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The February 15 parliamen-
tary polls have severely un
dermined the people's right to
elect candidates of their
choice, representatives of dif-
ferent trade groups said yes-
terday. _ o

Talking to The Daily Star,
they feared that, the national
cconomy would contiaue to
siffer since there was no sign
of an end to the lingering po-
litical crisis. ;

ders of the groups main-
tained that the government
has committed a blunder by
going for elections without the
paticipation of the opposition
parties. : h

Shabbir Yusul, Chairman of
Bangladesh Jute Spinners As-
soeiation, said: The turn out of
voters in the February 15 polls
was very poor' This election
will fail to bring about any
short or long term solution to
the long-drawn political crisis.
In sich a situation, the na-
tional economy would suffer
the most,

Due to political instabilit
over the last two years, overall
export of Bangladesh has
marked declined. In the Jute
sector, foreign buyers have be-
'come very concerned., K There
has been no major decision in
the sector in the last one year,
because eve was waiti
for a solution to the politic
impasse. As a result, India. pur
biggest competitor, has taken
the full advantage of our inter-
nal situation.

. We had almost attained a
take off stage. But it would now
take another three years to off-
set the, setback.

Now, this is the time to de-
cide our political and, eco-
nomic objectives, whith
should remain unaffected de-
spite all our problems. |

M A Zaman Manju, Senior
Vice President Bangladesh
" Shop Owners' Association,
said: According to different ob-
servers and election monitor-
ing gmuﬁa. the turnout of vot-
ers In the February 15 polls
was less than 15 per cent.

The BNP bagged 31 per
cent votes in the- 1991 elec-

- BNP leaders should have done

- Thus, the business community

* . Leaders of trade bodies sa l
Polls have undermined

. peop le's voting right

, Star Report

tions So, this time. 16 per
cenit of BNP votes was not cast.

It shows that the BNP sup-
poriers hlvrhcabltllmd from
expressing their opinion.

BNF leaders have indicated
that they would bring amend-
fuent to the Constitution, pro-
viding for a caretaker govern-
ment. If this is the situation, |

it earlier to save our time and
many lives.

On the other hand, the op-
pﬂ&::iu?h ga:’llil:lhnllhlrt also
pro at t arsight-
edness. Tl@nu:;“'|Ilr should have
pressed for accommodating
the caretaker ‘government fs-
sue in the 12th amendment to
tive Constitution.® .

S U Haider, President of
Bangladesh Handicraft Manu-
facturers' and ers Asso-
ciation, says: The way the polls
were held without the opposi-
tion is not correct. If the polit-
ical situation is not healthy,
the economic sector would be
damaged.

The trade bodies have deep
relation with the overall epo--

———

nomic survival of the country.

s very concerned over what
had happened in the name of
election which major opposi-
tion parties boycotted.

To reach ution, we have
to rise above petty political in-
terests. Now we need a survey
on what the commonman re- |
ally wants. |

Khandaker Ruhul Amin,
President of Bangladesh |
Restaurant Owners' ia-
tion, says: We believe that the
Constitution is for the benefit

JERUSALEM, Feb 19: The
PLO today called on foreign
nations to defy Israel and con-
tinue to wvisit the PLO head- .
quarters in Jerusalem known
as Orient House.

of the people. A number of sur- "l am asking them to go on
veys have showed that an esti- | in their ullllgy which ‘:}hcy
mated 83 per cent of the peo- | were implementing all the
ple want elections under a | time.” Faisalal-Husseini, the
caretaker government. The | leading PLO figure in
BNP should have been wise Jerusalem told Reuters,

enough to understand this. Israeli Internal Security

~To find a solution to the po-
litical crisis, the main respon-

Minister Moshe Shahal said on
Sunday he would ban foreign

Political crisis must end
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building up infrastructural fa-
cilitiess and expansion of
 poverty alleviation pro-
gramines.

Both sides decided to con-
clude the annual discussion for -
cpoperation between the two
countries by March/April this
year,

Earlier, initiating the dis-
cussion the Finance Minister
thanked the German govern-
ment for its support and assis-
tance to Bangladesh since the
independence of the country.

Nilphamarti
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ploding hand bombs:

Police lobbed tear. gas
shells, used batons and opened
fire which left Kamruzzaman
killed and five injured.

