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OST foreign musical

troupes perforin at

the National Muse-
um, Osmani Memorial Hall
or the American Interna-
tienal School. "Solisti de
Cremona” performed at the
Dlnn{pur Novara centre for
the Inauguration of a new
wing ‘for a technical school
that already exists there, [t
must have been a unique
experience for the people in
Dinajpur to hear sixteenth
and seventeenth century
Itallan music.

- Silvana Minella, the leader.
has been playing the violin
for 40 s, and is a profes-
sor of violin at the Milan Con-
servatory. He has played
thousands of concerts all over
the world including places
like USA. Canada. Europe.
the Far East and India. .

- "We all teach at major rm.{
sical schools but playing at
cencerts remain our main
activity and classical con-
certs are doing well in Eu-
rope despite the wave of
meodern music,” Silvano says.

In -Europe, the best per-
Iamnfn are to be found in
Milan, ‘Viesina, Berlin, Lon-

don and Paris. Good concerts

are also to be found in USA
and in Japan. At a high level,
the standard is very similar
in major cities,” he
opinioni of the level of the
concerts the world over.

Asked how long he prac-
tised, Silvano admits, "It is
normally three hours a day
but this varies when I am
dﬂinﬁ something new or am
travelling.”

. Commenting on what wa
essential for success in con-
cert music, he says, "It in-
volves dedication, inspiration
and practice — all these fac-
tors are ant. You have
to be gifted and you must
practice.”

Commenting on his expe-
rience travelling Silvano
says, “Travelling is an impor-
tant experience to mature

your personality. You learn

everywhere you go. The love
for arts and music is a

cohtact point. We give 80
_concerts a year, tra
the time to places like Rus-

iﬁm 'Slr:aﬂi:&re Indu;:'la

dia. My wife Jocelyn Beau-,
mort is from Australia. We
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On the Road for
Twenty Years

by Fayza Haq

the music touches the soul.”
Comparing eastern and
western music he savs, "[ feel

cialises in computers.”
Commenting on videos he
says, = The prograimnmes are
not good in taly. They have
two influences. TN&y kill the
conversation in families, and
people stay at home. The
video programmes are too
commercial to be good. They
aim at only selling, so the

Pgl;ﬁ‘rammts are of a low

Touching pop and rock,
Silvano says, ey are guod
But young people should not
limit themselves to only pop
ﬂ-

posed to classical music too.”

How does he feel about .

playing before an audience
that is not acquainted with
western classical music?
"We've found that even if the
audience has not been ex-
posed to western music yet

.....
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classical music in the west-
ern world has developed into
a complicated construction.
In the east it appears to be
simple but expressive and
poetic. Both eastern and
western music are enjoyable
and they can influence each
other.
be combined.”

While Silvano spoke

English fluently, the others

at PIME house
near Assad Gate had the help
of Jocelyn Beaumont. The
group had just come in from
a shopping . spree and were
progressing to a practice
session before they r-
formed at the Italian ambas-
sador's residence. Marco Fra-
cassfi, who played the organ

in the grou

. T

o 5 0 The ﬂﬂl group - nsm .

ey can also, possibly

had been playin%hfnr 35
ars. He n at
our and also played the
harpsichord. He came from a
musicaf family, -
Marco says that "natural
talent and persistence are
important for success’ in a
musical career. Dwelling on
video culture he comments,"
Video does not undermine

classical music. The two are

worlds apart.”

He has heard eastern mu-
sic and is s y fascinated
by the sitar, sarodh, sarangi
and bansri.

Antonio de Lorenzo, who
has been playing for 20 years,
teaches at Cremanate and
Marco Fracassi get together
with the other four of the

oups at Milan, which is 50

lometres aw;n, twice a

week. Antonio plays the vio-

e age of

'to as there are

the age of t an
- pla .fnr':loghyeam

~ worked as ph
a

lin with different chamber
orchestras in Italy. f i b
Dark haired, dark 28-
ar-old Giovanni Gigli has
n si with the group
for two years. She teaches
the piano but says,.'" .I'm

happier singing than withe
ﬁl@)d the " She loves
ozart an

Puccini. For a’
singer Giovanni says it fs im-
portant not to get cold

or cold head. She says com-

ing to Bangladesh is‘an op-‘
portunity she looked forward

portunities to
. Marco Perini, who plays

the cello, began plsyi':g at
I8 now

to places

alt nutgil:uh“ fnllllfl was
ains going in for. pro-
Marco lains that his
m incl ‘members who
a0 each'd u'f:dﬂﬂ years,
e group developed”
g‘:raunal friendship rather
1an purely professional rea-

