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The report. substantiall
worrisome, has caused
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have come to such a

pass that people tend to lose

their sleep. But the issue is

still controversial and needs

'~ 'Let us try to understand the
physical phegomenon

] the threat. When an
electric current passes
through a wire, it generates an
electromagnetic field that ex-
erts ﬁ;‘u: in surrounding ob-
jects. For many years, scien-
tists dismissed rlnr suggestion
that such forces might be
harmful, primarily because
they are so extra-ordinarily
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CANCER FROM ELECTRICITY
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risk of several types of human cancer

weak. The ELF (extremely low

frequ ) magnetic field -
erated by
measure only a few milligauss
funit of magnetic induction,

. etie field of one oersted

produces an induction of (1
5aun in "air) about one-hun-
redth the strength of the
earth's own magnetic fleld.
The electric fields surrounding
a line can be as high as
10 kilovolts per metre but the
corresponding field induced in
human cel)s will be
1 millivolt per metre.
far less than the electric fields
that the cells themselves gen-
erate.

Scientists are by
that such a minuscule force
can hardly pose a health haz-
tra on more S
of radiation, like X-rays that
pack sufficient wallop (hea
resounding force) to knoc
electrons out of the molecules
that make up human body.
Such "ionisi radiations have
been clearly linked to in-
creased cancer risks, and
there are regulations to con-
trol emissions.

finding in

greatly perturbed the
‘stientists -and pe_m:c in Fcn
eral in the US. findings
revealed that in Colorado,
school children who lived near

the power line had two to
three times as great a chance

a video-terminal -

is is -

now sure

of developing cancer. This
made le quite wary and
doubts about weak, so-called
non-ionising radiations began
to deepen. Most worrisome
subsequent atud&r :uppm-tcd
the original findings which
have since been buttressed by
reports showing increased
cancer rates among electrical
workers.
Although ex
pressed skepticism, scientific
community has shown a defi-
nite link. Happily although
there are lot of laboratory
works showing that exposure
to ELF fields can have biologi-
cal effects on animal tissues
but this mechanism has never

- confirmed that these effects

could lead to cancerous

. More nasunnﬁ US Air
orce scientists and tagon
s are almost convinced

that there is no such sugges-
tion that electromagnetic
fields t in the environ-
ment induce or promote

The Pentagon's concern is
quite understandable. There is
hardly a unit in the modern

military that does not d
on the heavy use of md:md

of electronic equi t. from
huge gruund—hueg?cu?ar tow- .
ers to the defence systems
built into every warship and

ane. -
“ EPA's conclusion cldssifying
ELF fields as a " ble car-
cinogen”™ was deleted after the

perts have ex- |

report was reviewed by the

ite House science adviser. It
has been stressed that EPA's
findings of a "positive associa-

" tion"between electromagnetic

fields and childhood cancer
are quite incorrect. The report
further said that there is no
scientific basis for that state-
ment at all. What we are doing

is unnecessarily frightening

millions of parents.

Despite all these findings
the nightmare still haunts

ﬂl:andthesmkcumhigh

I:?r. a study in the Amer-
ican Journal

Medicine reports a steep rise
in the brain cancer rates over
the past dozen . Unsur-
prisingly. if the increased in-
cidence of such capcers could
be linked to el
either at homes or wo Cces,
liability suits could clog the

courts. More worrisome. in the

us.: values near power
lines and electric substations
are plummcting. Ominously
true, if the utilities have to
bury or re-route those systems,
the cost of doing business
could take a sharp jump.
However, most peo
dismissed the risk of being af-
fected with cancer because ol
being to electromag-
netic fields. By contrast, the
risk of lung cancer for a chain
smoker is 20 times higher
than it is for the public .at

large.
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ause of Concern for Hi-tech Countries

by Md Asadullah Khan ~

Unquestionably, people
have to live near the power
lines and have to work with

, the computers in this techno-

logical age with evéry part of
Lheir bﬂdi in close contact
with machines. Researchers
have urged that more detailed
study is essential. Research
coriducted by
Institute for Heath pin-points
more areas like less-studied
radiation having shorter wave-
length such as radio and TV
waves other than ELF fields.

" The best remedy to keep
this nightmare at bay is
through prudent avoidance --
doing relatively easy thin‘%:u to
minimise a possible risk.We
should not go for: selling, tear-
ing apart or rebuilding a home.
But it might make sense to
shift a child's bed away from
the electric line that brings
power to the house. Or to
move the phone-answerin
machine away from the side o

the bed. At the same time. one

should not find it too- hard to
take a step back from the
or computer screen.

