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"Transﬁ pomt at Tetuha
will boost trade’

Hmmdﬂwindlﬂhﬂhckﬁmhnchqnh

Local M
litical ludui M
say of a check pos
and point at Hnn.h

Blndhinﬁtuhlmldhmﬂ

Such a there would
make cross- trade with
Nepal and Bhutan easier be-

cause of ita strategic location,

“'ql’h.:!border with al is

only 18 kms away and that of
Bhutan 40 kms from Bangla

Bandh. e tl;c fum;.‘l;
tourist ]
spot bw-'v
The ts, during

their recent visit to Pancha-
garh and Tetulia talked to local
Politjt:nl leaders, loeal body
aders and cross section of
including businessmen.
check post and a transit
point is a long-felt demand of
the le of the area, they
told the ts.

The first proposal of a
check t at Bangla Bandh
was raised at the government
level in 1972

t . it

hmthrwdynrmdl-
llr.t i ue.cblmI lid
nt is ope »
Bandh Union Parishad
chatrman Naebul Islam.

Many tourists come here to
Croas tht border because

ICrm border trade with
Nepal and Bhutan will be

uﬂu'ln!nlﬂnllﬂlnultlnd
time lf such a facility |
u.ld Abdul hhhu

—_"Evervbedy |n the area will

Aid Club t6 rewew

Bangladesh Aid Grou
meeting scheduled to be hel
in Paris from -July 10 will
review the unfinished reform
gmgrnmmea affected by the

omestic political turmoil.
Economic lations Division

Secretary Lutfullahil Majid said

here terda
‘l‘n{:\"q to £55 at his office,

Lutfullahil Majid said that the
three-day Paris Aid Group
meeting would review the
overall achievements of the

economic reforms taken so far

in the country
said the

The ERD lﬁ:rctmw
meeting is also expected to
to

deal with the issues relating
further strengthening the pri-
vate sector and public adminis-
trat!iiﬂn rtfn::&u.

¢ pointed out that pove.-rl)lr
alleviation drive with ugecia
emphasis on women in devel-
opment would receive top at-
tention at the meeting.

Blast kills
one in city
By Staff Correspondent

One person was killed yes-
terday in a bomb explosion at
Tejkunipara under Tejgaon
thana in the city, accord to
police.

The victim, AH Ashraf, 55.
was critically injured when a
bomb went off at a garbage
dump near a boarding house at
Tejkunipara gt around noon.

Ashraf was immediately
rushed to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital, where he

" holding

succumbed to his injuries in-

the afternoon, hospital sources

unfinished reforms

Replying to a quﬂtlnn rl.-.-

§ate of the ‘schaduled meeting

as reported in a lactlon

press, the ERD llld
no such decision had been
taken to shift the group meet-

ing.

The decision regarding the
of 1996 tﬂhﬂl meet:lng
in July was taken
the present political tultlun

agreed

and the date ;gwerl:

upon 1995 ald meet

heldmhrhmmn e
“In that meeting it was

agreed upon between the

donors mdthmth: "".;,'E
government that 1

froup m would be held
in July instead of to ghre
adequate time to the

ment to prepare for the IIII!."I‘.
ing after th: al election

and the forma of the new'
government, Majid said.
The dates were later recon-
1::::n:rr'|'.ttngjlr thfﬁ:rwg:dm Grmlp
tor
d Hnl.nce
ister man's ﬂ:lt

to Wuh%un in October last
8 held in Feni

From Page 1

In Daganbhutyan, five
ple were mur& from d

ent parts of the thana on the
Op{romgm:i activists s
violen

protest, showed black
flag and threw home-made
bombs towards the motorcade
of the Prime Minister d

an elmtlnn tour to her

on February 7-8.

US Congressman due

From Page 1

look at Grameen Bank Ppro;
jects. But it now stands can-
celled in view of the Opposi-

tion agitation
‘he would now be meeting the

bank's chief Prof Yunus at its ©f the existing

head office in Mirpur. All his
other meetings are scheduled
for tomorrow.

The US Cung:usman is duu: Congreasman
tuarﬁveat-ﬂ.lvfmtuda from eral talks with

Kathmandu, ha
his itinerary of viuiting India
and Nepal dn his present tour
programme.

olitical observers are at-
tar: Im ance to the visit

the ngressman. They
feel that thl: US lawmaker
might urge both the govern-
ment and the major parties to
go for fresh initiatives for a ne-
gotiated settlement for over-
coming the present political
Hm 2 :

However, it was learnt from
knowledgeable sources that
the US Congressman ‘would
not be carrying any fresh pro-
posals from Washington but
would mainly sound out both
political sides about the US
government's continued con-
cern for understandifg and

democratic tolerance, avoiding be muugd

the path of violence and toler-
ance.

