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PPORTUNITIES are ge-
negally rare and indeed

rarer in political Hfe.
The conscious and intelligent
politicians must make best use
of them. Unfortunately in Bang-
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of Squapdéred Opportunities : What Next?

by Muslehuddin Ahmad

If the political parties cannot trust each other even with the ion, how could t - the
mkhmmmwﬂhthewwuyof;:cm affairs of the ¢\ hey expect the

Advisors to be noeminated by
both ruling and opposition in
equal n S
OR

The Ombudsman (a totall
neutral, non-political and hon-

Siraj and special envoy Murshed Khan and the ladesh politics this did not > . = est pérson] to be
se Ma dari doing in th happen. Both the l'ulll:ﬁ and  cluding myselt joined the ne- lat boxes was at all necessary  factory turn out were unwar- What Next? . F‘Fi 20 appointed
dmtnf E rrthat:{:;auf? ﬁzbl:::m' : hl-ll;' ool he h d[ lg {;lgl:ucl:r ang g I lh? g enliho Imemmmm]1'r old tﬂc i Hfm idltht " Advice is most unwanted hold “li;;“:iﬂ ‘:gt;‘ 10 id*':mﬂ
ort area ostensively : = mmands a cou _ _ ey S Wy was detes :
P y ey _ co ate the hard earne | g g ple u_ to contest. Low turn out could ned to hoid the election ina _ 4 enerally remain un- OR

