" From Bad to Worse
‘Aﬂswemmnt note against
acts and ruling
sist :g uﬂ&rz pros mml: f ‘gt
are s of 'get tough' policy—-
spoke about prior to the elections— Begum
Zla hnu decided to pursue. We think the
pursuance of this policy at this stage of the
political stalemate will only further the
crisis rather than contribute towards it.
The fact that unlawful acts are committed
during the hartal of the tion
is true. It is also true that there is a lot of
intimidation and coercion’ in implemumn' the
1 strikes and hartals. But far more important than
| these is the fact that fundamentally the problem
with heapposttinnispouttmlandmtwqf
law and order, and as such the solution will have
to come from political hegotiaﬂms and not
from a show of force.
There is:lot of criticism of the t for
_the deteriorating law and order situation in the
country. That criticism, however, refers to the
rising acts of crimes in the urban areas and to
the incredible lack of security of life and prop-
erty that c¢itizens now feel. Here there is a lot of
| scope for the government to take tough mea-
.| sures. But to apply that attitude in what
is essentially a political problem will only lead to
further stiffening of attitude of the opposition.
Just as we counsel the government to avoid
violent confrontation, so also we call upon the
opposition to desist from forcing compliance of
their programmes upon the people. Non-coop-
eration movement by definition must be non-vio-
lent. It must be based on persuasion, motivation
-and voluntarism, and not on coercion. There is
no denying the fact that wherever members of
public refuse to comply with opposition's pro-
gramme, they are harassed, humiliated and
sometimes even physically assaulted. We con-
demn all forms of violence on both sides and
call for restraint. |
~ We are convinced that force on either side
will not contribute towards any solution. Dia-
logue must replace the street confrontations,
and must do so before the situation deteriorates
further. Leadership on both sides appears to
have become frozen in their res e positions
which, during the past months, have yielded
nothing positive. What we need is the-courage to
be humble, and the patriotism to put the
- country above everything else.

Troubled Nilphamari

There has been a complete breakdown of law
and order in Nilphamari for nearly a week now.
The trouble ensued on February 19 following a

Mnuncemtnt of electoral victory for BNP
candidate Dewan Nurun Nabi. And, like the bull
in a china shop, it has since splintered the
glass-house all around.

The declaration of reSults touched off out-

bugsts the supclmrtcrs of independent
candidate Ahsan Ahmed Hasan, a BNP expellee.
With marked vehemence they protested what
they termed vote and fictitious results of
the poll. The processionists swelled in ranks
following Hasan's arrest. Their mood turned
uglier and violent clashes occurred between the
police and the demonstrators.

In the line of duty young journalist Kamruzza-
man died as police opened fire sharply under-
scoring thereby the increasing concern for the
security of journalists in the discharge of their
professional responsibilities. 1t was only after

| public pressure mounted on the authorities that
they handed over the deceased reporter's
to his family. Thus he was buried at his village
home 52 hours after his death. Another victim
. ‘Abdul Aziz's remains were with the police until
February 23. The authorities were apparently
forced to release former BNP leader Ahsan
Ahmed and some focal student leaders enabling
them to attend Kamruzzaman's funeral. Some
enraged inhabitants of the town did-not allow
important district officers to say their Eid
prayers at the Centra]l Eidgah nor could they
place bouquet at the Shahid Minar, it is learnt.
~Black flags were said to be fluttering as a sign
of alienation of the district authorities and law
enforcement agencies from the local people.
[ronically, it has been a same-side folly of sorts
with the backlash of feuding within the local
BNP erupting to an extent where even a former
BNP follower-turned-candidate openly alleged
vote rigging. Basically, however, it exposes an
administrative bankruptcy and wavering.
-~ Exceptional Folks

When the quest for money, 'regardless of what
source it comes from’', has become a past-time
for many almost globally, Tokyoites have set a
world record for turning over lost wallets to the
police. The total amount involved has been of
the order of 26 million US dollars.

Tokyo has sometimes%een rocked by corrup-
tion scandals but equally true also is the fact that
quite a few in high places resigned their posts
when a moral controversy dogged their foot-
steps. We now have the evidence of presumably
not very well-off Japanese people depositing
moneyful of missing wallets with the police'and
imparting a powerful moral leaauntothe mtof
the world.

One of our rickshawpulleru the otherda
turned over to the Ramna police a lady’'s hn.nc{
bag he had found at the Shishu Park which con-
tained two ourices of gold. He at once .
that human breed of which the.Japanese or
othér Good Samaritans are parts. Need for
money notwithstanding; it is the weailth of mind

~ they preferred to be known by.
.~ Fg prove, however, that _
paying, the top Japanese

can be ex-
the 19-year old who had returned 190000" dol-

“our country who

to:

| The State 5

government
a conclusive justifica-
lnd created a national

the failure of the present gov-
ermiment to ensure free and

-fair elections. In the holding of

some of the by-elections to the
Jatiya Sangsad namely at Mir-
pur, Bhola and Magura, BNP
was alleged to be involved in

_ vote rigging. Even some of the

Dhaka University professors
said they could not vote since
their votes were cast before

they reached the polling booth.