Later, the mob attacked
some 30 residences of the dis-
trict officials at the Staff Quar-
ters and officials of the law

‘enforcing agencies elsewhere
- in the town. A
The DC said the mob also
set fire to the residence of a
first class magistrate, Abdul

Majid. .
{V’Itncsses said the mob also -

attacgccl a vehicle of the fire
. brigade and stormed its station
In ran ' Bazar area of the
town. _

Three of the injured —
Sanu, Pradip and Shamsul Hugqg
— were shifted to Rangpur
Medical College from Nil-
phamari Sadar Hospital in a
critical state. -

Local journalists said that
. the body of their colleague was
not returned on demand and
kept at the local polize station
till the filing of this report at
about midnight.

A tense situation is prevail-
ing in Nilphamari town.

‘World Cup

“* From Page 1

both BTV and Star Sports but
HTV's telecast is doubtful due
to Eid-ul-Fitr falling on that
day. Delayed coverage of -the
Sri Lanka-Zitnbabwe game will
follow the other match on.
Star Sports. Pk

A deflated English team
take on Holland at Peshawar
on February 22 while joint
favourites Australia begin their
cammpaign against Kenya the
next day.

- Hasina
From Page 1

not the country, nor the indus-
v tries.”

They alsa errressed
solidarity with the oppocition
programme and sa‘'d they
would give allout support to
“ensure the fall of this illegal
government.,” the press release
added. '

FBCCI vice-president Ras-
hiduzzaman , Dudu, DCCI

E{rcatdem Ali Hossain and y

litan Chamber presi-
amson H Chowdhury

etro
dent

~were, among others, present ’

in the meeting. -
- Awami ue leaders, in-
cluding Abdus_S$amad Azad,

Abadu! Mﬁnnaﬁrﬁﬂur Hossain

Amu, Tofael Ahmed, Abdur.

Razzaque ‘and Surunjit Se
‘ﬂuptat_', were also prt&crft. G

W

sibility lies with the rulin ministers' visits to the site in

party. BNP should now hol accordance with Israel's policy

talks not only with the tical | of barring Palestinian diplo-

parties, but also with t | matic activity in Arab East

fnr_nfn:ssinnal groups and trade | Jerusalem.

rodies, - Shahal's move came as main
Israeli opposition head
Benjamin anyahu declared

the future of Jerusalem would
be the focu's of his cam in
early national elections called
last week by Prime Minister
Shimon Peres. The election,
originally slated fot October
will now take place in May or

Finance Minister Saifur :
Rahman requested the German
minister to support and partic-
ipate in the co-finan of the
Jamuna bridge railway ap-

HI;HLO"u_r—_ges foreign
- to defy Israel

- contr

between Israel and the
Palestine Liberation Organisa-
tion.
“1t will be a violation of the
ace agreement... it (Orient
ouse) is not part of the

" Palestinian authority so he has

no right due to the agreement
to forbid people from coming
to this place,” Husseini said.

Israel and the PLO are to
hold final status talks begin-
n in May. Jerusalem {s one
of the thorniest issues left for
final talks.

Palestinians want FEast
Jerusalem as the capital of a
future state. Israel, w m:n -
tured the Arab half of city
in the 1967 Middle East war
and annexed it, claims all of
the city as its indivisible capi-
tal and vows never to cede any
part of it. :

AFP adds: A Palestinian offi-
cial said- The United States
must intervene to stop the
spread of Israeli settlements
on the West Bank if it wants

.the PLO to scrap class in its

nations

| | -Ekushéy Padak

charter for the destruction of
Israel.
Ahmed Korei. a senior PLO
iator with [srael, told the
Arabic dailly Al-Hayat: "If the
US wants us to amend the PLO
charter, it must also make
Israel understand the need to
stop colonisation.”

Korei, who sald colonisation
was continul at an increas-
ing rate, insisted that the
United States play a role in
st ng the spread of Jewish
settiements.

“If the Israelis serfously
want to work towards a ce
treaty, they must stop the
colonisation, this applies
equally to Jerusalemn because
no Palestinjan will accept a

solution which does not re-
solve the Jerusalem question.”
he saild.

US Secretary of State
Warren Christopher pressed
Palestinian President Yasser
Arafat to amend the PLO char-

ler his last Middle East
peace shuttle earlier this
month.

proaches. June.