democracy. Over an n-

obviously be blamed on opposi-

free and fair manner but failed

there to persuade the port workers not to jeop- irrespo . , ST whv onlv sue. The Chief Justice to take
ardise port activity. And they had all the backing | abic remark of & Mleier the  ZL puggestions. But all eflorts  tion's strikes and hartals, But o do so. Even the rul gestion are being put forward  Over, and old clection with
- | The ruls , . no high command report told these are worth : .the help of 10 advisors. This
of police and BDR to thwart peoph in pariiament. . Accusation and ru party decided to ' happen and the ruling party the press that stuffing of the hould Ee
" counter accusations continued go ahead :ﬁ alone with .the 'squandered this bi - P ne Those who have won the 3y taken as the last al-
workers from joining duty. But.this was not what | - g ere s big opportu ballot boxes was done by the  ¢lection may of the view that ternative. The above arrange-
d - of and the tion never retu- ﬂenl election in the name of ' nity to establish its credentials. opposition which the opposi- the h e ment should be for five
happened. Shahjahan Siraj made it a day of film med to the parliament. Thus upholding the constitution. tion rejected as it did not even et nrliam:nmt]maghmgd even o maﬂnmm
shooting with one or two ships in the’back- they failed to disch their t or wrong, this however, u,cmt “P{’,",ﬁ{;“;{; ﬁlﬁ.uﬁ'ﬁﬁ participate in the election. {:n:t:pg?{:%ﬁ ﬂ’ﬁupam‘?“’}’; E;,T 15 avaigc fﬂ?ug poliﬁcatl
ground while éight microbus-full of private solemn iﬂm the ons  ga “u:nlilt; Elmlt:l;h‘;h:uzﬂ: turn this one-party election as The election Commission's Ccompromise and go for fresh  chaos.
armed cadre reduced the port area into a bat- who wvoted them to tﬁg and also to the world that ;fﬂl;ﬁstl;fﬂﬂngﬂiléir dm{na{nd tntfal dependence on the law fnm W:ii:l_ldm tihrr.:l: tuta:x - ilﬂ?; Eﬂi;fnf:hﬁm- Com-
llament. taker men ment. In- enforc encie lecti immediate members
Ilf’ﬁf‘ld. klllirlg a ﬂﬂkshawpunﬂl' w bl;n% Dld p‘rm mul:l‘ pa.rt{ also failed no care- to idr:‘liﬂl:ﬂ;nw?; stead of 48-hour hartal duﬂng dl.lt}' for ﬁnﬂgﬂ If'ld'r.::: :iﬂﬂtlg:: ncgntjlnﬂn takes PIHCE_ be- of the Commission [Et lﬂﬂ:lt —_—
the port return to normalcy as a result ? ‘ to respond positively and the mmZ']r, _ election and open threat to the was misplaced. Indeed. free tWeen the ruling and the op- . mon-political and neu-
The Dafly Star had always condemned, even timely to the demands of the B e ShEGRtaE :3:31;' EL’;]'E Ghidigeiindd ﬂﬂfld and dfnir Eiu;ﬂiﬂn largely de- o P““f’fﬁ: An arnica- E;ﬂhcpf'"“'& m‘]"dt:: judges
- ; opposi upon the country- : settlement. opposition onsidered
ﬂennunce? wﬂrkshnf mné: “‘iﬁ“ﬂ nucl:t:l arson opposl “‘“""“m :“du"“ :“‘.I if"u."““m did not .t;: Pmt::e Minis- men Lo :uppup:} thetr demanid  litical ;:rti::. P he Iaw enforc.  should grab this IPUOINNY a5 nmpn.am égncmpaﬂimum with the
: . -smashing. But en an established A ter, as to the nation of caretaker t b are alse interested in op t.
‘:nd vf::_:cni the ml;lft S t 80- mﬂ:ad it fliladl?u nonstlsay 1'-;, though under certain condi- boycotting the g?;cl{:t;n ?2 mhlf g:%:w CRILnIY he.lp e election — of course free ';% 4. The Election Commis-
government, rganised and highest Eonslative . ol et ﬁ'm"' _gov-  tons. could have re 30 er words, the people of Bang- fair election. The following  Sion's authuﬁg must be aug-
ciopolitical authority in the country with army | [ o0 o 4 of 1 of days before the election and ladesh should have been alfo- The opposition may {:m m%g the outlines: mented to it fully inde-
and police at its ¢ommand takes recourse to the political process by both Aasked the President to hold wed to exercise their judge- the election but it has President should call a  pendent and “dmi""m"ﬂ
b Ity and insanity to make a normal-state | ruling and ‘the opposition D€ election with the help of ~ment and electoral rights. The place Once the results are  meeting of the leaders of both  effective to hold free and faf
mop crue t_‘y’ t § i 10-member neutral advl political parties know well azetfed the election will be mm and oppositiori immedi- elections.
society to behave, past experiences bring back | 4 "m“l'mu“,‘.h, .m"mm“; the  body. This would not have vio.  that the voters in Bangladesh ared A legal. the oppom-.  -ately asd iate a settle- 5. The electronic media
dire warnings. In ‘Dhaka too the same day gun- life and livelthood of the com- lated the constitution as she always make correct decisions. U@n may call upon others not  ment in the lne : must be placed under the
: e thin b and mon people. could still continue as non- That would have established {0 deal with this governmént The six Parliament, what- Election Commission during:-
shots Tre fired frun: 1;1 ::huvlng ullc;v tol The conscious citizens feel M I;rlme Minister un- the opposition's demand In E:: !e are undEHnthig Eeﬂ mdb:he its character in ciactiuns. Ang ind.eedfn the .
. vernmen uses own on article 57 (3) of the - two ts — low t t except d ¢lectronic media should
escorted gover that in terms of international, .. o0 o PrI:'llcl: E calit maﬁﬁzp,“-ﬂzjgﬁgnugf life and the economic activities  the wﬂid may Wlﬂawudmm case be brought under an o

