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College was
miscreants at a villa in
thana of the district
_ today. Police said a group
of two or three miscreants
called Abu Taher, 18. a third-
year student and only son of,
Qudrat Ali Bepari of the vill
Hatpangashia. out of his resi-
dence at about 4 am killed

him. reports UNB.

i
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From Staff Correspondent
SYLHET, Feb 26: A student
of the Hldr: I:nhm College
succumbed injuries ear
today. He breathed his las{
while being rushed to Dhaka
for treatment. Murad Ahmed
Chowdhury (Shipar] 20 sus-
tained serious injuries when

he was attacked by a group of
armed n in Khashdo-
bir area of Sylhet town yester-

m:ﬂemnﬁn They hit him
sharp weapons.

killed in Assam
NEW DELHI, Feb 26: Sepa-
ratist kﬁ}:drmal blew up a jeep
seven policemen in
a rmwte northeastern Indian
state on Monday, a news
agency reporied. The attack
occurred in Kokrajhar district
of Assam state where rebels of
the Bedo tribe are fighting for
a arate state for tribes
ﬁ, United News of India
. reports AP.
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Police firing in Tongi, clashes in Sherpur

3 kalled durmg non-cooperatlon

By Staft Correspondent

One person died in police fir-

in Tongi and two ot were
killed in clashes between Awami
League and BNP activists in Sh-
erpur vesterday, the third day of
the Opposition-called non-coop-
eration mme.

The 5

S town where the (Tpom
tion had earlier called a hartal

for the day protesting arrest of
ition leaders.
ormal life remained paral-
ysed and rail-road communica-
tions virtually snapped for the
t!urd day vesterday as the main-
sition .!:epped up its
ag'ltatmns for cancellation of the
February 15 pells and fresh elec-
tions under a caretaker govern-
ment.

At Tnngl, hours-long clashes -

lice and Opposition
lpegl Baku Saha, a betel-

leafvendﬂrk:lﬂed in police firing

and at least 10 others injured, six

with bullet. Three policemen
were also injured in blast
activists.

The v of Baku Saha was

sent to Dhaka Medical College .

for autopsy when three

of the bullet-hit persons — Billal
Hossain (32), Shaheen Bhuivan
(35) and Abu Taher (28) — were
Baku Saha was the son of one

Nikhil Chandra Shah of Pubail '

under Gazipur Sadar thana.
Awami League leader in Tongi

| claimed that Baku Shah was an
- activist of Jubo League. ,
Clashes in Tongi htgnn

around nine in the morning

when
set on
and three
chines (PO

an empty rail wagon
int-operating ma-
Yt outer signal

of the Tongi Junction and -

damaged engine of another
train.
The fighting continued till 1

pm. Station Master of Tongi sta- id

ﬂmﬂhhmﬂhhtoldthhm
barricaded on rail tracks, de-

nlnem:tnﬂll‘ﬂhl-m
ter ljl' md the day before and

the rest two re-

Mdmmmt
lnkh said -A-hl'l‘.llﬂll“lh ﬂnl

I'l

Ekota Express in the morning

aﬂldl-udtha
the train was brou

Awami

E:un;‘l Junction the wm dt:!
vesterday.

and ralliés till

at Tongi Bazar, and on

both of the outer signal of

Assistant 8 tendent of
Police of Tongi
told this

A:tﬂharpur the clash first
See Page 12 Col 3

istrict administration
yesterday imposed Section 144 in.

activists tried to

pickets who put up

mmnnmﬂﬁt tlrgwmh and Sy)- .
u
M\nr!;uﬂmm |

The qil'.:tnr- rtnpped the |

Soon, .
ibmkta |

lldﬂmm:

! aided by BDR. took

= emdm e bl A e

l'blk:l ’l'-.kint th bl:l:ly of Baku thn hlhd in pohr'e firing at
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3 leaders sent
to dist jails

By Staff Correspondent

Three of the four npp-nrsl
tion leaders jailed under a: 30-
» day detention order were’
transferred yesterday to differ-
ent district jnlls, acmrding to

Becﬁm 553 ?nﬂlalng
retary hlmma asim,
was moved to Noakhali district
ﬂ at around 9 from the
aka Central Jail. the Oppo-
sition sources said.