He pointed out that the to- Husseini said the ban was
-tal cosl of the project was es- |—
timated at 175 million US del-

lars. The Asian Development 'Pollce actl()n

Bank had confirmed an alloca-

tion of 70 million US dollars

f'nr dtlhf: project in its 15}95 on StUdﬁﬂtS

endin rogramme for |
Bangla cshpwh e the govern- Of JN Hall
-111-2r11.‘|:II ﬂgﬁﬂan ladesh tr?luld . l d,
provide million US dollars i

out of its own Fund. pre p anne

Germany could provide the nden

~remaining 65 million US dol- B}_f Staff Correspo - e
lars for the project. he added. A White Paper, published by

The finance minister also
requested the German minis-
ter to conclude the Comilla-

. the Ekatturer Ghatak Dalal
Nirmmul Committee on the Jan-

Chhitt:ir.gung 2jintk;r trnn!mi;; :t 3{; g?lj“ “m;r].l. I?II;H“;?
sion line project inve versi med
million dollars equivalent to | 511:““[:“15 rg tm d
Taka 1600 million which the pol s mnt];valgld % e :
Germany had committed in The -page White Paper

1995. Out of tuc three condi-
tions im by Germany, the
overnment had already ful-
illed two conditions and all |
possible efforts were being |

was based on interviews of 25
students, teachers. employees
and journalists covering the
incident and newspaper re-

made to fulfil the remaining = Bollce APHGH Wi in
one, he added. | | attempt by the government of
| - um ale?_a Zia to win

: support of fundamentalist

7 ShaﬂtIES guued forces like the Jamaat-e-Is-
- lami and pro-Pakistan groups

whe, along with Awami
(AL), are now npﬁnn% the
government.” the ite Paper
said .in its nine-point conclu-
sions. ;

It further alleged that the
motive of the attack was also to

incity = |
By Staff Correspondent |

Seven shanties were gutted I
in a fire in Tejgaon industrial

area yesterday evening. |
4 said, a

Fire ade sources
fire broke out at a slum near aPchﬂ'-‘- Pakistan. _
the BG Press at around 6 pm The White Fapc.r also
and it took the firemen 40 | claimed that Jamaat's press
rhinutes to put out the blaze. statement condemning the

Fire brigade sources could | incident was to please the AL
not say how the fire and termed it an "act of politi-
originated. ' cal -h sy and a bid to hide
: 3 the party's misdeeds."

It also said that the AL re-
frained from taking up any
amme to protest the in-

VOte ngglng g | E;‘l:?egr:l't "to establish it as an
alleged

anti-India political force. Such
By Staff Correspondent

a role by the country's pi-

oneering pro-liberation politi-
An independent candidate
Navila Chowdhury, who con-

cal party was tontributing to
the rise of communal and fun-
damentalist forces.”

tested the last elections from In its five-point re¢commen-
Madaripur-1, gcsterda ac- | dations, the ite -Paper felt
cused her BNP rival of vote | that a case be filed ainst
rigging. : Home Minister Abdul Matin

Addressing a press confer- | Choudhury. & ' -

- ence at the Jatiya Press Club,

Indian wer ﬁvows -

job quota for Muslims

NEW DELHI, Feb 19: Si-
taram Kesri, Welfare Minister
of Indian Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao's mment
said here today that he was
person in favour of reserva-
tion of j for Muslims in gov-
ernment services.

In an interview with BSS at
his office chamber here today
Kesri said, “The reservation is-
sue should be pursued for
Muslim and me rs of other
minority communities in con-
sideration of their prevailing
deplorable socio-economic
conditions.” ,

In this context, he recalled
the observations that he had
made at a seminar, organised

Aligarh Muslim University at
the Indian International Con-
ference Centre (IICC) in Delhi

_in August. 1993. '

Kesri who is known for his
pro-pegple approach to poli-
tics made it clear at the semi-
nar that to improve the socio-
economic conditions of Mus-
lims and other minorities,
there is need for their reserva-
tions also in educational insti-
tutions. :

He said, "The loyal
Muslims who opted te stay
back in India [nstead of
migrating to Pakistan at the
‘time of division®' of India,
cannot be challenged.” In this
context, he recalled with
respect the contributions of
Indian Muslim leaders
inclu Moulana Abul Kalam

Azad and Dr Zakir Hossain.

