fans were killed and six in-
jlil_lrﬂd when rockets fired by
the
struck the’

nesses said.

Soviet-built BM 21 rockets hit
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US veteran actor Jack Lemmon flashes his best smile
while holding the 'Golden Bear' trophy he was awarded
late on Friday at the Berlin International Film Festival.

Lemmon, 71, was awarded the truph_*ﬁf for his lifetime work
and achievements. — AFP/UNB photo

o L L
Russian troops kill 3 in Chechnya:
Russian forces deliveréd airstrikés on villages in Chechnya
and neighbouring Infunh:tia on Friday, Ingush officials
claimed, amid increasing fears the war may spredd outside .
Chechen borders. AP reports from Grozny.

Ingush Vice President Boris Aga said three civilians
were killed and four wounded when Russian troops also
opened fire near the village of Arshty. Troops in ut 40
armored vehicles and as many trycks blocked off the border
villages of Arshty and Dattykh, Interfax news agency said.

Quake shakes Japanese island:
An earthquake registering 4.5 ofi the Richter Scale shook
Amani Islands in southern Japan éarly Saturday. but there was
no immediate report of damage or injury, the meteorological
said, AFP says from J :

The epicentre of the quake, which occurred at 1:35 am
(1635 G Friday) was located some 20 kilometers (12.4
miles)] under the seabed near Amani Oshima islgnd of

‘Kagoshima prefecturé, the agency said.

» o ]
RoyalNavy et crash kills 2 in UK: 4
Royal Navy Harrier jét crashed Friday, killing the two crew-
men on board, AP reports from London. -
The plane crashed in the Black Down Hills, 160 miles
(260 kms) southwest of London, during a routine training
mission from Royal Naval Air Station Yeovilton, the Ministry of
Defence said. It was the seventh Sea Harrier to crash gince

1992, a spokesman said, requesting customary anonymity. De-
fence officials were not aware of link between the acmu.

L . L [ ] -

Ghali to visit Brazil, Mexico: saying
that the United Nations needs the support of Latin America,
Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali will visit Mexico and
Brazil., AP reports from United Nations. .

Boutros-Ghali lea Monday for Brazil, his eighth visit to

Latin America, the I.I:uet‘id Nations announced Friday.

- The visit is"to "show the impottance of Latin America for
the United Nations and to obtaim more support from these
countries,” Boutros Ghali said. "We need the support of Latin

America.”

Lien Chan raapgomted Taiwan's PM:
The legislature Friday conlirmed Lien Chan's reappointment
as premier following last December's parliamentary elections,
AP reports from Taipei.
After nearly eight hours of debate, the 164-seat parliament
voted 85 to 77 with two invalid votes to extend Lien's term
until May 20, by which time he is likely to beceme vice Presi-
dent. . , ,
Lien, 59, is President Lee Teng-hui's running mate in the
March 23 presidential polls.

64 Chinese charged with crimes;
64 Chinese nationals With crimes rangi g from mur-

robbery and kidnapping in & major crac on a
Chinese A#ng called "the plﬁ"ln: drl.gﬂnii." prosecutors said
Friday, reports from New York.

So far 35 men have been arrested in New York, New Jer-
sey, Virginia and Colorado in a sweep that followed a year long
investigation by federal, state and local law enforcement offi-
clals, prosecutors said.

- L) 3
Russia, Cuba sign accord: russa and
Cuba signed an accord in Havana Friday plad%h;ﬁ to set up a
consortium to complete a nuclear plant east o vana, Rus-
sian sources said, reports from Havana.

Russian Atomic Energy Minister Victor Mikhailov and
Marces Portal, Cuban minister for basic industries, signed a
memorandum of understanding on the completion of the
Juragya plant east of Havana.

(Gas explosion kills 19 in China:

coal gas explosion in China's eastern Jiangsu province killed
19 people, including three from Ho Kn?.f as they prepared-
for Lunar new year. a Beijing controlled Hong Kong newspa-
per reported on Saturday, Reuter says from Beijing.

