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- US President Bill Clinton hugs eighth grader Melissa
Machit after she introduced him on Saturday at the Jackie
Robinson Academy in Long Beach, California. Clinton
spoke to students and educators and reaffirmed his
support for school uniforms. — AFP/UNB photo

24 killed in Pak bus plunge: 1,

overcrowded passenger bus plunged into a'tanal south of the
Pakistani capital. killing as many as 24 people. a newspaper
rc%'lr.d Sunday. AP reports from Islamabad

" The accident happened late Saturday when the bus driver
lost control of his vehicle while swerving to avoid an
oncoming car, the English-language newspaper, The News
‘reported. Rescue workers said they ﬂavrcrff; people, but
were able to recover the bodies of only three victims.

Indian bus mishaP death toll now 30:

A passenger bus collided with a truck and burst into flames
Saturday killing 30 people and critically injuring 25 others in
a southern Indian town. a news report said, AP reports from
New Delhi. '

Fire engines took more than three hours to put out the
blaze after the vehicles collided on a narrow road bridge near
Sulur town, 2,400 kilometers (1,500 miles) south of New
Delhi. United News of India news agency said. The bus went
up in flames so quickly that few people, could jump out of the
vehicle safely. it said.

Farrakhan returns home: xaion o

Islam leader Louis Farrakhan has retumed to Chicago after an
18-nation trip during which he made statements angering US
officials. AP reports {rom Chicago.
Farrakhan arrived at O'Hare International Airport on a
chartered f{light Saturday morning. He did not talk to
reporters, who were kept more than one-guarter a mile -away
' and behind a fence. He got into a limousine and left: his large

entourage boarded other vehicles. Farrakhan was scheduled
o to Sunday about his trip to supporters and journalists at
‘a Nation of Islam convention.

Filipinos observe 10 yrs of democraﬁ:

¢ Filipinos celebrated 10 years of democracy Sunday, but :
deepening divisions instead of unity and protests instead of
-~ joy, AP reports from Manila.
., The four days of church-supported peaceful “people
ower” demonsirations which forced the late President
{'Ferdinand Marcos into exile on Feb 25, 1986, became a
¢amodel for pro-democracy movements around the world.
i Corazon Aquino, the widow of an assassinated opposition
' leader. was catapulted into the presidency and restored
demeocratic institutions.

£ . . .
' 7 Christians shot dead in Egypt:
.'Suspected Muslim inilitants sliot dead seven Chrisdans th an
; ambush o1 u [unin in southern Egypl late on Saturday, security
t' sources said, Reuter reports from Assiut, Egypt. )
.- _They said the attack took place on a farm called Ezbet EI-
r.gg:éat in Bedari village In Assiut province, about 380 kms
l, miles} south of Cairo. Two other Christians were hurt in
i the attack, the sourees said. Security officials in Assiut believe
\:the gunmen were members of the militant Al-Gama'a Al-
“islamiya (Islamic group), which has targeted Egyptian
Christians, policemen and foreign tourists as part of an anti-
governmeni campaign aimed at installing a strict Islamic

state in Egypt.
Hussein to undergo ear s

sul ge ]
King Hussein said Saturday he will undergo surgery on !is
right ear drum, a malady that has kept him from his favourite
hobby: piloting his private jet, AP reports‘from Amman.
Hussein, 60, made the announcement to Jordanians in an
emotional letter read by an announcer over state-run Jordan
Television. He provided no other details, but his private
physician, Maj Gen Samir Farraj, said the monarch will
undergo surgery for the perforation of the ear drum, a case

whose medical name is Tympano Plasty. -

qrunkes hit northeast of Tokyo: »

gaun of moderate earthquakes hit an area northeast o Tukﬁ;
day, but there were no reports of injuries of damage,
reports from Tokyo. ' .

A 3.8-magnitude quake centered in the Pacific Ocean off
Ibaraki prefecture (state), struck at 5:58 am (2058 GMT). the
Central Meteorological Agency said. It was followed at 6:38
am (2138 GMT) by a 4.3-magnitude quake,' also centered in
the Pacific off Ibaraki, the agency said.

