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Turn This into
Opportunity

Now that the constitutionally obligatory but
unrepresentative election is over, no time must
be lost for a national reconciliation. Begum Zia
sounded conciliatory but stopped short of mak-
ing things clear enough for the opposition polit-
ical parties to abandon the confrontational
course. Time is not quite on her side after the
highly controversial polls. So the opposition is
bent on taking as much wind out of her sail as 18
possible. The three major opposition parties
have already made their intention clear by
announcing a three-day non-cooperation

i

{ programme. ; -
| Observers and political 3 ts have started
questioning the legitimacy of government

be formed now. Without going into the merit
that controversy we can see that the next govs
| ernment is going to be weak for ohvious reasons.
| A government coming
tory and controversial cannot
| pected to do anything better. It will have
with a more determined and p
bined opposition from a position of
unlike its position of strength during the
five years. SRR
| In case of intransigence on the part of both
government and the opposition sides only a
worse scenario is expected to unfold. That is not
going to be confined just to the political arena,
but will irresistibly take over the social and eco-
nomic sectors as well.
confrontational politics has been roughly esti-
mated to be one ‘billion dollars. This cost might
go up by leaps and bounds. This election,
therefore, should force all sides — particularly
‘the ruling party — to take a fresh stock of their
politics vis-a-vis the country's interests.

We disagree with those people who hold that
everything is lost for the country. What we think
is that both parties must now sit together with-
out delay to derive the maximum benefit from a
| very bad election. This can- be done if the ruling
party evaluates the results of the election for
what these are worth. Talks should focus now on
how a fresh election can be held with a guar-

last

parties. Make a constitutional provision for that
as early as pnssiglc and you have '8 meeting
point. The country surely can find a way out of
the prolonged political impasse. |

The Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and

Itha

vuinerability |

Already the cast of the )

antee for the full participation of all political |

Industry has given its recipe for containing in-

flation. It prefers a fiscal approach to a mone-
tarist one. What the MCC&I is advocating is

quite simple:. They want the budget deficit re-
fduced so as obviate the necessity for eontinuing

{with the credit squeeze in the private sector

which is forcing the investment down.

Lending rates are higher following the raising
of interest rates. This would have been a justifi-

|able course for the government to take if it had |

abided by the financial discipline itself through
less borrowing from the banking system:* So,
basically it is thé government's own expenditure
control that needs to be regarded as key to the
containment of inflation. This is not to minimise
the importance of loan recovery from the pri-
vate sector though.

an effective monitoring of the public expendi-
ture pattern during the remaining four months
of-the 1995-96 fiscal year. The election-staging
expenses were huge, even though expenditure
under the 'campaign’ head was obviously less
than it would have been had all the political
parties participated in the polls. But then all"
this will add to the subsequent expenditure
from the national exchequer, if and when, as the
present objective conditions presage, there is a
fresh general election in the country. This rein-
| forces the argument for belt-tightening in. the
government and the public sector corporations.
. Avoidable imports ought to be dispensed
as exports are increased to strike a balance in
trade. In the light of the extraordinary situation
we find ourselves in, we might consider the de-
sirability of some contingency fiscal measures to
incentivise supply, productivity and export,

' Granted, the rate of inflation is stubbornly
hovering rather clodg to the double-digit figure
but it is still far from being scary. If we do not
logse our cool or beat about the bush, the price
| pressure can be tided over by appropriate mea-
- ['sures devised through consultation between the’
Finance Ministry and the chamber leaders.