When asked what the gov-
ernment would do for the re-
construction of historic Babri
Masjid, Kesri said as the mat-

- ter is before the court it is dif-

ficult to make any comment on
it. He, however., hastened to
add, "If the Muslims are hurt
for the demolition of the
gll.::: ue, | too feel equally

ty of

Sangha Parivar. Kesri said, "It
is a tr that for religious
belief one migrant to India is

called a traitor while the other
l or) F]

Kesri listed a number of
ntcgg initiated by his ministry
and approved by the govern-
ment for the welfare and de-
velopment of members of mi-
nority communities.

He said the Rao government
has constituted national
minority financial development
institution with a fund of
rupees 500 crore. He said
since the launching of the
corporation a tot of 11
thousand Muslims have been
benefitted by it.

London blast
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whether it was a méan or a
woman. :

Four of the nime people
taken to hospitals were seri-
ously injured and one was in
critical condition. Three suf-
fered 'significant' head injuries
and the middle-aged bus
driver was in intensive care
with chest injuries. There
were also 'walking wounded.'
police and hospital officials
said. ‘

Police hope they may be
able to recover video tape from
security cameras on the bus.

‘The explosion occurred as
people were streaming out of
nearby theatres and bars.'

Only hours before the blast,
Sinn Fein, the political wing of

. the IRA, urged Britain to start

peace talks immediately.
Sinn Fein leader Gerry:

 Adams told a rally in Belfast on

Sunday: "We want to talk and
we want to have peace, but we
must have justice and. we must
have freedom.’ ‘

Navila alleged that in her own
union's polling centre, her ri-
val manipulated the results to
show that he had secured
2473 votes while only 12 votes |
were cast in her favour. Be-
sides, in the neighbouri
union, out of a total 210
votes, the BNP contestant se-
cured 1772 wvotes while it was
. shown that she had bagged 65
votes, ; I
Navila claimed that the
casting of votes in the two
unions was shown as 90 per
cent which was an astoun
figure considering that in most
centres only 20 to 30 per cent
voles were ‘cast. She stated
that. out of 83 centres, the re-
sults from 81 showed that she
was leading over her BNP rival
by 864 votes. g
She called upon the Elec-
tion Commission to declare
" her elected as she said she had
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia with the recipients of 'Ekushey Padak’ for the year 1995 at Osmany Memorial Hall in

—PID phots
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medal, a citation and Taka
ty thousand.

Begum Asma Abbasi re-
ceived award on behalf of her
husband Mustafa Zaman Abbasi
while Shafqat Nizam recetved
the award on behalf of his fa”’
ther Shaheed Intellectual
Nizam Uddin Ahmed.

Introduced in 1976, the
state-level 'Ekushey Padak’ is
being given to the renowned.
litterateurs, artistes, educa-
tionists and jouroalists each
year as recognition of their no-
table contributions in different
fields of nationa! life.

The Prime Minister said
congenial atmosphere has
been created in the society
with the establishment of
democracy and freedom of ex-
pression.

Only democratic atmo-
sphere. she saild, can ensure
creative activities of intellec-
tuals, writers and artistes.

She said the spirit of
Ekushey had paved the way for
the establishment of sovereign
and independent Bangladesh.

Ekushey February. Begum

Zia said. enkindles the suc-.

cesses ol our national life and
lnlg!rcl us to go ahead.

he paid tributes to the
martyrs of the | age move-
ment, - liberation war and
democratic movements of the

Ministers, educationists, lit-
terateurs, artistes. journalists
and cultural organisers were
present on the occasion.

Cabinet Secretary Ayubur
mman conducted the func-

Ekushey
From Page 1 ° |,
edly to give democracy
£rete shape, to eradicate
poverty and illiteracy and en-
deavour to establish universal
human values.

- Various political parties, +

student organisations and so-

cio-cultural bodies have drawn
up elaborate programmes to
observe the day. include

discussions, seminars, milad
mahfils and placing of wreaths
.at the

A three-day
the Banglades
Rt o P i 30 thivah
: on February

of wreaths and off

%;y:r at the Central Ehaﬁ
ar. -
DUTA's protest.

* Meanwhile, the Dha Uni-
versity Teachers' Asséciation
(DUTA) has expressed its in-
ability to cooperate with the
Amar Ekushey Udjapan Com-
mittee this year in protest
against the Prime Minister's
g ed visit to the Central

haheed Minar in the small
hotirs of February 21.

DUTA took the decision at
an emergency mee
Association's ux:c:t?ttng: com-
mittee held at the Dhaka Uni-
versity Club yesterday eve

of
hilpakala

with its president prof A
Zahurul Hagq in the chair, says
a press release.