Jatiya Party Set:n:tuy G:-n
:ra.l Anw Hou:in
Hmﬂ

' Kusiiia §

“ur A"

member Moudud med was

sent to Jessore u-na said.

. Manju, !";dllhnjnnand

were arrested in separate
lice drives late Saturday po;

unider the Special Powers Act
and immediately sent to the

See Page 12 Col 4
‘Fire in FM's
office room

By Staff Correspondent

A [ire broke out in the of-
fice room of the Foreign Minis-
ter early erday morning.

Foreign Ministry sources
said. no document was dam-
aged In' the fire which was
promptly put out by fire 'bri-_

The fire sparked from an
electricity line connected. with
the air conditioner in the
room at around 6.45 am.

The fire brigade rushed
there and put out the fire be-
m the blaze could lpcnd fur-

Gunﬁghts, blasts rock Ctg: 100 hurt

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 26: Al
least 100 people, including
four policemen were injured in
sporadic incidents of gunfight
and bomb blasts that rucknd
the port city today for the
third consecutive day of non-
cooperation programme called

by the Oppositian.
Witnesses and police said a
series of clashes weern

position activists and police
place in
the morning outside the Chit-
lagong port!

Opposition activists report-

| edly opened fire and hurled

cocktails on the police while
police and BDR opened
counter-lire to bring the situa-
tiotl under control

' ‘hlt itien " activists
later left, t area. A tense
situation was prevailing in the
entire port area. witnesses and
port sources said.

Many pedestrians also re-

Stabbed to death

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 26: A
young man was stabbed to
death by some unidentified
miscreants at Enayet
the city this

The victim was identified as
Salahuddin Rubel, 25. He was
killed followi a conflict in
the area accor to the po-
lice sources. De could not
be known.

Bazar in *

injured durin

ceived the
lathicharge by police BDR,
witnesses ed.

A police nalk Akhtaruzza-
man received bullet injuries on
his abdomen during a pitched
battle between the tion
activists and police aided by
BDR outside the port jett
Fakirhat area at around 12
noon today. police and wit-
nesses said.

Akhtaruzzaman was imme-
diately rushed to Chittagong
Medical Hospital where he was
operated upon. He was inside
the.operation room till writing
of this report while his condi-
tion is stated to be critical,
h tal sources said.

€ jeep of AC (traffic) An-

war Kamal came under humb
attack at around 10 am at the
ri area while his. driver
hul Amin sustained injuries.
Another police personnel
Abu Yusuf received bomb in-

juries in Laldighi Maidan area

during a clash with on
activists.They were admitted
into police hospital. Besides,
others were admitted into
hosepital. Medical College
pital and private clinics.
When the gunfights were
continuwi State Minister for
Port and hippingr:hahjahan
Sira) was inside port and
Shipping Corporation ﬁmct
police and port sources
tion activists a
See Pagp 12 col 5
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India-Aussie clash today

mdn
dar night

Bombay's

blitzkrieg at
Wankhede Stadium.

1983 champions India will

take home advantage to

. their one-run defeat to Aus-

tralia in a 1992 World Cup en-
counter at Brisbane.

India have an all-win record
in the currentepisode having

!{ iunﬁucﬂl{amr:by
[ seven wic and mighty West

Indies by five wickets.
huﬂ{alm having forfeited
their match against Sri Lanka
at Colombo appre ter-
rorissn, made mince meat of
win by 97 runs. -

is beginning

Sports Reporter

to look as formidable as their

- spectacular batting line-up.

fielding was meant to

the side’s weakness but

Azharuddin taking
over the coaching seems to
have paid off.

Australia’s balance has been
threatened by the loss of pace

bowler Craig McDermott
through injury but batting
bowling and fielding all func-

tioned well in the team's
More on pages M), 11

opener against Kenya.

