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HE long wait of four
ars is finally over.
orld Cup Cricket,

one of the sport's most
spectacular and glamorous
extra has . As all
the cricket maniacs are
aware of. this year's World
Cup will be hosted in the
subcontinent and the hosts
are India, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka. This major month
long event will conclude on
March 17. Among the 12 par-

ticipating nations there are

three newcomers, viz Hol-
land, UAE and Kenya, who
ll;law: acll:ji:vgd the ri hf;im
ay in this Cu
in {he ICC Trpnp ]r?u"lhc 1115
_teams, from all over the
globe; has come with only
one mission — to clinch the

ultimate gl in the World
Cu cricket. Although
‘cricket is a game of glorious

uncertainty and the ander-
dogs have often emerged as
winners, let us sum up and
assess the strength and
weaknesses and possibilities
of some of the top con-
tenders.

First comes Australia, the
hot favourites of the year. It
can be said without hesitation
that they are at the top in
both the 'Test' and 'one-day’
version of the game. They are
a bunch of talented and excit-_
ing cricketers most of whom
have been graduates from

the Australian Cricket
Academy.
The Academy transforms

raw talents into world class
cricketers. That is why per-
haps they are the game's
most talented side. They are
strong virtually in all depart-
ments of the game. The Aus-
tralians have an awesome
batting line up. They have a
superb combiation with the
experience and caution of
Mark Taylor, Steve Waugh,
lan Healy and Stuart Law and,
of course, there are the
flambuoyant strokemakers
like Mark Waugh and the

;uun;g sensations Ricky
onting, Michael Bevan and
Shane :

They have an excellent
bowling line :r led Iy the
wrist spin zard, Shane
Warne, and followed by Glen
McGrath, Craig McDermott
and Paul Reiffel. They are
such a good nna-d:ze team
because some of ir top
batsmen like Steve Waugh,
Mark Waugh, Michael Bevan
and Stuart Law can also bowl
well. So team captain, Mark
Taylor has a lot of options to
choose from. Their fielders
have strong arms and keep
batsmen I'Emdﬁ'r cnhl::lnnt
pressure. S0 il everythi
goes well, Australia can w:ﬁ
repeat the 1987 World Cup
SUCCess

Next comes South Africa,’

since their return to inter-
national cricket in 1992 th.iy
have had a remarkable
record. They have had an
ideal p ation leading up
to the World Cup, beating t
Englishmen in the Tests
thrashing them 6-1 in the
one-dayers. Their main
lies in their bowling
and . South Africa al-
ways possessed a balanced
ace attack. But now they
" have one ul'ﬁ MTWDIM'I mmrtt
destructive pace at-
tack. Their is led by
Allan Donald. presently the
fastest man in the world, and
is followed by Shaun Pollock,
Craig Matthews, Brain
Mc and De Villiers.

- strokemakers Daryll

at a Glance

by Nafi

Shane Warne ... the irresistible

leggie.

They are very agile and
athletic in fielding side. In
Jonty Rhodes they have the
world's best fielder. are
the onl who can match
Australia in . But bat-
ting is perhaps their weaker
side. It does not have thg
consistency and talent of
Australia or India. However,
it has improved tremen-
dously. Andrew Hudson and
Gary Kirsten are very solid
openers followed by their
skipper Hansie Cronje,

gl i M
nan, Jonty es, Jacques
Kallis. :

In Brian McMillan they
have an excellent allrounder
who gan be compared with
the likes of lan Botham.

McMillan is a very hard hit-
:lrl;lg middle order batsman

a filery paceman. C e
mmmmmhmﬂt-
tle. So South Africa are a bal-
anced and matured side and

if they can cope with the
slow, flat wi of the sub-
continent, they can go one

::::f further than last time
reach the finhals.

India, one of the host na-
tions, have immense pres-

sure on them to do . In-

dulkar follows - allrounder
Manoj Prabhakar, Sidhu,
Azharuddin, Kambli, Man-

world class pace
allruuntii;r in thtJltlm.
Amo pacemen

Srinath has improved a lot.

West Indies and

T be one of

exciting cricket to-

urnaments we have ever

seen. With new teams such
as Holland, Kenya and UAE
competing, and the old
favourites, the world cup
should be full of exciting
matches and  brilliant
display's of how the game

s really be played.

