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Benapole Customs warehouse overcrowded

JESSORE. Feb 19 There
are allegations of corruptiu,
miamanagrmrnt pilierage,

gence. and supervision
Froghlem of lecal Furté‘mlhur
t inst Benapole Customs
% .fount causing losses to
Importers and pational rev-
enue camings, said sources.

According to reports. huge
quantity of valuable goods, im-
ported fromn India against hard
earned foreign exchange worth
Taka hundred crore are rot-

with imported goods
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Allegations also said that
pilterage of goods from the
warehouse were rampant, El"?’lre
ticularly froimn store no 12.
store-keeper in connivance
with security guards of Pnrt
Authority was allcgtcdl
gaged in carrying ou a.g:
of goods including yarn, cot-
ton, electronics and other
valuable

A group of CF cleu—u:lg' and
Furwardirl:g] Agents . and Im-

) L o e b
o g k'ﬁ s . o
Wi R

ried from India in 1975 but
ater. it was reportedly re-
moved [rom the warehouse.

When the team of journal-
ists mei thc Assistant Traffic

war Hossain
to fin uut whct and how far
the alleged reports of llfe.rlg:
were correct, he tald that
nothing was known to him as
he joined the station only six

months ago.
But one of his mllcngutu

JESSORE: Inside view of the Benapole Cu.ttnms warehonse whem 1mpurted guudz are lying

fAumped fqr months.

uncared in the ware house

. E.gmpule'c"ustnma for ;
. During . recent- yisit inside
the ware . a téam of jotir-
nalists from Jessore,. found
that many consignments con-
taining machineries, mntur
mll:lu chemical GI tripes were
un open sky across the -
wmhuuu being expeosed to
sun. Allegations received from
different. agents during' the
visit. say that the were
being damaged. Some materi-
. als were alréady damaged. they

pnrtera . lodged cnmplainta
with local c officer nst
the store keeper for pilferage

of their ggportbd items from
the warehouse.. But In vain.
. There has been no actidn nor
reportedly in  change of his
pa‘m:ticc e case

dumped and scaltered ., of the powerful generator from

. the warehouse was subse-

uently ignored r by

the former Joint Commis-
sioner; -Bea:gle Customs, He-
_ lal Uddin his potnusr.l at;
“ tention was dravwn to the mat-
ter. The gennrntur was im-

' —'Star photo

El.llmhidi.}lf on his behalf
that pilferage is very’ lik
since the C ents and im-
rters enter the warehouse
ently after entry of their
consignment in connection
wﬂh
physically possible for them to
watch over all the goods
source on condition of
:rmn]rmjt_v informed the jour-
nalists that already four cases
of consignment-missing from
. ‘'warehouse, have been take u
by Benapole Customs, wi

~ activities of this

' Itwunlpolmmtd

clearance. It was not

ﬁnﬂ :m%::rﬂty to explain‘posi-
on in s respect on priorit
basis. ? s
It was also reported that
there is a for
fic Manager (DTM) here,
Shaikh Hasan Ali DTM, Mu a
Port. is currently holding the
additional charge of this
Benapole Land Port.
than Mongla Port in revenue

earnings and n handllngs
is controlled b ngla Port
huthnrit (MP qlnnt incep-
tion, CF Agentl and im '

. porters
aiso informed that Bena nlc
Port office was no better
post nfﬂce. All sorts of dlp
putes, objections and compli-
cated matter, were refi to
MPA from here for decision
and necessary action, they,
contained. Normally in suc

cases decision takes more than |

a month to come from MPA. .
Another source told that
rt are not

ful 'A, rather

gavemedby‘

. s are is-
sued frem mmn this

port. :
the
visit that over. 5000 tons' of
cargo were lying in the wa.'re

“house ﬂ-u:u -ga&cer

last 3 to' 4
or im

interest to nlenr the cdrgo.
the

It was a]nu learnt, that rate

create space crigls in

~ warehouse.

- of warehouse rent and demur-

le port *
haka or
ywhere in the country.

at Bena
that of

s lower

“l‘hat‘n why _the importers con-

sume time to clear the
on Eu ;

However a decisi
been takm hjr customs to dis-
cargo within 45

gosc t:rf thdr mtry lntu the -

. Port &uﬂmﬂty has becn
asked to send least of such de-
faulters. This will help solve
space crisis, a source said.

Eaurces infprmed that

napolc mumfgg%nif:;

-while in recent days 50.000
tons of cargo are be han-
dled here with limi han-

dling equipment. -

i.i...'-."
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TETU.LIA {P'anchagarh} Plent}' nf pmeapple frulta are grown in tha area but ]mns share uf the pmduce is locally
mnsumed because of lack of transportatmn facilities 1 in. the reg‘mn ’

% The return I get aﬂer all that

~ This has been major cause to

~— Star phot.n

hard work is not satisfactory"

by Amran Hossain'back from Panchagarh

TETULM [Panr:hagarhl Feb
19: The country's northern

most point, Tetulia in Pancha-.
garh district, having a popula-
tion of about 90,000 . people

almost all of whom heavily de-
pend on farmirig. has ara-
tively very fertile land. The en-
tire area is more or less sandy

-Tegion containing high contént

of mineral contents in the soil.
Sadly. the huge quantity of
produce grown in the region
do not fetch the expected
price. according to local farm-
€rs.

