DHAKA TUERSDAY FEBRU AKY 20

1996

LIVE T INTERNE] ==

S

Intemet Off-line
Tips on How to

Bangladesh ahs yet to inaugurate its first In-
ternet server, hence, direct access to the In-
ternet requires a long distance telephone call.
But luckily. if you have access to email, much of
the information on the Internet is available to
you through email as well. With just a few email
commands, you can access almost anything.

Below are some of the email commands you
can cmpluy to receive specific information via
email. Be careful, though, especially if you must
pay per kilobyte of incoming email. Poorly
- composed searches can retrieve hundreds and

. hundreds of kilobytes of email. Perhaps the
best way to get started {s to make a friend on
the Internet (see the "Internet Expatriate So-
ciety” above] and have them search the Inter-
net for you. That way they can informm you el
the size of the search renults befurr forwarding
them to your account. !

So good luck. And as they say on the Inter-

net. "Happy surfing!” !

Looking for someone on the Internet? .

Try sending an email to : '

mailserve@internic. net

In the subject line write :

whois <name>

(Or, for searching the thousands of news-
grops on the Internet to see if they have
posted any message. Send an email to :

mail-server@rtim. mit. edu

In the body of the message (not the subject
line), write:

send usenet- addrcm! <name>

with <name> being the name or keyword of
the person or email address your are searchng
for).

if you want more information on how to find
peoples’ email addresses, send an emaifto :

mail-server@rtfm. mit. edu

In the body of the email write :

send usenet/news. answers/f{inding-ad-
dresses _ ;

Looking for specific information on the In-
ternet?

A new service at Stanford University in the
US makes it possible to search Internet news-
groups (like soc. culture bangladesh) for post-
ings that contain keywords of interest to you.
‘You can even "subscribe’ and receive a daily list
of newsgroup postings that match your search
criteria. Fﬂf Mmore mfﬂrmalmn send an empail
to :

netnews@bd stanford edu

In the body of the message. write :

“Help

Want to join a mailing list for a suhjr:f:t of in-
terest to you?

To find out about mailing 1151.5 that are rele-
vant to your interests send the tfollowing com-
mangd to : '

LISTSEV@vm 1. nodak. edu

In the body of your message. write ;

LIST GLOBAL /<keyword>

The articles, or "posts” (to use Internet parlance) published in this pa
Internet news group called "soc.culture.bangladesh,” or SCB. In this newsgroup, Internet users from around
the world, mostly Bangalees, discuss issues relevant MBangIada;h In "Live _from the Internet' the Daily Star
reprints these posts verbatim (complete with English language errors) — just as thlymldﬂppmrmw
computer screen. Tl‘uyhmmlybun nditﬂfwdumﬂmmﬂuluhbctm
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Access Internet

Information Through Email

(you mustreplace <keyword> with an ap-

propriate search word such as Marketing. Ed-

ucation, Environment, Medicine, etc.)

Another helpful document which details the
commands used to subscribe, unsubscribe and
search mailing list archives can be retrieved by
sending an email to :

LISTSER@ubvm. cc. buffalo. edu

In the body of your message. write ;
get mailserv cmd nettrain f=malil

Looking for files or software to download
from the Internet?

send an email to one of the following ad-
dress.

ftpmail@sunsite. unc. edu

Iin the body of the message, you must in-

ct the computer where to go and what e
do. First you must open the I'tp site where you
want to search, so type ;

open <site>

Then you must either list thevmndlru:
tories and files at that site with the "dir" com-
mand or change the with the "chdir”
command. If the file you want to retrieve, is a
text file, you must write .

get <flle name>

If it is a binary file, as are most software and
graphics, you must write :

get. <flle name> |

Then you must end the command string
with the word “guit”.

Now, let's try one example. There's an ex-
cellent collection of recipes at the FTP com-
puter with the address : gatekeeper. dec. com,
and they are located in the directory called
“recipes”, which is itself located in the direc-
tory called “pub”. If we want to retrieve the list
of these recipe files, we send a message to :

ftpmail@sunsite. unc. edu

and in the body of our message, write ;

open gatekeeper. dec. com

‘chdir pub/recipe

dir

quit

Once we receive the list of recipe flles, we
can chose one, say, "fishcurry txt" (text indi-
cates that it is a text file). We then send an-
other email to ftipmail@sunsite. unc. edu, but
this time write in the body of our message :

open gatekeeper. dec. com

chdir pub/recipe

get fishcurry. txt

guit

Here are some interesting FTP sites you
may want to search : l

oci. berkeley. edu — directory : pub/library
for documents Bible, lyrics. etc. rtfm. mit. edu
— directory : pub/usenet/news. answers for
USENET info oak. cakland. edu — directory :
Simtel/mosdos for huge DOS software liberary.
ftp. sura. net — directory : pub/nic for Internet
how-to documents. quartz. rutgers. edu — di-
rectory : pub/humeor for lots of humor files.