The explosion destroyed eight apartments in 35-flat com-
plex in Yangzhou city on Sunday :v:nlrig, lunar new year's
eve, as Chinese families were eating and drinking to uuﬁ:r in
the year of the rat, the Ta Kung Bao reported on Saturday.
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Taliban rocket
Kabul: 3 killed

KABUL. Feb 24: Three civil-~

ISRAELI ARMY BASE,

Taliban Islamic militia
Afghan capital Sat-
and wit-

The three died when two

urday, hospital st
tion, reports AP

a road alongside a military in-
stallation near the centre of
the capital, witnesses told AFP.
No independent confirma-
tjon was immediately available
as to who was respormsible for

cation of which cannot be re-

. units on the move, arr
for battlefield repairs or dis-

the attack. patc food and ammunition.
The mangled remains of It's a key job. but Tal hoped
one of the victims, barely | for more.

e as a human being, "1 wanted to be a pilot.” said.
was still lying next to a socket | the Tal, curly haired 20-year-
crater about 15 minutes after | old immigrant from Fort Lee,
the volley struck. New Jersey.

“The street was fairly That wasn't possible. M-
crowded, with' civillans going | tary regulations her out of

about their routine busieness,
when the Taliban fired the
sald o '

t the

ergy to figh army, so I'll

agreed to
- deal with

Northern Israel, Feb 24: When
there are firefights in South
Lebanon or rockets falling
along the northern border, Ist
Lt Tal is at the center of ac-

From the operations room
of this army base. the exact lo-

vealed because of military cen-
sorship, she keeps track of

the course because she is a
woman. " | didn't have the en-

| g0 study architecture,” she

NEW DELHI. Feb
Indian opposition asked Prime
Minister P V Narasimha Rao to
auit today. alter a court asked

etectives (o investigate
charges that he took bribes
from the chief suspect in a
raging corruption scandal,
reports AFP.

The Communist Party of In-
dia (CPI) said Rao should re-
sign immediately and order
fresh elections to parliament
in view of the snowballing
scandal that has led to resig-
nations by an unprecedented
seven federal ministers.

"With a view to uphﬂlding
parliamentary conventions an
values, the prime minister
should step down from office,

the CPI said in a statement.
"We demand that election

dates be announced without
further delay."” |

The CPI's call came close
on the heels of similar de-
mands by its ally, the Commu-
nist Party of India (Marxist),

and the country’'s main opposi-
tion Bharatiyva Janata Party
(BJP). Indian People's Party.

The latest call for Rao's res-
ignation followed an order by
the Delhi High Court Friday to
federal detectives to investi-
gate charges that the premier
used tainted money to bribe an
opposition MP to save his gov-
ernment.

The court asked the Central
Bureau of Investigation {CBI) to
file a report on the allegation
by an activist that Rao paid
bribes to the MP to vote for
the ruling Congress (I) Fartg in
pgggamcnt in September
| A :

The activist, Ravinder Ku-
mar, alleged the MP, Suraj
Mandal, switched his support
to the Congress and helped it
win a crucial no-confidence
motion in parliament by a nar-
row margin after receiving the
bribe money.

The goney had reportedly

International — _
- Opposition asks Rao to quit
fo

come from Surendra Jain, a
New Delhi busjgpessman at the -
heart of the bribery scandal
that has jolted Indian politics
and virtually paralysed the gov-
ernment.

Seven ministers have re-

sifgncd from Rao's government ’
after being accused of takin
bribes from Jain between 19
and 1991 and doling out
favours in return. A total of 24
politicians are facing corrup-
tion charges in court.

. The scandal has sullied the
image of ﬂrtualir every politi-
cal party, including the main
opposition BJP. whose Presi-
dent Lal Krishna Advani has
uit parliament and  whose
hief Minister of New Delhi
city bowed out Thursday.

Two centrist opposition
MPs linked to the scandal have
also quit parliament.

Friday's court order to the
CBI followed an admission b
Jain to the CBI that Rao tooi

r fresh elections

money fromm him to force the
defection” of opposition
deputies the activist said a

of the money was deposited in
Mandal's bank account.

CnThe government and the

legations. The 21-million-dol-
lar scandal erupted four years
ago when a raid on Jain's plush
country retreat on New Delhi's
outskirts unearthed coded
payments made to 115 top
E:iti::lana and bureaucrats
ween 1988 and 1991. 7
The raid followed the arrest
of a Kashmiri separatist here
who confessed to Jinks with
half-a-dozen moneybags spe-
cialising in illegal transfer of
funds from abroad into India.
) Tl;f op uait}ﬂn has
accusing Rao ol stage-manag-
ing the probe to force the res-
ignations of his rivals within
e Congress and to shore up
his sagging image. Congress
sources said Friday's .court
order had put Rao in a spot.

ss have denied Jain's al-

been -

US, Japan decide to give top
priority to Okinawa issue

SANTA MONICA, California,
Feb 24: President Bill Clinton
and Japanese Prime Minister
Ryutaro Hashimoto on Friday
agreed that their biggest bilat-
eral issue was s uUs
bases on Okinawa, Japanesé of-
fiefals said, reports Reuter.