prove normalcy.
These are small things compared to the

prestige. the country suffered

tly due to continued polit-

have called upon the opposi-
tion to nominate 5 neutral

the election and rigging by the
ruling party confirming oppo-

of the people. Indeed, the
poeple’'s sulferings have in-

dependent Broadcasting Au-
thority n:nnsluu‘l_lﬁ of gualified

cal sialemate tside 7 the constitution agreed
enormity of the election farce. But these are | involvement in the negotla, Members to the Advisory sition's demand that fair ¢lec. ~ Creased under “democracy” for  sis (tHis amendment may be Don-parly neutral persons. i
rtheless important as these speak of a move | tions of the intemal tical and in the event of opposi- tiom can not take place under Which they fought and sacri- - reconfirmed by the seventh should not be a part of any:
nevertheless impo _ affairs. The latest statement on  Uon's refusal, which was the ruling party. Unfortunately flced so much. Time has come Parliament when it would be  Ministry of the government.
away from an expected government attempt to this by the US State “re. likely, the President could the opposition did not make t0 rethink about this of elected as | ty of the sixth Finally, for the purpose of
smooth out big and numerous boulders of differ- | flects the correct diplomatic have selected 10 neutral political use of this épportu- Party politics in Bangladesh Parliament remains under creating proper n ety
e i1 2ated by th ti f th position. The State Depart- ‘members from among the citi- nity. The result was a total Where even party nominations  question and cdly there -environment. we, mﬁﬂm{
cnce specially- create y. the rejection o € . zens and held the election. disaster. Again the people play havoc on the electoral was no election at all in 10  the citizens, appeal to the op-

ment statement said "It is upto

were the sufierers.

| seats).

to, shun vio-

hand and the rigging of it by the ruling party. m‘im ngd all Emﬂmml tunltfld the President himself ‘The Election Commission Eec:'I:: tn'm mtz:mdtgln !h::tild r;hl Fgél}l:ﬁfﬁn:;'t;: dimuli:.pun:g mmmtm ﬂd

Rather than reasoning things out the opposition | 12,2015, Bangicsis prob  aac dl nol take any it ata faied g ['werlor Bold”  iniduat bt Where quaill,  Seor the Secion and shouid b g pacy 1 e
: i ns, : : ng elec ou ¢ situa- cation, experience, t and t ti -

has been trying to range the whole of the na Two years was not eno even under the ruling party tion looked alrea adits  integii mcuunt eI and an continue ﬂ;n as 'nnn Special Powers Act for

tion's will behind their political issue — which

to find a solution to the issue
of care-taker

stewardship the election could

control. The Chief Election

the political parties can not

2. The President (from nbw

. mment. The  have been and fair and in- C joner’
by itself is a reason non pareil. What is the gov- | I n omrnissioner's visit to poling trust each other even with the on a non- neutral
ipeople both individually and  deed should have been so to  stations apparently with prior election how could they - be
ernment doing to- match that ? A lying elec-. | collectively tried to help the  ostablteh thete politicsl posi- Information and under the the e, 2 PI.!']’“M:'”“}"VI ﬁh""l Pas it Ty o '”“ chairman ‘!fl

tronic media cannot very plainly match that.
And besides there is the apparently insuperable
constitutional impasse — aggravated by the un-

paralleled polls. The nation never depénded so

much as now on the good sense of the politi-
cians, starting from the PM. |
Khaleda is on the saddle — it behoves her to

otiatiom. Some members of

|CIVIC WATCH. Bangladesh in-

e g esio’s 2

glare of TV camera and also his
reported remark about satis-

the total responsibility of the
aflairs of the country.

| Bangladesh
hold election with the help of President of North South Uni-
10 non political and neutral  versity.

- Peace, Profit and Prayer R

- | ASHINGTON — As the  food to & public cvery bit a8 P> unacematomed _sonal ' the coun ‘ intel-
be the voice of sanity. Wy, it is required that 1996 election ward-looking as it was in the There are three basic rinci l gtndmg S politically :“lfuluﬁ mgg’ mlcc 'lw.-tul to serve US
she be all reason, H.H rectitude and rﬂﬂpﬂnﬂbﬂ' | looms, the US adm- 1992 elections when Clinton fureigll policy dunn the 1 alecﬁon }vear . : . economic_ interests.
ity? She is moving away from all this as she is inistration is guided by a few assalled bis Republican prede- ays Jim Lobe in this Inter Pr Service » the t's But fo policy, as the