LIBRARY KIOSK ANSWERS QUESTIONS

An information kiosk in the library of
Southwestern College in California answers
questions routinely flelded by overworked ref-
erence librarians, such as "Where can [ find in-
formation on (famous person X)?" "We have
found that at our reference desk. two-thirds of
the questions we get are locational.” says the
college's dean of instructional services in the
publication "Chronicle of Higher Education.”
The kiosk offers a library tour. including pho-
tographs of the actual facility and a floor plan.

COMMERCIAL SERVICES

Comimercial online services are having a
difficult time keeping customers and differen-
tiating themselves, as informed computer
users switch over to small Internet access
providers, "the Wall Street Journal” reports. In
tandem with subscriber defection is the prob-
lem of Internet content providers who
incr are setting up their own shops on
the Web. bypassing the commercial services
altogether. While the number of commercial
service subscribers has grown to about 125
million over the past decade (doubling in the
past year), {he number of World Wide Web

INTERNET UPDATE

users increased eight-fold. to eight-million, in
just the past year. according to a survey of the
International Data Corporation.
KEY RESUME WORDS FOR '96

Emplovers of information systems experts
in 1996 will be looking for people who know
the Internet., client-server computing or net-
working. according to hiring executives, the
publication “Information Week" reports.

BANGLADESH WEB PAGES
http / /www.db toronto edu:B0O20/people /hasan

/fhasan htmi
http: / /www db. toronto. edu;: 8020/ people /hasan
/BD/bd humnl

BED /Bdeghi Internet Resources Index Broker:
http: / /blues.db toronto edu:8090 /bangladesh-
index-db/

To register your URL for indexing:
http:/ /blues.db toronto edu:8090 /bangladesh-

url-reg/ ‘

the Banga-Parichaya Home Page:

hitp/ /users._aol com/imacs “himl

Images of dhaka on election day please check

this out:

http: / /www cnn.com/WORLD /9602 /bangladesh
-elex/index.htmi
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- Debate on Solution to BD CI'ISIS.

Zia Hassan
zisan@iastate.edu
[JSA:

"1 have been carefully reading

all the postings in the SCB re-
garding the current political
situation in Bangladesh. It is
my understanding/antitipation
that:

1) The February 15 election is
not a solution to the problem.
2]} Elections must be held
within Feb. 23 to uphuld the
constitution.

3) BNP will get a majority
this election (at least 270/300
seats)

problems with this one.
Constitutional amendment is
no simple matter, and | would
be willing to bet pounds to
peanuts that this part of the
process would break down,
because the Opposition parties
would have no direct role in it.
3) Once the constitution
has been amended, the prime
minister will dissolve the par-
liament and hand over power
to a care taker government
that will conduct a fresh elec-

in tion in which all parties will

participate.
This seems to me to be the

ml
People are hooked on this idea of a caretaker government,
It won't work. Who gets to play? Who doesn't? Why not?
What power does it have to control ltsel'f? Caretaker

governments are trouble

--Denis Wright, Australia

4) Opposition wﬂl reject the

"t election.

5) Ruling party will rejoice
over their victory.

6) Strikes will continue and
the Economy. education, etc.
will continue to be affected as
a result.

Denis Wright
dwright@®metz. une.edu.au
This is a fair assessment. .

i Zia Hassan, USA: their mind to

break the agreement. The
agreement would be as follows:
1) The Feb. 15 election will go
on unopposed without the

Opposition parties. (As part of
the noble agreement)

Denis Wright, AUstralia: With
you so far...

Zia Hassan. USA: 2) BNP with
its majority will form a gov-
ernment "primarily” to amend
the constitution to facilitate
holding the elections under a
care .taker government for the
next 12 years or the next
three terms (As are the oppo-
sition demands, | believe).
BNP government will NOT

amend the vonstitution for any
other purpose. According to
the present constitution,

. | believe, that it shouldn't

Big

“won't work. Who

only solution at this time.
Otherwise | don't see how the
Opposition parties can stop
the election or how the gov-

. ernment can stop the hartals.