1 k:ljgled as US Navy jet crashes:

t crashed into the ocean during a carrier exercise,
killing one crew member and injuring two others, the Navy
said. A fourth crew member was missing, AP reports from San

Diego

Palestinian

NEW DELHL Feb 25:
Indian opposition will table a

no-con nce motion almed
unseati Prime Minister P V

Narasimha Rao over a r
bribery scandal when pm‘
ment opens its bAt#ﬂ session
Monday, reports ;

A regional opposition
said Sunday it will try tup:;ttyt
out Rac's nearly five-year-old
government over the country's
worst scandal. and the other

abstain during the no-trust
nwove.

"The government faces a
serious credibility crisis.” Kr-

Malaysia opposes
expansion of
Asia-Euro summit

KUALA LUMPUR. Feb 25:
Prime Minister Mahathir Moé-
hammad said Malaysia
the expansion of the Asia-Eu-
rope suunmit to include Aus-
tralia, Néw Zealand, India,
Pakistan or other nations, re-
ports AP,

“If it becomes too big and
confusing, there will be many
conflicting interests and we

cannot have a real dial .t
will become tunfu-e?u:.nd
nothing will be achieved.” The
Sunday Star quoted Mahathir
as saying Saturday night. .

Mahathir was commenting
on British Fnrﬂgn Secretary
Malcolm Rifkind's reported
statement that the Euro
Union wanted the second
‘summit to be opened to Aus-
tralia, India, Pakistan and New
Zealand.

Mahathir. who will be at-
tending the first summil {n
Bangkok, Thailand on March 1
and 2, said there must be
some criteria, otherwise other
countries like Bangladesh. Sri
Lanka and Nepal would also
want to join.

Lee invites
China to hold
- peace talks

TAIEPlI, Feb 25: Taiwanese
President Lee Teng-Hui today
invited China to hold peace
talks with the nationalist is-
land, saying nations in the Asia
Pacific region and throughout
the world are concerned about

arious relations across the
awian Strait, re AFP.

"After the end of the Cold
War, it is a world trend to re-
place confrontation with nego-
tiation.”. Lee said in a televi-
sion campaign forum here. In
the pasl six years, we have fol-
lowed this trend by devoting
ourselves Lo maintai sta-
bility in the Taiwan Strait and

pean

promotion peaceful exchanges

with the mainland.

"Peace 1n the Taiwan Strait
deeply alfects the stability and
prosperity of the Asia Pacific
region as well as intermational
political and economic devel-
opment in the 21st century.”
he added.

i

ishan Lal Sharma. spokesman

for the main o Iti
Bharatiya Janata PFPHIIJ!:.
Indian !I L the
news Wy a very
stormy i

He said MPs from BJP, the

second | in par-
lHament er t Emﬁ.
would decide Sunday or -

whether it should back the
ugu Desam Party's motion
or imitiate own anti-R#o strat-

“There is a possibil-
ity that some from
t ruling party can vole
against the government.”

said. “In the case the
government will be [tdn*h:
very serious situation.”
Telugu Desam's no-trust vote

to get the ‘of
communists and the centrist
Janata Dal (Peopie's Party).

Indian has been in
turmoil federal detec-
tives began pressing charges
last month nst powerful
politicians over the scandal in
which a New Delhi business-

International

No-confidence moti
Rao

man paid huge bribes over the

years in return for favours.

The bribe takers include
leaders of almost every politi-
cal party with the exception of
the communists. The busi-

nessman maintained details of

the pa ts in coded diaries
which been seized.

The nf.nnda] has led to the
resignations of seven ministers
from Rao's government. fu-

elling serious discontent in the .

Congress ahead of elections
that are expected to result in a
hung parliament.

Congress sources said some

of the former ministers who

it under pressure from Rao
ﬁ:e 74-year-old party presi-
dent, had turned st him,
several more party
prosecution In the case.

BJP
Advani
liament while
minister of New Delhi city.
Madan Lal Khurana quit last
week after being named in the
scandal

T BT S e s ——

Suuth_!(urean President Kim Young
Narasimha Rao (R) and Indian President Sh

Rashtrapati Bhaban
are picture in background.

