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Mﬂw:lﬂ.ll“
Thank God for Iztema

' As expected, the mmbmed opposition has given
its ultimate . It will start its indefinite

‘non- n' mnt till . the fall of what* it
calls ' cmnmﬂo mmt This is the most di-
rect challenge to the BNP government that the
opposition has given so far. The programme. as
annourced, calls for a total paralysis of the gov-
ernment, and the coming to a halt of all sorts of
administrative and . economic activities. No gov-
emment worth the paper its name is written on,
can accept it. But far more important, no govern-
ment with even an iota of responsibility for its
people, can ignore it. There is no question that

the programme is provoca
tions of last week is any indication of its response,
then the government will also come up with
equally if not more extreme and provocative re-
sponse. Caught between the two sets of extreme
positions the country, its people and the fragile
economy will suffer more and more.

. The question 'is, why has it come to such a
pass? Why is it that the two camps. both profess-
ing to adhere to democrafic norms, have come to a
state where one talks in language of threat and
ultimatum, and the other .in that of political re-
pression? Of the many reasons, the 'most impor-
tant is our ‘winner takes all' mentality, and as such
our incapacity to see the merit of the opponents’
position. If either side accepted, even for a

dom or on the answers to all our problems, then
perhaps we could have found some solution to this
crisis. Not only that each side did not pay the
slightest of. notice to their opponents’' point of
view, they did not also pay any heed to-the numer-
ous suggestions for sblutions that were put forward
by imdependent groups and intellectuals.

;o what do we do now? Thank God for the
Iztema of the Tabliq Jamaat. It has given us the

should this opportunity be lost. We have one week
to talk, negotiate and come to some sort of under-
standing. Channel of communication must be
opened with the oppositian immediately. For that
to occur, repressive measures against the opposi-
_tion leaders must be stopped immediately, and
"those so far detained must be released. We do not
want to see the next seven days wasted in half
. clever maneuvers and insincere tactical moves. We
"want genuine progress in negotiations so that the
opposition's programme does not have to be im-
' lcmcntcd Thc onus lies wlth thc ruling party'
? Thé BTV acér&én was ah unbclicvabfé sight at
Ten on both Wednesday and Thursday night. What
ithe charactérs were reading out- was supposed to
'be news. And the number one national news of
those two days was completely blacked out. Who
| gave the TV ahd the radio the right to do so? The
government itself has no right to 3uch suppression

of information.
The rather fair remrﬂ of thin govamment‘

‘press freedom performance has been more than
reversed and indeed blackened by its irresponsible
abuse of the electronic media. Our nation is
| replete with constant blurring of the . distinction
between the state and the government. So could
this also pass had it not impinged seriously on
one of the.most important rights of modern man —
the fundamental right to information. The cancept
of press freedom arises directly from this. Our
radio-TV have traditionally been a faithful His
Master's Voice. People are used to it and as such to
| discounting on much that it disseminates.
What radio and TV — mainly the latter,
"been doing specially after the coming of the gov-
ernment versus the.rest politics, has surpassed all
past records of partisan bias. The TV has been re-
duced to be a super-agent of disinformation, which
is a thousand times more harmful than mialnfur-
mation.

But worse happened on chneaday and Thurs
day. There was not a word on either the Chit-
tagong or the Narayangonj situation. At a time all
national dailies declared in front
that Chittagong was burning and Nara: j was
a battlefield! The irony of it is that, by keeping
news away from TV and Radio, the government
only decetves itself. People came to know the.
news. only the government. stays in isolation and
| ‘blunders into action it may have otherwise avoided.