: - basic principles in its policy - . cessor. George Bush, for Say8 Jlm In tns ess oervice in the'face - of both administration has learned
also pushing the opposition into evermore na- L Moait h al . ) 1 n .
; _ | abroad: pursue peace an spending too mueh time and analysis. . - blican and Democratic' -cannot run on positives — like . -
tionally destructive actions and programmes. profit, punish any evil-doers moggﬂ;ﬂ hrﬂglupqillﬁv lawmakers' efforts to scuttle ' ‘and ‘profits — alone.
This must 'change Nothing will improve if one who may stand in the way, and initia have to : - initiatives to bring Chile into F:::'arle states” Indud- .
: . | that riothing bad happens be cheap. too. Under Clinton, the lsraeli- an agreement Even more than ace NAFTA and to offer Caribbean Iran, Iraq, - Sudan,
goes on posing that it's all right everywhere. E‘M . Congress has accelerated a 10- at Camp David 17 years ago, profit has eclipsed ally ev- Basin countries NAFTA bene- al as their tu:u:
bondho thak — vou cannot wish a ve rected Washington's forei aid, which next year dips to its and Arab-American voters will aﬁf:}’ interest r Clinton. i back from the furious ton an o to demon-
onaho ey y way very licy since President Bill lowest level in real terms since vote Democratic. primacy of in 1996  trade liberalisation pace of strate its toughness durl
real dangers. : | inton took office three the onset of the Cold War after Similarly, more break- . looks unassailable, althou Clinton's first years. election year : N
- - ;o s 2 ago. But this prayer is likely to WorldiWar IL . . throughs the kind Clinton r the administration hinted late .. But elsewherve, the adminis- : ‘
Troubled ME Peace - figurs highest on the adminte; dkd O current e, ~helped sputein’ Sousing the.| [aslyear that i may draw back  tration eam b expegind 19 V6 . comepie e Beb e i
: ation a in of its - . i atives particularly in oro pursue Lo . |
The saga of hatred and PO e risky commitment of 20.000 Cﬁﬂ“::‘ & oo to "‘{ elo- e the p:lst will Inr; the free-irade area. Some of npport{lrﬂﬂﬂ for. US business these recaleitrants, striking
ish-Arab relationship shows no sign of coming to | US troops to help police the  § e " Nations or providing harm the 'idc“{‘:‘:{th pulite " [NERS (DURRONGs SrUAL maks  notleastin die pewiMukdie: | D0 DGEFERT AN SE0 S8
a0 end. What the leaderships on both sides Have | P4 S "Geplayment mees Mo devlopment abudianc?  Icnly, e rih Amencan L paBgevston policaly G gakpace, wheh oo ol ol i
been painfully building up through their with the kind of disaster- | : concentrated in key cities S Thess: 1th " rAaking activities will help Whose dual-containment
effort is given a rude shock.. time and In which befell Washington's On the tive side, the throughout the industrial ,.¢ < I::icu :ndnmthilfﬂ{m:- bﬁngmmt i - Iran and is
the latest bomb attacks — one in crowded reacek troops in -  strategy s for pursuing Midwest and Northeast. These ol the Norih Aftied Frm The mmum'm certain to be rein in
-Jerusalem and the other outside Ashgelon — by ia, Clinton's hopes for re- peace in key trouble regions are seen as crucial ' T .4, Agre t "E;'r I wt - I:tukm 1999 3 o
spected Islamic radical group Hamas, 26 peo- :mmnimuu{l E’I?l‘-nﬂd o mtftm Wy <fprbential u:ihoﬁe wats  battieprounds:in:the upcoming  pogey ar, NAFTA e - Mmu "’;3“""“ Asia, is not Mkely pcan: ?: lf:? th:mmm n
Sus ' j on - - . ' - ' -
P e opera oys political con dﬂ?{u;:l,_i,_ 5 to nm i pohm‘ significantly this year.  removing three countries