Sam (C)

face

Etdml Lair Krishna
PaCtY's: Srel

is greeted by Indian Prime Minister P V
ankar Dayal Sharma (L)
(Presidential Palace) in New Delhi. Guards of the

The Cor;fcu is. however,
confident overcoming the

opposition challenge.

The Prime Minister is suf-
ficiently strong
threat,” said
Vithal Gadgi

er to the ment."
e Indian parliament

meets every Febr to
the country's fcdrr;; buc:

But this year Fimance Mimnister
‘Manmohan Sin will only
present a limited budget be-
cause of the impending elec-

tions.

leaders said the
session., which will end on
March 12. will also see acri-
monious debates over mount-
ing corrupt
issues related to national secu-
rity. including Pakistan's sup-

port to Indian in ts.

“The PM is {{ to blame
for all his troubles.” said the
BJPs Sharma. Ramvilas

Paswan of the centrist Janata

Dal said: "The scandal's rever-
beratiohs will be certainly feit
in parHament ~
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o . plan agai'nSt MT the
In parliament toda

NEW YORK: Author Sal-
man Rushdie is ready to
"warily celebrate”
anniversary: Seven ol

i years
imposed by the Iranian 5:_::
ermment over his book.
Satanic Verses. ™

jon. Kashmir and

on Saturday st
Presidential Palacé
— AFP/UNB photo

Bosnian Serbs may help people fleeing Vogosca
Croatia accuses Bosnian army of

uncontro

ZAGREB. Feb 25
Croatian defence minister ac-
cused the Muslun-led Besnian
army of an uncontroelled
weapons buildup., on
Saturday that Croatia W
necessary. take st to -
}'!.:Pﬂ Bosnian 'IEl*«:liil'ﬂi':r:'Ir rtp[;::;.

The comments from Gojko
Susak, the Bosnian Croats'
chief sup er in Croatia, un-
dersco the fragility of the
Muslim-Croat federation that is
to conirol half of Bosnia under
the Dayton acoord. Il the
federation not work, theé
peace in Bosunia is doomed.

His tough speech came the
same day t Gen. Maj. Zivko
Budimir, chief of the an
Croat forces and Gen Rasim
Delic, commander of the
Bosnian government army, lelt
Buhjcm l'l::ll;E the United States,
which is helping to egquip and
train the Bosnian art?]r ni:}l part
of the NATO led peace mis-

Thousands protest
British
immigration bill

LONDON, Feb 25: About
4.000 . people marched

through London on Saturday to

protest the government's plans

to crackdown on asylum seek-
ers in Britain, rts AP,

They gathered at Trafalgar

uare for s hes condemn-
ing the lum and Immigra-
tion Bill, which is designed to
stem the tide of asylum-seek-
ers.

Asylum applications to Bri-
tain have
1986 to an estimated 40,000
this year. Nearly half are from
Africa. mainly from the mili-
tary regimes in Algeria and
Nigeria. .

Neville Nagler. chief execu-
tive of the B:E.rd of
British Jews,
would worsen race relations in
Britain and bring misery to
thousands of gcnu%nc asylum-
seekers. M0

uties of
aalt?qt:he. bill

grown from 4,000 in .

lled

ET o Y i
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Hundreds of demonstrators march

were inviled by the

US Army and accompanied by
several associates, the Croatian)

news agency HINA ed.
The two cmmmmm to

tour US Army basés and mili-
tary schools.

The Da agreement calls
for a Husrt:n Croat federation

army of 50.000 equi and
trained by the Hﬂ‘o force,
but such an army would be
created once the federa-
tion itself is viable.

Bosnian Muslims and
Croats fought for a year in
1993-94, particularly in the
divided city of Mostar, before
they formed the fgderation
under US pressure in March
1994 in an attempt to coun-
terbalance the Bosnian Serbs.

But the lack of a united fed-
eral army and Bosnian  Croats'
objections to reunification of
Mostar show that ethnic rival-
ries are far. from oyercome.