The world trade predicament of the develop-
ing countries seems far from. over, evén after
the Uruguay Round of trade liberalisation..They:
are facing a- form of vetled protectionism
through the rich'countries” insis ‘on a set
of ‘standards pertaining to forced” or child
labour, environmental tnput, minimum wages,"
and the right to organise trade unions. ' '
Since exports originating in the developing

costs the latter are imposing conditions under
the guise of social clauses upon the former un-
dcr’fﬁtér their advanh tages. |
, tances have the appearance of bei
quite principled but when pushed too far thgg
take on the character of protectionist barrier.
The conditions are sought to be incorporated in
.| the multilateral trade agreements, a trend
which has-'been criticised ‘by Carl’ .
acting Secretary General of the 70-nation
‘African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) group in a
meet at the EU headquarters in Brussels re-
cently. The South East Asian countries have
been the target of criticism by the rich coun-
tries. The saving grace, however, is that the Eu-
ropean Commission has left it to the WTO to be-
‘§in a study on the issue. It is time the '

juntries woke up to the new ct

We would like to see a mechanism in place fur |

with |

~constitutional

AS the so-called

lection halt:enn 15
February and

: d it meet the re-

quirements of the law? The
nation would demand a
t-forward answer from
hief Election Commis-
sioner. He owes it to the
nationn. He must not evade his
responsibility, as he has often
done, by equivocation and
sophistry. ,If his honest
answer is t it was neither

of serious
uty if he
ts of flawed

| m fair then he is duty-
to :jic! the results. .

He"would
,Ile-relicum of
resul

validates
‘elections in the face of ir-

refutable evide-nce that
widespread rigging took

The Chief Election Com-

Ibecnﬁ'om

| Election Commission Must Not

continuity of the government or act as its guardian.

ity, the constitution directs
that the "The Election Com-
mission shall be independent
in the exercise of its func-
tions and subject only to this
constitution and any other
law.”" The point about inde-

ndence obviously most
mportant because grave
doubts have  arisen in the
mind of the le about the

" independence of the Election

Commission. The manner in
which it postponed the date
of the by-elections to the
sedats vacated by the si-
tion MPs to ve rise to
doubts in- public mind about
how t the EC has
ence..
Justice Sadeque, the post-
was to
u

ponement designed to,
or ?cd Mmlm the
life of the government.
His action may once again act
as the instrument a -
ernment which is deter-
mined to to on
the ll.rtrt;.?:‘:?m uﬂi:um
which was flawed from be-
ng to end? Mr. Justice

has a choice. He can

declare that the elections
fajled to meet the minimum

' ards under
the law, can, of course,
?: ﬂlih;n I.'Ell.l'l?:l °h
lr:'Kully ﬂamwlgd. In doing so

Military's New

he will go down in history as
a key collaborator in the pro-
cess of validating a flawed
election whose credibility,

as such, acceptability is
almost mext €o zero.

Maost jurists | have talked
to have said that the Chief
Election Commissioner and
other Commissioners are not
above the law. It cannot be as
if they are not accountable to

anyone. If they are found to
be flouting the law the matter

alidate the

Nowhere is it written in the constitution that the Election Commission has to guarantee the

- officials and po

legality FEMA's interim re-
port released vesterday noted
that. "The term free and fair
is not applicable to this elec-
tion". Numerous irregularities
were noted. most impor-
tantly, the absence of polling
agents in
many centres, the failure
to ap];? indelible ink which
enabled some voters to cast
ballots more than once which
was reflected in discrepan-
cies between the number of

'1LON THE RECORD |
by Shah AM S Kibria

=

referred to
Supreme Judicial Council for
its consideration.

Why am | ur :
Chief Election gumrruum:r
and his mlllcnguu to refrain
izing a roc
which failed lngmcﬂpthc ‘i—:.:h
quirements of law? It is be-
cause the evidence is so
strong. Reports from FEMA
confirm that rigging on a
massive scale has ro the
process of any semblance of

voters present and the de-
clared results.

