US Congressman Bill Richardson being received h? [hrector
General of the Foreign Ministry M Ashraf-ud-Dowlah and
US Ambassador David N Mernll at Zia International

Airport yesterday.

— PID photo

Trade bodies' leaders on

polls.

People's rights ignored,
economy at stake

Star Report

The February 15 amen- te bovcott of the poll's
tary polls have put the peopie :lhe:pi ition i
on the sideline and the coun- Dr Momenul Haq. Secretary
iry's economy into ﬁlﬂ‘lt jeop-  General. Bangladesh Associa-
ardy. nr:mrdingod aders of tion of Pharmaceutical Indus
different trade ies tries, said that the just-con

Talking to The Daily Star. cluded election would not be

they said that political uncer-
tainty has gripped the country
at a time when it is taking
preparation for transfer of
capital and technology from
the develo countries,

Abdul Hague. President of
the Bangladesh Reconditioned
Vehicles Importers and Deal-
ers Association said that the
election failed to ensure peo-
ple’s participation in it.

It fulfilled only the consti-
tutional obligation. but ignored

ople's right to franchise

oters turnout was poor. [t

was not only a failure of the
government, but also of the
opposition parties in a nascent
democracy.

"I think there is still time
for a consensus and a fresh
elections to elect a representa-
tive parliament. Our political
leaders should consider how
much loss an economy like
ours can reallv bear with. Due
to the long drawn political cn-
sis, all the economic mmdicators
are showing a downward
trend.” _

The upper middle class,
who form most of our clients,

are not buying cars any more. .

because th:ir vehicles become
the first target in any political
demonstration. In Chittagong
Port, some 5. 000 imported
reconditioned cars are lying
idle, he said.

Ziaul Huq, Chairman of
. Bangladesh Bus-Truck Owners
Association, gave a bleak pic-
ture of the overall transport
business and said letters were
sent recently to Bangladesh
Bank and all other commercial
banks seeking waiver of inter-
ests. "The current situation has
forced us to do that. Buses and
trucks become the first target
during a demonstration. All
backward linkage industries
related to the transport sector
become idle during a strike.

The political leaders should
now £¢h which is more im-

portant — the constitution. the

caretaker government or the
economy, he said.

Rezaul Karim, Chairman of
the Ba
tion, said leaders of the ruling
party and the Opposition
should sit together to resolve
the political crisis for the sake
of the country's economy.

"l believe for the sake of
constitutional continuity and
greater national interest. we
can still sit together and find
out a mutually acceptable solu-
tion.” said Karim who was
clected uncontested in the
election. He, however, eclaimed
that turnout of voters was good

adesh Jute Associa-

able to bring about any solution
to the political crisis. It would,
rather. lead the country to a
great confrontation,

He said that the turnoul of
voters in the February 15 elec-
tions was poor

The BNP. which had a good
election record was discred-
ited in the polls, he claimed.
"Now it stands without a good
mandate.’

"l wonder how the govern-
ment is going to make up for
the overall loss in the financial
sector over the last couple of
months, Our fear is that the
June budget is coming with lot
of proposals for tax increase.

"Now. our only hope is that
good sense would prevail in
the political leadership "

Nizami urges
Biswas to form
caretaker govt

Jamaat-e-Islamt leader
Matiur Rahman Nizami yvester-
day said the BNP government
has lost its effectiveness in the
face of the Opposition's non-
cooperation movement, re-
ports UNB.

Addressing a rally at the
north gate of Baitul Mukarram

mosque in the afternoon. he
said the government had failed

to bring public servants to
offices even after issuing
‘circulars of threats.” '

The Jamaat secre gen-

eral reiterated the demand for
cancellation of the Febru 15
election and holding fresh
polls under a neutral caretaker
government within 90 days.

He urged the president to
form a caretaker government
and arrange fresh e%u:ﬂona.

Hasina
From Page |

Meanwhile, Jativa Party has
condemned the arrests of its
leaders Barrister Moudud Ah-
med and AnWar Hossain Manju
and leaders of other Oppo-
sition parties including Awami
League's Mohammad Nasim
and Begum Matia Chowdhury.

Presidium member and
city President of JF Col (Retd)
A Malek and JP Generul Secre-
tary Abdus Salam in a joint
statement yesterday demand-
ing the release of the leaders
sald that arrests and repres-
ston ol Opposition leaders
would never be able to stop
the on-going mpvement.

