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| Article

Why the World Needs
Both the White
Knight and the

Excalibur
Column: Enchiridion
by Waliur Rahman
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- Focus

Cancer from electn-
city— a cause of con-
cern for hi-tech coun-
tries; National thea-
tre—a long-awaited
dréam comes true; '
and A smile on the
face of the Tiger
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International

No-confidence motiori
against Rao in
. parliament today

Croatia accuses Bos-
nian army of uncon--

Farmers in N-dists accuse
dealers of seiling fertiliser
on the black market
Euro auto firms seek
‘more liberal Indian
¥ .
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NEWS BRIEFS

Businessman shot
dead in Ctg
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 25 A
businessman wap shot dead
last nmight at W Ch
village under Boalkhali thana
Police sald Baktiar. 25 was
killed by armed terrorists
after returni home from his

.lmﬁ,:l Boxirhat in the city as
he ped the police arrest lo-
cal masiaans

Police recovered the body
today However none was ar-

rested so far.
Attack on Inquilab
A group of youths huried 1
bombs fired shots at the
Banani residence of Daily In-
guilab Editor AM M Bahauddin
vesterday. Witnesses said about
five youths from a white pri-
vale car fired shois and huried
bombs at the editor's
residence at 10 pm. Po-

lice rashed to the spot but
colild mot trace the car. re-

ports UNB.

Courts in Dhaka and Ra-
jshahi came under bomb at-
tac? and over 200 people in-
cluding 8 policemen were in-

in other incidents of vio-
ence as

position activists
clashed wit

police and ruling
party ?.1 rters in different
o

parts € country yvesterday.
the second day of the Opposi-.
tion-called 3-day non-coopera-
tion programme.

Normal life remained paral-
ysed and communications
sna while the Opposition
activists  staged militant
demonstrations demanding
dismissal of the "illegal" gov-

PHALGUN 14 1402 BS,

.By St:aff.Currespnndent

ernment. cancellation of the
February 15 polls and fresh
election upder a caretaker
government.

The angry activisis clashed
with police while damaging
railway signal and other pmﬁr
erty -at Tongi, set fire to the
TNO office at Dhunot in Bogra,

" attacked the TNO and BNP of-

fices at Kazipur in Sirajgani
and banks at Barisal. A 6-hour
hartal has been  called at
Barisal town for today in
rotest nst arrest of some
pposition leaders.

In the capital. Opposition
activists hurled several bombs

S —— e m———

| 200 h trt (luring non-ceoperation W o
Courts attacked, rly | '@

inside the premises of the
Session Judge's court and
clashed with police at Banga-
bandhu Avenue. Jatrabari,
Demra and Mohakhali. Police
fired rubber bullets and lobbed
team gas shells leaving at least

25 ple.

8:3.'.* Amanullah. a shop-
owner. was injured with bullet
in a cross-fire between
Opposition and ruling party
activists at Jatrabari.

Ten of the injured. includ-
ing Amanullah were admitted
to the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital, -

See Page 12 Col 4
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Pickets hurled bombs during clashes with police in Tongi yesterday.
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Nasim, Moudud,

Manju sent

%

- to jail

d By Staff Correspondent

The police hunt for the
leaders of tl}'u: mlainstrcar'n op-
tion itical parties con-
iijrnﬂmwd meﬂ the nccnﬂdp day yes-
terday.

Police looked for Amir Hos-
sain Amu, AL presidium mem-
ber at his city residence yes-
terday and his wife said that

ice also produced orders

his arrest and detention.