" Fire at Mohammadpur

. Once again a shanty town has. been razcd to the -
round, making thousands. of slum ' dwellers

omeless. The recent spate of fires in the city
slums point to the extreme vulnerability of the
city's poor to such accidents. However it also
'shows how little notice the concerned authorities
take of the plight of the poor, and how little, they
seem to learn wheén such incidents occur. For one
thing, it is now known that many of these slums
-are not only the: dwelling placcu of the ‘but
virtual factories or production centres
Atems. That by itself may’ not be the cause of con-
cern. What concerns us is that factories, of highly
-combustible and inflammable items are lo-
cated in these over crowded places. Illegal electric
-connections and open lines and clustered connec-
tions all make for aecidtnts waiting to ha
. _Suspicion has also been am
sible arson for possession of

ment property on which the Mohammadpur slurh
waa locatcd calls for a tho . police inves-
tion, bc time has come for the setting up

a Public nquiry Commission to look into all the

recent fires in the cit
.| ‘Whether or not organi

| any of them.
" | .to how the living tnn itions in such areas can be.
‘brought under some sort of regulation and protec-
tion, We do not suggest the virtual le
all such slums but at least of recognition 'of their

existence and doing something to protect them

slums and look into
crime groups are behind

s

- e —— ¢

——

tive and extreme. If ac-

minute, that it did not hold the monopoly on wis- |

much needed reapl_tc Under no circumstances.

prime gmrern- :

rhaps also suggest ways as-
isation of

- from the types of dangers that we aaw on ‘Ihursday

have -

RMG

guu: who has been back in the

and business
; cannot usé them here. All.

r many.|

vMLABLE reporis  on
the egfonomic events

clearly point to the

A

sordid fact that the econom il

kneeling on account of
litical crisis. '#il.h
severity of the crisis lurking
large in the days to come, the
fragile economy of Bangladesh
seemns destined for a doom.

Take the example of
readymade garments a) —
the 'hero’ of our basket.

A number of RMG units, bein
reportedly unable to fe
forei buyers, have been
forc ttl": fl;:: a :':_Iomblwre it s
learnt that foreign ers, ra-
tignal as they are, started di-
verting their purchase orders
to other countries. especially
to our neighbouring countries.
In a sense, the nei hourtn:
countries are h

fits when our Il
on fire! If more and more units
are forced to lay ofl in future.
needless to mention. employ-
ment, especially of poor
women, would fall and pari

su local import substit
l:m'd'vamtriuu (havin "y o

Iinluw
with RMG) would gc

hurt. Since this uctur ac-

counts for more than hall of
total foreign exchange earn-
ings, the tmpact on REX re-
serves needs no further elabo-
ration. Concerned_, quarters
also foresee that, if this pobiti-

«cal crisis continues to jnove on
as it is now, other le

goodn mi
of the
Only

units.
the glrmt nts? The

the i act, all organ-
ised c:uatorl of the country
have already started to pay
heavy tolls on account of the
current litical impasse.
Business, . Investments —
all have "-'iﬂl.lﬂ“]l’ come {0 a
standstill. At this hour of peak
demand. urea are, al-
legedly. skyrocketing - in
northern part of the country.

f

Tis what amongst us is
fast becoming a normal
conversation. A friend of

|

for the last five years
was talking about the hurdles
that faced him ay of his

working life. Not the nnrr.ul
day to day problems that one
would associate with running a
business but the
mﬂaﬂnql. il with T owe. ot
adesh with t ope
gnléw:'_ ing the business that
s [a
knew that with his in
he could

5 3!"llll' :

pad

come tn
was not alone in his
He was but one of a growing
number of us hu
returning back to

with hopes and rumim nf

op unities. Tnda_v he was
t:lﬂ::;tuuhuwlna!punufﬂe:t

few years he wants to sell
St in Canacta o the UB. Acc
or the US. And

,mmmt heilmrtﬂm:

alone indeed!

Fristration aboit: e hieve.

in Bangladesh is t away
bright young talents that were
actually to come back
and settle here after ed-
ucated in premiere i uteu
of the West. 'mmm-

rls are in smart

umans who after being ex-
chcd to the more advan::ed
houghts, ideas and systems,
‘'were secing ways to replicate
them in the country. But with
each J:aul

and desires are being tested
agalnut-' the gn:lund rea]ltieu

- Hnutu{thcset Ia.mta.lhng

about, have intp business.

