*| Israel bombs
Israeli helicopters b

sted su
after the Hezbollah launched
troops and allies in south Lebanon

%
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Fire kills 17 1in Taiwan: ¢« swept
through a four storey sauna in Talwap's central city of
Taichung yesterday killipng 17 people§ate-funded radio
reported. Reuter reports from Taipei

Seventeen ple are dead. a reporter for the state-funded
Broadcasting Corporation of China said.

A fire department officia! contacted by Reuters confirmed
the death toll and said he believed there were no other peo-

ple in the building at the time.

ter Plane crashes in UP: o s

J r fighter plane crashed in a field in Kurmol village, about
I;Tms om Gorakhapur Priday after it caught fire in the air
due to some mechanical trouble. police said, PTI reports

from UF. ;!

The pilot escaped dnhurt and battled out safely,~police
said. The aircraft was d completely
Kurmel village under Khorabar ice station were not af-

fected in the incident, police said. :

& - - e ;
China issues portrait of Jiang:
China has issued an official portrait of President Jiang, n,
the third in a series that elevates Deng Xiaoping's chosen
successor teo the status of the aged patriarch and his
predecessor Mao Zedong. AFP says from Beijing. |
The Farmers said today that the watercolour portrait
had been created recently by Qi. noting that the master

painter had previously. produced similar pictures of commu-
nist China's" first ﬂm generation” of leaders — refer-

ring to Mao and Deng. - = _ - ! |
1st session of PLO council on Mar 7:
The first session of:the newly-elected Palestinian self-rule

council will start on March 7, one of its members told AFP on
Friday, AFP says from Gaza City.

. The inhabitants of

The first meeting

of the autonomy council will take place

between March 7 to 10. It will be chaired I:E' Faraj el-Saraf a
the

Christian elected from Gaza who at 81 is

oldest member

of the chamber,” he said asking to remain anonymous. -

tapdiod datep ndi b i )

& buildi
tot?]rytﬂ 13. t
reports from Beirut..
Fourteen other
‘scarred b
of Wadi Abu Jmeil. One
dead. The dead.incl

Frldaair in downtown Beirut, raising
en called off the search after two days, AP

brothers

from the rubble of a four-
the death

people were injured when the battle-
caved in Thursday in.the old ﬂSh

aged three months and

three years, their mether and their grandmother.

Frida
Isra

Hezbo

spected

sitions late
attacks on -
wounding six,

fEas

security sources said, AFP says from Beirut.

Eai-thqnuake rocks 'Jm i: “”‘?'f"“m

earthquake

Japan's Pacific coast, AFP
The state ‘Meteorological
ing when the

easuring 6.6 on ;]he
northern and eastern Japan early
people injured and spreadin

X uake hl:;;:urred at
many peeple from and alerti
crews to midnight vigilance on s

yesterday leaving two

g fears. of tidal waves alon
from #

Tokyo.
30:23 am- (1523 GMD, fang
- am’ .
hl_‘llre station and media
g _

'M-A-S-H' actor Stevenson dies:

: MeLean Stevenson, who pla
officer and chief surgeon of
series "M-A-S-H", has dlul:l. his

eles.

from Los
Stevenson died of a

AP

Ni
N
for the British Broadcasting

her
London.

A BBC statement issued in
was released in Lagos without

She a
deten

o

 Commerce and Industry
Friday because his

* reports from Lusaka.

own

attack late Thursday -
tal, agent Robert Malcolm said. rﬂtlhﬂp‘-

eria releases BBC newsman:
authorities released-an Ameri‘:;n journalist working

_ Copr. on

for 24 hours with no explanation, ‘AP reports from

. at 1830 G
'to have been well-trea mm:’;y e
ha‘d yet been received, said the statement. |

&ed the fumbling commanding
e ar

day. after detaining

but no reason for her

..I'J" JE F’

resi

Minister Dipak Patel rﬂlgn.ed on .

amencimicht aimed ut a pelitieat oppasens " AP

Patel sald he gquit the Cabinet and the natfbnal ei:ﬁ:utive

committee of the ruling
on "matters of principle.”