Congressman Richardson’
will carry back a first hand ap-
praisal of the conduct of
the February 15 polls as anal-
ysed by the local US emb
and the western diplomatic
community. He will also take

an updated view of the t-
el il o B Tk et f
the htghﬂ!t lll.l'ttl"! back in dent de ne ulung the
Wauhlngtun and the US release of two U from
Congress, the sources said. - the of . Koreans
An informed diplomatic and ting the rejease of
source noted ﬂ?t.tum Ui Con- m i ﬂl::led Mu:ilﬁ:
gressman's not
related to the post-polls deve Enddnm Hussein in Ju'z last
opments, as it was planned year. Besides he held a :
several weeks ahead of the nneting with ‘Burmese
elections, ggrf u Kyt in
Diplomatic observers, how-, Fcbma.ryl

ever, view Richardson's trip as
the first "Congressional con-
tact” that would have signifi-
cant bearing on su t US
initiatives about the local polit-
ical situation, where US am-
bassador David Merril], along
with envoys of several western

donor countries played a
"substantive role” to dcﬁ\;ne the

ammes and Visit is

Hunkmgoﬁciahltﬂmhlm-
iuu'yufwmmwdﬂn
Us C during the
to take keen
interest in an overview
tions between the two coun-
tries which are seen by Dhaka
"as ?u'yﬂrmnnd friendly." It

was also learnt that the
will have hﬂn:f—

t -

completed ° ficials on ecoriomic, hunlnm

and trade matters.

Bill Richardson will be 'mtt
ing the Grameen Bank head of-
fice tomorrow morning to
meet Prof Yunus and have an
updated view of its operations.
Talking to The Daily Star, ‘the
Grameen bank chief said that
Richardson had taken interest
in -the bank's operations for

other US C SSIMEeNn were
also due to come t er to
see the first but
had cancelled trip because
of ttich:: prevailing puﬂtlcal sit-
ua

Richardson was interested
in taking fleld trips to see
;nme Gmlglh ?rojcctl ;nnd'

ave an at bne
but these p s had to
ue to the pre- .
sent situation, Prof Yunus ln-
formed.

~_Bill Richardson has to his
credit some tmportant peliti-
cal trouble shooting on behalf
of his government which in-
cludes a five-hour meeting
with General Raul Cedras in
Haiti which laid the ground-

A leatling advocate of envi--

mlllﬂulﬂ he has been
a longtime su for bal-
the federal butiget

andhhmmwm
El:nfthem-tmliﬂc -

due.

to leave Dhaka for London to-
morrow late night.
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Mazar are famous.

Steve Palframan,

Para af Panchagarh town.

Mirza Golam Hafiz, law
tlulndpl.rl:l -ﬂ:
Hrtuidthe

rondu;tl at Panchagarh
Circuit ‘-House on February 2

that diplomatic efforts were on

to set up a transit point at
Bangla Bandh. "A tripartite
t the coun-

is needed,” had said.

"Although, Nepal and Bhutan
int i’ h

nterest in this regard.” he
added.

A number of ancient tem-
ples, mosques. tombs and
other sites are In the
area which are very attractive
to the foreign and local
tourists. Tourists from Europe
and America who visft Nepal,

Bhutan and D mld

also come here

hcdewbpad leuH.ﬁ:llld

the tourist spots in

Years il Bedmban ah
o

m“hundmd year uldlqﬁ'n

Pur Shi'ite

Kantazee and Hm ﬂllr

Rival trangpc;rt
workers clash in
Natore: 1 killed

From Our Correspondent

NATORE, Feb 24: A trans-
workers union leader was

and about 20 others in-
_jured in clashes between two

* rival ps at Potua Para and
lhnm.llmdthem

ﬂn victim, Hltlur Rahman
Mukta, 44, a former vice
dent of Paribahan Sramik
nion of Natore recetved knife
injuries a clash between
the rival Majnu and Gaszi
F'o- at Madrassah More, Po-
uat a at around noon, ac-

to witnesses,
injured Mukta. an
older of Majnu, later
succumbed to his uries at

the R;Jlshnhl Medical College

ﬂ: clash occurred as a se-
quel to an existing dispute
over union elections.