Opposition "political parties

cortinued to boycott the par-
liament since March 1994 and
147 MPs resigned from Par-
liament on Dec. 28, 1994, on
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the gap?

Sir, For instance, a com-
moner or a villager is spell-
bound and stul when he
tﬁpw the hou;:l it)f a n;l:ﬂut:r a

ranking tical leader, a
bureaucrat, an industrialist or a_
famous businessman. He is
simply thrilled and dumb
founded to see the pomp and

andeur of the house. Well I

n't blame any one, this is
fact. Most of our ple live
below line. live in
sub-human condition. ‘Their

l:a ta income is US&EZD

9020 per _ﬁ"ea.r
T!il per month and 25 per
day. Can a common man or
woman meet his/her daily ex-
on food. h , Cloth-
ng, medical care etc. with a

Letters for publication in' these columns should be
.laddressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed|
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
\are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

mgn amount of Tk 25 per

There un: some pcolplc in
in.fantas-

tic comfort and Babyin:ian r.:r
ulenne Hnw much money do
per month for

ltlndard of living.

recreation and tour

W‘l‘tj'illuchlmlmnldlf-

ference between a rich and

poor man in our coun Does
| not the widening gap
the 'have’ and "havenots' fall

.under the purview of violation
.Infhuman ts?

T s

Is it not a violation of uur'

Cumﬂtutinn Article 19 which
says "(I] The State shall :n-
duvuur to ensure
ty to all
shall adopt effective
, measures to remove social and

: }amnmic inequality between

man and man and to ensure

ok b

i

lm to the police got the amount back after [m equitable distribution of
il ST -"qq nn nqp had cm to claim it. wealth among citizens, and
N ar anportunities in order to attain:
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The question

" Nation at Crossroads

question that baf)les the people is the performance of the Election Commission. How can the

election results be validated by the Election Commission when the prime minister herself admitted
irregularities?
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scale took . Impartial ob-
servers, local and foreign,
have noted that ballot box
‘was not just a matter

of a isolated incidents.
leave
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were cast more than the num-
ber of voters Tegistered!

Polling could not be held in

2431 out of 21,106 centres
across the country. The mas-
sive deployment of  some

400,000 members of thc :

— =: tm Tl TSl el e e

e uniform level of economic

| _Wt throughout the
t sort of free market

economy we are following and
for whom? To make the poor

more rer and the rich
more richer?

O H Kabir Z
Dhaka-1203 _

Appeal to eschew
‘violence

Sir, An e .

- E by the Ba-
% Rtﬂglaul Coun-
cil for Peace and Justice

(BICPAJ), held in its office at

Dhal Road, Huhummedpur

cerned to follow ﬁd ‘R:th nf
non-violence. This is

text of the current politicnl
im and the very disturb-
ing incidents of violence.
Members of the Buddhist
Peace Fellowship of Bangla-
e e i o e
group Pax- an

also endorsed this a Hf:‘nr

5555

joint venture

‘extent o

the ballot and stuffed
the papers

in one of the most stun-
ningly absurd statements, Be-
gum Zia claimed in her press
conference dn 18 Fchruo.ry
that the 15th February so-
called election was free and
fair and she hn a mandate

e ted out thll rfl

curred on a massive uhc
admitted the i ll.rititl but

squarely blamed opposition

Perhaps she thought that this
was the only way she could
claim that she has got a man-
date to govern. Her press con-
ference Ihan c?:iﬂur::cd ﬂ:-:n
impartia t is
detcrnnnecr‘:p hang on to of-
fice as long as she can. regard-
less of the legitimacy or lack
thereof of her regime.

The question that baffles
the e is the cfzﬂcl'mnce
of t lection Commission.
How can the election resuits

Siv? Dut ther of on that
a ey also conspire
.with the
ting them

8

H‘hlthltboreh&

. seriously
The Februuy 15 electiun
rather proved to be a

blessing in disguise for the

be validated the Election
Commission the prime
minister herself admitted ir-
ties? Is it not the duty

thl: Election Commission to

by cognizance of the state-
mtnt high a
They can’t pretend that

statement was not made or
tl':t she did not ththwhnt
she was r stice
Sadeque hadﬂufd at one point
before the election that ?ihe
was unable to ensure fair

he would his office.

is the time for him to act and
prove to the nation that he is a
man of honour.