Mevement for Multiparty Democracy

ﬁ?ﬂhﬂfrﬁer IEﬂol:n' Shaw dead: s+
died aged 84 this'week. AP reports from Lomdon " "

- Shaw died in W
Guardian and |
had been suffering

humeor. His
thought the

n, north of London, on Feb. 11, The
L newspapers reported Saturday. He

rom cancer. .
Shaw's books, which ofte
States, were character-driven and marked

™

n first appeared in the United

by a dry, deadpan

was studiously neutral, and at first many
~-born writer was American E

Croatia-slow, says UN

ldecrca.lel.uhumln

rights abuses in Croatia, few
Croatian Serb refugees have
been able to return heme be-

atdon

Several hundreds others
were believed to have returned
on their ewn, the report said.
But 14.000 refugees living in
Serb-dominated Yugosiavia
have registered with
authorities to return, the re-
port added.

"Disturbing reports con-

- tinue to. be received that

- and obstructive manner."

(Croatian) government offices

responsible for expediting this
procedure are conducting

their work in an uncooperative
report said.

roatian

~ An estimated 200.000
Serbs fled Croatia last summer
when the Croat army recap-
lured mest of the territory
seized by rebel Serbs in 1991,

Boutrps-Ghali said. how- .

ever, that incidents of killing.
arson and looting had declined
since November in recaptured
areas of Croatia. He cited a
warning of the "initial emotion
and quest for vengeance"
followed Croatia's victory over
the sel pclaimed Serb re-

public in

He also said the =
ernment had responded
favourably to intﬂmtiunn;
pressure following reports o
widespread abuses the
minority Serb |

Boutros-Ghali applauded
Croatia’s moves to te
about 1,000 crimes

committed in connection with
the summer offensive against
the "Serbs. Of that . 868
suspects or de 1s . are
Croats, 39 are Serb and the
Eufﬂrhu: other nationali-

Two. *

that

*  DAMASCUS, Feb 17: Presi-
dent Hafez Al-Assad has indi-
rectly accused the United
States of trying to blackmail
Syria by inc
countries alleg
terrorism, reports Reuter.
"~ Talking to religious leaders

at an [ftar {(break of fast) ban-

guet in Damascus on the occa-
sion of the holy month of Ra-
madan, Assad said on Friday

| without referring to the US by

name:
-~ "Some are using glittering
such as democracy
human. rights to blackmail
others to pressure them.
Syria could never be led to
submission by the word of ter-
rorism or by scaring
the char terrorism."
US oflicials said earlier on
Friday that Syria had again

been included on the annual

State nt list of coun-

tries alleged to sponsor terror-

it in a list of
to sponsor

and

it with °

o
o '

Ihternational-

. US trying to blackmail: Assad -
Syria on final list of govts
Sponso '

ring 'terrorism'

This was despite the fact
that

US — sponsored peace talks
with Israel. which Assad made
clear on Friday Damascus

would continue to attend,
US officials say S

cal Palestinian guerilla groups
opposed to the Palestinian-Is-
racli peace deals to maintain
offices in Damascus and to op-
erate in the Syrian-controlled

Bekaa Valley in Lebanon.
Thctivl_ua}r these groups in-
clude the Popular Front l%r the

Liberation of Palestine-General
Command (PFLP-GC) led by
Ahmed Jibril.

"We are nst terrorism
when it is a crime. But when
they want terrorism to mean

that one could not defend his
occupied land, that is not the
meaning of terrorism,” Assad
Ea 5 -

Syria was taking part in -

a ls on
. the list because it allows radi-

"We terrorize the criminal

but we eould never terrorise a:

citizen who defends his ovwn

homelafid,” the Syrian Presi-
dent said. L
US officials say Syria is not

considered a "rogue’state’ in

s the other, L
countries included in the ter-

. rorism list — Cuba, Iran, Irag,

the same sense as

Libya, North Korea and Sudan.