One seriously injured Ka-
mal, ‘17, who received bullet
wounds, and five others were
admitted to hospital.

Later, at around 7:30 pm,
activists of Majnu grou lt-
tacked Guu house at
khali. They and iet
ablaze merll 5 and
houses in the area. including
Gazi's attack, wit-
nesses said. At least 15 per-
sons m injured d‘uﬂng the

Hunﬂ:ﬂe.thelocﬂﬁm_

has claimed Mukta as
one of its activists and

glamed the BNP for his mur-
er. .
A dawn-to-dusk hartal has
been called for tomorrow in

| the town to protest the killing. -

DU teachers call
.to ensure .

all-party polls
By Staff Correspondent

Opne. hundred forty-four
::achera of Dhaka University,

a joint statement .
hoped that Pmmm
ensure the participation of all
political in the next
general election throu an

Endﬂ'ltandmgwtththe
tion

“Election is the best way to
form & government and the

democrl ¢ institution will be
: al :r the more polit-
C

the ltatm'nent said.
. The DU teachers said that
through the recent election

the country has overcome a
constitutional crisis which had
cme;‘ged dtl.’:cn t;nll uun by
tn tt: in it.
e prominent umni-
g tt:m:h:m who on
statement are: Dr.
H%]M Said-
ur-Rahman, Dr. Yu Haider,

Dr: thnmmad Khalilur Rah-
man. Dr. Mosleh Uddin
Ahmed, Dr. Mahmudu] Amin.
Dr. Obaedul Karim, Dr. Golam
Mowla, Siddigur Rahman
Nizami. Farid Uddin Ahmed,
Atiqur Rahman and Kamrul

an Chnwdlnn'y.

- World Cup

- From Page .
tomorrow's match because of
flu but pace bowler Fanie de
Villiers seems likely to make
his World Cup dcbut after

the. first two matches

th
wi lnlnkl:Boéug FHM
no hint whether mystery spin-

- ner Paul Adams would be

i it

TEAMS:
. England (from): Mike Ather-
ton (capt), Alec Stewart, Neil

Smith, Graeme Hick, Graham
'I"ho:g;l Neil Fairbrother, Ro-
bin ith, Jack Russell, De-

Reeve, Dominic Curk

'PhlIl Defreitas, Dairen

Rlchnrd lllingworth and Pttcr

Martin.

& B?tutlfﬁﬁ'tliu é&m}ﬁ

ronje (cap irsten,
B i

nan, Jacques mu. Jonty

» Rhodes, -Brian HcHIIlnn

Shaun Fnlilm:nk Pat S

ECAlg Malthiows: Alies

anie de Villiers a PI‘-LII

Adams.

Match um Steve Ran-
dell (Australia) and lan Robin-
o

tch referee: John Reid
(New Zealand).

|

pate in it," .

. shawpulfer.
" _The

‘reports: Thirteen

ecent drop

A procession in support of the uppomtmn 8 nun-cmperahon programme 1n the c:tyl Hotnhul

area yesterday.

- From Page |
demnnding dismissal of the

"illegal ment” cancella-
tion of “farcical” polls and
huldl nl‘ fruh elections

'ﬂ.?n amme, the

mo- country-
lulpenlion of rail-road-

-air and waterways communica-

tion. closure of courts. educa-
fional institutions. banks, In-

lurl.'nn:mﬂ the Secre-
tariat of other gov-

ernment, semi-government
and autonomous organisations
and Chittagong and Mongla
ports.

Awami activists held
l rally on t}:hln:“ :lfnld
lh::e and I;{!R II::J

mndtheﬁurﬂmlt.