‘President Clinton and
Prime Minister Hashimoto
ve top priority. to

Okinawa issue in
order to strengthen bilateral
ties based on the US-Japan se-
curity treaty.” said one Japan-

- ese official who took part in

the meeting.

Japan's southern island of
Okinawa became a political is-
sue between the two countries
last September when Oki-
nawans, at the rape of a
12-year old Okinawan school-
girl, allegedly by US service-

.men, staged a huge anti-bases

A Japanese court was ex-
pected to hand down a verdict
on the three US servicemen
on March 7.

- US military facilities in Japan

are located on Okinawa, a

small island strategically lo-
cated in the East China Sea.

The issue has jeopardised
both country’s attempt to reaf-
firm the 1960 security treaty,
which was to be the
main subject of Clinton's state
visit to Japan in .

Clinton also welcomed
Japan's decision to foot 19

fon dollar to buy crude oil
for North Korea, part of a US-

North Korea agreement to

build nuclear reactors for the

Pyongytmg government, the of-
ficials said. '

The two leaders also called
on China and Taiwan to settle
between them an escalatin
war on words in a pea:efu

Ching. bt wlenned win

na_ has ste u
threats to invadcpp'?”aiwag
should the Taipei government

declare independence. China -

regards Taiwan as a renegade
province. I
Clinton als® welcomex! the

Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto (L) meets
with US President Bill Clinton on Friday at the Miramar _

Sheraton in Santa Monica, California. Hashimoto and

More than 75 per cent of all ZE::T ‘i:rn c ::: n:tme:t 'ﬂa::j; Clinton met to discuss trade and security matters between
housing loan firnms ; : * the US and Japan. - — AFP/UNB photo
Anti-govt demonstration in Moscow |  Fighting

leaves 8-

MOSCOW, Feb 24: President

Boris Yeltsin, nting a
strong communist challenge
for his Kremlin t. has toid
his ment t if it wants .
to s in it must make
reforms easier on society, re-
ports Reuter.

"We called on e for a
long time to tighten their
belts, and this, but.
their patience is exhausted.”

Yeltsin said in Friday's "state of
the nation” address to parlia-
ment for months before his
presidential term runs out.

If we do not guarantee the
social and economic rights of
the. . if political instabil-
ity starts, ng may be

lost and we will be thrown
i

eltsin has s s
rhetoric since a i

parilamentary

election in December showed
mass discontent with Russia's
chaotic and crime-ridden eco-
nomic transition and loss of
superpower status.
On Friday night his office
said he had issued a decree
tunilaterally suspending sanc-
tions against the Bosnian Ser-
bs. a move calculated to
Iﬂpea] to those who feel Russia
should play a more decisive
on world stage. :
NATO and the United
States favoured dtll}'lnf the
suspension, which should be
agreed by the UN Security
Council, until they saw more
evidence of Bosnian Serb co-
operation with the pgace
wmml sealed in Dayton,

The United States wel-
comed Yeltsin's speech. saying

| Yeltsin for making reforms
-easier on society '

it reaffirmed Moscow's com-
mitment to .- economic reform.

But State Department
spokesman Nicholas Burns
made no mention of Yeltsin's
warning that his government's

days were numbered if it
fai to soften the blows of re-
left by o citizens.

adds, thousands of ar-
dent Communists, a return to
the Kremlin suddenly within
their grasp. marched through
:ll:c E]mm of !h:[ium:o# on tl;‘lr:-
y in an army t
turned into a Eii?'ﬁ I:":i{‘dcrnlly
*  "This demonstration is anti-
Yeltsin, anti-government,
t reforms that are under
way. against violence, against
war, for.the army and le
to be united,” said hard-line

‘communist leader Viktor An-

s e g

oldtimer punches a fist in determination while addressing a rally in the village
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of Kurchaloy on Thursday as Chechens commemorate the deportation of their nation,
carried out on Stalin's ordérs in 1994,

— AFP/UNB photo
-
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} summer offensive.

| deadin Lanka

COLOMBO, Feb 24:
clashes between Tamil Tiger
guerillas and government for-
e bt b g cbropes

t ACTOSS 'S
1':[|:|I::xaLI:\'?I.Ht.;Imlr nurtheaitﬁp officials
said ay, reports ;

Gunmen from the separatist
Liberation ers of Tamil Ee-
lam (LTTE) shot dead a soldier
and wounded two others at Ki-
ran m the eastern district of
Bat , officials said.*

said the ambush came

| a few hours after soldiers at-

tacked a rebel tractor and
killed five Tigers and recov-

ered the weapons of the vic- .

tims in the neighbouring. dis-
trict of Trincomalee.