Denis Wright, Australia: Good
to.see someone is trying to
think constructively about a
solution, and of course, if no-
body tries, then nothing can
succeed. Corigratulations on
the attempt.

Bilayet Hossain

‘Denis -

Bilayet Hossain, USA-
Certainly---a caretaker gov-
ernment is not the best ar-
rangement, but | do not see
why is it a trouble. What you

need are sound electoral prac- .

tices -put into place - proper
scrutiny of elections, the cre-

ation of an atmosphere in |

which people can -vote freely
and
things that stop people from
being able to do that. (OK, I
know they sound like mother-
hood statements, but they are
the only way to go.) The party
that gets into power through
the democratic -process must
be allowed to run its term.

Wright, USA:
Motherhood or not they are

sound advice.\But when you say
'--"the party that gets ‘into

power through the democratic
process must be allowed to run
its term”---are vou making a
general statement---or are you
refering to Bangladesh. Does
the party that gets into power
through the 'democratic pro-
cess'--has any responsibility to
‘democratic process’ beside
finishing their term ? The
three years of the
Parliamentary history (1991-
1994)---the Zia Govt. has
shown very little respect for

Certainly---a caretaker government is not the best ar-
rangement, but I do not see why is it a trouble.

—Bilayet Hossain, USA

mbhossain@®aardvark. uoknor.ed
Oklahoma University. USA:
I also that Zia Hassan's

proposal could be a basis for

future discussion--and an even-
(ual solution. But as the situa-
tion is developing-there is lit-
tle hope. The country is in
near anarchy---and even now
none of the big playédrs has
shown any softness!

Denis Wright, - Australia:

People are hooked on this idea
of a caretaker government. It
gets to play?
Who doesn't? wh not? What
power does it hav: to control
itsell? Caretaker wm-
gre trouble.

. the

dtmm::muc 'procm .The pre-
sent impasse dcvduped over a
long period---and is the net
result of 'undemocratic atti-
tude’ of both the Govt. and the
opposition. It's the electoral
commission that must have the
mandate to put clearly defined
procedures into place. The
Commission is the key, not thc

political parties.

Bilayet Hossain, USA: 1 agree.

The present commision is be-

* .having like just another bu-

reaucratic organ of the Govt.

Denis Wright. USA: That's what
es ought to h du-
tis:

take up too much time.

the elimination of the -

| Gantam SenGupln

Naveera Ahmed.
POTONAV@®aol.com
USA:

Hello Bangladesh 1!

I'm from the USA and | live
in Potomac. Maryland. | go to
Grade 7. You're probably won-
dering my name. My name is
Naveera Ahmed and | am 13
years old. | love to be on
America Online and chat. with
people. | hope this gets pub-
lished, because | want my

friends and family to read this.
if any of you read this and want
to E-mail me, I'd be happy be-

screen name is POTONAV.
Bye for now, your friend.

Bangladesh in
World Cup'98

Musieh
fJaridm@approach.com
USA:

The draws for World
Cup'98 has been done. Asia
has been divided into ten
groups. Each group champion
makes it into the next round
from which three qualify for
France 98. Bangladesh is in
the same group as Saudi
Arabia and | think Indonesia
so our chances of qualifying
are very slim at best. Lets
keep our fingers crossed
guys. Best of luck to
Bangladesh team

cause, | like getting mail. My

This is to let my Bengali
brothers and sisters "EID
MUBARRAK!!!!!"
Have a good and happy
Eud.

--Tanveer Islam, USA

Tanveer Islam
romy@infinity.ccsi.com
USA:

This is to let my Bengali
brothers and sisters "E1D
MUBARRAK!!" Have a good
and happy Eid. Salam all.

Zajar Akbar
zakbar@cix.compulink.co. uk
UK: '

EID MUBARAK TO ALL SCB
READERS.
PS: HAPPY CHINESE NEW
YEAR TOO

Mohammad Haruhuzzaman
mharunuz@magnus.acs.ohio-
state.edu
USA:

Best wishes to everybody on
SCB on the occasion of the
Holy Eid! May Eid bring many
happy tidings to our beloved
country, now pesieged by cri-
sis!

Lutful Bari Bhuiyan '
73112.3405@CompuServe.CO
USA: |
Wishing all SCB netters a
happy Eid-ul-Fitr. May Allah

" keep us in His blessings, al-

Eid Mubarak !