Although itldisco the
farmers, there is no alterna-

| tive. The entire region's m—_'

] that hard work is nnl
isfactory but this is the way it

~ year. Irrig
jor draw-back in the entire

omy is largr%jy dominated by

agriculture e farmers rathet
seem to be hdppy with what-
ever they fetch. "I have been
growi %htmps since last 22
years. The return [ get after all
sat-

has been,” -said AlimuHah of
Ramachundi, an old man from

Rangpur in Pﬂ.ru:h;iarh.
Agriculture in the northern
region always faced hardship

with growing natural calami-
ties in addition to drop in un-
dérground water- level every
ation has had a ma-

region due ‘to this reason.

“Irrigation. is very mpensivﬂ-

here in Tetulia. To qﬂ water
for an acre of crop land one .
has to pay as much as between
Tk 1. and 2,000 for the

whole season. Cost of other in-

. puts like fertiliser, seeds; and
" others can at times be a huge
burden compared to what we
actually get in return.,” said

Matiur Rahman, a fellow col-

league farmer of Alimullah
from anj.

"Profit - from selling the
produce. is very marginai " said
Golam Faruque a broker who
buys vegetables in the winter
seasons and sells in the local

markets. "We can not offer the

" Com

farmers big profit because uf
risk of the produce being de-
on way to shipment.
Marketing . system. on the -
other hand, is very poor, he
added saying, there ts no cold

- storage to prtserve the vﬂgeta-

bles.

At a local market in Shalbas
han this correspondent asked
rices of a few winter vegeta-
E{fs A kilogram of brinjal cost
one. The quality of the crop
is very high indeed. Sadly
traders hardly find customers
buying more than two to three
kilograms. A kilogram of potato
and tomato cost Tk 3 each.
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i Narsi
into ‘this

he-
' mc four

sons and a dlughtarltved a
_miserablé life.’ He now works

-5‘

Planning
i.and makes Tk 1,800 aquonth.-
aHl‘l eldest. son, asprivate car
th'i‘l'!.'l‘ also contributes a t

scene of

idris All, with Pk

-he and his wife, two -

office in the town . Jaﬂmr

e s

e 1
F i EL =

There are a total af 20
as a nigt guard at a local Fam- _ semi-kutcha housés in Bhe-

ucted by the
Hiniptry nd uoder th‘c*i

fnitint:d as Gucmn

the Ershad government. Thc
Erujﬁ:t aims at praﬂdlng
for the totally assetiess

ple. The size the land,

on w‘mm"

are, -however condi-

certain
g‘;.m. m “"has to fulfil

e o g “ﬂf ’_"f.‘h'-

e

uhmtth- umhﬁlm Adarsha Gram
ety e S . <

1 also happens wh

bynmum.qmnuw

Through public announce-’
mients ﬂu landiess
are inf of interviews by a

committee headed By Thana
Nirbahi Officer in each thana.
The committee members are

for identifying and
‘selecting uine recipients.
This way genuine needies
are selected.

It is a difficult lu-k udd M
Shawkat, TNO of Bhelanagar.
‘Sometimes they fool us by
prnﬁdlrt:gyfalu dmumm:dltn

L are genuine ca
PI';V! nﬁglhuw ué
pers frnm the office of t tir
res ve union parishads

their photos attested try-
Ing to convince us (o consitder
his . or 'her case.’ he' said
‘hundreds tum up ask-
ing us to consider cases. All
afe interviewed but only a. few
are selected. In some cases we
have to select less than the
number we could cater to. This
disputes

arise.’

When f{amilies move into
their new homes, NGOs are
assigned the Promeotion
‘Planning onitoring Unit
(PPML)), a cell (under
istry of Land) respon
monitoring all activiti

. to look after socio-

omic needs of the set-
tlers. They provide credit facil-
ities and all the-basic needs of

-~ Btar pheto

¥ *zo-mm
Plpcty*-3
exams, has volunteered to

a
supervisor of the Bhelanagar-

community. She is a
small sum as hon m by
the NGO. 'l teach the children
as well as the aduilts how-to

read and write. | lessons
from 10 am to 12 noon four
days a week. | collect
weekly instalments from the.

bnrrmt.?rmntlm&tnumct

lome fe for the have-nots

cases where Incal e have’
_ taken hold of the ﬂmpl :

has larnd.
Disputes in such cases con-
tinue for a long time.’