- e have a much more reg-
ular set of contacts with the

Syrian government,” State De-

_1 Enﬁmcnt.npukumm; Nicholas

_ Earlier AFP aaﬁ. Syrian
President Hafez Al-Assad said
Friday that his country wanted

“peace with Israel but would

not bow to pressure and par-
}imhﬂy accusations of terror-
sin. ; = HE :

He said "ne progress” had
beeri achieved so far in peace
talks with.Israel. = -

Cars from an Amtrak train lie off the tracks on Friday in Silver Spring, MD after a colli-

sion between an Amtrak train and a Marc commuter train. Six people are reported
killed and 14 injured in the accident that happened just north of Washington, DC.

— AFP/UNB photo

Asian-Americans move to fight

WASHINGTON, Feb 17: An-

gered by what view as
immigrant-bashing, -Asian-
ricans are lising as -

.never before to fight drastie

changes in immlgrlunn law

that would keep family mem-

-§+ bers from : in the
United States, AFP.

“Mln-nmer:lm mi':;u the

coun are r ! up,”
said Eﬂno K execu

director of the Organisation of

Chinese-Americans. "They are

finally realising that we need

e m::g this historicall

itical community of 8.

A
pﬂﬂtﬂ[:lheUE At

lation
oere ol Congids et Woud
'-_r
cut legal immigration by 30 to
43 per cent. -
Since the middle of last

ear, Asian-American groups
ave organised forum. t

ﬂﬂ.‘:htlll‘li@dﬂ letter-writin
campaigns urging members
mcm to oppose the legis-

Asian<Americans, mostly
Im ts themselves, are
es alarmed by provi-
sions in bills that would

eliminate virtually .m’ﬂ
tion by siblings ulanndult chil-
dren of US citizens and per-
manent residents.

Asians account for about
two-thirds of the 250.000
married children and 1.6 mil-
lion siblings currently waiti
to ale, to U
mmment statistics. Some

ha in the backlog
Hobﬂinﬁgwthe pro-

Poed chnrﬁ. a coalition of
8 Asian-American groups
flm a three-day est and
obbying effort here from

February 28 as a Senat
m:tdmbeﬂnl rmmﬁ the Ie:-

| changes in US immigration law

say.

"A lot of discrimination
against Asians has been
through immigration and natu-
ralisation laws.”" said Karen
Narasaki, executive director of
the National Asia-Pactfic Amer-

print advertisements., and

e

Thousands of people

gather for a peace rally in Belfast on Friday. Irish officials were

meanwhile meeting with the IRA’s Sinn Pein political wing in efforts to rescue the crip-
_mmmmmm.mmmwuawinm. |

Hundreds of bodies |

found in Rwandan

massacre site

UNITED NATIONS, Feb 17:
An international forensic team
has uncovered nearly 500
bodies, mostly women and
children, from a mass grave
near a Rwandan church where

-theusands were believed mas-

sacred im 1994, the American
leader of the group said Friday,

reports AP.
Dr Robeért H. Kirschner of

said nearly all the vic-
m been bludgeoned or
hacked death with ma-
chetes. r woumds indi-
cated few offered resistance.
he said. .
Kirschner, director of the
interpational foreasie pro-
granmune of Physicians Fer Hu-
man Rights,
early reports

US to co

gﬁmﬁm Feb 17: US
au are to
confront black Fﬂuﬂﬂ ﬂlm.
Farrakhan when he returns
here next week from a tour
that saw him shake hands with

the leaders of several nations

accused, of terrorism, reports

3

Farrakhan, the controversial
leader of the Nation of lslam

| movernetrt, was to face gues-

tions frém the US Justice De-

Russé¢l declined to com-
ment ofi whether the letter

nfront Farrakhan fo}'

could the way for a full in-

of Farrakhan's visits
, lran

‘paying courtesy ealls to the
murderous regimes on
the face of the earth,

m?mtmmm
Btu:. Dwurt-m h
te t has
at least twice lashed out at Far-

— AFP/UNB photo

y

last month and this week for
calli the United States
"great " in Iran. -

“The blood of Americans is
on Gaddafi's hands, and it's on
the lranian hands.” State De-
Elrtm::lé- spokesman Nick

men was billed

as a consciousness-raising
H:;t his meetings with

the

leaders of the hmlhu regi-

mes including a sto this
week In Ir whﬂm met
with Saddam Husse-

in has underscored to many
his extremist views about race

relations.