ple were killed and about 1 injured. These

~the mg:port of only abaqut

stituencies have a maﬂ inter-

recent an-

bility with this year's peso
administration
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attacks have apparently been in retaliation of the the US clectorate. o Mﬂ e ““l . that b sthe  nouncement that Washington  mesqoun The : i
kﬂliﬂ? of Yaffl}'a A}f}’ﬂﬁh. a master bomb maker, b?’ pubﬁliilcl‘:g gm:mukhﬁt RE;- istration is t:;::l‘:::ih I":I.IZIn prﬂ; Em$t£E ngl?},n;ar:.t:npag . has clearly lost its enthusiasm ]l.l‘ in new deals in India, In- against whom Democrats are
Israeli security men and the Hebron massacre {"“’”" . about hard for a Syrian-Israeli peace over Cyprus could hardly come for certain aspects of the ac-  donesia, China and elsewhere  ritually accused of being.teo
of 29 Palestinians in a mosque. t, puutgu themselves to treaty. as a surprise. The powerful S . - will be translated by the politi-  soft. :
. | reap major tical rewards if Such an accord, sought by Greek _lobby. traditionally Thus, the recent decision  Cal language of the campaign The sensitivity of Syrian-Is-
Both prime minister Simon Peres and Yasser go i seven US leaders since the Democratic, has been angered = to indefinitely delay the mo- INto the creation of hundreds  raell talks, the denucle-
Arafat gllave condemned the bombings and ac- ” m‘ the.; ;dmhﬂuﬁa- :lgtﬁ? :lrnb-lmﬁh;w?lrl. wuulrﬂ by Cllnttpn‘a extended mcntﬁ wlh:n Eﬂmcm trucks “‘“h‘:’““"dl : :hfgﬂl UI Sllﬂtm :2;;&:“ ;;g“’d “t’}n g
knowledged that these are an attempt to upset on ALEERS, TUDNE P UELY STIpLeie HIE W courtship of Turkey. and this  can Ireely travel on US high- titutionally commi ‘ r with- Havana
the ﬂn"gﬂing peace process. Happ . the Israeli priorities which ﬂ'lﬂ.kt it lﬂﬂci begun by Jimmy Carter ‘i'ﬂth may be moment. - ways showed an acute and E]an‘ haﬁncg !mm ltﬁmuﬁmh omnap
prime minister has expressed his desire to con- == e _ siderable funds and intellectual pub to argue that Clinton
= effort in revamping much of s selling out.

tinue the talks. But still the attacks are sure to,
temporarily upset the implementation of the
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Middle East peace plan. Peres will be particu-
larly. handicapped by these fresh terrorist at-
tacks at a time when he launches his election

campaign. ' .

Evidently, the Hamas has struck in a very cal-

group wants to see
inister becomes un-

culative manner. The radical
that the Israeli prime.

popular with his own people. At the same time it

wants to show that any. understanding reached
between the group' and the PLO s only short-
lived. On both counts the Hamas is ]jkcl; to be-
come quite successful. Peres has already risked
his Iun}mﬁulaﬂty, so did Arafat. Hopefully the
limit of that unpopularity will remain confined
to a small number of their respective peoples.
50 small that it will not pose any immediate
threat to the peace process. However, the more
arduous task concerns convincing people of the
merit of a peaceful settlement of their problem.
They are likely to strike whenever they
opportunity. The péople in that troubl
must come out of this retaliatory saga.

 Behind Textbook Crisis

The crisis of textbooks continues. The Na-
tional Curriculum and Text Book Board (NCTBB)
‘and the publishers are only putting blame on
each other. But no serious attempt yet been
made to bring out the books suon or the avail-
ability of them for the students now in their
second or third month in the new academic
year.

The time

which has already been lost from
the academic year of the young

Jlearners will do

harm beyond measure to their education. The .

NCTTB claims that the last manuscript — filmed
ositives to be precise — was given to the-}:‘v_ub-
ishers on February 16 at the latest. Some of the

manuscripts in such an advanced stage was

given in mid-January. It claims the publishers
agreed to supply the books in the market within

a week. However, the NCTBB has no intention of

admitting its own fault. The academic year did

not begin this week or the past week. ,_

i On the other hand, the publishers are, report-

edly, busy printing note books and they advance
the excuse of non-availabjlity of yers. Such
blame or excuse will not help the students.