hiutgd a number of cocktails
at around ):15 and a clash and
lcbaaelndmntu'chlaeﬂm

nc lol:gwd gas shells

to disperse the l.r:uvistl The
activists soon regrouped and
made lltl::l'npll at strippi Angl

some who esca
entered Secretariat. Police
picked up Matiya Chnvdhury
with two other women
leaders of AL from the Top-
khana road area. At this stage
police batoncharged on a
group of journalists who were
petforming their fessional
duties. Six were in-
jured in the incident. In an in-
stant reaction, the m:::.d

out a pmeewm

the Topkhana Road

One police official and a

~roadside ‘vendor were injured

in a cocktail blast there.
Two-bank officials were in-
ured when a cocktail was
near the head of
Janata Bank at Motijheel
around 10:30 am.
At Jatrabari clashes be-
tween the Opposition and rul-
lng party activists left at least

persons ured, one’ with
hﬂletnpdﬁ::ﬂthbomh‘
. ters at 8:30 am. Of

injured four were claimed
to be Jamaat activists while the
other was identified.-as a rick-

tion and ruling
I e 'hl.lﬂ clashed a}
i én a group o
yuuthridlngmtnrbg ﬂ:red
on a of Jattya party
at about 11:00 am. The proces-
sionists, led by JP leaders
Hmdud&hr;ﬁmdl(aﬂﬂ;far
Ahmed ran safety as ice
lunkadm | RO
tion activists also ex-

-ploded bombs and clashed

with police at Bangabandhu
Avenue, Sadarghat, F ate
and Gulistan. Police lobbed
tear gas shells to disperse the

activists.
Sammilita skritik Jote
held a rally in front of the

Jatiya Press Club to extend its
support to the Opposition pro-

. Our DMCH Correspondent
people were
to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital following in-
juries they received during the
agitation programme. the
injured six were journalists
who “were discharged after
first aid.
In
night -

ate statements last
president Sheikh

GENEVA, Feb 24: The cam-
paign is on to eliminate a 'dirty;
dozen' deadly egoliulanta bla-
med for reduced male fertility,
reports AP.

Twelve of the mnlt highly
toxic man-made chemicals,

as persistent organic

tants or POPs, are thought

ble for a 42 per

in male sperm:
‘etninits over the last 50 years.
They are also known to cause
cancer and contribute to many

other disecases. -

The UN's Economic Com-
mission for Europe, which
covers Europe, North America
and the Commonwealth of In-
dependent States, is prl:parirlg
three new protocols as part o
its Convention on Long-ran E
Transboundary Air Pollution.
hopes the protocols can hc
brought into force early next
century. i ’ |

The protocols will curb the
pollutants, reduce emissions of
nitrogen compounds and re-
lated substances from cars and
trucks and phase out the heavy
metals lead, mercury and
cadmium.

Lars Bjorkbom, chairman of

Hasina and JP Acting Chair-
man Mizanur Rahman Chowtd-
hury and Secretary General
Anwar Hussain Manju held
‘terrorists’ of ruling BNP re-
sponsible for attacks on op-
position leaders and workers
Attendance in government
offices was thin while private
offices. shops and market
places remained mostly closed.
Road and rail communica-
tion throughout the country
was severely disrupted as the
Opposition activists raised bar-
ricades at places. A train driver
was manhandled while
uprooted fish plates of rail

tracks.
M h-bcrﬂd B%lnka'
was ned av
E:P::" t due to barricade
erected by the itlon ac-
tivists. The driver of the train
was also manhandled.

Barricades were put up at
Islampur Bazar near J
Tarakandi bazar near Jamuna
fertiliser factory, Akhaura,
Hasanpur. Laksam, Naoti, Ab-
dullahpur, Parbatipur, Bona-

ara, Kaunia, Lalmonirhat,
ulna, Daulatpur and several
otherplaces.

Derailment of an engine of a
Mymen -bound passenger
train at B a also disrupted
communication between
Netrokona and Mymensingh.
Railtracks were also uprooted
near Gouripur station in My-
mensingh district.

Domestic and international
flights were however normal.

Our Staff Correspondent
from Chittagong reported that
activities at Chitt port
remained suspended and
trans tion ol goods to and
from the port city was dis-
rupted as trucks and lorries
stayed off the roads.

Our Khulna Cnrrenpmldent _

Teports that activities at
Mongla port was suspended
since yesterday morning.

Our Harayacéanj tnrre-
spondent reported that a
lice :unntable was uriuuuly
injured when a bomb was
huried by tion activists
on a police van patroll Son-
amia market under Siddirganj

lice station.

urled at Narayanganj Court
compound created panic
among the people.

Our correspondent from
Khulna report

position activists hurled bom
at varfous establishments in-
clading banks, insurance
companies and guvc;nmcnt of-
fices.
ﬂppus]tiun activlsts also

Turkish leaders
fail to form -
coalition govt

ANKARA, Feb 24: Turkish
leaders Mesut Yilmaz and
Necmettin Erbakan failed to
bfmt on setting up a right-

uslim cpalition government
after two hours of talks here
today, Yilmaz said, reports AFP.