Earlier. late Saturday night
Awami League or s€C-
retary Moham Nasim and
Jativa Party leaders Moudud
Ahmed and Anwar Hossain
Manju were arrested under

_ mm::*ﬂ And they

ely senf to the

Dhaka Central Jail on 30-day
Matiya Chowdh i

E a ury was also

picked up by police on Satur-

cday from iIn f[ront of -the

h Secretariat during

the Oppeosition programme

and put under detention for 30

days on the same day.
Raids were also carried out
al the residences of AL leaders

Tofael Ahmed. Abdur Razzak
and Suranjit Sen Gupta Satur-
day night. None of them were,
however. arrested till [iling of
Lhils report late last night. :
Police sources said that the
raids carried out by intelli-
gence agencies were assisted
la' the personnels of the Dhaka
etropolitan Police.
Meanwhile. when con-
tacted, many leaders of the
Opposition were not available
at their residences till late )ast
night apprehending arrest
Talking to The Daily Star
st n;ﬂﬂl wife of Nasim said

th pelice in umn
to their Dhanmondi residence
and rh:k:d up her husband
s ng a 30-day detention
order,

Wife of Moudud Ahmed said

olice cordoned-off their

use and protduced a deten-
tion order before picking up
her husband at around 1:15 am
Sunday.

See Page 12 col 6
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*across (he country during

Hasina condemns
arrests of

Nasim,Matiya

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina yesterday condemned

the arrests ol two party stal-
warts and police raids on the
houses of several others.

In a statement, Hasina said
the ruling party has resorted
to arrests and assassinations of
opposition political workers in
its bid to n‘:l'l;% to power.

She said Mohammad Nasim
and Matia Showdhury were ar-
rested while the residences of
Amir Hossain Amu, Abdur Raz-
zak. Tofael Ahmed, Suranijit
Sengupta searched.

She accused the ern-
ment of violating e 65 (2
and (3) of the Constitution and
Pﬂimtl?n nu thntl the ruling
party has its
unilaterally huldmft:m
ary 15 parliamentary
tions.

The AL president said the
armed. of the BNP have
métackedy _

elec-

peaceful
‘movement.

"Now the only way out of
the crisis is the immediate
resignation of the BNP gov-
ernment and a fresh polls
within 90 days under the
residual power of the Presi-
dent.” she added.

Sce Page 12 Col 2
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Neil Fawrbrother (grounded) of England makes
duning their Group B World Cup ericket match at Rawalpindi y

Pakistan take on

Holland today

Sports Reporter

Abduli Qayyum claimed that |
agents rdm India's secret
service had planied the mine.
which exploded in the village
of Sohana Saturday. reports

new-ball partner W
who

champions Pak-
istan. fresh their impres-
sive slart the United

Arab Emirates, will take on
Holland in yet another un-

the
Gaddafi Stadium. Lahore today

balanced encounter of
Wills Werld Cup at the

The world champions, who

showed signs of

improvement
in fielding in their

mm UAE
mﬁztmmwm
anmm-mjm
formance against

land with their skipper Wasim

Akram spearheading the at-
tack

looking for a repeat :
Babes -

On the otherhand. Akram s
Younis.

1o over-

appeared
come his chronic back-pain

that kept the ster out of
the last World Cup. is expected
to relieve his regputation as
the most dre fiddle with
his skipper. Not to mention
the Aike ib Javed,
the unsung hero of Pakistan.
With everyone keenly
awaiting te see the master

batsmen in the world, Javed
Miandad. who eamed the rare
dimwnctmnﬂd Ln{ mak.i“u all the
six Wo ups. pefull
be able to appear with the ha};
provided that Pakistan win the
toss and decide to bat first.

Besides. -spinner Mush -
tag Ahmed. won the man-
of-the-match award in Pakis-
tan's first maich st UAE
for his magical of 7-0-17-
3 in the rain- uced 33-over-
a-side affair will be a
treat to watch on a typical
subcontinental wicket

lcrdd‘l'm-lﬂ
cover match live at 10 am

See Page 12 Col 3

an abortive atte

mpt to run ant odes
— AFP/UNB photo

esterday. (Details on Page 10).

Forex reserve down, food
import & inflation up

By R M Titumir and Inam Ahmed

The country's foreign ex-
change reserve continued to
decline in the first six months
of the current fiscal year while
the food impoft bill and infla-
tion rate increased.