Ou
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tl_ii Government'’s proposed Asylum and Immigration Bill.

along London's Embankment on Saturday

weapons buildukP .

of war,
ernment has turned to West-
em governments and the Mu
lim werid to obtain heavy
. and ammunition.
- But recently, W
has warned that its
to equip and train Bosnian
i by R A
€0 recent -
eries of | soidiers and
military advisers — some from
Iran — in Bosnia. ,

Meanwhile Bosnian Serb
military trucks can help the
terrified people ‘flee Vo-
gosca and other Serb su "
and NATO will protect the
refugees, the overall com-
mander of the peacekeeping
mission said.

1 think if we
m escorts ... it will

ings nice ‘and clgan.,” US
Adm Leiglhiton Smith said’ Sat-
urday ol the Serb exodus from

pital that

Sara . aca
tl.nclﬁ::?itn multiethnicity

tgnnned
sion. Croats during nearly four years fore mﬂ four years of war,

. in protest to
' — AFP/UNB photo

them

"} have tried
was. for a time. confined.

11 isswe of The Nation

live more openly

ways of
nutlnhur:n iyt ted.”

ebruary 1989 Ayatol-

lah Ruhollah Khm-i}znn

are my

support in dodging the fativa

JAMMU (India). Feb 25: in-

dian and Pakistani Lroops
tfaded re on their
disputed Kashmir beorder

after a 48-hoar hall,
but no one was . de-
fence officials said today, re-
o p——

akistani jers

fire at two Indian in the
R S Pura sector. 25 kma from
this summer capital of Kash-
mir state, the officials said

here.
“The Pakistanis ‘used
medium and light machine
. An sald. "They
more than 3.000 rounds
We retaliated with )
The gun battle ted an
hour, sources in the border
security force said. No one
was injured in the ;
I officials said Pak-

istan troops began shooting

another

. “Te go ou writing
that | have

force .

of deadly fatwa

e I

biasphemous
was placed on Rushdie's head. and the author

Record

Rushdie writes in the March ! ..:

- A mulu-milhon-dollar bounty
dropped out of

Bmmmcmm,lhnixﬁcuﬁ.hcha:wam

countries. At each stop. found "an atmosphere
celebration.” And he thankhgd peaple =

theid

along the way for

and Pakistani tr on the
Kashmir frontier are common
and often last for days.

I'T! adds: The Jammu 'and
Kashmir government has al-
layed the apprehensions that a
large number of Kashmiri mil-
itants were |la

indif-
ferent jails lnmmthn
centres within and ou the

state.
An official told -
PTI - that only 1453 Kashmirs
presently

militants were
lodged in. jalls and other inter-
rogation centres, , while
28.064 have been released

during last six years.

Chun goes on trial today

SEOUL. South Korea, Feb
25: Former President Chun
Doo-hwan goes on trial Menda
on corruption charges, wit
many politicians their
breath over whether he will
name those who al ly re-
ceived his political payouts.

s AP. Sl 5

Chun, t from 1980

to 1988, is flhl: second ex-
resident to face punishment
El‘ alleged wrong-doing in of-
fice. His h SUCCESSOor
rndﬂarmr fri:lnd. Roh -T::im.
s already standing t on
similar charges.

They also may stand trial
together in M on mutiny
Aand treason charges arising
from the 1979 coup that
brought them to
1980 miilitary crackdown that

d = protesters. =
pro-democracy _

Also geing on trial with
Chun Monday are five close

aides, mcluding chiefl body-
Ahn H g-tng:':. who al-
: h‘mufuh‘;m amass the
iy Lo e
rean — dirs -
lion. ’:r{tush fund was es-
timated at dirs 650 million.

- Chun is charged with col-

power and a °

lecting at. least dirs 275 mil-
lion in bribes from business-
men seeking lucrative gov-
:rrnmcnt contracts. F.osecu-
ors were expected to grill
him about where he lpl!'nt"lh#

They earlier quoted Chun as
conlessing that he paid out
dirs 110 million from 1990
until last October to hundreds
of plil.'ltlchm and journalists in
an a to engineer a polit-
Emgack.

ical come

Chun reportedly planned to

place some of his followers in: -

in elec-

the National
and later form

tions in April
his own party. :
The so-called "Chun Dob-
hwan List" could have an ex-
plosive impact. Aides hinted
that the ex- could ‘se-
lectively name those he be-
lieves have betrayed him.
Many of Chun's followers
are running in the u
parliamentary lons,
are crucial to President Kim
Young-sam's efforts to
effectively during the remain-
der of his five-year term,
which ends in early 1998,