Marco enjoys modern’ mu-

sic too s the Beatles,
itun John country mu-

Leonardo Colonna lays the
double bass. His do-

. ing bis travels is the safe

transportation of his large
instrument. iR
Asked to comment on the

eople of Bangladesh
Eeonardn says, " their
verty they are not bad

pered or aggressive. Even

" though they have little, they
appear

contented. I've loved
In the east as in

J Beaumont, who
humdynbem pla the wviolin
and viola for
at the Scala

*This wasn't easg‘whm I had
to up my daughter Na-
dia. en | was younger |

at
in New Guinea.
I went to study music at a
summer school at Sienna and
there met Silvano.”

The group was remarkable
for its chgerful and jolly
bearing. There was no
overbearing about them
although specialised in
Monteverdi, Rossini
and Mozart.

Migrant Arm;r Mobilises for Rat Race

Fons Tuinstra writes from Shanghai
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- China's vast
= V& - to get home for the celebrations.

to seek work in boom cities such as

19 February, size
bemacburmmwm ‘ i

| [ANG Ze Han lives next
to a dump on the
outskirts of Bhanghai, a -
gar

age picker who scaven-
for fins, bottles, Igelp“
plastic - anything he can

peasant farmer from
Jiangsu 40-year-old .
Jiang | no residency per-
mit to stay in the city. and is
often harassed by the

They regutarly ne , Or
charge him local taxes, but
the sumg are cheaper if he
does mt.demandgh a rec:ld oL
so some might regar

- » angrily; “What

€ Ssays an : a

country l?lhu. Wﬁﬁ'ﬂ ]
citizens -are considered ille-
gal, bdt have to pay taxes

e (n’ the city is for
who shares a room in a

| =

with cash and presents of

food for his wife and three

chgmh;.{:hma’l h;-;e-chlld
po never n ve
successful in the mtrylﬁ
- for the traditional Spring
Festival celebrated at Lunar
New Ymiuv.hlch falls on 19
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10 per pent of China's popu-

lation. work outside their
home regions. The fact is
ted each year as ev-

eryone who is able to go
. does so -

This year's new years

]

' Shanghai

Two months before the
holiday, the government is-
sued its first announcements
cnmuraa‘,lnﬁ peogl: to refrain
from travelling. But as in the
past, its ing will be vain.

Train l}:nlcngerl. their
arms full of children and
bundles of belongings and
presents, have t:ﬁﬂa‘thmr
way on to trains. Children are
shoved through open win-
dmn.hnl ndult;wgntﬂ: (heir
way through crowds to get a
board. .

The return journey is not
usually quite so chaotic as
people, spend differing amo-
unts of time at home-from a
few days to a month.

Chinese Junar years are

named after ]2 animals,
which, according to legend,
turned up te farewell to

the Lord Buddha as he de-
parted fromm Earth. The rat is -
said to have reached him first

running along the backs of
Ege larger animals, and the

Year t - this coming year
- begins a new 12-year cycle.
Traditionally, it is regarded
as a year of plenty, brl.ngnﬁ
opportunity and goodq
, & fact that is guar-
anteed to bring the masses
back to the cities tg seek
their fortunes.

For years, over-population
and ecopomic policy aimed at

encour more efficient
of off E:.: land. Many

have moved to rural
industries. but in recent
ears, vast numbers have
n hured to cities like
. where rapid eco-
nomic growth has led to a
boom in areas such as con-
struction. It is estimated that

the city currently has 21,000

At the gat
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"I'm here on holiday,” she

says. "My husband is working
here, and | joined him two
months ago because there
was ne on the land
more. We will only go
fan the IF% her
s H .
hu:tund.m- lrmﬂm
Guo has ;

in the city as a buillding
worker. The work is organ-
ised by the boss of a con-
struction company in their
home village in nearby Zhe-
jlang . Mao says: "He
gets people from our village
and one other vi . We get
the better jobs, [hard]

work is mostly done by
workers from poor ces
such as Anhnid or H v

His boss su ses 10

projects simultaneously and

has good relations with the
local police. For him,

the work and .
permits for his employees is

no lem.
is . When this
is ﬂmha?nﬂn employer EI:E
guarantee him a new one.
g T
: to
cheat him.
One of the best
gmumeu{ ants in China
are L is. & al
has 50 universities with
150.000 students, mostly
from outside the city.
m’:ﬁ’"’ admission
a pass,
to a university.
After graduation. they are
supposed to To home,
ther they like it or not.