Hin; maintains that Far-
rakhan's trip was in violation of
the l'nrti? c:ﬂ::nt Jegistration
act, whic on cideens

0 lare if th Lo
‘ﬁt& the mrglw on
a foreign country. .
. The accusation resulted
from a January 26 report from
the Libyan news agency Janh
that Gaddafi had agreed to
contribute one billion dollars
to support Farrakhan's political

+

King h?.ll #m cited the Lo-
gan Act which prevents private
citizens from conducti their
own foreign policy, but Russel
sald that law had never been
invokéd because of questions
concerhing its constitutional-
ity.

Dan Michaells, a spokesman

ethnic violence in 1994.

UNITED NATIONS, Feb 17:
Fea an explosion of ethnic
viole
chief has called for creation of
a standby force of up to 25,000
troops to intervene in the
African country to. prevent a
repeat of the massacres in
ﬁPHwan a two years ago. reports

Secr
Boutros-Ghali ‘made the rec-
ommendation in a report to'be

resented next week to the

curity Council. A copy was

obtained on Friday by the As-
sociated Press. y

The Burundi government
has rejected any UN' military
force, saying its presence is
unne despite increasing
violence between ethnic Hutus
and Tutsis, the same groups
which live in Rwanda.

UN officials said a standby
force could move rapidly into

Burundi to avoid a, repeat of -

the 1994 disaster in neigh-
bouring Rwanda., where the
world qrganisations was criti-
cised for not intervening fast
enough to prevent the slaugh-
ter of up to 500,000 peop

Russian border
guards kill 40
Tajik rebels

MOSCOW, Feb 17: About 40
Muslim guerillas were killed
on Friday in a fierce clash with
Russian border guards in

Tajikistan, which also claimed
the life of one Russian
servicemen, the border guards'
command said, reports AP.

The guerillas, who arrived
o e
t River into Tajik-
itill.'n. setting off a warning i’}'u-r
em. .

"As a result of
border guards began an
unequal fight with
(outnum guerillas, who
took up- defence positions in
the reeds. They continued to

m the guerillas until the
of reinforcements from
nearby border po

rsuit the

sts and three

helicopter gunships.,” the
guards' command said.

The opposition unit was

eliminated,” said the re-

port, carried by the Interfax

news agency.

2m Muslims offer
prayers at Makkah

on Jumatul Wida

MAKKAH, Saudi Arabia, Feb
17: Nearly 2 milion wor-
shipers thronged the Grand
Mosque, Islam's holiest site, to

Saudis, the t-run
Saudi Press said. An-
other million worshipers

m in Medina, the second-
city. '
The traditional" chant of

"Allahu’ Akbar,” God is great,
echoed from minarets in the

h mosque complex,
arches glowing golde

en under
the ts in live images

prostrated themselves and

mouthed :

They all faced the Kaaba,
the cubical black shrine to-
ward which the world's 1 bil-
lion Muslims face in prayer
wherever they are. To Mus-
ﬁ.theﬂnnbtuthchuuuuf

KARACHI, Feb 17: A strike
called by the ethnic Mohajir
protest at alleged extra-judictal

a=

lings of its supporters dis-

ted normal activity in the
tan city of Karachi today.
reports Reuter.

Witnesses said main shop-
and business centres re-
s shut and n}rﬂgﬂﬂc was
thin in most parts city.
A senior. officer Enid
no been ed,
though ambulance mﬂn
sald one man had been shot
and wounded Iin the eastern
Quaidabad area overnight.
Streets were virtually de-
serted In district central and
parts of districty east and
west, considered as MQM

stronghoids. :
rmment of-

fices and institutions such as
the Karachi stock exchange
that have a two-day weekend
are closed on Saturday. but
private businesses and schools

are open.

- in Burundi, the UN'

-General 'Bdﬁtma_e -

le in .

anistan, had crossed’

the

its

fwithdraw its

MADRAS. Eeb The

Congress (Tiwari)

warl, today - said the
would not ﬂl:m&l‘ly d that m

17:

Gandhi, ‘'widow of late Rajiv

Gandhi, should enter politics
and’ take over the Congress
presidentship, reports PTI.