The meeting also decided
that the president and general
secretary of the Association
would refrain from dischargin
the duties of coordinator an
joint coordinator respectively
of the Udjapan Committee
(Comnmittee for observation of
the Shaheed Day).

It said that the decision of
non-cooperation was taken in
the view of the incidents at the

Jagannath Hall centering PM's
visit to Bangla Acade on
February 1 and the political
ﬂ;tultlmri the

of ‘one- ' elections on
?ehrmrngtr '

The mémbers of the DUTA,
however, would visit the Cen-
tral Shaheed Hinur-thrm:gh A
rally from the DU Club at 6 am
tomorrow to place wreaths.
the press release said.

7 get Ekushey
~ Padak '96

The government has con
ferred the Ekushey Padak for
1996 on seven persons for
their contributions to their
respective fields, reports BSS.

e following persons have
been awarded the Ekushey
Padak for 1996

Literature — Hasnat Abdul
Hye and Rahat Khan: Arts and
Culture — A K M Ferez Alarh
(Feroz Shai) posthumous: Edu-
cation rof Abdul Hye
(posthumous); Prof Sirajul (s-
lam Chowdhury and Prof Mo
hammad Shahjahan' and Jour
nalismm — Kamnnizzaman

-

—

a con-

Shaheed Minar. '’

of the

ANKARA. Feb 19: Turkey’
Yilmaz announced today

governmernt. "We've
will start talks for

NEW DELHI. Feb 19 India's
Supreme Court opened the
way today for privatisation of

the telephone system. dismiss-
ing petitions challe the
participation of the ate
sector in ser-
vices, reports AFP. =
"The itions are dis-
:;:sed." Judge AM Ahmadi
The court all 10
the privati-
sation of the  state-owned
telecommunications

Solicy. & s ThisiTic depar
policy as an storic ar-
{ure” from the l]:l.:? o

The court ordered the *
government in December to

t its privatisation on

old until it could rule on the
petitions submitted by private
individuals and groups and op-
position members of parlia-
ment.

- The petitions have ted
to the privatisation of the tele-
phone system on various
grounds, including the gov-
ernment's fatlure En establish
an independent telecommuni-
cation regula authority be-
fore issuing t 5.

Indian vpposition parties
have attacked the rnment
of Prime Minister PV
Narasimmha Rao over its han-
dling of the privatisation
{ cess and have demanded the
resignation of Cornmunications

5 more killed in

Karachi violence

KARACHI, Feb 19: Political
violence in this Pakistani port
city claimed five more- lives,
including two pdlicemen and
an op tion activist, au-
thorities said today, reports

AFP.

An eadly' clash be-
tween police and the city's
main opposition Mohajir

aumi ovement (MQM)

lled the activists and another
' | eivillan’ in the eastern Korangi
district, police said.

The bullet-riddled bodies of
two policemen were also found
in the city’s eastern area, while
another civilian was shot dead
in overnight violence else-
where in the city, said.

Security officials said the
slain policemen were abducted
Sunday by unidentified gun-
men. They had apparently
been tortured before being

Police - and p;nmﬂituy
r patrolling in armoured
veh carried out a house-
to-hduse search in Korangi,
where residents said

ter Manage t Harun-ur-
Rashid of ., and Moiuddin
Ahmed Dulal of NDA, Md Elahi
Baksh of Jagadal : Halima
Akhter of Janadal — are comn-
. from this seat of the

:‘hr.n ast report caime in
at 10 pni. Harun-ur-Rashid of

bombs that left six peoq‘l;
Lnﬂuding Aftab, injured.

during

Of the other injured, Nazrul
Islam, a student of
ﬁricunural University, was

mitted to a private clinic at

-Rangpur. Four others were
given first aid.