Disclaimer

The Internet is a global medium of communication and |
expression. It is free from all sorts of censorship and
restrictions. It is truly a PEOPLE'S FORUM.

The opinions expressed in these columns are the
author's own as they appear to all receivers of the Internet.
We reproduce them authentically to permit our readers to
his abroad are fee

The Daily Star is not responsible
expressed in these columns.

know what

and saying.

or the opinions
- Editor,

PHONE SAVING
UP TO 70%

Dominique Bouveyron zil
100664.2730@CompuServe.C
OM
USA:

NOW YOU CAN SAVE
MONEY USING CALL BACH
TECHHGLOGYT

ITS VERY EASY. YOU
DIAL A NUMBER IN THE
USA, let it ring once, then
hang up and within seconds
the call back computer re-
turms your call providing you
with a dial tone to phone
anywhere in the world at very
economic rates due to high
competition and no
monopoly there. So US in-
ternational phone rates are

the lowest in the world.
WESTEL
COMMUNICATIONS. located

in the worldfamous city ol
PARIS, FRANCE has signed
distributor agreements with
the most reliable providers
and you will get the same
rate than dealing directly
with THEM . You will get an
itemized monthly bill from
the american provider which
will charge your credit card.
Moreover WESTEL is
WORLDWIDE MASTER
DISTRIBUTOR and has the
widest choice of call back

. companies We will advise you

in order to suit your needs
because rates features and
conditions vary widely.
WESTEL has done these
comparisons for you. We have

researched and assembled a

complete database of the
providers so we can tailor you
the right service.

Let us know the following:
country of location,which
countries you are call-
ing.business or private pur-
pose.monthly estimated
billing, advise the name ol
your current call back service
if you have one. With this in-
[ormation. we will quote you
the lowest rates available
with the best service,

Welcome to a new world
of savings, service and relia-
bility! Compuserve:
100664 .2730@compuserve.c
om .

2A19
ma3@stir, forth.ac. uh'
UK:

The most popular. and his-
torical. general election was
held on 15 February despite
the severe protest of the oppo-
sition parties in Bangladesh.

Our democratic govt. has
shown their real power of

-democracy with the help of

our most disciplined military.
Opposition -parties could stop
the election if they were
equiped enough to fight with
military and police.
So what is next? |

.~ The first lady PM in
Bangladesh is véry much aware
that holding the power with
the support (particularly ex-
plicit support) of military for a

long period of time is very dif-
- ficult. At least, she has under-

stood it in the recent time of
demonstration. But, she also
does not want to loose the
power. She has already given
an indication that she will hold
talk with opposition after the
election. What does she want
to gain from that? -.

She will put it into this way:
The election was necessary
to rule the country by consti-
tution and to save the country
from uncostitutional (possibly,
military) forces. But opposition
will not listen to her if she
does not quit and form a care-
taker govt. to hold another
election. If she agrees with the

Then, what 1S next!

s

The election was necessary m
. rule the country by constitution
and to save the country from
uncostitutional (possibly,
military) forces. But apposition
will not listen to her if she does
not quit and form a caretaker
gout. to hold another election.
‘—2A19. UK.

. If not,

—

opposition, fair enough

she will try to blame the op-

itions for all the chaos. And

he might

........ (no comment now).

But if she quits and form
the caretaker govt, why did
not she do it before?

This movement has been
going on for the last 2 years,
She could do it very easily.
People could live in peace,
Twenty people would not die
in 15 days.

Now why didn't she do 1t?

Gorami. And when she re-
alised that she is not doing the
right thing, and was. loosing
her popularity, she decided do
something that will regain her
popularity. How? Make a crisis
and gain out of that crisis.

My gquestion to PM: i

If you finally agree with the
opposition, why did you act
like Rozina. and Shabana (the
only badhiyagoto bou in Bangla
chobi)? why did you spend
millions of money for a one-
party election? Why did not
you restore peace? Why more.

+ coffin?