In a very large number of
cases the presiding officers
and polling officers were just
not there. Let us assume, for
the sake of argument, that in
a particular constituency
these officers may have been
present, say, in fifty per cent
of the centres. BNP muscle-
men took possession of the
other fifty per cent of centres
and put the seal on the ballot

e ——

aper and stuffed the ballet

.Can he, in all h A
treat the results of this
fraudulent exercise as legally
valid? I am told that the
Election Commission has
ordered fresh polls in 84
seats. Do they want the na-
tion to belleve that in the

called free
rest of the -i.'i‘ﬂl'lﬂ.ltl.ll'.'l'lﬂtl- th: fair. Ironically, the failed at-
against mjim ‘tempt by the BNP to stage a

fraudulent election on 15
February only proved the op-

contention.

osition's
E:mm, is not yet ready to
elections as it is done

erated? The EC is

trying to examine those
cmﬂmﬂ:ﬁnumherh;f
votes exceed reasona
limit. Is this either a sensible

legaily tenable in the UK or France -or the
Ml the ,]',:L;,';;"n} USA. We need to establish
polls? Some BNP candidates ¢, Political culture of free

and fair election. We must
build up the tradition of rig-
ging-free polling. We must

ﬂ!lctjhlhurmtth:hw- of in and character are
yers have to say in the mat- s _;;1 tﬁ.hﬁunﬂﬁtm
:I::I. Ten leading lawyers, in- Soction to.the law.
m‘._ ities, issued must not SCen as
.“um.it o Fehrut:yjnhlli't meré. pliable instruments of
calling for can-cellation of the party. '

the téctlorn. They said, "If The present Chief Elec-
the Election Commi-ssion tion s role has
remains true to its oath it not ;uduced this of
cannot resort to fraud in the public confidence h is
name of election that did not  vital for that post. Let us hope

reflect the will of the peo-
ple." They peinted out that
the Commission should know
better than any one else that
there was no election in fact

that at this critical juncture
of the nation he rise to
the occasion and cancel the
entire exercise held on 15

“ )

Man on the Unofficial Troika
Tariq Butt writes from Islamabad
The military has played a major political role- in Pakistan since independence, eithen;

ruling directly or influencing civilian governments. In.view of this speculation has been
rife about the appointment of a new army chief. : - .

change of army chief; but turned out to be a coup-

always makes big maker and Bhutto's hangman.

news in Pakistan, « General Aslam Beg

where the military has ruled (1988-91) forced the dis-

for 23 of the years since
independence in 1947.

The holder of the post is a
pivot in the power structure
and his :‘gpulntmmt is often
considered a key to a civilian
government's stability.

The army chief I8 & mem-
ber of the informal ruling
troilka — together with the
President and Prime Minis-
ter — which makes all impor
tant national decisions, local
and fnternational.

Such a trio, says Husain
Nagi. a noted columnist. "can
be no else but a supra-
aberration.
body. if in existence

Such a

in any form, negates demo--

‘eratic norms and can only

promote dyarchy.”

So there was intense
s lation before General
Jeh Karamat was named
Chief of Army Staff in mid-
January in succession to the
retiring General Abdul Wa-
heed. .
potential im

The ce
of the post is cleatr’
predecessors’' records:

¢ General Ziaul Haq (army

chief from 1977 until was
killed in an air crash in

1988) was hand-picket by
President Zulfikar Ali Bhutto

— father of current Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto —
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to the Editor

.mAmand-.-

due to
People of

been divided over a

ronment ‘all

personal
thinking

‘tion.
'BBC and other fo
the news and interview

each other.

Egum,ﬁﬂﬂ have a competitive edge over those of Y Ehﬂ fssue fo :;11‘1 the crisis be-
e in ween themselves, and th
ustrial world by virtue of their low labour would be able to stop the dﬁ}'

vision t ourselves,
The holy month of‘Ra-

‘away without teaching us an

lesson of tolerance and self-

-not earn enou
‘'usually do an
o

which they
and enjoy Eid,

‘of our country.
-and helpless.