Extremely low frequency

fields (ELF) that one ma
across in ones

allowin
as list

in the way proposed.

High tension electric trans-

mission lines : Strung along
high towers, these lines carry
large amounts of electricity
over long distances. Homes,
schools
should not be built anywhere
near them.

Electric distribution lines :

This is the kind that carry

electric current down local

streets. Undoubtedly thﬂ' &frr
all

erate fields less
those from transmission lines.

But distribution wires, it is ob-

served. are much closer to
most homes. In our country,
PDB or
ing of ting the lines.

Video-displa
People spend whole workdays
close to computer screens.
They

should apply for TVs.
Bedside appliances :

continuously. They

from the head.
Other appliances : Shavers.

hair dryers. microwave ovens

all generate powerful fields
and
use them for only short peri-
ods of time.

the National

ay-to-Qay life
ex ure to hazards,
l'xeF;'. can be tackled

and . playgrounds

B can think of bury-
terminals :

should stay 75 cm (30
inches) from the front and 90
and cm (3 fi) from the sides
and back. The same rules

Elec-
tric clocks and fans usually run
should be
kept at least 75 cm (30 inch)

le should be careful to

THE NATIONAL THEATRE

A Long-awaited Dream
Comes True

N September 1, 1974,
the Bangladesh Shilpa-
kala Academy (BSA) held

its first assembly and the idea '

of constructihg & national
theatre at the courtyard of BSA
was conceived. It was propo-
sed that an open compound
along with a small theatre
should be built with the
limited money the academy
could provide. Until now the
idea of creating a separate
arena entirely devoted to
drama has either been sup-

e AR
et e

e

pressed or merely ignored. But
at the inauguration of "The Na-
tional Drama Festival — '91"
the Prime Minister gave the
go-ahead for the construction.

On December 28, 1995, the
Prime Minister laid down the
foundation at the back of the
BSA. After twenty-one years,
the long-awaited e tations
of the artistes of this country
to have their own to have
modern theatre had finally
materialised. With the objec-
tive of getting innovative ideas
ol specialists from the Finance
Ministry, Planning Commis-
sion, consulting firms were
sent to Hong Kong. South Ko-
rea and the Philippines says S
M Mohsin. Director of the
Dramatic Arts Department
(DAD) and a member of that
delegation later. the model for
the theatre was designed by
Prokolpo Upadeshta Ltd. The
building which has been tar-

by SMS Joya

geted for completion within 5
ears has been designed to
ave a main theatre hall con-

sisted of 750 seats coupled

with a 300-seated convertible
hall. The main hall will be in
the form of a conventional
proscenium for general use
with the hecessary amenities.
The convertible hall will be
built like an open-thrust the-
atre hall so that it can be in-
terchanged accordingly. Basi-
cally. the hall is designed to be
experimentally converted into

o ‘“j‘.n
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Drawing of the National Theatre

cdifferent forms to cater to the

demands of playwrights and
directors.

Consisting of an area of
1.04.000 sq ft the construc-
tion of the building will be car-
ried out in two phases. A
three-storeyed building of.

'50.000 sqg ft will be erected in

the first phase and expected to
be completed by mid-'98. It
will comprise of the main hall,
the convertible hall with a
power sub-station. VIP room,
lounge, booking office, stage
implements, light arrange-
ments. sound controls partly
with a dressing room and a
furniture store-room etc. The
construction of the first-phase
is estimated to cost Tk 20
Crore.

On the second
other four-storeyed building of
58.000 sq . will be built on
top of that. This part will pro-

hase, an-

vide ﬁ]::r the main hall (down-
stairs) with lighting arr -
ments. snund-rmnnugula, ﬁ:
implements. acoustics, sittin
arrangements along wltg
rooms for administrative and

" technical work. Dressing, the-

atre museum, library, seminar
hall, training, conference, fit-
ness. rehearsal rooms, audio-
video and phntngiaphy labs,
inquiries, and a lounge will
also be tncluclllﬂd. Moreover, an
open-air amphitheatre is going
to be built in the cmhyn.rtf.

There are many reasons
why the building of the Na-
tional Theatre which is ex-
pected to be completed by the
year 2000 is so welcome. The
modernised configuration of
the theatre will significantly
enhance the development of
drama in terms of advanced
technical support. With the
greater ﬂcxibiﬁ?y allowed by
the modern get up. playrights
and directors will have more
freedom in their work. With
modern facilities the theatre is
targeted to become a centre of
reconciliation for drama-stu-
dents and artistes from all
walks of life. Provided the
building is everything it
promises to be the National

Theatre will play an important
role in bringing theatre to in-
ternational standards and en-
couraging artistes to take
drama as a profession.