O@ XOXOXOXOROROXOKOXC

Dxd

B (B TR TG oS T |
8% ¥ 1R Tom wemw g Sofafs

AFRISICT T |

ERERUDICRG C@Iﬁm

TS corares oo o=

w9y fafeanda ffdpza CFIAIN swaArs
1o aw AfRAffe e wd  ace caEwtR
‘DY AT AN TWI Y-0051q GIFT

V e T R '”' P
@@.-:Q, A "!’A@

_v-r ""'

@:s.@';ﬁ Oﬁ

o T L am N,
XOXOX

S

',

N
XXX

¥
s

.i"@

o

m:.-‘.--:,;.
)

"'-

o
¥
e

A

! m_.-'",..-; o

-
iy
=

......
' .
bL (3
e

s =

=
F
L

88-02-863035, GPO Box No: 3267, mmmumn.

_-ﬁ

Lawyers abstain
| from attending
Supreme Court

did not function yesterday as
ln ﬂdnfﬂihuthm&-
r

gy

t e
mﬂlﬂmﬂ Divisions did
not attend the courts, forcing
them to close judicial func-
tions for the day.

Another source, however,
said a p of la re-
| quested the of di-
visions of the preme Court

to the courts and also
asked the officials to shut the
offices

The Dhaka District Judge's
and Session Court also did not
function because of boycott by
lawyers, sources sajd

in Natore
From Our Correspondent

NATORE. Feb 25 A d
long hartal was observed in N’l
tore town today to protesi the
killing of a trafisport workers'
leader yesterday.

. The Jativa Sramik League
called the hartal protesting the
killing of Matiur Rahman
Mukta, former president of
Paribahan Sramik Union of Na-
tore district.

All modes of trans t
stayed off the roads and shops
and business houses remained
closed during hartal hours.
The hartal coincided with the
second day of the 3.-day non
cooperation programme called
by the main opposition politi
cal parties.

attur Rahman was buried
at Garikhana graveyard tn-dlr
after auto al Rajshahi Med
cal College Hospital.

Meanwhile, Natore Sadar

lice have arrested 6 persons

r their alleged {involvement
in the kiling of Matiur.

DCCI's appeal to

Biswas, Khaleda
Hasina

The Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(DCC1] has appedled to the
President. the Prime Minister
and Awami League Chief
Sheikh Hasina to resolve the
c}l;iﬁ!s now facing the nation
through their political cit
and wisdom. rg;:orts Bssgga 1

Ali Hossain. president of
DCCI, in an appeal addressed
to the three persons said the
anarchy created in the country
due to continued politico-so-
cio-economic instability is not
only affecting the trade and
business community. but creat-
ing far reaching impact on the
national economv. If the pre
sent situation continued for
long. a 'catastrophic situation’
will develop which would not
be desirable to any quarter.
The gross domestic product
(GDP) growth was already go-
ing down and that infection
has also touched agriculture
after affecting the industrial
sector. the a said.

We would not even be wor-
| thy to seek pardon from the

W!ltr‘il{] if the situation con-
tinued. he opined.

2 Pirojpur JCD
activists hurt

in blasts, AL

office ransacked

PIROJPUR. Feb 25: Two ac-
tivists of the Jatiyatabadi Chha-
tra Dal (JCD) were critically
Injured in bomb explosions
near the Town Hall today. re-
ports UNB.

Witnesses said Kamruzza-
man Shaheen, 25, and Rana:}

not 1o

home-made bombs exploded
in the area after the proces-
sions of JCD and pro-Awami
League Chhatra Lcaguc ended
there at about 7:30
welre admitted to sadar houpl
ta

Later, JCD activists ran-
sacked the district AL office
and damaged its furmniture and
window panes.

The JCD brought out the
procession from Sadar Road
protesting the opposition's
non-cooperation programme
while the BCL demonstrated in

rotest against the arrest of
our opposition leaders in the

- capital. .