ir:e t what could we do ex-

(to spare the citizens of the

 misery.
except

‘removal of 10

“Sir, Although most of us

do not understand as
it ap aruhtu be a hi

_ su . but all of us
do undcrstfﬁb that the

‘country is ?uuing a
v%x difficult and critical pe-
ri litical reasons.
angladesh have
political
issue w’hg:lh has created a
an uneasy envi-
‘The citizens are quarrelling
among themselves and even
started killing, each other
and destroying publec and
property without -
thir of the effect it
;would leave on the whole na-
We feel ashamed when
reign news
Jmedia telecast or broa t
| our
political -'leﬂar:v wh'? accuse
_ e ferventl
hoped that good sense v.».v.'i:mlt?iIr
prevail and the political lead-
ers would somehow settle

madan has almost passed
restraint. Muslims could not
fast and,pray in peace, could
which helps

the biggest reh%uuu fﬂluvnl
¢ are all sad

cept imploring the politi-
clans of our mﬁn tnputtle
'the issue between themselves

What can we do now
rayl
5

ng ‘to Allah to | "Th:ﬂt“ lacate the the
“ﬂlﬂg'omthi Wn. | to nwﬂjm to get causing harm to both my time
md&owo of self- . eyt of troubled waters,
! Cton? Let us all pray to  .be closer to today's truth. The

missal the first Benazir
L.

¢ (General Asif Nawaz

(1991-93) was the architect

Benazir Bhutto's “long

march” on Islamabad against

the Nawaz Sharif Govern-

* General Abdul Waheed
(1993-96) over the
civilian

the

2

i

office-holders incl
President. the Prime
ter and all four ncial

N e

1993 election he
helped about t
Benazir Bhutto back to
ppwer.

~ Since the return of
in 1985 after an
ght-year break, all three

ts have

shait decided they

as in govern
_ have an inter-
est in keeping on friendly
tm{-_:mu: e Chief of Staff.
at is why o sition
leader Sharif Eccnplg: ed

‘when it looked as thoug

Bhutto was 5
ing Waheed m kacep
He considered Waheed pro-

——— - —_— e

in ' these columns should be

legibly, written or typed
of space, short letters

AR
all communica-

Allah for the early solution of
‘the problem before it deteri-
orates [urther and
the hand of the

- We do not want a

hating and  killing a

eshi, our own broth-

ers and sisters! We do not

'want our beloved coun
'ing backward. We Hif:t-

\peace, prosperity and a per-
'manent solution of our pc;m

ical problems. So may Allah

‘bless us all and help us to
‘survive

‘Munira Khan

;H;Be out of
ticians.

Pakistan: the struc

X 3

*-.
-/

-

jgle for democracy

In 1947 Pekistan has

years under direct militery rule F—=T

:““w

19688 Zia dles in air crash Benazir Bhutio wins
slection :

before Karamat ‘was named,
"it should give him some as-
signment after his retire-
ment.” :

p—

torces Bhutto's dismisasl. Nawaz

In the event, Waheed re-
fused an extension and re-
tired on cue.

Sharif is happier with

"y

Karamat who, he says. might hot up to an
“deserves the office due to where some restraining
his professional tion might be required.”

competence and

S

_ if that

et (e st spoke socmanist e S
m:lrantly nen-po tical’ = veption should from the

amat, who was chosen" mdent not the .Chief of
above four more senior gen- : "Sarely, with someone -
erals, has won across-the- like General Karamat in the '
board support. * saddle, we know it 't

He has plenty of mll.i':? mappen.” ;
‘matters to occupy him, - Another newspaper
ing with the courts martial of  Nation. also “to
four officers for an army to turn a ear to
coup in mber 1995.  voices of people such as
The would-be coup makers  former air force chief Asghar '
were motivated by Khan, now a politician, '

a desire to replace demo-
cratic civilian government

with a regime based on Is- bring about a ch in
lamic principles. . syunelm of lﬂ:ﬂ‘ﬂﬂlﬂlt.
Defence analyst Mushahid Former Chief of Staff
Hussain 8 out that Aslam has also been
Karamat office at a ime ing for a constitutional role
when the armed forces rela- for the armed forces
tionship with the United
little over 40 has beeny” Mmilit . interference "
central to {té worldview, guaran to causc even
training and equipment” — is ter than
‘unde?lng major change, t to be resalved
“The days when the Pakis such a course.” The paper
Army was the Pentagon's
favourite in south Asia are Ventionism as "adventurers -
gone." _ | ha their shoddy Wares
- nmi-l!:u;wcr :nmpli;e the . eEn. i m . to
issues new uyer in stan's
man. it will be h to steer changed circumstances
e etely clear of - . with all its warts
* "Politiclans are intent on =~ and was restored,”
stoking the fires of con- ' =
fronta " said in an edito- — GEMINI NEWS
rial mmw daily T. BUTT is re-
newspaper r Post.  porter of "The News.," Islam-
the days ahead abad o