Earlier we demanded an enquiry into this.

weirder situation. We reiterate it.. h lack of
Eglannlng and subsequent delay in text-
\books must be severely dealt with. is a seri- -

ious matter and those who have treated it so
lightly cannot be let go without punishment.
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with double space. For reasons of space, short letters)

are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
|Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-

Sir, It seems the
ment is hell-bent to

i:wc:rn-
ow f{r-
after another,
particularly in matter of pro-
motion for the post of Joint
Secretary to the ggnvcmm:nt
since February 1992. '
The first such irregu
occurred in February 199
when hundreds of seniors
were superseded and several
dozens of juniors were pro-

lari

moted to the post of Joint
to the government. -

This was protested and the
former State Minister for
Establishment Nurul Huda
made a confession about the
irregularities in a meeting (at
the Osmani Memorial Hall in
Feb 1992) before a person no
othar than the PM herself, and
assured to review the cases.
But the promised review was
not made which necessitated
approach to the court of law
for justice. '
The High Court, in its
judgement, termed the pro-
motion of Feb 1992 as illegal
iIn late 1994. The
of 1992 were made throu
unconstitutional means. e
deprived officers then thought

. that justice would be done to

‘them the government since
it very often spoke of democ-
racy, - accountability, trans-
and the like.

t regrettably, in this case,
i e 1o th ‘“&‘ﬁi%ﬂ“?
ng justice e of-

‘ficers, probably to safeguard
the interest of the illegally
promoted officers, filed peti-
tion with the Supreme Court.
The decision is yet awaited.
Meanwhile, many senilor offi-

- cers retired without getting

Justice.

Hmer; 1e ﬂrw. morning -
in late lﬂﬂﬁq?ﬂctubeﬂ. some

i amongst the i
were promoted to the men-

romotions .

tioned post leaving the bulk of

wﬂ'&* ones to suffer the

of deprivation and humili-
Thus it may be seen that in-
justice and irregularity was
done for the second time.
Some of the deprived ones

carlier were attive in pursuing -

the court case. But as soon as
they got promotion, the de-
pri group lost strength of
unity and the government ap-

tly gained by resorting to
nﬂgﬁamuus practice of divide and
e.

_The deprivation of many
seniors was not limited to the
extent of promotion made in
Oct 1995, rather it com-
pounded when all on a sudden
18 officers were promoted to
the post of Joint on
Jan 15, 1996 many of whom
were junior to the officers be-
longing to ersiwhile EPSS
cadre of 1969. It may be men-
tioned here that a group of of-
ficers joined the erstwhile
EPSS cadre as section officers
to the then East Pakistan gov-
ernment in Dec 1969 aflter
qualifying the regular examina-
tions conducted by the then
PSC.
Despite the advan men-
tioned aboye, all the 18 offi-
cers belonging to EPCS (ex)

cadre of 1970 and heteroge-
neous cadre etc., weré pro-
Jmnoted, further superseding
the seniors of 1969 batch ig-

- noring the fact that both the

cadres were amalgamated into
one single cadre called BCS
(Admn} cadre in 1992, neces-
sitating a combined seniority
list for all purposes. But for the
third time the seniors were
deprived deliberately allowinfy

their juniors to supersede .

them ]

I have now strong reasons
to believe that the irregulari-
ties committed by the authori-
ties concerned was not only
unchecked or no remedial

measures taken to mitigate the
sufferings of the superseded
officers, rather it was prolifer-
ated, extended by a successor
state minister and thus the last
nail to the coffin box of justice.
Abu Imran

Dhaka

Zakat
Sir, Recently, just before
the Eid. the Imam of Moham-
madpur Quaderia Taiabia Alia
Madrasa Mosque during his
sermon before the Jumma
congregation put forward a
proposal pertaining to zakat
collection and distribution
among the poor. He requested
the government officials and
other intellectuals who were
present in the mosque to

- ventilate his proposal so that

the government authorities
and others may materialise the
same.

According to the proposal,
first, the zakat money be col-
lected area-wise by a commit-
tee formed by the government
or local businessmen. Sec-
ondly, on the basis of the avail-
ability of the zakat fund so col-
lected, a number of deserving
Foc;zdpcrsuna (say 100} be se-
ec and a reasonable capital
be provided to them with nec-
essary logistic support for
starting some small business
or any other income-generat-
ing project.

e group or individual re-
ceiving the zakat money will
not be entitled to get the same
benefit in the following year.
The next rtar another group of
individuals will get the zakat
money. And this process will
continue for converting the
poor into earning members
and self-reliant. The holy
month of Ramadan may be
fixed for distribution of the za-
kat money collected through-
out the year.