Anti-terrorist chief warns
of more IRA attacks in UK

LONDON, Feb 25: Scotland
Yard's anti-terrorist chief said
Saturday the IRA is imminently

plnnnmf further attacks, after
police jound bomb making
mipmem at the home of an

Apm on a London bus, reports
Commander John Grieve is-
sued the as explosives
experts examined the cache
found buried at the London
home of Edward O’'Brien, a
member of the Irish Republi-
can Army. -

"Following the discovery of
significant quantities of bomb-
making material and detailed
dn-cumentg_tit;ln E -ar«i-r
warning ol the possibility o

imminent attacks by the provi-

man killed carrying a .

sional IRA on the mainland,~
Grieve said.

: The IRA ended its 17-
month truce bombing Lon-

don's Dockland's on Febru

'

9. killing two e. An IRA
h-gmb on a Lurﬂic:gjhus killed
O'Brien and wounded nine on
February 18.

Sinn Fein said Satu it is
prepared to ask the IRA to call
a new ceasefire if the British
government sets up all-party

peace negotiations.

“What people are screaming
out for is peace negotialions

now, not in three months'
time,” Martin McGuinness,
deputy leader of the IRA-allied
party, said in a BBC radio in-

- terview.

" McGuinness added he other

Sinn Fein leaders are red
to ask the IRA to “off its
renewed bombing campaign if

a date for talks is set.

But Prime Minister John
Major condemned the IRA for _
breaking the ceasefire, and -
said he would not let it de-
termine the way forward. .

LTTE mounts

"Saddam's sons-in-law victims

fresh attack on

of cruelty of Iraqi leadership

minister Adnan Khairallah was

legislative

counCll 0O ns DUBAI. Feb 25 : From poi- with many who have fled tortured, said Mohammed Ab- As Saddam took power in
Pe u-m:! dm xﬁlyatc car accidents themselves from the repres- del ' Jabbar, another leader 1979 he unleashed appurge of themsrﬁ?f “:,E ;ﬁ:’fﬂf‘mguyrﬂ;- killed in a helicopter army camp .
on MarCh 7 ;I:esidﬂé}rntgms :d{?:::iﬂgﬁu;;m sion A?:f thdcilrgar;%i ltadﬂl'al}ip. frnnh1 tﬁm INC, an opposition :jhc Baath Party where a Mohammad ager Al Hakim “accident” in 1989. A cousin of 1 l d
swccording to our informa-  umbrella group. epuly prime minister and ' er of -
- GAZA. Feb 25 - The Pales- Ihrfti honed :r;ﬂlencq and cruelty tion 250 le have been poi- In May 1970 Saddam tried three ministers were executed :nhg Ilm’n_lrnn“ ;‘mmﬁ H;: . dent S:Inﬁl ,hﬂtehnudc kl le ~
tinian legislative council will cruuha ru Eus weapon to  soned with lithium. of whom  to assassinate Kurdish leader by other members of the gov- by one if I:heyl did not s his the mistake of saying he COLOMBO. Feb 25: Tamil
be inaugurated on Marech 7. e n;fpfmi on and keep an 103 ‘ha\rc died. Others have Mustapha Brazani in a failed ernment. activities. Somle 16 R orchestrated the victory over Tiger guerillas mounted a
seven, weeks after historic i AF';‘ grip on power, re- been mown down by cars or booby-trapped car attack. Saddam reportedly filmed cludings if of his brothers were  Iran fresh attack against an army
Palestinian elections, a Pales- | POTLS I thrown out of the windows of From 1978 hundreds of the execution, samciitaid In 1988 in the middie of a | camp in eastern Sri Lanka to-
tinian official said on Saturday, The Iragl opposition be-- their apartments,” said communists were eliminated Th f for- ' e ' Saddam him- | day. killing one soldier and
e Rcite lieves Saddam's two sons-in- Gh 3 4" the [ e same year a former There was international cabinet meeting, am him
pﬂrtl AIEL. law General H i K SEE RWALC, hea 0 ﬂﬂtr u]E pﬂj‘t}l’ was Er&uadtd ﬂign minister was E.unnﬂd : ﬂuul# in 1988 Whtﬂ 5 000 “lf k!ﬂlﬂ d mirfister whio hld | wulldlm at lﬂ.t Six l}lm
M'P&]a:l:::lmt Yasser ﬁ;a{m il 52 PSS Eﬂ‘i‘;ﬂﬁl"miﬂﬂ | ﬂfhhll-l utnl'::nﬂpﬂp::gn]:ltﬁnn ﬂlria‘t:; I}:u oo uu[l nto th:d open  down in broad daylight as he Hmw in Halabja in opposed the use of chemical officials said, reports AFP.
lected coun 0, con- ; eaving its militants suddenl
vene on March 7 and a num- }{amtlll w:rcf just the latest in a  National Congress (INC). exposed. ‘ y wn!;npa . hli: ﬁfcﬂrunllup - ll:-; b lrn]q ;:;kmnmcred weapons against the Kurds. ” bEunmm of th; separatist
ber of world and Arab notables lft?]g m‘“’ O E‘E“Plfhf;“hfﬂ”'“f' Even before Saddam be- Saddam's henchmen were the Iraq-Iran war, the Ayalol- Between 1987 and 1990 Seddas &SP SO SEeane lam TI}MTT'E] chndmu ol
are invited to attend the inau- a regime which stands came president in 1979, he responsible in 1978 for push- jah Mohammad Al-Sadr, the Iraqi ed h - abroad where ugpn-ultinn fig- aun a
tion of the council,” said :;’E”“d dﬂ W‘i‘f“*‘"—' mas-  was lraqs-strongman after his  ing the car of Mohammed, the the most influential of the K:rd::flannr:'gzi “ﬁ:ﬁ:—:ﬂ:ﬂj} Ures have been inted down dm'y:?h .:’:““ ul:]h“ th.nu:; .
arwan Kanafani, former [€S and exccuuons. Pan-Arab  Baath Party seized son of the then president Ah- - ; Iraqgi secret services and as- come
Shiite Muslim clerics, died and gas others in a h’. : ":fm during exile in Eu- under a si raid three days