A Smile on the Face of the Tiger

Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad is taking

no chances. While keeping his

foot on the economic accelerator, he has launched a friendliness campaign to
strengthen relations between the country's diverse peoples.
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Kgha VW Malaysian milestones

1963: Malaysia formed by addition of Singapore, Sabah and Sarawak

1965 Singapore expelied, becomes Independent
1969 Rioting against ethnic Chinese.

suspended: 2-yesr rule by Nationsl Operations Council

1970: ‘New sconomic policy’ designed 1o give Malays more economic power
1989 Malayan Communist Party formaily gives up struggle r

B:‘yrhnlugirnl burden on the
mipytras, which was some-
limes played on
Bumiputras,. that

the non-
were it

Parllamentary system
1982: Mahathir Mohamad becomaes Prime Minister
Muslim Malays and some meant to do. e
indigenou in Sabah “The Malays today have a
and Sara . : govérmment greater conﬁ.dtnct in their
enshrined pro- ability than. say. 15 years ago."

says Dr Aznam Yusol,

Bumipuira policies the
constitution

unfair Lo non-Bumis.
accomplished what

cies tent]
The polic "tnthe;
they were

deputy director-general of the
institute of Strategic and In-
ternational Studies.

“Then there was a deep

proved they are capable. We
are to the best universd-
ties in the world and have

r:pohi:nrunduﬁutr., ' .
“But now alays have

made at strides in business,
ard” abelition of pro-Bu-
miputra policies is crucial if
Malays are to have a full sense
of pride and sell-respect. How
can you do that if vou've been
on crutches all your life?”

Despite the economic
catch-up policy. Mahathir said
in January in a guestion-and-
answer session on the Internet
— the international computer
link-up — that his biggest dis-
appointment was that Bumipu-
(ras have not yet been able to
catch up in terms of economic
prosperity

And prosperity — for all —
is now the main target. With
annual growtH rate of mo
than rtﬁ t per cent for the
past eight years. the economy
seems to be on track and is
one of southeast Asia's junior
“Tigers” The capital. Kuala
Lumpur offers. spectacular
physical evidence of growth: a
new state-of-the art airport, a
new administrative centre for
the government and facilities
for the 1998 Commonwealth
Games.

. The country's Vision 2020
drive. usually reported as a
target date for Malaysia to be-
come a fully developed nation,
has another goal. too. When
Mahathir launched it in 1991
it called for a "fully united
Malaysian nation with a sense
of common and shared des:
tiny. a nation that is at peace
with Itsell, territorially and
ethnically integrated, lving in
harmony and full and fair part-
nership.”

Epcnklag at the first Inter-
national Malaysian Students
Conference a lew years later.
he developed that theme:
‘Whatever is done by the pre-
sent generation, we are laying
the loundation and perhaps
the first few floors. It is you of
the Wawasan (Vision 2020)
generation who must be the
principal builders, the princi-

al mowvers and shakers of

alaysia in the first half of the
21st century.”

By linking unity with
I:n . Mahathir was -
ng as much to the to
stay together as he was (o for-
eign investors to put money
into the country. He was also
careful to take of "unity with-
out uniformity”

That is also why he now -

feels the need to launch the
new friendliness drive. Aimed
al making Malaysian society
‘more stable, closer and pro-
ductive”, the campaign in
called MESRA. an acronym for
the Malay words for consensus.
warm relations. friendship.
le and closeness.

i may be little more than,
literally. public relations, but it
demonstrates that maintaining
social cohesion is still a major
CONCern.

At the moment, it looks as
though Malaysia may have got
fhe formula right ng the
nation her but giving its

le breathing space. The
{eﬂ will come when growth
slows. It is a test this once-

SINGAPORE

It's Official :

We're Rich!

Tiny Singapore 1s now officially in the eco-
nomic Bigz League, but its leaders are still
cautious about the future, Kunda Dixit of
Inter Press Service reports from Singapore

N January 1. the Ijrgn-
nisation for Economic
& ation and Deve-

lopment (OECD] officially
recognised Singapure as a
Developed Country. "So what is
new?” would be the res s€
of many visitors to this uent
city-state '

Singapore marked its 30th
anniversary of statehood in
1925 It ¢plit from Mzalaysia in
1965 — an event that put the
country on the Inum:hing pad
for economic Hft off ince
then, Singapore's annual per
capita income has soared 20-
fold to US 823,000

The country s today the
second richest pnation in Asia
alter Japan. and a role-model
for many of its neighbours.