He told a press conference
here that ft was basically for
Sonia. Gandhi to decide
whether she should enter the
political arena or not, and the
party would not put any pres-
sure on -her or make ‘any de-
mand in this regard.

Asked if the party would
_ stand that she
should enter politics, in order
to apﬁ;.# the National Front-
Left Front combine and enter
intp an alliance with them, Ti-

| wari said the guestion of the

opposition to

m'expr:sa
Gandhi did not arise as it
had not formally discussed the

| matter of an electoral alliance
‘with the NF-LF.

! To a question, he said he

had never stated that Sonia

Gahndi should take over the

| Post of Cohgress president as

| ship, the papér

resident.

‘meet sh

( l the m'd

e ;"%*glh.!‘ﬁ'l:lr .I

Cong won't préss Sonia to
enter politics: Tiwari

L
o & .
pre-condition for unity.,

The Congress 'é‘iwari}!
parllammtlryt bt:‘ard would
] 10 discuss the
matter of all '
e iances with

some als were in touch
with the party, he added.

Tiwarl said the party would
consider foreign ties with sec-
ular and democratic forces.

Asked how the party could
consider joining ll:an s with
the NF-LF which has described
Rajlv Gandhi as corrupt and
opposed Sonia‘' Gandhi, Ttwari
said one or two individuals in
the NF might have charged Ra-
iv Gandhi with being corrupt

ut they did not adopt any
formal resolution against him_

He denied any meeting with
Arjun Singh and the former
union minister, Madhavaro
Scindia, after the latter's res-
ignation recently.

Tiwari pulled out resigna-
tions of Arjun Singh and him-
self in the wake of the. Jain
Hawala case. . ’

Exploiting women thru'
. adsnomore
TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras: Sex sells, but not for long. Be-

ginning Monday, alcohol and cigarette

will be . _in Honduras,

use male
s featuring

and cigarettes in hand are
ica. One

reports AP. |
.passed a law in November prohibiting
images — what it
to sell products hazardous to the
skimpily-clad women dancing with drinks
minent nghuut Latin Amer-
prominent ad in Honduras fe
g;gkw suits offering Belmont cigarettes to men on the

ads featuring women

the
called exploitation of w
: omen

L]

AP

atures flve women in

ﬁghatdmtu praised the measure, and said the time was

government gave businessman from both indu
and national ad IEEHEE:EI three o iy
newspapers, radio and television in which women su

months to remove ads from
es-

tively invite (men) to consume these kind of products,” sai
Dagoberto E;Pmm. director of the Honduran Inutuﬁtg
Against Alcohol and Tobacco Cobnsumption.

Comic ﬁerfbmer

: +LONDON: If you want Joan Armatrading to show some

emotion, comic books migh
The only

in an interview with the Guardian newsp
reporter brought up her comic book col

t help. reports AP.
time the notoriously reclusive singer opened up

was when the
on.

'l am not a serious collector like some who only buy first
editions in mint condition,” she said in the interview pub-
lished Saturday. "I just buy a lot of them to read and then

keep them.” -
Her tastes in the genre are tic: the magic-realist Love
and Rockets: the graphic 1950s horror-fest, es from the

Crypt; costumed su
Fantastic Four; "an
. Otherwise, Armatrading

offer pre Friday as the fast-.. | . 'eputation. as: the "Garbo
ing of Ramadan drew to
a close, n:mu AP. further on her personal life.
*  About half the celebrants Armatr
-were foreigners, the  rest’

Affection,” "S

heroes like Superman, Batman and the
one called Hate." :
., born in 1950 on the Caribbe
island of St. Kitts and brought u : e

in
nasty ways about them, don't you th:;

England

" and not elaborating

s often-aired love ballads, include love and
some Emotion" and "Drop the Pilot.”

>y for an hour!