They with t mtha
t

eir fan

right maybe Just-in-Time In-
ventory controls. Total Quality

here. But

there are others that can be
used. Human Resource Devel
opment, Productivity En-
hancement Exercises can be
lﬂﬂ:t::fully implemented
here. But when? We have been
clnud from the 13th of Febru-

ary for 15 daysl 15 working -
dayﬂ!t Fﬁhlm now has to Air

t also face the fate -

of

er had left him, He

mlkeltgrw And _

1 ﬂ He

w:re i

.manag:r

ng day their hopes

are too /"

of their hist

e "

The government, mmmgly,chm:mﬁmtatwm!mutemmm mmm'mpo-
wer. Already, nnumberofpohtwalkadanandmtwutnhavebunmﬂdandmy

wmhmﬁclm Mmhmmnghtrmumnchamofmdmwhwhmldﬁrther
lwkmtbemy

Farmers in northern districts
expect a good go with boro
production this season to off-
set the casualty incurred in
last amon production. Prices of
urea, diu;:jl an;mynther inputs
are ue to trans-
;mrtn:uc:glck ' following con-
secutive hartals. in, as it

happened during the time of
the “famous” fertilizer crisis.

this time llnilhc :iucally

wm fertilizer €rs are
up to suck farmers’ hlnod

The nature and depth of the

ng Nlical crisis. re-

y. ced a shilt of the

date lor aid consortinm meet

to be held- il;’ans T‘:us time i1

is going to in July as op-

o a conventional April

meet. The shift has implica-

tions in terms of the formula-

tion of our budget that de-

m- for '?ﬂ cent of its
lopmen ammes, on
atd. Last yur' credit lines
could not, bly. be utilized

pr?crly and In due time. This
ormance might influence

lhl: upcoming decisions relat-
ing to aid commitment.

Hard hit"are also the deo-
mestic resource mobilization
efforts. The major source of
revenue, customs duties, re-
mained (and possibly would
continue to be so during the
la er of the ﬂtcnl ru.rl
sl h on account of
demand for imports. The do-

“mestic economic activities

have been and continue to be
ha not only by political
crisis but also seemingly af-
fected by a deteriorating law
ahd order situation all over the
country.

The macro mnm:mic indi-

Freight the socks shipment to
Germany. A cost that was not

bufit into his pricing (which
has to be very competitive due
to the su pressures f[rom
Sri Lanka, m. Laos etc.)
Well that is if he can actually
get the socks produced in

- midst of all the hartals. And if

he does not meet deadlines.
next time the Germans
China for‘their socks. A
dollars of business lest because
we are now non rating”
with each other! -

Some of us oplumists be-
lieve that the polltl-clm {all of

to ‘soon.

not know the

xnllly of thc product as yet.
ell not to worry | was told.
All 1 needed to do is make the
“partner” in my
ecl and my kits will be
only sold. I could
dictat: the prlce and the quan-
requirements. . This was
the first time | met the man-

ager! Unluckily for my wallet.

-
<

up the lucrative
st
ct it-

the margins | can
ttyA&nd some
man down the
m not the only

ImwnhMMlndnn .

abnutauchutnrlu Some of

acquaintances have done well |

for .themselves just finding
people like my manager

“friend.”

Stu in India, 1 was liv-
. The giant was -
awakening.
boom. the Iliberalisation ,of

" Sir. While wntl:hlng the BBC
telecast on February 2 in the

afternoon, I came across Mr:
- Mahfuz Anam’'s short interview

given

'Mmiuter and described her as °
_inept ete. To me he looked

to Mr R Galpin of the
Mr Anam to be
very critical about’ the Prime

and sounded more like
position leader than an 31 tnr
Since this 'worthless' g
ernment (in his opinion) hu
allowed ' tntal fr:edum of

speech ‘mediamen
are now nbfeuttu make very

good use of it. In this context’

my humble questions are:

1) How can a government
or any government in th:
world functiun properly nlr
demonstrate its
is threatened by the jealuu:
opposition with agitation and
ouster just after its inaugura-
tion?

-2) If unabated arson and

'vandalism are encouraged in -

the 'streets in the namie of
demmocratic rights for renlhing
dcmand:? :

3) i peace-loving voters are
threatened with dire conse-
quences for participating in
polls?.