| = The official Iragi version is
that the brothers were killed
on Friday in a shootout by
other clan members who

mad Hassan Al- r, into the
he

bid to force Kurds to leave
their home.

The Iraqi leadership has
also been blamed of trying to

under torture just a few hours

afier a meeting with Saddam.
The president had asked

him to withdraw a religious

Arafat spokesman and elected

council member, :
Arafat was sworn in as

Palestinian President earlier

power in 1968 £nd set his
sights on those who repre-
sented any possible threat —
from Kurds seeking autonomy

rope and other Arab countries. Ago.

; The LTTE in a statement
Last year a former chairman

Tigris River where
from its London office said 14
of Iraq's Medical Asspciation.

drowned. Jawad said.

A year later Bakr resigned of their fighters were killed in

this month, after his landslide | Wanted to restore the family'’s (o pelitical o for "health * He died ,.
, pponents, or heallh reasons. ne at  decree or fatwa bannin ueeze thousands ol Shiites

::tcnry in the first Palestinian }:_f:l‘tnﬂl: :I.Eer thf] tvé"ﬂrre:;trned } i::: 1971 % Touinder:of the the start of the 1980s and ac- membership of the Baat :ﬂl of their hr:nﬂandu in the mtnmr R:L{tig:h wk]?;i‘]:.;“ﬂfi-: ;:l'::; :?Izlifignaitl:acl‘;ilb;t' Etgnﬂl::

mmnt} January 20 for Gy i month aeiection o ghijte I?Enrt}r Al-Daawa, Abdel cording to Hussein Kamel Party. but the cleric refused. marshes in southeastern Iraq, Mving in Amman, retwrned to | sald there were no casualties

_ ol an interim gov- Rut (he sio o Saheb Dekhil, was dissolved in  Hassan he had been killed by His sister Bint Al Huda died After the eight-year war on the president's | among the security forces bhe-

ernmgnt. « j ry does 8 acid after being arrested and Saddam. with him, Jawad added. - with Iran, former defence regquest. cause they were well prep-nd

’
; -