== =TT ——

R

peace-loving citizens of this|
country are caught in exactly:
augh a quagmire... whither to-

0z . _
- The person moving away is
headi towards deeper wa-
ters and may have to swim (he
may get into serious problems
if he can't swim) to an empty
side with no one to offer pro-

tection and the one trying to

come out the other way may -
e to do so, only to:

. ‘Rajarbagh
Attire discrimination rcads like

finally manag
find that he is walking home

without any clothes on!
The amgﬁis above may have

some humour. to it but a
deeper analysis would show
that the meaning underlining
the humour |s after all not at
all humourous, rather it de-
picts the stark reality of the
sorry state that the people
have been forced into due to
the shallow politics having the
u hand.

ut for how long? The rip-

| pling waterbody is bound to
mwf"ﬂm .tt:u'.'r:lg into turguécntawaters..
: take on waves and overflow, to
A classic h  wipe both sides out.
Sir, In the recently held ' '
Benson & Hedges cricket

tournament in
the advertisements of pho

'Efm hs of 'The Captain’
'. m bats si Bd hﬁ
avid-

Boon bat. As far as information
was sold out at

Aussie c and,
goes

quite prices,

] am, however, not ta.lkinf try’
u

about cricket here directly b

referring to a photograph in

rour paper of 13-2-96 on the

ast page showing two presid-

ing officers in the water. This |

hic sto flight time was clearly men-
ticz tioned

hotograph is a gra

T
be

poli

captioned "A tale of two 'when I reached the airport it
sides", It should be beautifully | informed by the d
framed and | am sure hun- that the t would leave
dreds of it will be sold. . at 1415 hours.

It tells a story : - When | asked them, the
rippling in 'reason for delay and the cause
the ‘two sides is Bmﬁ:duh; for not notifying the passen-
and the sty side 1o gov- gers earlier, no muld“ﬁ“ir ;
m Itthenid_r;c - il.nymm;,lhldmurmt

: e ac- important amme in Dina-
tjons of thmm presiding offi- . Had mﬂ'ﬂ' informed ear-

we saw Uttara, Dhioka

Tasleem Hussain

g Biman's customer
Sir, Recently, | was a victim
of the so-called service of the
Bangladesh Biman, the coun-
s national airlines. I pur-
. chased a Dhaka-Saidpur ticket
' of flight No 491 of 12th Febru-
a.gy' bearing No 9971 0508-
3987 (12WLK) from Biman's
h office. In the ticket the

as 11:15 hours, and the

and, I think it should . status was "OK". Unfortunately

I could have arra for
the alternative. | returned back
. n to

t &t 13:15 hours

't and money.
Now as passengers should

we not expect an explanation
from a service providing or-
ganisation like Biman? Or
should we be complacent to
say that "this is why Biman is
in a nosediving situation and
lposing its prestige and cred-
ibility day by day etc?

Kazi Badrudduza
Igbal Road. Dhaka

Sir, In view of paying re-
spect to holy Ramadan, lad
n asters appear on the

n, having their heads and
shoulders well covered with
Sarees or 'ornas’.

But | do not understand
why not such dresses like
'sherwani’, 'panjabi' or at least
‘tupi’' for e newscasters, are
seen to demonstrate the same.
They come as usually suited-
booted.

Ramadan should never ad-
vocate such gender discrimi-
nation in attire.