In Sirajganj. at least 30
people were ‘injured in the
post-election clashes yester-

Witnesses said, 12 le
were injured at Kachihara
Bazar in Kazipur thana in a
clash between the ruling

party and opposition
su rs at about 10 am.
' of the injured were

admitted to Kagzipur Health
In another clash at

in thana between
! mufTBHPmm
at noon. Thrum were

admitted to Rayganj Health

& e s: Seven persons

including the local pourashava
chairman, two lice sub-in-
spectors and two police con-
stables were injured in post-
election clashes between
Awami League and BNP sup-
porters 'af ohanganj thana
sadar Sunday night yester-
day moming. police and wit-
nesses said.
The police
injured when t were tryIn’
to disperse a procession o
Awami we denou the
February 15 eléctions.
The critically injured police
rsonnel were admitted to
ymensingh Medical Coliege
Hospital and the ava
chairman was admitted to
Netrokona Sadar al.
The Superintendent of Po-
lice, Netrokona,K visited the
Mohanganj area and h-
ened police security there

SOt II].E.] were

s Motherland Part
that
Necmettin Erbakan had agreed to formm a coalition
on most matiers. and our friends
istribution of ministries Wednesday,"
Yilmaz told a news conference with Erbakan. reports AFP.

Indian SC rejects petition
.~ against telecom deals

Eﬁciﬂed numt::ﬂnf
| people would be released after

leader Mesut

he and Islamist leader

Minister Sukh Ram.

The opposition has accused
Ram of acting improperly in
the tender process, in which a
little known firm, Himachal
Futuristic Communications Ltd
tT his home state, submit-

bids totalling a staggering
27 billion dollars.

Ram has denied the allega-

tions and has accused the op-

ition of carrying out a
?;:ch:nlly motivated” cam-

paign against him.
Indian Textile

Minister resigns

NEW DELHI. Feb 19: Tex-
tile Minister Kamal Nath re-
signed from Indian Prifne Min-
ister Narasimha Rao's cabinet
after his name was linked to

the unfolding black money
scandal, the, United News of
India said today, reports
Reuter.

In his letter to Rao, Kamal
Nath said he was resigning be-
cause his name had 1]
linked to a scandal which has
rocked India's political system.

UK company to
set up denim
factory in Ctg

R G Foster Textile Machin-

ery Lid of the UK will set up a
join P

{ venture denim Incm in
out

Chittagong, an official h
said in the city yesterday, re-

ports BSS,
The project, worth nine
million US dollars (over Taka

36 drore), will cover all
as :;i :-I mﬂmilﬁl pr;;iucunn

g. through indi
dyeing. weaving and ﬂnlnhi:{g
fto e-up.

‘- Roger Gregory, Managin
Director of RG Foster, made aﬁ
announcemernt to this effect in
London following the com-
pany’s participation in the De-

artment of Trade and Indus-
ry (DT1) sponsored trade mis-
sion to Bangladesh in Novem-
ber lut'{elr. Gregory also took
part in the British trade mis-
sion to Bangladesh in Novem-
ber 1994,

. Gregory said that a site for
the factory had already been
identified and it contained all
the basic infrastructures
needed.

Eid tomorrow
From P 1

gum Biswas wﬂl'muﬂtr pra

'ued:mg' divine of the
-:.llsighty for mn}luﬂx:md peace
well as unityfy ty and sol

of the M Ummah.
In the National Eid

maidan ements will

be there for women to say
Hu'- co tions I be

held at the tul ﬁumﬂ

National Mosque. The first

maat will be held at 7 am.
second at 8 am, the third at 8-
45 am and the fourth at 9-30

am. _

BSS adds fé:l'.u‘m ‘Chtttggémg:
According to ittagong Cen- -
tral Eh'fi‘g Jamaat Committiee,

the main Eid jamaat will be
held at Chitt stadium at 8

am to be led atib of Shahi
Jame Anwar Hus-
sein Jaberi Al- . Ed ja-

maats will also be held at
Jamiatul Falah Maidan, Shah

Jame Masjid, Pologround,
Jamboree

round, Halishahr
Eidgah Maidan and a scores of
other mosques and Eidgahs.

Clinton greets
Khaleda

US President Bill Clinton
has wished Prime Minister Be.

gum Khaleda Zia and the peo-
ple of Bangladesh a happy and

Egperml Eid-ul-Fitr. reports

"Mrs Clinton joins me in

wishing you and all the peopie
of Bangladesh the blessings ol
a pea | and perous Eid

ul-Fitr.,” President Clinton said
in a jetter sent to Prime Minis
ter Begum Khaleda Zia yester

President Clinton said the
United States looks forward to
'lmri.inq_ with Bangladesh in a
spirit of friendship and coop
eration on the many challenges
that lie ahead.

The US President said. "On
this holy occasion. we look
back with gratitude at your

ment s erous contn

tton towards international
peacekeeping efforts and re
member especially the many
Bangladeshi peacekeepers



