiarning .

Naser Kalam on the education system

there get education in the
school and and to

more and t informa
they familiarise themselves to

the library; the rel-
erence books. nib out the
points and thus obtain

scores. In this zone, one can
be good without plagiarism.
Teachers here contribute
notes and thousands of stu-
dents just copy thiit and that's
mostly acceptable to every-

ucation here means pla-
giarism; nuthlnf.- creativity
stands. Coac
like gambling

re. for our
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haughty gambler teachers, it's
the hot business to earn a lot.
They don't think about the
st ts but only about the way
of their earing. Thus they,
themselves clear the path to
hell for the student. Students
don't know anything about the
texts. Even many of our school
and college students have no

i or English books. They
dont need books, they need
only pompous notes because
the teachers won't give higher
marks if a studenis don't write
that specific note.

Even most of the secondary
and higher-secondary teachers

annoyed with the students
they (students) don't come
‘to their house. Teachers can
Fel lessons easy to understand
or the students in the class-
rooms, but they don't do that.
If they do so their hot business
will no more be alive. At uni-
versities, the student have to
-do the ng for the teach-
ers if they want their viva voice
scores better. For example, the
teachers of Dhaka or City Col-
. in class hqurs they don't
anything for the student

t digest the salaries only.
Private teaching seems to be
their main ssion. ,

In fact, teaching is a noble
profession. But our teachers
make it alloyed. Their job is to
shape-up the students per-
fectly. Teachers' irresponsibil-
ity is proved when.a brilliant
o abroad for higher
qualification. One should re-
member that the education
which cann't make a kid civil
from uncivil, cann't build up a
student as a self-sufficient
man, should not be given any
value. Because. we all know:
“Education is the backbone of a
nation.” If any nation is back-
boneless (illiteratel it is des-
tined to be destroyed.
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