According to Bangladesh
Bank (BB) statistics till January
14 of the current fiscal {1995-
96). domestic credit climbed
up by Tk 2158.87 crore or
5.98 per cent while it had
drogpcd by Tk 220.57 crore
or 0.72 per cent duri the
E:g‘r:upunding period of 1994

Government beorrowing
from the £ system in-
creased by Tk 114.15 crore or
F-12 per cent du the pe-
riod while it had plummeted
by Tk 923 crare or 9.49 per

| tent over ¢he same period of

A0 e sector credit
ifscreased by Tk 2044.72 crore
or 7.89 per cent as against Tk
702.43 crore or 3.35 cent
during the same period of last
Year.

According to latest central
bank provi al estimate, the
excess liquidity of the coun-
try’'s commercial banks stood
at Tk 1381.82 crore which is
3.66 per cent lower than that

"'-'—."‘

of the June 29, 1995 position.
During the month af
September. the industrial pro-
duction indices dtcr:n&:dp by
6.16 per cent and stood at
271.81. In contrast. the
indices in September last
escalated by 4.10 per cent. .
The country's foreign ex-
change reserves stood at 2.24
billion US dollar, equivalent to
four months import. The
amount was at a peak of 34
billion dollars in April, 1995.
Economists apprehend .that

government borrowing figure °

may increase further as sub-
stantial u rd revisions have
mb?lcn made Lo the food import
According o the Rice Situa-
ton U
fural

than the poor crop in the pre-
vious year. and a postpone-
ment of anticipated deliveries
in December 1995 to the cur-
rent year, the country's food
imports in 1996 are expected
to remain high.
Reflecting thesé new de-
velopments, the FAO's forecast
for Bangladesh's import was
raised to 1.6 million tonnes.

ate of the Food and

.'p;ricu Organisation pressure.

(00 e g s ocomis

season is tonsiie ] adjust
pressu

which would be about G.8 mil-
lion tonnes more than the im-
ports of 1995,

Official figures piaced infla-
tion at 5.77 per cent in
September, but it may have
underestimated the real rate of
inflation. economists point out.
With food accounting for about
60 per cent of the price index
they estimate that the inflation
rale is running at around 8.0 to
9.0 per cent and additional
expenditure during the elec-
tion may fuel more inflation.

Broad money supply %nwth
continued and was up by Tk
:—gﬁgsﬂﬁ crore till January 14,

Banks have increased inter-
esl rates to contain monetary
Accordin

g to
thong further
at, ah&urﬁhary

res look set to continue.
interbank call money rate
shot up by 14 per cent in mid-
February mainly due to heavy
withdrawals by the govern-
ment and non-availability of
rediscount facility for the
commercial banks from the
central bank, according to a
money market analyst with a
foreign bank.

i Emeka's fresh

" MOVE

Commonwealth Secretary
General Chief Emeka Anyaoku
sent letters to Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia and Awami League
President Sheikh Hasina with
an offer to mediate between
the two for resolving the coun-

try's de ing political crisis.
reports UNB.

BBC In its late night news
quoted a source at the Com-

monwealth headquarters as a
saying that E a had once
again offered his office to
end the staggerin litical
stalemate in ;

Sir Ninian Stephen, former
Govergor General of Australia,
came (o Dhaka as a special en-
voy of the Commonwealth Sec-
retary General in 1994 and
made an a ive attempt to
resolve the crisis throu
ernment-opposition dia :

Mannan Bhuiyan

- acting BNP SG

By Staff Correspondent
No firm decision has yet
been taken for a change In the
posi of Secretary General of
the r BNP. informed party
sources sald last night.
Earlier, it was speculated in

Seg Page 12 col 5

US Congressman meets
Khaleda, Hasina today

US Congressman Bill Ri-
chardson arrived here yes-
terday afternoon to discuss the
current political situation with
leaders to help Bangladesh re-
solve its political impasse. re-
ports UNB, -