The architect of this eco:
nomic miracle is Lee Kuan Yew
who, until November 1990,
was Si re's prime minis
ter mﬂ“ﬂ‘l’“ office to his
protege Goh C Tong. Lee —
now a senlor minister — still
exerts a strong influence in
the running of country's af-
fairs.

And having put Singapore
firmly at the communications.,
irading and financial hub of
East Asia — the fastest growing
region in the world — Lee's
next l is to mnake Singapore
the Switzerland of Asia The
QECD's reclassification is offi-
cial recognition that tiny Sin-

Elpnr: is nnr in the Big

' becoming the 26th
member of the club of indus-
irialised nations, Singapore
will in 1996 host the first full-
Nedged summit of the Géneva-
based World Trade Organisa-
ton Wﬂ —-— lh:I SUCCEsSOor

to General Agreement
on fis and Trade (GATT)

The country is also ‘a driving
force behind next vyear's

planned summit of European
and East Asian leaders in
Thailand.

Since independence, and
up until 1990. Singapore's
economy has for the most part
zoomed at 8.5 per cent growth
a year. In' 1994, growth
touched 10 per cent. and this
year, brisk international com-
puter sales indicates even fur-
ther improvement.

Slnfagort. with a p;?ula-
tion o 7 million, produces
nearly half of the world's total
output of hard disk drives. and
is the largest manufacturer of
computer sound cards and
semi-conductors.

Still. Singapore's leaders
are a cautious lot. forever
warning citizens not to be
complacent and reminding
them of the fragile ground on
which their tiny country has

been built. They cite the ex-
ample of the 1985 recession

-that exposed the counilry's
economic wvulnerability to ex-
ternal factors.
Gﬂhhj rmhtt said Si
woukd not ~ a r
to celebrate the t:'nurrllﬂ 'lpiﬂtt?
vation to rich nation ;
The restraint is uniform.
Lee's son and one-time -
apparent. Deputy Prime M
ter Lee Hsien Loong. often
tells Singaporeans they have to
be conscious that things could

“.!anﬁrvtr 'i-wnurlhlt eco-

nomic prospects may nﬂpelr.
circumstances can change
suddenly.. we must be pre-
pared for temporary setbacks,
gt indeed,
evelopments,”
cent meeti here.
Lee said Singapore still
needs (o cafich up with its
economic mentors — Japan
and Switzerland — in the arcas
of higher education, skills

told a re-

l:ﬂllz unexpected '
L

=

training and investments
abroad.

Singa 's success has also
btenntgenﬂgr;td by the stro
debate this year that fﬂiiow:ﬁ
the publication of an article by
economist Paul Klugman in the
‘Foreign Affairs Journal' that
East Asian growth is mainly
due to labour and capital In-
puts — and not improvement
in productivity.

Klugman took Singapore as
a case study and said that its
experiment could not be repli-
cated.

Singapore's foreign invest-
ment-led growth is dominated
by transnational companies
and local state-run monopo-
lies, Klugman wrote. adding
his now-famous line : "The

miiracle turms out to be based

~ on perspiration rather than on

inspiration.”

aced with limits to its do-
mestic growth, Singapore is
increasingiy using [oreign
markets as a prop: going the
way the Taiwanese and Kore-
ans went boldly before. Singa-
porean companies’ invest-
ments abroad shot past the US
835 billion mark in 1]994. ang
continues to in leaps an

grow

Previously, Indonesia was
the main target for investors,
but Lee's pet projects close to
Sh al have seen China take
over that top slot. Goh, mean-
while, has been forays
into India. while the country
invested US §272 million in
Burma in 1994, being the main
investor in that country.

Still, some critics say the

ment has proceeded too

cautiously, and this may have
resulted in missing out in
some lucrative contracls
abroad.

In the words of some busi-
nessmen, government controls

have indeed stilled creativity.
What is lacking. said one. is
that “killer instinet” that |is
characteristic of Chinese busi-
nessmen from Hong Koag or
Talwan.

Away from economics, Lee
is a leading proponent of Asian
Values, hitting out at any West-
ern atiempts to foist demo-

eratic and human rights rules
on the : -

For standing 1ip to the West,
Singapore is in high es-
teem by almost all of its East
Asian bours. So that while
the 19 :l Il;ln :rng EUI US
teenager Michael Fay lor van-
dalism may have given Singa-

¢ bad press in the West. in

ia most nodded their heads
in admiration.

But last year. Singapore
R:Ehed one of its neighbours

WTONng wa a similar ap-
plication of l{nbyﬂgid ruln..?t
convicted a Filipino domestic
worker for m a four-
sitter

ts look at the
freedom in Tail-
elections, and '
the dramatit trials of lormer