The Imam Shaheb while re-
ferring the main philosophy of
the ifistitution of zakat in Islam
said that zakat ts actually

‘meant for alleviating poverty

from the society thereby mak-
ing the poor self-reliant, He
sald many Islamic administra-
tors in the past had followed
such system [as he proposed)
in regulating the zakat fund for
economic¢ emancipation

He placed stress on the

need for state intervention on-
the system of zakat-gi and
distribution; the authority

‘must see whether zakat is

given correctly gnd timel

those upon whom it hivm:’rlzn-l:i.:Er
come farz (compulsory). He
ex the hope that if za-
kat was paid and distributed as
per the code of Islam, there

~ should be no poor people or

beggars in our society.
M Zahidul Haque
Asstt Prof, . Dhaka

Why the ta]ks‘ failed

Sir, I fully support the views

. expressed by Mr O H Kabir in

this column on 2nd February.
He was so correct in saying
that it was now useless to
blame either the government
or the opposition parties for
their failure to reach an
agreement which could have
enabled us to see a fully- c-
ipated general election. -

They should better have left
the issue to the general people
who are the ultimate decision
makers in a democratic soci-
ety. The
in the government and the op-
position parties could try to
persuade the people in favour
of or against participating in
the polls with fair arguments
but they should neither have
forced nor intimidated people
in exercising or not exercising
their right to vote. If the elec-
tion was allowed to be held
peacefully in a free and fair
atmosphere the actual turnout
of voters could bear indication,
to a great extent, of the will of
the people.

But whatever the result of
this election. the provision for
an interim administration
must have to be accommo-
dated in the Constitution by
the Sixth Parliament within a
period of say three to six
months from the date of its in-
augural session and then the
assembly shall have to be dis-
solved for holding a fully par-
ticipated general election. Dur-
ing this whole period all the
parties should maintain a con-
genial atmosphere for hnldinﬁ
the elections Iin a peacefu
manner.
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political crisis in the country. forces did not also bring any
Nor any such endeavour has tangible result for the reasons
been entertained by the gov- already mentioned as their in-
ernment or the opposition. volvement should not have
The controversial February 15 been published. The peace lov-
election is over and the oppo- .ing citizens felt embarrassed
sitton has launched a pew as the law enforcing agencies
movement in the form of non- sought people's cooperation in
cooperation. retrieving the illegal arms.

But imy pointeris: not to Who would dare to collaborate

with the agencies as his per-
elaborate the election or an : pe
movement. | shall focus on thx sonal security might have been

t stake? Army's involvement
illegal arms recovery cam 2 il
initiated by the Electjon in the same mission may be

termed as an outright failure
Commission to ensure free and
fair election. This measure was ;ﬁp&ﬁﬂﬂ:}f the crime-do-
2 much belated action under  one believes that the comb-

ing operations should continue
adopting the election issue asa . - -
pretext. My questions may not tﬂF 8 siHple place B LD AT Eg

: rised armm was left to its pos-
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or routine gesture the admin £ ey g
isiration launch this drive = -i- HEAUINOKINES seem 1o
much earlier to rescue the na- have ended the operation and
tion facing almost an identity €€l content What percentage
crisis? And. above all. why did of arms has been recovered
they have to announce repeat. and how many miscreants have
edly through the media about Pfen hrought to book? It can
the mopping up operation be viewed that the whole oper-

thereby alerting the miscre ation was an evewash When
ants? ; the presence of armed cadres

among the student community
What has the government

: is so0o rampant there was
gained? Couldnt the ‘opera hardly any realistic etfort to

tions take place in an unde nab them Just a week betore
clared, unannounced way that the election handful ot halls of
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thance? According to a news were searched but the out
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border We came across news future moves 113 this respect
paper reportis stating the should bhe carefully planned
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