Two more civillans were
killed by gunmen in the town
of Trincomalee Saturday, rais-
i.rlti’thl: toll to eight, officials

Nearly 50 have died
in the bitter es in the re-

gion in the pdst four days.

UNSC urges Croatia
to grant amnesty
to rebel Serbs

UNITED NATIONS, Feb 24:
The Security Council called
on Croatia to ite
the return of Croatian
who wt;nt to & home lmdt
urged the Croa governmen
to consider granting amnesty
to rebel Serbs, AP.

The council also reminded

Croatia of its m':nulbﬂity to
cooperate with the interna-
tional tribunal formed to meﬂl'

ecute war crimes
the conflict in the former Yu-

goslavia.

But the statement, which
carries less weight than a
resolution, also noted that the
number of human rights vipla-
tions r?oned in Croatia had
declined since the Croatian
army last summer recaptured
most of its territo ost to
rebel Serbs Serbs in 1991.

An estimated 200.000
Serbs fled Croatia during

=

‘west

L

()' .h e Record

: Encouhter with

BUENOS AIRES: Madonna
met on Friday with President
Carlos Menem, one of the
most ‘outspoken critics of her
portrayal of former first lady
Evita Peron in an upcoming
Alan Parker film, AP.

The 90-minute encounter
at the presidential villa in
suburban Buenos Aires, was
also attended by Parker and
co-stars Jonathan Pryce an
Antonio Banderas, '

"We think certain assur-
ances were made by the cast
that there would be no offen-
‘sive scenes.,” a presidential
spokesperson told The As-

. sociated Press.

Shooting of the film, based
on Andrew Lloyd Webber's
controversial Broadway musi-

Thye Durily Star 5

former critic

e

cal, which painted Evita as a power-hungry populist, began
earlier this month and will end in March.

Parker has said that he hopes Menem will allow him to
film on the balcony of Government House where Evita used to

give speeches.

Menem, sensitive to how many members of his Peronist

Party are appalled at the idea of Madonna

far refused.

playing Evita, has so

He has branded Madonna "totally unsuitable” and dis-

‘missed the musical as "an utter disgrace ...

interpretation.”

a libelous

Dolphins, sea lions hostage
) in legal dispute |
LIMA: A pair of dolphins and two sea lions are being held
hostage in a hotel swimming pool by a legal dispute between

their owner and an entertainment

Friday, reports AP.

Promoter, officials said

The animals, which are living In an Olympic-size hotel

swimming pool. came to Peru last

year from Mexico as part of

the Acapulco Dolphin, Seal and Divers Show and entertained
spectators in Lima and three other Peruvian cities. ;

“They are here in the hotel as lodgers, rather original
guests,” sald Luciano Coche-lla, manager of El Pueblo Hotel
on the outskirts of Lima. "It was a question of charity."

The health of the beasts began

deteriorating after a court

+order on December 21 kept them from leaving the country
when they were already in protective containers at the Lima

 The show was scheduled to go to Chile, but the animals,
dolphind named Tana and Neptuno and sea lions named

- Bondy and Toto, are caugh

t in the midst of a dispute between

' their owner, Convimar of Mexico, and a local promoter, ac-
cording to the Lima daily El Mundo. There was no word on

when the dispute migh

t be settled.

Cochella said the hotel had an extra swimming pool it
filled it with salt water for the animals, which are under con-
stant watch by one of three trainers who stayed with them.

 Greece wins European
backing for settlement
of dispute with Turkey—

PARIS, Feb 24: Greek Prime
Minister Costas Simities said
here Friday he had won Euro-

n backing for a legal set-

ement of his country's sov-
erel
over the Aegean Sea,
reports AFP
Simites was s here
after meeting French Presi-
tlr:t“l Jac uﬂ:uucrhg? on the
a uropean
l:nplt:F aimed at drumming up

ignty dispute with Turkey
gllla?cta in 4

support from Greece's Euro-

pean Union partners which in-
cluded Brussels and Bonn.

He said Chirac "had recog-
nised the need for recourse to
intérmmational law.”

Chirac’s office said France
would su moves settle
the dispute peacefully under
international law if n
at the International Court of

Justice at the Hague, Simites
said German Chancellor Hel-
mut Kohl supported the idea.