Banga-Parichaya: A Multimedia
' Introduction to Bengal

This software program called "Banga-Parichaya: A Multimedia

Introduétion to Bengal” is the first of its kind published as a CD-
ROM. With this program, you can explore the colorful history and
culture of Bengal from 2000 B.C. to the present through a
combination of text, sound, slidés and video. In addition to the
4000 year old history of the Bengal region

-~Gautam SenGupta. USA

imacs@aol.com

| USA:

A multimedia introduction
to Bengal on CD-ROM has been
developed to help those who
are interested in learning
about the history and culture of
Bengal. |

This software program
called- "Banga-Parichaya: A
Myltimedia . Introduction to

' is the first of its kind
publisHed'#s'a
this program, you can explore
the colorful history and culture
of Bengal from 2000 B.C. to the
present through a combination
of text, sound, slides and
video. In addition to the 4000
year old history of the Bengal

region (consisting of West

Bengal in India and Ban-
gladesh). it features oyer fifty
biographies of famous people
of Bengal from ancient past to

the present. e.g.. Vijay Sinha

who conquered Sri Lanka and
named it Sinhal, Atish Dip-
ankar the Buddhist schelar and
evangelist, poets Jaydeb and
Chandidas, Lalan Fakir, Nazrul,
Michael Madhusudan Dutta and
Rabindranath Tagore, religious
[igures Sri Chaltanya ant Sri
Ramakrishna, historical

like Nawab Siraj-ud-daula, re-
formers such as Ram Mohun
Roy. Keshab Sen, Iswar Cha-
ndra Vidyasagar. novelist
Bankim Chandra, religious lea-
ders such as Swami Vivek-
ananda and Sri Aurobindo,
scientists such as P. C. Roy, Sir
J. C. Bose, Satyendra Nath Bose
and Meghnad Saha, magician

P. C. Sorcar, freedom fighters

Netaji and Sheik Mujib,
martyrs Khudiram, Benoy,
Badal. Dinesh, Surya Sen and
Matangini Hazra, film maker
Satyajit Ray, economist Ama-
riya Sen of Harvard, engineers
such as Fazlur Rahman Khan
(designer of Sears Tower in
Chicago, the tallest building in_
the world) and Amar Gopal
Bose of MIT (invehtor of Bose
speakers) and many others. It
also features several others

from Europe who influenced .

Bengal in positive ways. e.g.,

‘CD-ROM. With '’

- Studies programs.

Sir William Jones, Sir Charles
Wilkins, Nathaniel Halhed,
William Carey, Sister Nivedita
and Mother Teresa.

In addition. the CD-ROM
covers the ethnic composition
of the Bengali people, musical
instruments of Bengal that
come alive at the touch of a
button, vocal renditions of
songs composed by Nazrul,
Rabindranath and others, de-
‘seription of feéstivals of Bengal
such as Durga Puja. Kali Puja.
Rath Jatra, Saraswati puja.
Holi, Id, Muharam and
Christmas. It also covers the
Bengali language. its Indo-
European roots,
Portuguese words in Bengall,
Bengali alphabets. numerals,
words and phrases ol everyday

- Bengali and their pronuncia-

tions, video clips from
Chitrangada, one of Tagore/s
dance dramas. a graduation
ceremony at Shantir. -
Rath Jatra in Calcutta. and
temples of Dakshineswar and
Belur Math. The CD-ROM was
unveiled for the first time at
the North American Bengali
conference in July, 1995
where it was received with
much excitement and enthusi-
asm hy Bengalis settled in the
U.S. and Canada. It is being
used to supplement the
Bengall .studies program at
Arfzona State University.
(According to ASU, study of
Bengal/Es ability to assimilate
traditional and Western
Civilizations can contribute to
the shaping of America.)
Several other unjversities in
North America have or are in
the process of acquiring this
CD-ROM for their South Asian
The
CD-ROM retails for only $49
plus $3 for shipping. For more
information, please contact:
IMACS, 13514 SE 181st Place,
Renton, Wa. 98058, Tel: (206)
226 0663 .. E-mail: imacs-
@aol.com Also don't forget to
visit the Banga-Parichaya Home

http;' /users.aol.com/imacs/ben
gal.html

The newsgroup,

“soc.culture.bangladesh”,

has

been provided courtsy of Agni Systems Limited.

You can also tgke participate in this page by
sending us your views / questions / comments /
inquiries (anything that you want). The Daily Star
will then send your responses into the Internet
newsgroup free of charge where they will be read

and commented on by participants from around the
world. Letters should be no more than 100 words in
length and titled.
Please send or fax your Internet posts to:
M.Shamimuzgzaman, Page incharge. "Live from the
Internet”, Daily Star, House 11, Road 3. Dhanmondi
R/A. Dhaka-1205. (GPO Box no:3257) Fax: 863035.

influence of '