A Democrat lawmaker. he

1 is on the last leg of his visit to

some countries in Asia and Eu-

rug.rmﬂisruu US policy on
ditferent issues. His last port of
call was Kathmandu, Nepal.

is due to meel
Prime Minister m Khaleda
Zia and Awami ue chief
Sheikh Hasina and other oppo-
sition leaders today

He told reporters at the Zia
International Airport that he
would discuss Bangladesh's
current political situation with
both government and opposi-
tion leaders

When “ asked if he would
mediate in resolving Bangla-
desh's na political pro-
blems. Richardson said: "1 will
have a first hand knowledge of
the situation. . | will express
my views | will have a

s :
!il's now immature to tell

anything about it,” he told an-

Richardson

other questioner who asked
aboul the agenda of his talks
with politicians.

But the US lawmaker, who
will report back to Congress
on Bangladesh, made it clear
that the problems here will
have to be solved by the people
and the leaders of the country.

"Bangladesh is an important
count and we are curious
about it.,” said Richardson, who
is visiting Bangladesh for the
first time.

The US Congressman, who
was in Pakistan and India, said
that in Kashmir he had dis-
cussed with the local leaders
the "hostage issue” and human-
itarian aspects of the situation
in the troubled valley. "One of
the hostages is American.” he
said. '

Director General of the
American Desk at the Ministry
of Forei Affairs Ashrafud-
doula, who greeted Richardson
at ZIA, described the visit as

A tant.”

rlr hoped that it would fur-
ther strengthen the Dhaka-
Washington relations.

(ur Staflf Correspondent
ackls: Bill Richardson will also

See Page 12 Col 3
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N'ganj Jubo Dal

factions clash:
50 injured

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Feb 25: M
least 50 persons, including
two ice constables, were in-

in a gunbattie between
two rival

when
the Renu
group attacked a meeting in

See Page 12 Col 8
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23 killed as bomb goes

off 1n Jerusalem bus

JERUSALEM., Feb 25
Twenty-six people were killed
teday and meore than 70
wounded in two bombings by
sus Islamic radicals in
Jerusalem and the southern
city of As . police said,

A total of 23 le were

urt when one mb exploded
in the middle of a crowded
Jerusalem bus during moming
rush hour, they said. It was the
deadliest single attack in Israel

A second bomb attack
a group of soldiers
outside
e S -
Police d the dead could
include two suicide bombers,
:jl: they had yet to confirm
A caller to Israel Radio
claimed the Islamic resistance
movemen! Hamas was respon-
sible for the two blasts.

since 1978,

Israel Radio's Arabic-lan-
guage service said the caller
claimed the explosions were
carried out by the Hamas Qas-
sam brigades on the 50th-day
anniversary of the killi of
master bombmak Yahya
Ayyash and the second an-
niversary of a Jewish settler's
massacre of 29 Palestinian
worshippers in Hebron.

Sunday's was the first sui-
cide bombing since an st
altack by Hamas In st
Jerusalem bus which killed

four !

In a to prevent further
attacks after Ramadan. lsrael
had sealed the West Bank and

Gaza Strip but IMted the clo-

theless | m-hm-ull

Mw preparing further at-
..

P"Frlmr Hlnhlel:' Simon
es suspended all negotia-
tions with the Palestinian au-
thority today afier the boamb-

ings
Israeli state radio reported

that Peres had inst Gen-
eral Oren Shahor, coordinator
of Israeli activities in the
Palestinian territories to sus

nd all talks with Yasser

t's Palestinian nulho:?v
It said Peres instructed all
his aides involved in talks to

freese them.

Shahor had already met
with Ahmed Korei, the main
Palestinian negotiator, Lo in-
form him of the decision.