India will be hoping for a
major innings from Mo-
hamumed Azharuddin

Shane Warne, after a hi
first game, will be

E to get among the wick-

ets for Australia, particularly -

aﬂtr the success of rivals
Mushtaq Ahmed of Pakistan
and Brian Strang of Zimbabwe.

in the first match of the
day, New Zealand will look for

ﬁ win against UAE at Faisal-

New Z.c;}and hEgnng? r;;v%i;
ca ealti a
11 runs and fullc:rged up with a
big 119-run win against Hol-
land. However, they crushed to
a five-wicket defeat to emerg-
ing favourites South Africa.

ICC qualifiers UAE have not
fared well and succumbed
tamely to South Africa. Eng-
land and Pakistan.

The other match of the day
will be the Kenya-Zimbabwe
fixture which fell through on
Monday due to bad weather at
Patna.

Zimbabwe will be looking
for their first win butdludﬂn[
from Kenyas spirit
the East ﬂcnnn will not be
easy to beat.

Zimbabwe earlier lost to
West Indies and Sri Lanka by
identical margins of six wick-
ets, The Kenyans went down to

india (7 wickets) and Australia. | |

52 shopsgutted
at Mirpur

By Staff Correspondent
‘A fire at a "kutcha” bazar in

Mirpur Sector-6 early hours of
Monday dam at least 200
makeshift stalls of which 52

were mmpl_r:tcl;_ gutted, ac-
cording to ire Service
SOUTces.

The devastating fire broke
out around 1:22 am on Mon-
day. It was t under con-

I trol in about one hour 15 min-

utes by nine units of the Fire
Brigade, which arrived on the
scene from different parts of
the city.

Meanwhile. at least 7 shops
were partially damaged in an-
mﬂrr in lh;_dcltjrn Kathal-

area

Ttie fire at '”Jl‘;‘ru School
Street in the city. started
around 3:00 am on Monday. It
was brought under control
within an ir and a half by
the fire brigade. The extent of
dam could not be known

ately.
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| Opposmon extends

programme upto
2pm Wednesday

By Staff Correspondent

The mainstream Op
yesterday extended -its three-
day. 'non-cooperation’ pro-
grammme upto 2.pm Wednesday
in protest against all
pression on opgbsition politi-
cal workers, arrest of top lead-

ers and killings during the

amme.
e decision was taken by
}Lhe liaison Jcnmmittea of
wami League. Jatiya Pa and
Jamaat-e-Islami. i
The 'non-cooperation’ pro-

pro

gramm: which started at 6 am |

‘Saturday, was earlier sched-
 uled to end yeste

rancellnﬂun of thc ebrua

polls, r tion of the '
govemmhuiﬁ:a and a fresh :1531-

tion under a neutra] caretaker

mmee parties would

aRe Penruary 29, Opgosttion
er February Oppoﬂﬂun
Iendenmkl .
" leaders, however,
added that their new pro-
gramme would take into ac-
count the period between
March 2 and March 6 to allow
the devotees to participate in
the Biswa Ijtema at Tongi. '
A statement .issued by

poultlnn—

éged re- .

~ple.

. Party (B

. tgmuﬁah tions have called upon
E c

'.'-ol'ﬂpmm parties, reports | .

Awami League ‘sald that - it
would provide legal and moral
support to any nmr.:lal who is
penalised for taking part in the
non-cooperation’ programme.
Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina in a statement said that
there was no alternative but to

force the government to resi
in order 'to wrest back the

democratic rights of the pen-'
See Page 12 Col 8

BNP call
o resist
‘anarchy'

The adesh Nationalist
and its front or-

gie to unitndly rcslst
programmes”

| BHF leaders and workers,
who' brought out a procession

in the city and
dﬂtmctiw%%? Op-

positiort. congratulated the

le. officials and employ-
ees, for foiling the Opposition's

———

about pubhc 0pm10n

By Mahfuz Anam

In their attempt to hurt the
yment., opposition par-
ties seem to have.embarked o

n
a recklcsa and self destructive - .