Answers to all the above
questions will definitely be

-

e _-_-‘ """llh"!!.

allowed

-~ made a hay

e

As an humble voter. | have
witnessed the nasty
scenario of this
country
independenc: I have seen the
1 A of BAKSAL., usherin
n u

anfnduh an
Moron Eangln esh.’ capitula-
tion of 'Nuton Bangladesh'.
Like unity in diversity those

wretched

. were autocratic governments

and they never allowed full

freedom of gpeech and the

press. But the present demo-
cratically elected government
at ih full. As a result
the pri
those which are vernacular,

day of this oppor-

tunity. - indulgnd in sen-
sational journalism. Magnified
the failures of the government
and always tried to muffle its
achievements. The tirade un-

* leasled by the journalists and

the self-seeking politicians
against the government during
its tenure was more than

to confuse the poorly

- educated voters. The pseudo

intellectuals and the pnlltl--
cians, perched on the ivor

- tower of metropolitan socia

comfort and opportunity, have
now pushed the country to the
brink of disaster. .

Now, a st all hopes, let
us hope that we will be ahlc to
resolve our differences throu-
511 dialogue as it is done in all

emocratic societies;

Tasnima S Chowdhury
East islampur, Sylhet

a remarkable time

e oonsumer -

political -
after it achieved its

nt media,” particularly ..

_but“wtrcgo

| matter that

‘kinds of interests bEt 70

cators. after few rs. of dis-
play of good shots, have started
to pinch back on the economy.
The import surge of the most
recent perfod could hardly re
sult in an bust on ac-
count of the political mess-
The inflationary spiral is being
fuelled by supply interruptions.
FOREX reserve now consti-
tutes only four months' equiva-
lent of imports. Economists
consider this amount of re-
serve as dangerous!

hopes. The election, alleged]

turned out to be one o lht
"farcical” "unfair® and
"uurtprcscntatwf" in the
history of this part of the
world., - The adjectives so
adorned are not merely the
blind blinks nl the couven:
tional opposilion actlivists.
More than that. this conclu-
sion follows from valuable in-
sights and judgements of for-
eign and domestic .news me-
dia. election monitoring agen«

The people of this country.
however, expected that the
election of 15th February 1996
(despite its most unrepresen-
tative character] might help to
ease the political tension and
thus ensure 4 normal political
situation. The ho were
rekindled further following,
romlﬁr the urances from
he PM and the EC that the
election would b-c fair and neu-
tral at any cost and also that
the election was just to main-
tain constitutional continuity.
Al least the situation of fair-

ness and neéutrality, as opined
hv many, could provide some
npa::r for a dialogue with the
sition: Unfortunately,. the
hyped in return for the

cies etc. — the
made to rel
coverages of events in Bangla-
desh. The undergruund"
election manufm:turl and
election “"manipulating”
activities of the EC till today,
also adds truth to the
phenomenon. The gove
and-the EC, thus. allegedly.
miu-rablr failed to seize the

ortunity of the 15th

ruary and thus help tune a
dlalug‘ue to end in an im ;
In the jargon of the game of
cricket. the ruling party
drupped the most valuable
catch that may cost them the
maltch,

Unfortunately., the
would not end e. Wit

agencies were
y on for fair

ains
the

LLand of Dreams

by Nazim Farhan Chowdhury

thelr economy was settjn A
They were dreaming visions
which would make them the
economic powerhouse thaj
they knew they deserved In
those time | debated with the
best student minds in the best
institutes of that couhtry that
Bangladesh was not Mr Kis-
senger's basket any lonfer.
Why, our macro economic
indicators were.the best in the
region! We had overcome a
dictatorial regime to taste the
flavours of . Multina-
tional companies werc doing
studies after studies on feasi-
hility of Bangladesh as a manu-
facturing base. We were going
there. Yes, we had a slow start
there.
Today the Indians seem to
-have been correct. They had
told me that we could nnt hold

~ selves progress. To us t

on Lo our success very lonfd
Hnn%adelhln themsefves wou
ull Bangladesh down. And you
now | seem to. believe them
now. We are not letting our-
love
for power seems (o be more
important then the love for the
coutit
Well [ can hear you think,
“If these kids are so concerried
aboul Bangladesh why are they
leaving at the first sign of trou-
ble?” Well this has many an an-
?i“r Firstly %cu are not the
rst signs. e wri as
been (quite literall ]' ‘E?I 'lt‘hf:
_walls for years now. It does not
show any signs of getting bet-
ter. But more significant is that
we dos not see our elders
u;_lli us or even hinting to us
o
busy with their pseudo intel-

rmunent -

tter future., They are.