Cricket

From Page |

Holland, who lost their first
two e gagemf:ntn against New
Zealand and England, will bank
on the ence of their 47-

ear-old hard-hitting batsmen
olan Clarke for a respectable
result.
Meanwhile, debutant Ken-
ya, who created some sort of

will take on Zimbabwe in a
Group A fixture at Patna, India.

| US Congressman

From Page 1 )
meet Fo Minister A S
Muﬂnﬂnrl:ﬁhmn u

Earlier in the Bill
Righardson is scheduled to
visit tht Bank Head

Office and meet Yunus to

get a first hand appraisal of the
nk's activities.

Last might. - he met some
gﬁl t and tﬂf “nm! .
: governmen
| sition, at a dinner at US Am-
bassador David N Merrill's res-
idence.,

Dhaka for London at 11.39
I !miﬂ'lt. .

Country's Supreme Court,

| reputation of being a born
ﬂgm:nr te losi nst
favourites India and alia, .

Richardson is due to leave

-

24, were injured when several

.

-
. :' i,
-.='..r-,‘?|'.' i'dr_..- :.'-*_ 5

‘nhw :unrdmg lhr cnurt huﬂdmg in tlw ulf «

cooperation programme yesterday.

n lh-t' second :Lnr of l e uppmltmnl non-

— Star photo

200 hurt: Non-cooperation

From Page |
Police arrested 35 le
from different places of ﬂ]:':
cily for pic Iu-nny, 25 from
Motijheel. 10 from Demra.
Awami League Jativa Parly

and Jamaat e-Islami. which
had | tited the parliamen-
lary polls, called the non-co-

operation programme deman
ding dismissal of the ‘illegal
government . cancella-tion ol
the ‘farcical’ polls and hold
ol fresh elections within
days under a neutral caretaker
government.

Al Tnnf the rail-route
gn!mv to Dhaka. hundreds of

pnllllﬂn activists fought
pitched battles with police

“while damaging (he automatic

telecommunication signal sys-
tem and trying to set slippers
on fire

At least 50 people includ-
ing two policemen were in
ured in the clashes. Police
red rubber bullets and tear
gas shells to disperse the mob.
Police arrested 26 people from
the spot

Opposition activists also
damaged the signal board at
Hashempur staiion on Dhaka-
Chittagong rail route

As pickets raised barri-
cades on rail tracks at differ-
ent points, trains could not
reach destinations. At some
places. securily personnel
guarded rail tracks. according
lo railway sources.

Our Stafl Correspondent
from Chittag nng reports: At

Iuat 50 were injured
iy ao B e ol
l:l.-un nnd ruling party actiﬁm

and bomb hla.ula in the port.
r.'thr terday. Nur Nabi. a
wpulll:r received bullet
inju in a crossfire in front of
the Port's jetty gate No. 3 at
Il am He was admitted to
Chittagong Medical Hospital
along with seven others. -
itnesses and police said

the gunfight broke out when'

supporters of rulmﬁ BNF re-
poﬂr-d%ﬂed o take control
of the

Police rounded up five
Awami League activista from
the spot.

+  State Minister for Shipping
Shahjahan Siraj. who stayed In
th:ﬂgon city overnight. super:
andling of goods at the
for about two hours amid
thl El:‘"ﬂlr

Armed clashes and bomb
explosion also took pllrr. nl
various nts of the rlt
cluding nhat, GPO l rm
ing lnd in front of Chitta
thl{‘!l College Hospital,

r:g about a dozen pcople
Inju

Opposition leaders at a
press conference later blamed
the ruling party activists for
letting loose a reign of terror

in the city.
Awami League leader and
city mayor M Mohiuddin

Ahmed, JP leader Mahmudul

. Islam Chowdhury. Jamaal

leader Abu Taher and In-
dunandan Datta of JSD spoke

at the press conference,

Op tion activists hurled
a bomhb at the convoy of minis-
ter Abdullah Al Noman at Salt-
gola crossing at 4 pm. But
none was injured.

Our Rajshahi correspon-
dent reports: Powerful bombs
were hurled ar the premises gf
Rajshahi Judge Court and at
the office of a local daily,
Daintk Sonali Sangbad at noon.

UNB reported that Opposi-
tion activists blasted a crude
bomb outside the residence of
the district judge in Jhalakathi
at 11 am but none was injured.
They also attacked the Judge
Court and the DC - Office with
brick-bats.