Peres said
asked Arafat to cancel a visit

ldter the W
P G T

Arafat condemned the at-
tacks and said "It is not a mill-
. This is a terror-

(L] ation.” “l condemn it

and | condemn any
force ind . It Is neot
against only civilans but

against the whole peace pro-
cess.”

poned polls in Jdessore.2
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Polls results
No baron
piecemeal

gazette, says

Razzak Al

By Reaz Ahmad and
Mizan Ali

There is no legal or consti-
tutional compulsion for an-
nouncement of election results
of all the datiya Sangsad seats
in a single gazette notification.

Sheikh Razzak Ali, Speakei of

the 5th JS. told The Daily Star
yvesterda

He. {lnwcvf:r. could not

{ | confirm whether there.was any

precedence of making a
peacemeal gazelte notifica-
tions.

The Speaker also said that
there was no “legal bar in
forming a cabinet before the
first, session of the Jativa
Sangsad.” “Administering of
oath of MPs is a must for I:Eat 3

See Page 12 col 7

Results of 208
~JS seats
gazetted

The Election Commission
has declared the official results
of 208 constituencies, accord-
Ln;i :ﬂu aFggzctt: ggtiﬂﬂauun

ate ebru . reports
UNB. ; ary Zi po

But the gazette was made
available to the EC yesterday,
five days after its publication.

The Commission declared
results of 203 constituencies
til February 19.

Results of six other con-
stituencies are in the process
of gazette notification, EC
sources said. The constituen-
cies are: Comilla-7. Comilla-2.
Comilla-5. Thakurgaon-2. Di-
najpur-2 and Jamalpur-2,

e sources said the dates

lor repolling in 84 constituen-
cies would announced soon.
Elections in those con-

slituencies were postponed for
rigging and violence.

Elections were held in 298
constituencies, out of 300, on
February 15. The EC had post-

tituency following the death of
a candidate and in Gaibandhas |
due to a gourt injunction.

Cancel gazette
notification,
demands AL

By Staff Correspondent

Three top Awami League
leaders yesterday called on
Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Justice AKM Sadeque
and urged him to cancel the
gazetie notification on the
artial results of the 6th Jatiya
an sl;ld election announced
on February 20, sa that it
was llltr.-ga].-jr e

AL General Secretary Zillur
Rahman, Joint Secretary Gen-
eral Abdul Jalil, Information
and Research Secretary Pro-
fessor Abu Syed and Interna-
tional Affairs Secretary Abul
Hasan Chowdhury met the CEC
in his EC office at noon yester-

During the meeting, -the AL
Secretary General pointed out
that his party had already de-
manded the EC to cancel the

February 15 parliamentary
elections. meeting sources
said

He alleged that the BNP
government has announced
the gazette notification on a
piecemeal basis and published
it under back date which was
extra-constitutional, the
sources added.

Zillur Rahman demanded
the immediate cancellation of
the gazetie notification.

2 killed, one
stabbed in
city incidents

By DMCH Correspondent

An unidentified pedestrian
succumbed o injuries he re-
cetved from cutting of his ten-
dons by some lums in the
city last night

Hoodlums at Manik Mia's
Dhal of Hajaribagh cut the ten-
dons of the man, aged 35. He
died at the Dhaka Medical
Enﬂ:'ge Hospital.

wlur Rashid, 25, a sireet
vendor. also received bullet in-
jyries when he was caught in a
cross-fire at the same area.
Two s of local bullies were
locked in a gunfight there,

Meanwhile, an unidentified
ricksha ler. 40. was beaten
to death one Liton at Purba
Shah Alibagh at M vester-
:In]r afternoon. said Mirpur po-
ce.

Police said, Liton being en-
raged by his mother's receiv-
ing In s by the rickshaw
beat the rieckshawpuller who
died on the spot.

in another incident, a

of miscreants kidnapped
one Liton, 22, son of Mansur

Ali, from Kazi Para yesterday.

ﬂtnga‘. They demanded Tk.
50, as ransom for his re-

Later, thé kidnappers
stabbed Liton. He was admitted
to the DMCH in a critical con-
dition.

!F;.