Ensl cumulative economic
ardships., we seem te await
more ins in the days to
come. ruling party should
earnestly realize that the
strength of the years the
ruled Bangladesh till 15t
F:hruanr originated from peo-
€¢s mandate — a mandate
rom the most widely ac-
claimed and neutrally pro-
claimed election in
* Bangladesh. Now its existence
app:a:s ustified by itself alone

else. In this
fra.gﬂe situation. the nation
hoped a clarion call (by TV and
Radio) from the ruling elite
wherein the empirically tested
concept of a caretaker gov-
ernment would be echoed and
inunediate steps would follow
the suit.
pr#n!n the hopes seem to
uce hypes. The govern-
. chose a con-
frmtationﬂ rotite to ensure its
‘peaceful existence' in power.
Already. a number of political
leaders and activists have been
arrested and many more are
reported to be in the list.
These activities might result in
a chain of reactions which
could further sicken the econ-

Chi
‘ointer o, this effect.

After all, after what had bap-
pened on the 15th February.
when the country's i out-
side is dashed to the ground
(it a from major donors
inclu ing the US State De-
partment’'s statements on the,
election and from th: con-
cerns ex by the US on
political .lrl;:;-lu] the govern-
ment's acltions might breed
more adverse reactions. T'he

lectual battles about democ-
racy. Bill Clinton said, it the
best. “It's the Economy.

stupid!” Our so called leaders
need to realise this. The future

adesh 1s. net only the

ru oration of democracy in
the Jatiya ‘Sangsagd but the
rutnrnunn of the foreign in-
vestors Belief in us. Its now a
question about gearing our-
selves for the one point de-
mand that all Bangladeshis
should have, "Let us work to-
ther to improve  our stan-
ards of
We do not need Dhaka Uni-
verltty studerits ma nring in
battles. and brickbatting.
We need them to start huliding
umru;‘.;rl They
to st Flll and San-
skrit, they need to learn to
speak h. We need more
technically tralnﬂd people in
the labour force. We need our
industries to h-t open thirty

OPINION

The Internet : Is Bangladesh Ready

KMMHGM

Thc Dally Star has been

luggin uters {no pun
lntend ) i nr quite some
gmcém;* t{;f lata as is evi-
enc e entire page you
devote tny the ne oup 3t"rha,l
is so anomalous named
Soc.Culture. Bang]agcah you
have started promoting the In-

. ternet. 1 am a reader of your

per who is not as impressed
the marvels of the Internet

as you are. While 1 agree that
E-mail is a great and tremen-
dously fdst way to send letters
but 1 am not as’excited by the
iscm:t as the paper seenis to
Have you ever noticed how
much triviality,
there nrl: in the news-

on the Internet? Near

of the alphabetically

newsgroup list is the -
that begins with
' m'ntlc which is n eu

section

e T

ich has eleven

; thuuund varieties of thee

and filve thousand' of co

beef. could there be so many ' SC

varjeties of  pornography.
.are n for all

cent of them are nothing but
-gossip and a. The reprints
of portions of SCB that you
have run a number of times,
and which you haye announced
will become features in
the Star. demongtrate what |
mean clearly. at is there of
interest in these reprints that
one does not hear in the local

tea-stalls? Yes, the participants

t of these discussions may be

thousands of
at really do.they
talk about? The talk about
those 'perennial and earth-
shattering subjects Khaleda
and Hasina, Jamaat-Shibir and
Ershad, and who did what in
1971, '75, '86 and '90.