Yilmaz, leader of the con-
servative Motherland Party,
said the talks with Erbakan's

ro-Islamic Welfare Party had .
Fil:ﬂ due to serious diﬂ'cr—

ences.

‘Dirty dozen’ may be phased
out in face of campaign

said
agreed
pmtucnl S

ECE's negotiating group,
- 28 ECPE countries ir
that work on Lhe

should begin after a week of
talks.

Persistent organic pollu-,
tants inciude ticides such
as DDT, toxaphene, chiprdane
and indus chemicals prod-
ucts ke PCBsa. They cannet be
eradicated but are blown
across national borders by
wind and end up in the food
chain and water supplies.

A recent study the US
Academy of Sciences shows
that the pollutants are respon-
sible for more than 20,000
cancers in the United States
alone.

Polar regions have been
particularly badly hit. POPs ac-
cumulate in the large after de-

‘posits of seals, whales and

other arctic animals hunted by
the native Inuit peoples. As a
consequence, the Inuits have
dangerously high levels of the
pollutants in their bodies
"Inuits have been advised by
their orgahisations they cannot
safely eat seal meat larger than
the size of a lump of sugar per
week,” sald ECE environmen

pickets

Two bombs

that over two
~ hundred JCD activists stormed

the district AL office while ugm

_*—-Stlrphota

A N on-cooperation: 100 hurt

locked (he offices -l:rl' tht
trict Collectorate and

visional Commissioner
Khulna

In Rajshahi une nn

lice man was |

two powerful ha humbu were

hurled inside the radio station.
At least 10 people were in-

jured as o

elted stones at a launch at
wkhall in Pirojpur riverport

Di-

erday.

UNB adds from Comilla:
Oppositlon activists halted
thrcr intercity at Lak-

sam and fuﬂ:ed railway em-
Eluym out of Shashidal station
ere today.

Railwn}r sources said - pick-
ets entered Sahshidal station

and com its 'ﬂw
" to leave tm L8

am. Th later phutl their
work uﬂc['y police escort
thttugur’ -bound

"Hqullmagar 'I.Il'lm was

at Laksam at'1 pm as pickets
put up barricades on rail
tracks at Hassanpur and Naott.
The train returned to Dhaka at

3:30 pm. :
"Upakul” , the Noakhalf-
bound express  train from
Dhaka, waa at Laksam
statign at 2 pm and it came

baclI}‘c Eﬂdﬂhdke l'tt;m:- hours later.
sides -bound
Paharika train mk

Sylhet at 4 pm after mm;-

stranded at hkllm for more
than an hour. :

was exploded at the main
office ln the town Illd
telephone Hnnl PCO office

were cut off by oppoutlnn ac-
Uvists. |
Sons-in-law
From Page 1
the announcement said.

There were several Itlll:k |

ers wounded, it added, without
giving a specific number.

Jordan's Prime Minister to- |
_day called the killing a 'pré-

planmed murder.

Prime Minister Abdul Karim
Kabarit! sto pod short of di-
rectly accu

Saddam Hulnclnuﬂf involve-
ment Friday’'s shootings.

But Hahaﬁunaid.lwdanm.

upset with kﬂl.lng; be-
Eiausc hthe dcf:'l:turtlh “were

ven the impression that they
would be safe and that they
were pardoned.” -

AFP adds: Saddam ordered
the execution of the defec-
tors, opposition members said
today denying an official Iragi
account that their own rela-
tives killed them:

‘Hussein Kamel was liqui-
dated after having been inter-
rogated continuously
arrival in Baghdad on Tuesday,'
said General Wafic Samarrai, a

former Iraqi intelligence chjef -

who defected to
1994

Syria in

T totally rule out that Gen-
eral Kamel, his father and two
brothers were killed by their
family,' said Meshaan Juburi, a
Sunni: opposition member
who fled Iraq around six years
ago. ;

Samarral added that there
"is no Majid clan to speak of.
It's a small family made up eof

Saddam Husseln's cousins who

all have positions of responsi-

®  bility,”

tal chief Lars Nordberg. But
anging their diet would
ngc their whole patiern of
life and culture.
Traffic pollution is also a
‘killer. )
Experts have calculated that

air poisoned mainly by car and
truck fumes makes living in

cities between 10 and 100

times more dangerous than
working in the radioactive en-
wironments of nuclear power

plants

A recent study found that
city smog 1s killing 350 people
a year in the Paris region
alone

Bjorkbom said the biggest

threat to the campaign could

come from interest groups like
transport and agricultural sec-
tors lonking to protect profits.