Iin Comilla, local office of
House Building Finance Corpo-
ration at Kandirpar was ran-
sacked

Opposition activists clashed
with police and attacked some

government offices and banks

in Faridpur town leaving 12
mplr including the OC of
wali thana injured.
Our Brahmonbaria Corre-
spondent reported that at least

-
{
£
.1 J _1;'.- Lo
% ﬁ e i
¥

" A policeman examining the wreckage of the bombed hun 1N

Jerusalem yesterday.

—AFP/UNB photo

‘British bilateral aid :
LDCs to get priority

. British bilateral aid, chang-
ing the priorities. would in fu-
ture be more heavily concen-
trated on the world's t
countries, said British Minister
for Overseas Development
Baroness Chalker, reports

The world especially

world — thie
world — has under-

gone change in recent
yuﬁm . tl‘lechnnlu of :

st too if it is
te remain :ffecltrilf: she’ told

the Royal Institute of Interna-

tional Affairs at Chetham

House, London, last week.
desh is one of the

I'ngor recipients of the British
ODA. The ODA budget for
1996-97 is 2,154 millien
nds. It operates in over
60 countries.
Lady Chalker announced

that British lmmt
had accepted the main

ommendations of 'hmdn
mental ture ' of
the Overseas Developmerit
Administration (ODAJ, which
manages the British aid

e o
of the recommenda-
tions was to focus bilateral atd

even further on those coun-
tries with the worst poverty,
accordi to a message re-
ceived in Dhaka yesterday.

Chalker stressed thal
an eilective ald programine
across the world would con-
tinue,.

"It shows a positive impact
;:m growth of exports and on
nvestment. The impact has
been particularly mﬁfm
those countries lmplemenunhr
successful .inp’lm- of
justment,’ _said

The minister said concen-

trating the regular bilateral
country programme of the Bri-
tish government on fewer re-
cipients will improve the F’l.llll-
ity and impact of aid,' and
maximise the country's inflhi-
ence :

Mannan Bhuiyan
From Page 1
a section of the that the

incumbent Secretary General
Barrister Abdus Salam Taluk-

d.nr mld be relieved of his
and re-

Ilﬂed Abdul Mannan
huiyan. sénjor most Joint

General of the Party.

Howéver, it was learnt that
Abdul Mannan Bhu had
hern asked by The Min-
ister to discharge the respon-

sibilities of acting Secretary

General as the incumbent is
suffering from iliness.

7 persons were injured during

. separate clashes between po-

lice and activists of opposition
E: tical parties at Kosba and

harampur
Police arrested 22 persons

during the ¢
8 adds from Sher |
Ten people including m

licemen. were injured as the
activists of Awami Lea at
tacked the TNO and BNP of
fices in Kazipur thana yester-

Police said they brought out
a procession in the thana
protesti the arrest of its
central leader Mohammad
Nasim

Al one stage. the angry ac
tivists attacked Kazipur pelice
station and the residence of
TNO. and set fire to valuables
inside. Later. they stormed the
local BNP office and ransacked
its furniture,

Of the injured. three were
admitted to Kazipur Thana
Health Com

Meanwhile nppumunn par-
ties brought out separate pro-
cessions and held rallies in all
the nine thanas of Lhe district
protesting the arrest of their
central leaders.

Meanwhile, At least 30
people were Injured as

sition activists clashed
BNP supporters and set
fire to the O office at
Dhunot, 25 miles from Bogra
district headquarters yes-

W’Hﬁm said several hun-

dred opposition activists
hera the Dhunot Thana
arishad confronting the BNP
supporters and set to =
ernment offices inside
com at around 7 :
Police fired about rounds

ol blank shots to disperse lhc
clashing groups

ﬁwanu e, Jatiya Party
and Jamaat-e-Islami later

brought out a joint procession
protesting the police firing.

Nasim, Moudud
From Page |

Wife of Anwar Hossain
Manju, while talking to The
Daily Star. said that her hus-
band was picked up from near
Tejgaon by police along with
his ‘personal assistant and
driver while coming from
&.:mm nlt around 10:15 Satur-

y night.

She said that she came to
know about Manju's detention
at 5 am in the morming when
the driver and the personal as-
sistant booked by the police
along with her husband were
both released.

It was learnt from thc rela-
tives of the arrested leaders
that none of them: were given
division in the jail and that

they have applied to the Home
Ministry for division.