Do these subjects become
somehow’ more important
when they come to us through
the cyberspace? Bangladeshis
who stdy in their own country
and do not have the hallowed
status of "immigrant” hear
them every day on the huses,
In restaurants, in offices and
on the roadside where day-
labourers congregate. And the
intellectual level of the discus-
sion is about the same teo, no
the cothputer
terminals where the former
originate are situated in
Princeton, New Jersey or Syd-
ney, Australia or Tokyo. Japan,
And the reason, I suppose, is
that it is the um.-e t of
glr who bother go f B.

angladeshis a,h'rua whn are
justly famous for their scien-
tific and intellectual attain-

lci.rated

ments rarely log on to it. Quite

banality and

emism.
ere but

. the World Wide Web,

‘irée¢, most.
‘have to

" budgets, that the tel

more and more o
~get telephone lines our gov-

apparently, le with opin-
ions. of real f:lﬂ: do not ?‘Eﬂt
the time for “adda” on SCB. If
the chitchat on SCB deserves a
whole in a newspaper.
then so does the conversation’
in Madhu's Canteen on the DU
campus though so far | have
1ot seen a transcript of it in
any publication.

The Internet, lor all its ad-
vamtages, ‘s® at the moment
something of a toy. a fad. in
the West where it wll] soon be
replaced by mulfimedia TV.
Those of us who have heard

about it, who know what it is, ~

are fascinated it slmply be-
cause it is a Western fad,

.Bth:andDuﬂmmd

Nike shoes, that we too tan
enjoy. Here in Bangladesh,

mLhH :ﬂu e
I'IE\"EI"*
find its way into the

homes and its

The Internet, an

especially
is: of

course. much more than juat
SCB. and does hold vast

hilltlu t just think of; the

bl :ﬁthatmﬁltammtﬁlu
of all. thm- is the ex- .

ense.. The Internet Is not
people who use it
pay for it and, in the
of Bangladesh, it is
the cost of ;
to the Net to the
cost of getting a telephone and
paying  its bills. nk, fur-
tl;‘GEEnnu{u of hn:l the tele-
s0. essential to get
ooked up) has been tﬁgﬁ
by all our %overmnmtu an in-
strument of privilege. Succes-
sive Fina.nc: Ministers in al-
most all our govermments have
declared time and again, while
raf phone charges in their
ephone is
something that only rich peo-
ple *have, suggesting thereby
that it is something that un!y
rich people deserue to have.
The " cost of a telephone line,
25000 taka or thereabout, is
equivalent to about two
month's income of even a well-
employed middle-class person.
Instead of seeing to it that
our people

backdro

cos
huog,ad up

ernments have made sure that
it remains in the hands of a
privileged few.

Sinoe even a mere tele-
phone. the basic technol of
which is more than a hundred
years old now, is nd the
megns of the m y of our
rn-o;ule and is indeed n luxu
or many who have it, it is dil-
ficult to imagine Bangladesh
lilling up with c ters is a
short time and Bangladeshis
hanrily | - 1sing the W the

ority of .
, ﬂot alitm -
will never be fu explnlted

computer and its potentialities
do remain un-or under-utilised
in they will only be
the latest in a line of
technology that has passed us
by. Witness, to mention nnl}r a
few, the neglect of two-way r
dio, though it is n:latival
t:h:ap now; of aviation (small

p-:t:glt. M -way radio was
fearsome; it was,

litical Subversion nlthoupgul‘;
Icnpecinliy in the coastal areas
during cyclone season) it could
be a saver of lives ahd expense. "

Even one-way broadcast ra-
din (as well as television) is

pparently so much a matter of
naltonal security that it has
to be strictly controlled. The
Internet (especially SCB) as a
medium of free Bptech and
source of natural, non
Information in B ncmsh ob-
viously has its limitations
since, as [ have already pointed
out, it is merely a cacophony of
individual opinion (often of
crackpot opinion). little of
which s trustworthy and truly
informative.