The call for declari

fictitious results null void
has already been made by dif-

crisis occurs if ¢

Mmmmmwmm

“under BNP government no
free and fair election can be
held.” Therefore, people may
now extend more support to
the opposition's demand for a
caretaker
The
declared this government ille-
gal and requested the Presi-
dent to form a caretaker gov-
ernment to hold free and fajr
elections within 90 days. Since
BNP appears to have lost legit-
imacy and credibility,. more so
through this socalled election,

mﬂm The clpction b , %-mhhnum%but

and underltmd the farce nl‘
sueh election. Foreign
lomats and donor cduntﬂﬁ
who had difficulty in com-

the concept of a
neutral caretaker government
before February 15, 1996, have

legitimacy for the BNP  gov-
ernment, it now has to accept

* the demand of a caretaker

government put forward by the
major opposition political par-

ties..The reported vote rigging -

ir this election appears to

convince the people that

The shares and debentiires are

not I:Iatg:l with Dhaka or Chlt-
The Magura Paper Mill s a
enterprise of

t of China and
ernment of Bangladesh £VC

looks after t.he interest uf
emnment of Bangladesh in vlew
of BCIC's long experience in
the ine while Chira has sev

_ years ol experi-
ence in paper making. Under
the above facts it is time to
find out the reasons of such
delay/failure while investors'

have been totally stag-
nated, and diminishing as
such.

Let our Securiiy and Ex-

- change Commission, the suc-'

cessor to Controller of Capital

Issues, look into it seri
All

" 120/ 1 Maghbazar

Dhaloa.

. Board of Investment,
Khulna: A
clarification

Sir, With reference to the
above, this is to inform that
the news ublished on
10/2/96 in e Dally Star
stating "some unidentified
people set fire to the office of
the Board of Investment,
Khulna (Divisional Office). Fire
Brigade put out the fire.. The
could not be
ascertained” is not correct. In
Jact on Friday afternoon, (9-2-
96) some unknown
blasted a bomb absolutely out-
side of the Board, of Invest-
ment office -near the corridor
of Joint Stock Company office.
However, the Board Invest-
ment office was not affected.

Director,

Board of Investrnent,
Prime Minister's O
Khulna Division, K

Traffic jam

Sir, The traffic jam in the
metropolis has virtually be-
come a havoc, On= Yias to wn'f

dip-,

{am Such st

persons

—demand; othérwise, the people
may soon build up a'
w&?fy d concerted move-

Thl:Il the acceptance by
BNP of the opposition's de-
mand .for a neutral caretaker

government may help in estab-
lishing social peace and stabil-

-_ ity and save democracy from

ruination. Negatively, one ap-
prehends, violence and anar-
chy may prevail and the coun-
try will pass through turmeoil,
disorder arid instability. The

consequence of such social and
poﬂticnl instability will unl]r

lead the society to nowhere.

The writer is professor of
Political Science at Dhaka Uni-
versity.

for long hours to

"‘%‘-’m:““u"iﬁ"

certain city roads

jam is also contribu to en-
vironmental pollution use
the vehicles release a hu

amount of black smoke while
vmiting in the long queue dur-

jam. Traffic jam is com-
pe i people to waste their
valuable time and energy
which in turn is bad]ﬁ! affecting
the efficiency in the offices
and other lnsﬂtuﬂms
The authority have to take
urgent s to contain traffic
may include,

i) removal ol unauthorized

shops, constructions, business
etc. from the roads and foot-
paths, (ii) construction of sep-
arate lanes for rickshaws, ({iii)
. strengthenin
minis
implementation of traffic rules.

the traffic ad-

ation lor ens strict

M.Zahidul H

Bangladesh Agricultural I
stitute, Dhaka -

The name United
Nations

Sir, Please allow me to ex-

tend any sincere appreciation
to Mr Zahidul Islam Shimul, M
A English, Jah Uni-

versity, for his letter published
in The Daily Star of January 31
which was in rﬂ%nu to my
letter (D/S 15.01

I was just thinking to send
the said letter to some Indian

magazine for the desired

information required by me.
when [ found the reply.
Thanks also to The Daily Star.

However. I would further
request the enlightened read-
ers to quote the of Al-
fred Tennyson— “Locksley
Hall". Unfortunately, in Khulna
there is no such library from
rh:rc best ?:ouk'h wﬂgin g{n
anguages other than ngla
r:lllw btgehnd for reference. In
Dhaka the case must be differ-
ent. | believe.
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government.
opposition has already |

the

* N

l

ferent responsible quarters.
Fair Elec Monitori Al-
liance (FEMA). has, in a

widespread and ballet
stuffing. For benefit of the
readers | would like to

from FEMA's letter

to me by the MA
hnﬁl'mm) It said, "Since
was issued,

has been re--

mﬂﬂn‘ ﬁzrthtr confirmation
about and
ballot st as as ex-

of
voter turn out in wvarious
polling stations the
country. It that the

constituencies already
clared do not tally with the ac-
tual presence of voters in
these constituencies

polling The kind of infor-
hﬂhh
its
Al et e e
bl < gy
While u the routine
constit norm it is a
great that the entire
ey
ﬂmaﬂhm:qhuhemm
as and ob-'
served. of credi-
bility cannot be brushed aside.

further confirmed

-

The c of FEMA,
in concl his letter re-
that Chief Election

eTr
that the
1996 election

Februan,
rnﬁi”mmfmmlu

sons cited above and therefore, -
it is

tion. Be Zia may be
to continue her rule
but, as the New York Times

SIR IO

Shouldnt it be Cancelled?