peli hurting the ve
ﬁ nnd the ::uugnu}r whnzz

In total dlmmf

soclal, finan-
w an

sent..

thl.- general lic. opposi
parties hawpel;tt rcliigrlz
day, their 'non-coo rltion
programme’ (which is

another name), for another 3 bg
hours. |

Whenever we put the ques-
tion of hartals to the opposi-
tion parties, they
else can we do‘? This is our
only democratic weapon”.
Partly out of sympathy to this
point of view, general public
do tolerate hartals and strikes
to a reasonable extent. This
newspaper., which spoke out
much more against hartals

reviously, did not do. so lately
use it also felt that

tion | of view had some

merit. - :

reason, sympathy and o

democratic norms have beer
crossed.

This country has been in
virtual halt since 20th of this
month. Slow down m
earlier, as we started pre
ing for the Eid holidays
we went into three dlj"l of
wurk ntoppugt whit:h ~made

c_?neﬁ:lihr

- bility

say at -

'h?vhita total and ln:umpreh

But now all limits of

for one whole week. inclusive
of Friday. 23rd. After seven
days of our nation being totally
cut off from all economic ac-
tivities, for the opposition to
extend it for another 32 hours
is an act that is nst all

cts of our natienal inter- |

" Nét that thie extended
strike will hurt the country. it

~ will also hurt the opposition.

and hurt it bad. There is abso-
lutely no question that the
ruling party lost a lot of credi-
and public support by
ﬂrﬂ. holding the virtual one

party election, and then rig-

'ﬂngltmhnd and blatan

was a ant swin

of public in favour
the position immediately
after the aceful elections.
This public support. the
position now st 8 to lose
2~
le disregard for public
needs and concerns. What the
BNP had lost after the elec-

tions. the opposition is now
handing them back in a plat-
ter. ' _

The” arrest of the political
leaders has added to the dis-

cailgfd tgh:t ough 2 'l?:he
S0- ! t : as
been condemned _ this
newspaper and many It
is our view that this has

not down yery well with

_See Page 12 Col 8

Polls in remaining
centres by Mar 14

The !:I&ctinn Commiission
(EC) has sent instructions to
the returning officers to held
elections by March 14 in all
the centres where lling
¢could not be held on February

15, ncmrthng to EC sources.
Under t

EC directive,
elections to 10 parliamentary
constituencies md ling in
many centres of 74 comn-
stituencies are to be held ac-
cording to the- convenience of

the returning officers of the

mu:liw: areas. the sources.

Electiun ..C_nmmluiuntr

t By Staff Correspondent

alil, while talk-
Star yesterday,

Justice Abdul

to The Dai
said:
10 constituencies and re-
polling in the centres of 74
tnnautuentlﬂ will be held
soon.” The EC is neces-
sary preparation in that re-
gard. he added.

Asked about the delay in
declaring the number of con-
stituencies where the elec-
tions have been he
said, "Declaration is not nec-
essary ... we have made an-
nouncements at the local

See Page 12 col 7

Hawala scandal : Row
disrupts parhament

NEW DELHI, Feb 26: The
Indian parliament adjourned
today over a stringing bribery
ncnndnl as the opposjtion
with a
new :trnit]n&y to oust Prime
Minister Narasimha Rao's
government before general

polls. reports AFP.

Business collapsed in par-
liament after lower house
Speaker Shivraj] Patil ad-
ourned transactions and re-
used to reply te questions
from o pollﬂun MPs on the
bribe scandal which has
ncnl-dg almost all political par-

ties.

The opposition disrupted
proceedings on the r:p
session's opening dly whl:n
Patil said he was

mets opp 'ﬂﬂ" tya
ma on ra rl

[Indlln

ou accepted Advani's res-
Ignutlun, but what about those
corrupt ministers?” shouted

:mnn MPs as Speaker
Plﬂo

1 hurriedly ndjourmd the
545-seat lower house.