Nasiruddin Ahmed
Dhaka City College, Dhaka

L.t

"Dhakaites — victims
'+ of pollution"

Sir, There was a write-up’

on "Smoke and noise pollution
in city” by your columnist ASM
Nurunmabi (6th Jan '96),
which was very timely. | am
appreciative of the concern as
expressed by Mr Nurunnabi
and simultaneously by the
BRTA, a little late though.
. My pulgmu: of writing this
letter on the 'smoke and noise
pollution’ in Dhaka city is to
stress the importance and im-
press upon the authorities that
it's really high time that they
take care our health and
take drastic actions before it's
too late! As it appears, none of
the agencies concerned is
irealising the gravity of the
situation and endeavouring to
improve the degraded environ-
ment. It's not only the 'noise-
creating industries' that are
posing threat to our health and
environment in addition to the
oddest smoke llution, but
the most harmful menace is
the ‘obnoxious sounds (into

crea

ted by the electric hnrnlf-
whistles of the buses and loaves

trucks and excessive h

by the Sir, The superpower Rus-

and gsia's move to rehabilitaté her

private cars
autorickshaws. These must be

totally banned or curved dras- m '{n ' u:: ¢
tically to save us from hear- gegiitutes across m

taches and other compli- Universally true now. in
cal:i?::s I saw a wall- g0 e e el pert.
algn the Police Foaritat ¢ ods of history, the current
(in ]P hi?l trend of establishing freedom

'thBﬁm WIICH  is a due respect to the UN .
¢ polsonous Hyman Rights Declaration.

smoke that's emitted the
vehicles can ‘Eé*'dange%ﬂs' to
your lungs which can even de-
velop cancer”l | want to ask:
who is permitting and letting
these un-road-worthy vehicles

which is leading the mankind
out of the torment of injustice.

As for aids recipienf social-
ist-turned-capitalist veto-pow-
ered space-resident that sur-

vived the recent disin tion

which are responsible for of h
1] er union fo termina-
emission of poisonous gas tion of the Cold ar, this

carbon monoxide ply on the
roads? As far as | know the
Motor Vehicles Act doesn't
«permit such defective vehicles

::'E én - street Ilglvcl steps
ou a s el
" for rest of the Errfd. R

The plan to transform her

on the road. .

| want to urge upon the au- down-and-outs in Moscow into
thorities to immediately ban SCl-supportive productive
and withdraw all vehicles Workforce toward permanent

solution to the tragic problem

. cannot be a better example of a
S o i o st st 6 S e S o e X
ch are mostly the responsible i "Ur¢ Invigorating all other pro-

ones for the worst type of cesses of helping the hapless
pollution. on earth.
As | observe most of the Havibg taken: such.& i

three-wheelers emit black mane approach to‘*this ever-

smoke combinin carbon
monoxide, lead anﬁ sulphur lasting civic disgrace has Rus-

and blanket the whole atmo. Sian democratic government
sphere for 24 hours, maki gpemi'd “f' wglg ':-MUH 10
breathing very difficult. 1 have 2PP€T “’Ti Df o1 =xery
a fealing that no one checks ¥ TERAICICEA DE discimina-
the qu itr of the engines in & social statuses.
the vehicles when imported Like all methods applied
from aboard! No less d rous everywhere in the hope of mit-
is the horrendous, noisy  jgating the anguish of the dis-
sounds of the buses and some ! tressed humanity, prioritised
vate cars! pragmatic government as well
If honking cannot be as non-government initiatives
banned totally (as done in to provide her citizens with
many countries)] it must be the basic needs will prave a
curved by putting (making boon to the states economic
compulsory) governors on the boost consequent upon their
buses and trucks and issuing iﬂultﬂlﬂﬂﬂl participations in

emitting carbon monoxide and

strictures on the private cars. ithe developmental works
Too harsh and abnormal horns
must be declared banned. And
those failing to observe the .
strictures, must have their re-
newals withheld Dont the au-;
thorities concerned owe re-
sponsibility for the health
;u?ff:t',r and security of public
ife’;

A F Rahman
77 Motijheel C/A Dhaka

Rahman
School Road. Mymensingh