The project, started in

1988, is ﬁ:intly financed by the
Govern- -

European Union and
ment of

the project. Sufng*aalzlﬁm- .

ilies have been settled.

uurbelttuutexlm for
other + uﬁm d.
ficial of

“Children ptt.andl

level in the villag

- hecn cmnﬂ

When asked about the con-
dition, of 33,121 families al-
ready settled and how th
were leading their lifé. the of-
ficial informed that income
es has in-
creased by 48 per cent. The
project, however can not, ad-
SF e Scuttey. Acoordtiog 1o Ao

coun an
estimation, tE«t‘l‘e are about 10
million- landless people in the
country. To settle one milion
families at the rate of 6,000 a

) mr.ﬂwﬂlhktmemnhﬂf

centuries.
The PFHU officials admit-
ting the above facis said, over

70 per
f Ilnw fami ro-
g Blzmpl Etﬂ! ghﬂ-
n hnlnw rs ol *age
mguhr!y ntturdy:cahooll and
04 per cent families have
by ilﬂng;
scheme.

a Iulun inlchml in

Admha Grram in Flnpur diltn:t

Partial viéw of Abashan Adarshs Gram in Monpura thana of Bhola distriet,

.cent families actiﬂ'lr.

‘called 'Gorbe'.

—ru

The centuries old
Garib Shah Mazar

left uncared

L =
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MAGURA, Feb 19: For lon
two centuries old Gorib Sha
Majar still 'stands as a histori-
cal symbol at village Nohata in
Bripur’ thana of Magura dik-
trict. -

- Gorib Shah was a saint
- of eighteen century. His biog-
raphy was not kept by the his-

torians. As a resulf, it is not -

life. |
It is, however, learnt that

he was born in 1757 at vi

Nohata in Sripur thana.
family was known as fakir,
(poor], family. The economical
condition of his family was not
SO . In his boyhood he was
He did not re-
ceive education, though
there no such institution
in that fime. He 'learnt Arabic
from a teacher of his own vil-
Ilge The name of his teacher
Munshi. Gorib Shah

manlb]e to mlh}ct actual fact of
s ;

o
' ow su at-
ural when he lived at

the house of Gorjan Munshi.

One t his teacher, Gorjan
Munsh nw him ::rtmung a
iow Cachar Sounal weE 3

How teachers Was as-

lnnllhed to see this in that

The feacher usually took

water for l?u (purification)
from him. He Jn&d to take
.water from Gorib Shah after he

_ are a few more Majar’

had observed that miracle in-
cident.

He thén showed so man
spiritual activities that the

. news of super power spread

every where. A
were attracted
time and the

ples. Then Key
Gorib Sha Dewan'.

Due to lack of care for inng
time this spiritual man's
‘Majar’ is lying at Nohata totally
neglected.

t was learnt that the last
da of the month of 'Aswin a

'ﬁt number of disciples

ered at his ‘Majar to de-
vute their respect to him. Be-
sides, ma:[\lw evotees come at
his Ma,fur around the year.

Talking to the caretaker of |

roup of people
him at tha#
came disci-
called him

| the 'Majar’ it is learnt that a

small pucca room and waiting
shed had already been dam-
aged. The caretaker had nb
fund to rebuild the waiting
shed and ‘Majar’. Now there is
only a small pucca room on the
‘Majar’ site.

Concerned authority of the
government has not taken ini-
tiative to preserve this histori-

cal Majar", it was alleged byr
the local ple.
It is learnt that there

s of Gorib
Shah in different places of tht
nmnu-y

G{}PHLGAHJ Feh 19: An
amount of Tk five crore seven-
tyfive lakh has been spent to-
wards the development of

Pourasava under the
town infrastructural de-

ve]opmcnt cﬁ?}ect durlng last

five finan ars. was
gathered from al -uurcu.

Spend the sald amount,
g mlm ha uf 3.32
(ota) Iadh of 13:i03 were
to o mre
constructed installation of w

ter M:ﬂ line hlﬂgﬁ
lﬂﬂﬂ lmgit::y latrines and
clultm and construction of 15

35

culverts and cross-drains have

been completed. . :

Of them the financial
mr 1994-95, as many as 12
' minous carpeting roads
ving of 1.50

Mcduﬁruthemm
1993-94 five as phalted
s with a total length of

, three RCC with

Gopa]gamPourashava
spmds'l‘k5crfor f

-development in 1994-95
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a total length of 7.00 kilome:
tres. Six drains having a
total lengths of 3.571 kilom
tres and 300 sanitary latri
and clusters were taken up for
construction and completed
duty.

Moreover, 4 box culverts
of a total length of 2.253 me-
tres. Light cross drains two

e-bond road with a

1.25 kilometres. Mar-

kets were also constructed at a
total cost of Tk 30 lakh.

During the year 1992-93 an

amount of Tk 50 lakh wds

t . towards the construe-

of 8 asphalted roads haw

ing a total lengths of 2.817
ki tres. Three water-su
pe-lines having a to

of 1.576 kilometres. |

n‘ the year 1991-92 as

e n“tummn:

2.12 hllnmetru. One watet

pgty h|:':l pe line with a length
lometres. 15 pucea
dunbinl 13 twin pit latrines

and uth:r mklm%
at a total cost of Tk

Various other development
worh were still being carried
' within the Gopalganj

E:t :“bg:!m e "“a"#"ﬁ
_ finance