Our Correspondent from
Pabna reported that the dis-
trict Awami brought out

a big nymccumn in the town |

yesteraay eveni protesti

the arrest of A]..nglcaders HIE
hammad Nasim, Begum Matiya
Chowdhury in Dhaka on Satur-

oy

|
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The Midni

oht File

Hichael Mccurry had said the
iS-registered Cessna 337
skymasters had filed flight
for the Bahamas. not far
romn Cuba. but were
!hut down in intermationa
waters near Cuba.
AP adds: The US Coast
Goard and N

ers to the Rescue planes,
Guard Ltd Cmdr. Mark
Woodring said. A third in
the group was not hit and re-
turmed safely to Miami.

President Clinten dis-
patched F-15 fighters to pro-
tect search and rescue opera-
tions Her demanded an Im-
mediate explanation I'rum the
Cuban government.

‘I condemn this action In
the strongest possible terms ”

Hartal called
at Pirojpur,
- Bhandaria

PIRﬂ.JPUH Feb 25: Opposi-
tion political parties today
called a half-day hartal in the
town tomorrow protesting the
arrest of their some central
leaders. reports UNB.

The angry o luun ac-
Livists ransack Pirojpur
bound launch aL ll':li
Launch ghat in the mn

M:?n}.:hjl:. Bhandaria
unit of t a Party (JP] has
ca]l&:d a 72- htg‘.l;' hartal in the
thana from tomorrow protest-
ing the arrest of its central
leaders Anwar Hossain Manju
and Barrister Moudud :

The JP activists brought eut
a huge procession in the town
this morning protes the
arrest. They also sev-
eral home-made bombs in
frunt of the collectorate build-

t4on

__The Nari Samaj dnnu\\du:l
removal and trial of the Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC)
on charge of misuse of
and fabricating election re-
sults.

A statement issued by Nar
Samaj leader Rokeya Kabir
mﬂdly said the decision of

ruling BNP to hoid such 3
costly election without the op-
pn-mun parties was undemo-

The fnn‘_'lrll election has
plunged the country in to a
dee crisis as the [fictitious
election results declared by
the Election Comnission were
zmetpuhlr to the people. it

N'ganj clash

Jue,
to settle a dlmtmgtlr
Suman and the Renu group of

local Joba Dal.
Sumorn. the leader of

Sl.ll'llﬂﬂﬁﬂ?up was admitted to
tal after having
bnm seriously beaten up th:
Renu on F

15

Police red lrnund
round tear gas shells and shot

ﬁulubrtngﬂu-ﬂtuqthnm—

Additional police forces
hnve been deployed in the

Piecemeal gazette

From Page |
he added.

Elections to all the seats .

have to be completed before
the first session u[tha_:ﬁth..lﬂ
Sheikh Razzak Al opined.

"This a to me a rea-
sonable lnt tion of Arti-
cle 65 of the Constitution,”

said the Speaker.

According to him. the first
session of the JS has to be
summoned within 30 days of
the gazette notification. In case
of piecemeal notifications. the
30 days sl‘nuld be counted
from the day — the last gazette
is publi . he said.

Asked whether the JS could

be summoned after the first -

gazette notification when it is
done on piecemeal basis he
said, “in my opinion, it will not

be right.”

He, however. added that it
was the constitutional obliga-
tion of the President to sum-
mon the JS and that it de-
pended upon his interpreta--
tion of Article 65 and. 72 of the
Constitution.

As per provisions of the
Constitution regarding election

of MPs. constitution of Parlia-
ment, administering of oath as
well as summoning of Parlia-
ment, the above interpreta-
tions sound reasonable, added
the Speaker. .

There is no time bar for
admi .oath to the MPs
prior to the session of the
parliament but, all the MPs
shall have to take oath before
it. Razzak Ali said.

In case an MP fails to take .
oath within 90 days of the first
session. his. seat will be de-
clared vacant. B an MP ap-
plies to the for exten-
llnn of the time limit, the

mz cxtr.nd it.
' bar in holding
clectiuna aﬂ.er the dissolution

of the JS is not applicable in
t:all: of rcpolung interpreted

to another qucs-
tinn unr
the Supreme Court on ph‘.:l:t
meal gazette notification, the
Spcakcr said, o the, Presi
dent can seek such a r:icrmn
under Article 106 of the Con-
stitution. This. however, does

nol arise in this case. he
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