JABALPUR: In a bizarre incident, 82-
Devi Shlkla, who was presumed to be

-old Mrs Sushila

ead by her kith ~ -~

kin, back to life in the Lalmati Kariya Pathar loca..
here ﬁdﬂy = :

PT1

. preparations began

going'on, she started showing
up from her cot called her sons and da

When questioned about this, she
gone to some other world..

" have

An hour after the old woman was said to have passed
for her last rites. When the rites were

away

signs of life and after getting
ters-in-law.
that she appeared to

Beyond this, she had no explanation to offer.

| LTTE ship sunk by troops

originated from Thailand

COLOMBO. Feb 17: The
Tamil Tiger arms ship which
was attacked and sunk by the
Sri Lankan navy originated
from Phuket in Thailand, a

Sstate-run newnPapqr said to-

L] lwuu -

- vessel left the Thal
port under the name "Comex-
Joux 3" but later ch its
name to "Horizon" when it en-
tered Sri Lankan territorial
waters on Wednesday, the
Daily News said.

avy gunboats contacted
the per of the craft who
said hé was to Mauritius
but ¢hecks done with ports in
neighbouring countries
showed no record of such a
said.

e separatist Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
who in a statement Friday
admitted that the ship be-

to them, that
the Indian navy was involved in
the destruction of their arms

& 3
%e LTTE said two Indian

navy craft "pla an important
ruI:! in ntt?c de ship off
Sri Lanka's -eastern dis-

trict of Trincomalee, and

added that five Tigers were
killed in the attack.

The Indian navy categori-
cally denied that were involved

in attacking the ship.
Lankan

Sri : officials
also denied the navy of I‘E:t;gllln
bouring India wis inveo *
the attack.

The Sri Lankan military de-
ployed six gun ships and

ERaitcds o
that e‘!‘lwm.ie;'ﬂlum

unloading arms and ‘ammuni-
tion on to five smaller bogts to
i oo g
. a :

mrict:ﬂrdln to the LTTE
statement, the Tiger flotilla
was on its way to attack- Sri
Lankan naval vessels at the
port of Trincomalee, |

The guerillas are known to
operate a fleet of ships regis-
tered in the names of bogus

reports ch.‘ that th

were re tha e
LTTE had- arranged the pur-
chase of Buﬂmiunn:a n]f ntljﬂltnr]r
supplies, uding plastic ex-
ﬂllﬂ?lﬂi known as RDX, which

was trying to smuggle it in

said
ed to
al heéar-

for representative King.
Farrakhan would be
testify at Co

ings next month. :

A spokeswoman at the
Chicago-based Nation of Islam
headquarters said Farrakhan
was return to the United
States next week ahead of an
address to a black Muslim con-
ference on February 25.

In a separate but related
devel t, the Federal Bu-
reau of Inve tion and Nas-
sau county in New York
state launched an tion
after King received a death
threat on Thu that was
linked to his cri of Far-
rakhan.

Nausadu county Lieu-
tenant Matthew Brady said
King. who was in his home
state on Friday, was under po-

SR —

meeting sponsors of terrorism

liee.
Protection after his con-

istand,

credi

ing anonymous phone call.

i The Caller described K.mﬁ
as "a of racist slime.” an
comqmd that the lnmr::r
was "harrassing reverend -
"We're to come down
there and pull every white
cracker out of the and
ut a bullet in their head,” the
aller said. according to
Brady said police had not
sa 1
determined whether the call
was the to the Nation
of Islam movement or to a Far-
rakhan follower.
"We are considering it
. he said.

C] [ ] » l
in ]l T L ]
TAIPE], Feb 17: AUS sena-
tor on Saturday ed China

g:hlm:?ul:l m rudy to rﬂenng
;gpmprhtt actions,” re-

* Alaska Republican Frank
Murkowski would not say what

‘““""ﬂ"ﬁ?‘ But said
ese lea s wuu]kd be
making " a t mistake” if
they belimmt attacking
Taiwan would off.
Tensions flared last sum-
mer when China staged war

r.mmdwm Near
alwan In nse to6 Tai-

wanese President Lee Teng-
hui's visit to the United Sta

tes.

China 1is to be

preparing War
on Iita south coa

. Taf :