- Dr Nizam Uddin Ahmed

wm'-thadnr.umth:
15 Febru National Election

the BBC broad-
casts/comments, must not
leave with the least
doubt t what has

belieyve {p their, -
these mw“ -
reporters who visited the
ﬁ& cenires in and outside
and collected firsthand

were all liars and/or

by the "enemies” of

BNP to give false reports in

boxes (in favour of the BNP
candidates!} and it was they
who did the ﬂFgl not the
BNP leaders. ﬁi’ leaders
and workers put up any state-
ment in this days

15 F election.
It is not known whcth:r th:

BNP H:l_hﬁ agenta kept
w-

urd:l

:nterud the r.'tntru hy
force, and umsuiv: ri

in favour of the BNP tes
(1) in order to discredit them
and the BNP Government. So it
is clear that at least the BNP

lcadmiwurkmhu

did not try ;‘l‘gonmﬂm
hy the n‘pEuiunn workers in
favour o BNP candidates,
nor did they report this to any

newsman b the o
tion for maumng pmn

=

“this not prove that BNP

agents/workers were as much
responsible to be blamed for
as the o tion

. according to PM, dld

the massive
PM's such all nunn will
fail to e anyone
believe that the opposition ar-
ranged this massive in

order to discredit the BNP
Government. However., this
time an im t truth came

out from what the PM said: it
was simply confirmed by the

{ PM's admission that there was

riggi
cant.
tion be fair and legal

. This is most signifi-

d 80 how can the elec-
and ac-

‘ceptable, which was rigged

massively? Therefore, 15

February election has no legal
validity and must be can
BNP must decide which is

more important, either to stay
in power by the results of an
election which was massively
rigged or give support for
hni%l]nﬁ a fair election under a
neutral caretaker non-party
overnment in which neither
the party in power nor the op-
position can rig the results
making it legally invalid. BNP
has to choose between the
continued opposition itical
movement where development
work (which BNFP wants to
continue] will be hampered.
and a peaceful settiement by
having a neutral caretaker non-

party government which can
ensure ﬂw&!

and continu
for the people

development

By sta and fore-
at this most criti- -
]un:tmd’mﬂ'nlﬂuulhh-

““tmlyﬂﬂl’leldﬂmrﬁln
Tht tionis |

lhe

welfare of the
lndnmhec m
the BNP

tnk: all
measures to (a)
ent officers with

" the election, (b) provide
for the officers 'given
charge for ,conducting
mlrllt and (c) ensure fair elec-

Not only the re in
the local lnd fore pa-
E!m brotdcutl so.far on

EF"

Iunﬂed

the da taﬂa'g?
15 February giiecﬂnn,

has been issuing
about the
cellation/
m“lﬁd hundr::l of polling
cies
centres, but next day they
were ¢ those; all were
contradictory. All these may
{:]Jw that EC has become to-
ly partisan and/or com-
Eﬂ .’f that (a) al-
more than 15 valuable
llm hnw: been lost, (b) hun-
dreds have been lﬂinully in-

ured, (c) officials were
" of the centres
. for , and could not

government,
free election continuing political impasse

per-
form their legal duties, (d)
properties have been

not to speak of the cost of
holdi this farcical election,
how the EC dare say that it is

m to hold elections in
dozens of constituencies
and hundreds of poling cen-
tt;ca‘? How n:liLn t be sure
at there will not rigging.
ble deaths and destruc-

s? And what then?

Like all of us, the EC must
believe that there will be more |
uncertainty and more suffer-
ings of the and the very
democratic legal mandate
of the government will remain |
in question and so unaccept-
able if the 15 February election
is not cancelled. The EC must
have a and moral respon-
sibility ich it must stand to
perform. The EC must know
that the President and
Supreme Court can help the
nation overcome the present
crisis. The common citizens
pray and hope that the
court of justice in the country

and the Head of the State
come forward to help solve
this political problem. r em-

inent constitutional experts
have also said n and

that they were able and wi

to offer assistance to overcome
all difficulties for holding na
tional election under a neutral
non party caretaker govern-
ment. Let there be no wasting
of any more time for holding a |
rigging free election under a
neutral non-party caretaker
otherwise in the

and chaoa all will suffer. all
will be looaers