Transport is totally mar
ried to explosive nes. They
could be a4 formidable foe
against us  he said,

Technic al changes such as
universal isage of catalyzers
wont help he stresses.

‘We rnieedd to have structural
changes 1m0 nur whole mnde of
transporting ourselves and that
is the real ditficulty.” he said

of

tion activists

President’

i

since his

—

i

I between

l pital

_the

Khalilur
Hossain

FARIDPUR. Feb 24: The official residenc
Carmmissioner of Faridpur, ASM Abdul

under bomb attack tonight, official sources said.

DHAKA SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 1996

e of the Deputy
Haq Chowdhury. came
said

some miscreants hurled two to three bombs on the buil
at around 11:30 pm and the attackers could not be idmt.lﬂ

reports BSS.

Benazir denies obtaining
N-technology from China

KARACHI, Feb 24: Pakistaai
Prime Minister Bénazir Bhutto
today denied obtaining nuclear
weapons technology from- Chi-
na. saying the real threat to
non-proliferation - stemmed

| from India, reports AFP. *

at the Pakistan
Institute of International Af-
fairs here, Benazir dismissed
reported US intelligence
claims that China suppled her

¢, klllegl, 50 hurt
as rnivals clash
in Habiganj

HABIGANJ. Feb 24: Two

Speakin

" brothers were killed and some

50. Ecnple were injured in a
between two rival
at Passhchimbag villa
Ajmirigﬂnj thana in the
ay, reports UNB.
ﬂccurding to witnésses,
| both the groups used lethal
m;mnu and traded gunshots
during the two-hour clash in
which the two brothers Al
Hossain, 55, and Hanif, Mia,
50, hit by bullets. died on the

of
trict

Police said the clash
erupted centering a dispute
the supporters of
former UP chairman Ali Amzad
Talukdar and Nur Alam of the
gn e on a inttng an Imam
id-ul- tion.
The disput: developed on
Eid diy, but the villagers pre-
vented both the groups from
confrontation by appoint-
ing a third Imam.
The bloody clash began
after the Eidda}runl"ﬂd.a as a
backlash of the dispute, when

| Noni Talukdar, Hcphew of All

Amzad Talukdar was allegedly
beaten up by their rivals.

The injured were admitted
to-different hospitals of the
district. Tense situation was

I:rc\raﬂmhthc village follow- -

One dies as train
-smashes truck_

- 1n Sirajganj

!!HMGJ&HJ Feb 24:
mob ransacked Sirajganj bazar
station and attacked the office
and the residence of a
official today after a train
smashed a trm':k at the Cham-
rapatty level crossing, killing
one man and injuring three

le, reports UNB.

!ﬁm dead was identified as
Kabir Hossain, a contractor. He
was travelling by the truck.

Injured truck driver Faruk
and helper Babyl were admit-
ted at the Sirajganj Sadar Hos-

Officials said the accident
occurred at about 2:25 am as
the truck was pan_u!nﬁlt ugh
"the open gate of level
crossing between the Sirajganj
bazar and ghat

Railway authorities sus-
pended gate keeper Abuyl Hos-

sain, who was not present at
the gate at the time of acci-
dent. Police proceedings will
also be drawn a st Abul
Hossain, who has been ab-
sconding. -

Later. in the morning, the
mob ransacked the Sirajgan]
bazar station and attac the
office and the residence of a
sub-assistant cngim:er of the
station.

Appeal to extend
Bangla Academy
Boi Mela

. Publishers and owners of
different stalls at the Bangla

| Academy book fair have ap-

pealed to the authorities to ex-
tend the boi mela (book fair)
till the end of March. reports
BSS.

About six hundred publish-
ers and stall owners in a joint
statement said that because of
the political situation., Ra- -
madan and other reasons,
most of them had to face fi-
nancial hardship as there were
hardiy any transactions. The
plight of the stall owners and
publishers would certainly
affect the publishing industry
as a whole, they said.