SCB may be "adda”. hangi
out with the guys, tea-sta
conversation. But, may ask
me to admit. SCB is not the
whole Internet. The Internet
is also the global Information
Superhighway which we may
zoom in on our battered sec-
ond-hand IBMs (like the bat-
tered, second hand Toyotas on
our roads) from entrances
right here in our homes How
ever. it seems to me. the In-

as an information high-
way also has its limitations (or
shall we say "Lane Closed”

mﬁmw And for

mm-ﬁm"“ Most . if
a

information avail-
ahle sav nn the Warld Wile

e

s

no longer -

sive

' braries that exist. for

e
e S T —

Politics and Economy : Drop the Catch, Lose the Match!

policymakers should realize
that even without major pick-

eting. the non-cooperation calli
of the opposition was a major
success. This success appar-

ently came not from opposi-
tion's ingenuity per se but
from the ruling artyl; mis-
takes of the 15th FP

It is. perhaps. poudble for
the government to stay in
power by using force. But
time its political power
not inject any 'power’ in the
country's economic wheels. It-
would be very difficult on the
part of the present r to
carry on with unfinished re-
form agendasor to flpat any
new reform measures. The
representatives character of a.
government is one of the vital

ts that economic agents

e into serious account while
deploying resources. Available
evidences suggest that an in-
credible nment results in -
incredible policies and thus
robs investors of their confi-
dence.

We. therefore. urge upon
the ruling party not to take a
hard line. The 15th Fe
election results do not seem to
empower it to do so. Instead,
the government should apolo- -
gise to the nation for its failure
to present a fair election and
bc their cooperation to fore-

the concept of the opposi-

tlnn For whatever ha in
the socio economic pnilt:l- -
cal fronts in the coming days

in ¢ uence of 15th ebru
ary episode. it is the -
ment alone who held
responsible. We that the
ruling party would not drop

another catch and lose the
litical game miserably. In“the
long run, we all are dead but
politics is not. So let us not be
‘carried away by short run elu-
sive benefits at least in the
arena of politics! This is. per-
haps. the best time to take
lessons from history.

hours a day and not a week!
The sooner everyone believes
this the sooner we will be on
our way te thrashing Cambodia,
Pakistan or Myanmar to the
much needed investments that
we deserve. Otherwise,
"Bottom less” will be an under-
statement.
. And to my friends who T
planning 1o _sample the

that our lcad:ru:n and elders will

give us the opportunities to
shine like the blinding lights

you

of our visions. Otherwise
personally drive all of
the Visa section ut' the

Web, is communica xtad t
the medium of the En

language. We in Bnnﬁlaﬂh

have, over a short of the
last ten rs or so! made sure
that the English age is a

lost art. Even in the universi-
ties and in such professions as
the Law, where one would have
thuught English 1is still
;‘ltﬂdtd. tlt!iu indis sable |
‘langu of international ex- [
chan iul:ﬁ‘iu confined to a few
small corners. (Have you no-
ticed. incidentally, what awk-
ward and fractured English our
overseas brother and sisters
use on SCB? Most of them,
after all, are graduates of our
own and universities
and therefore never learned
the language adequately |

J

 If this ‘I
been cul in
we would have had an hﬁumn
tion highway (or at least a
lane). without the tstahliah-
menk of the Net. in the shape
of the ordinary. humble. lows

tech library. even those du?
negl:ct:d ill-cared-for

m universities.
are at pruent
much the h Hr
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li to surfl the Net
search for information in a

mm that they cannot
At best you are promot-
ing an ‘elitist activity,
popular one : the Internet, for
the foreseeable future, will be
the exclusive preserve of
Bangladesh's

business upper crust.
who have the to pay for
it and its accessories. and
those who have used their
money to learn English, the
langu of the social elite par
excellence (pardon my
French) in our country.

I conclude by saying that |
am not dénigrating or belit-
tling as such either the Net nrl
your paper for idolising it. Ev-
ery new instrument, it a
mousetrap or a computer net-

-work. that benefits large num-

bers of people is an advance in
civilisation and the Internet is
no exception. The faflings of
the newsgroups that | have
pointed out here are not so
much the failings of the Net as
of its users. [ have. however,
also tried to point out that it is
of little use ing an ex-
pensive new tech in a
country that has not developed
the prerequisites for the use of
thiwr rteehnndogy ’