Chirac's office said the

resident had also warned
reece not to create new
problems in relations between
the EU and Turkey.

France will be more dis-
posed to show its solidarity
with Greece if it does not cre-
ate new difficulties in coopera.
tion between the EU -
key" presidential spokes-
woman Catherine Colonnassad.

Meanwhile in London the
British government called on
both Greece and Turkey to
step up talks to resolve the
dispute. There is a need for
them to intensify their dia-

e on all aspects of bilateral
relations, a foreign office
spokesman said.

British troops resume
patrol in Belfast

BELFMT.nFeIe:d 24: h:rhe.ir
green-camou uniforms
with t?l‘e red brick of
ifast, armhed British
troops résumed foot patrols
here Friday in anticipa of

an Irish Republican Army at-
tack, AP.
An eight-member patrol of
Scottish soldiers flanked two
cemen down west
ifast's Sp id Road at
midday, trailed a of
TV crews and 5
Elsewhere, olive- Land

Rovers shuttled troops from

.one base to another as

fications are located. The iron-
walled bases with watchtowers
were high-priority targets for
IRA bombers in the bad old
days that most Northern Ire-
‘land people hoped they'd for-
saken in 1994.
Army headquarters in Lis-
burn, southwest of Belfast, said
soldiers would be used on
"occasional low-key. local se-
curity patrolling” around bases
but emphasi it was "purely
a precaution.”
! “Irish Catholic politicians
dmpl:d that E\?El_'lldt is limited

eployment would raise tem-
pers, while British Protestants
said no one could trust the
IRA.

“The IRA isn't going to give
us’a as to when y
make an attack on Northern
Treland., and therefore the
_ utions have to be taken.”
said Peter Robinson, the
Protestant deputy leader

said.

Women fought alongside
men in the days of
Israel's statehood, but today
the vast majority serve as
clerks, secretaries and tele-

That fact is not lost on Brig.

Gen. Israela Oron, 43. the but you have to act in a
army's female and wise way, and in this context it
head of the Israel Women's means slowly and carefully.”
Cn?t she said. _

t's not a ceiling but a She suggested that women
glue floor.” she said. “You stick be placed senior decision
to it and can't get up.” making positions and jobs

The Women's Corps _ia. . where they can hey
known as “fChen.” an acronym  “‘have the right stuff — as me- -
that means "Beauty” in Hebrew. chanics, communications offi-
its mission is to loock after the cers. pilots or technicians.
Mmmpfwmmm Bhtmuln:indtht ood-

—_ . promo-  old-boy system mm‘} L““l
tions and problems Mke sexual that favours men with combat

harassment. Most units have a
women's affairs who monitors
the treatment of women and
to Oron. )
Oron, who recently re-
turned from a tour of US bases
and talks with US service-
women, said Israell society is
not ready for an end to the
on women in combat units.
She -dv:clted a more cautious
approach.
"Equality is a very goal,

experience over women, even
for jobs where women may be
more A

And she wants to take ac-
tion against the sexual harass-
ment that many female sol-
diers experience in their army
career. Last year the army con-
firmed 109 cases of haruss-
ment.

But she doesn't the
army to take up her sugges-
tions just yet.

Oron said the army's high
command has not given h
priority to women's issues In
the pall.f"and she doesn't ex-
pect women to be fully inte-

ted into the army — " unless

live to be 200."

d that in the few
“she does advocate
change, she Is en-
countering resi ce.

Oron, lor ., has set
quotas for each of to
help women get into the se-

fmmedi

Israeli women corps fighting for meanin

nior ranks. In lar, she
wants a quick increase in the
number of women colonels,

2 | 80, .
after a pause. she added: "Not
in so many words."” -

For women officers, the
Catch 22 is that it takes some
exposure to the battlefleld to
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{ Grenade attack

on Pak mosque:
Two killed

JHANG. Pakistan, Feb 24:
Two worshippers were killed
and 14 wounded when uni-

dentified men threw a hand

| grenade into a ue in the
city of Jhang In Pakintar s Bk

ab province, ce and wit-
'Lml ‘sald today. reports
Reuter.

Witnesaes said four men on

motorcycles drove up to the

mo.q;l at the city bus station

and lobbed a grenade inside

afternoon (Asr) prayers

| Poapial polce said <
mosque, belongi

to
the Jhang-based militant Suni
/Muslim o tion Sipah-i-
Sahaba stan (SSP). WaS

No one has claimed e-

cused a rrul Shi'ite Muslf
goup.