The B-JF. meanwhile,
a new front in its bat-
to oust Rao's five-year-old .
vernment al the Prime
inister had uge bribes
to four MPs in 1993

to survive a no-confidence vote

in

m Mahato of the
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
(Jharkhand atien Front)

i ‘said he
n a signed

Rao to
dence vote agal
C I\‘hlch“ll!llll:d-

"Adjourned elections to -

lll.mmm_

: 12 PA(; -

1 Clinton,

-
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Richardson
hopeful of

By Staff Correspondent

US Congressman Bill Ri-
chardson yesterday expressed
the hope that his meetings
with the leaders of the rulin
and opposition parties wuulﬁ
yield positive results by way of .
their entering into a dialngue
without any pre-conditions.

‘I am hopeful that a dia-
Iﬂlgue will take place as a res \lt

my meetlni{ he said last
night in reply to questions
from reporters about the out-
come of his talks with Prime
Minister and BNP Chalrpcrsun
Begum Khaleda Zia and Awami
League President Sheikh

R T RN R, e

{ Hasina.

The US Congressman, who
is a close friend of President
said: "l hope that
leaders from the government
and the opposition parties will
re-dedicate themselves to the

oal of talking to each other
irectly in an open and con-
structive way to search for a
solution that is democratic,
civilian and non-violent."

"It is dialogue. dialogue and
dialogue. not confrontation,”
he reiterated reading out from
a prepared text before replying
brieflly to a few questions from
journalists at the Zia Inter-

- national Airport last night at
" the end of his two day visit to

Bangladesh.
"But it is upto those politi-

See Page 12 Col 4

'Talks with Hasina
very good'

By Staff Correspondent
US Congressman Bill Ri-

chardson yesterday called on

Awami League chiel Sheikh
Hasina "in a bid to pursue the
mainstream Opposition to take
part in a fully coritested polls.”

During the.one and a half
hour-long meeting at Hasina's
Dhanmondi residence. the
Congressman exchanged views

‘with her on many national and

international issues in a cordial
atmosphere. according to the
party press release. [t made no

mment on the jssues dis-

e
el

When asked by the waiting
press, the Congressman. how-
ever, described his meeting
with the AL leaders as "very

ood” but declined to make
urther comment.

Later talking to The Daily
Star, Awami League sources
described the US Congress-
man "a patient listener” who
has 'clear ideas on the political
realities of Bangladesh.' ‘

They said during the dis-
cussion the AL side briefed

~the US law-maker on the po-

sitinn of the party and thre
position in nr:ral The AL

aJsu dcacrthed he Opposition's
views on the latest political si-
tuation in the country. they
said.
- The sources said Richard-
son. who did not carry an
specific formmula or proposal,
thought that it would be in the
interest of democracy in
Bangladesh to resolve the po-
litical crisis through dialogue
between both the sides.

The AL leaders made it

See Page 12 Col 4
20 more hurt as
N'ganj Jubo Dal
continues clash

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Feb 25: At
least 20 more persons were
injured in gun battle between
iwo groups 'of the local Jatiy-
atabadi Jobadal in Talla area of
the town today.

It was the second gunfight
in two days.

Of the injured 6 received
bullet shots and two of them
were referred to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital in
critical condition. They are
Zahid Hossen. 22, and a
hawker. The other injured in-
clude Raju, 20, Abdus Samad.
60, Shahidullah, 25, and Em-
ran, 20

More than a hundred shots
were exchanged and about 400
cocktails ex loded during the
clash which continu for
about an hour and a half in the
morming.

Scc Page 12 Col 2

Hartal observed '

in Pirojpur
PIROJPUR, Feb 26. A half-
day hartal. called by the main-
stream
ob f B:g the town today.
re “
o , Jatiya Party

Awami
and Jamaat-e- [slami enfnrced

the hartal in protest of the ar-
rest of four central opposition
leaders.

Witnesses said the opposi-
tion activists ransacked the
district BNP ‘office in. the town
during the hartal hours. Police
later arrested three JP ac-

e

tivists in this connection.

Meanwhile, the first day of
JP en "the hartal in

t of the arrest of its cen-
l leaders Anwar Hossain
Monju and Moudud Ahmed.

ition parties, was