Thereiore, the publishers
and stall owners satd to save
the situation, if the mela
(which is to end within this
month) is extended till March
26, the independence day. it
would be a good coordination
of two occasions. This would
help save the publishing indus-
try ﬂnd at the same time play
an fmportant role in' creating
readers

Hasina
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Rahman and Akhtar

The Awami Leagiie chief al

leged that police and BNP ter
roristd attacked peaceful ral

lies ar.d processions of her
party in dilferent parts of the
country in¢hivling Dhaka and

injured marv ol her workers

She said HNFP ferrorists
fired o1 Awam League proces
sion at .Jatraban, leaving three
workers iriured Faf*t:n'rlﬁﬁ; FPo
hee and BNT actmvists also al
tacked Aw:na iragiie proces
ston i ¢ 1'"“3{-1:12 Aandt pured
many slie v foded

. o nomn-

i
mulion U!S dollars .’
wan Ahmed.
Bangladesh Garments Manufac
rarers and Exporters Assocla
tion
lost BO davs

country with 5,000 magnet
rings used in enriching ura-
"mium. 2

Her statement followed re-
marks by CIJA Director John
Deutch to the Senate select
intelligence committee in
Washington on Thurnday that

China was n%

priaie; muclear technology t
"At a time when India is

talking in terms of nuclear ca-

pable issiles and threat

proliferation in the Sout

Asian region. intelligence re-

port: are bdn%tnm to dam-

"Tlu- tory about nucl::ar
fmm China is baseless
and tendentious.,” she said
adding that the "actual threat"
oliferation "emanates
from In and not Pakistan.”
Benazir, reiterating Pak-
istan's desire to re the
Kashmir dispute with India
through talks, expressed the
at India would be ready

hope

st bk, et
Fire at ballas
manufacturing
factory in city
By Staff Correspondent

Aﬂrebruhenutntafacu:'r
manufact tube-light b
lasts in dsdn.‘e last H.'lgllt
causing to mnnhtnﬁ

The fire began at around 8

at the Diamond Electrical
y and was un-
der control within 40 minutes
by the fire brigade.
~ The I'acl‘.nri. situated In a
tin-shed at the house of its
owner, M Shamsul Haq, was
closed at the time of the inci-
dent.

The cause of the fire is yet
to be determined and an in-
qu:l;y is underway, according
to Fire Service sources. The
extent of the could not
be known immediately.

" Airline deal
Koirala cleared

of charges

 KATHMANDU, Feb 24: A
i government puntl ciu

former prime minister
a Prasad of charges
nf al arities in an

airline deal, an official spokes-

man said. today. reports
According to political ana-

ts in the Himalayan Ki
. Koirala's clearance
ve the way for his bid to
ead the ruling Nepali

Congress Party.

Koirala, 71, became Prime
Minister in 1991 following
Nepal's first free elections
when multi-party democracy
was restored six years .all_ga

The Commission for the
Prevention of Abuse of Author-

(CPAA) on Friday dismissed

- charges against Koirala of cor-

appointing a

a,a] mt in Eu

ﬁratht
atate-uwned Royal Nepal Air-
lines.

“The allegations of irregu-
larities and against
the former prime minister
Girija Prasad Koirala concer-
ning the appointment of the
Fare Ltd as the general sales
agent of the Royal Nepal
Airlines in Europe are base-
less.” the CPAA said.

g
Chamber leaders
From Page 1
the country,” he said. "It
should have been kept out of
the political ambit.”

A number of rters said
yesterday that they had to can-
cel their Flanned shipment
because of the Opposition's
non-c ration programme.
They also said that they had to
double their air-freighting of
goods to meet deadlines.

In normal situaiion. be-
tweent ten and 20 per cent of
orders is air-freighted to meet
sugden crisis. But over the last
months. exporters say. about
40 per cent ol their goods was
sent by air.

"We could make profit of
ten to 15 per cent in normal
situation. But when e ers
are forced to send bulk of the

s by air, they have to incur
oss of about 15 per cent, said
Elahi.

"I could not start any new
industry tn the last couple of
months because aof uncer

tainty,” said a member of the
Executive Commnittee of the
DCCL 'Meanwhile. tirterests on

our hank foans are mcreasing

If the asituation continues

more sick units are inevitahle

‘Each dayv of hartal 1s «ost
the gariient sector sever
341 Red

Presidenr ot

(BGMEA]I  Already wre
Jure 1o hartdals

Garments expworters are

now iequesting the unporters
fowr extension of stupient pe

rmt  said Retbwan ™A e need a
long terim aolunion to the =it
vativl (M ierwise The markers

w1l e foeml T ey e