they

whe-
Zhe-
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they

friends and the city of oppor-
tunity behind - unless he
finds a way around the gov-
ernment regulations.

dﬂﬂmngmt;ctu : . but to
80 ’ acquire
lﬂhlm:llyhumw
t). One day, he takes a

one call. :
"I might have a solution.”
he says excitedly. A of

a friend has n'rmiud a

meeting with officials from a

state-owned
comparny

ndvertilln‘

In exchange for hig hu foow, | |l |
Zhang will wurkhzwn for [

three months without pay.

*The friend's favour will not
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When the Telephone Drives

T is not easy to use a
_telephone is a modern
machine that must be
handled with ¢are, sorry,
t care, or else this

simple device is enough to

drive a whole house of people
quite mad. |
ma’{_;lnk‘:. tlialt mc!afllm'le: of
a phone : on-
lookers thg s looks ex-
tremely simple. All that has
to bg done seems to be to
have 1o up the receiver
and dial the number. But no

sir, it's not 'so simple — once

your ear comes into contact

with+the earpiece. you find

After softly hammering the
set for some time, you rn;:z
this precious tone ba

t its easily overtaken by the

"engaged” tone which is
:ﬁ reluctant to leave your -
it gives
again. .

on an

way e dial tone
Now all that has to be done is
dial the number.

At last, you

"Hello,” someone says.

"Hello. is this dash*dash-
dash-dash.......7" you ask.

"No number,” and"

m this ‘trouble, aﬁﬂu‘
il '"35"351 ok

s
knots and dots, .guu get’
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up to one another
ast quarrel. The
is so
t you
no

you" wait (or
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‘wrong number.

&fnre._.- ol

o8

: t be
~ tive in distress to call

‘You Bonkers

‘by Muneera

left fo the he |
. Pérhaps this' much isn't

-enough to dampen your spir-
1ts. Just listen to 11’.': s

, e case of
Abdul Sarkar. After a long tir-

ing day at work, he is just
trying to take a :hnrt-nap.‘_ﬁ.: :

soon as he dozes off, the,
telephone goes a loud CRING
RING! He answers it to only
discover that it's a case of a
: |
. Before he gets backs to
his armchair, the telephone

rings again. this time it's for

his daughter, then his wife,
then his neighbour, his son .
and it goes on! | '

-month?"
‘ Telephone office but his

ceiver. She sighs heavily -

‘this machine seems ‘0 have

turned every one into starv-
ing Romeos and Juliets!

5 .'.'Thc month ends and bill

arrives. The astroniomical
amount of 5-figpures almost
chokes out the breath of the
Sarkar “korta”. "Ehh! ‘Nho can
make .50 many calls in a
He rushes to the

worse fears are confirmed,
There is nothing wrong with
his bill, and if he doesn't pay
in a week's time, they assure
him, they will cut off his line.

The poor man returns

 NO?1Twis s

- A WRONG NUMBER !
IF YOU CALL

AGAN - 'L
KILL YA !

,
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time of the night.

“Hello dlr-ll:ng'. some

~ freak answers,"” My Muchitra,

my Raveena, My
your memory gives me

T" am ﬁgt;uur Monisha,"

replies the gin'nee calmly
with her now well-
answer,” but her M

" blame? An

for - = "HELLO",

ractiue:!;
and calmly puts down the re-

. home and hurls abuse at any-
-one unfortunate enough to

ath. Whom to
suddenly cring
goes this loathsome of
, CRINGL.C i

cross his

Sarkar into his line, "what do
you want?" :

“Hellooo." answers a
. coaxing voice. "l am a
single girl and | just dialled a
random number to look for a
friend. If you have some time
to spare, we conld he phena.
pals .
“No, No,” screams hack
this gentlemen. "No, Good-
bye.” and he pulls cut the set
and hurls it against the wall

== R

screams. - Ms-...