My personal favourite this
time is the West Indian
cricket team. Although
they have not really been
consistent the last few
months, they are still a
team to be reckoned with
and should not be aver-
looked. Brian Lara, their

HIS world El:KethH.Ilﬂ
most

young sensation and one of

the most amazing batsman
of all time, should be a
thrill to watch and a disas-
ter for all the bowlers if he
is in pr form.

The West Indian's over the
past few months have had
many internal problems,
with arising be-
tween the players and
their captain, Richie
Richardson. This. | believe
is their only weak point

There are also three spinners
in the side viz Aashish
Kapoor, Anil Kumble and
Raju. Anil Kumble is one of
the world's most effective
wrist spinners and he bowls
Y wn:ltl:knn th%l:umlng;n—
ian wickets. e one bi

estion is: can thamme&

haruddin make his team
the first one to clinch the
Cup on home

ri Lankn.?ni'c of the co-
hosts are also strong con-

tenders and like the Indians-

-they have a very good one-da
re?urd on home soil. Th y
have a very strong and excit-

mghatgdgltncup. led by ex-

baftsmen, their
skirgr Arjuna Ranatunga

In Romesh Kaluwitharana
they have one of the world's
most talented and exciting
opening batsman. The other
batsmen are Jayasuriya, Gu-
rusinha, Tillekeratne and

others. They are also the best
ﬂ:lt side in the subconti-
nent.

“:rﬁ bowling attack.

ut if Wickramasinghe,
Dharmasena, Pus Kumara,
Muralitharan accurately

- Sri Lanka can exceed all ex-

have as cham-

Rc‘:ytnﬂnm. From underdogs

_ yers and
the Pakistanis., New Zealan-
tdmh E:nd West Indians tuh:in
the Singer Twhy. The{ ve
a good possibility of at least
reaching the semifinals.
Pakistan, the co-hosts be-
sides India and Sri Lanka
despite having a disastrous
are also a team to
t. As the defi cham-
ons, the Pakistanis are re-
uilding the team under
Wasim to make a chal-
h‘#,:m the
West
bad a Jean patch
istam. -
the first time in 15 years in a
Test series by B:u-.tulu the
] t no one can
Pount our the  West Indice.
Worid Cate:, They have v
ups. ve a very
balanced bowling attack led
by the ageing but still de-

structive new ball bowlers .

Walsh and Ambrose. Otis Gib-
son is a allrounder.
variation

Roger
to their attack. Their main
roblem {is their batting.

thout world record holder
Brian Lara do not have
any other consistent

Their innings have often
when Lara failed to

click. But Lara is such a mas-

ter batsman that he is ca-
pable of leading his team to
the finals llri?e-hmdcdl :
Other batsmen like ‘
captain Richie Richardson,
Chanderpaul and Holder
have to find their form (f
West Indies are to win the
N Traditl England
glants
are no | the force they
used to be. But they have the
superb record of reachin
the finals thrice althou
they failed to be the champi-
ons each time.

The other teams like New
Zealand, Zimbabwe, UAE,
Kenya and Holland are not

and have the capa-
bility to provide a few sur-
prises. Meanwhile, only time
can tell who will hold aloft
the trophy after the finals on
March 17th.

the World Cup

by Ali Arsalan

which they will have to
overcome. Recently
, there has been a
of improvement in
the team, during the
"Benson and Hedges World

Series’ tournament. They

started -the tournament
badly, but played te
well in the remaining few.

Some of the other team
members although have

been struggling for form.
Carl Hopper, Jimm
Adams Phﬁ
Simmons are exam of

this. The West Indians will
have to concentrate on
their bat as the slow
wickets in the sub-conti-
nent will not help their

Chan ul, their middle
order batsman and leg-
ﬂnﬂ. is nm Jyhﬂ

yers. in
one nFI?n tournaments in
the West Indies, he
extremely well,

I don't think that the West
Indians will have many
this World Cup.

e tywo teams that |
think will
any problems are Aus-
tralia, the leadi con-
tender for the title, and
Sri Lanka. Otherwise the
only worty the West Indi-
ans have at the moment is

the huge bomb blast in

Colombo which

requests have
then denied and the
et oo g ocrorsr-cqg s
time, the West Indians
should be able to win. -

t they do not have a |

-h-lﬁl.llﬂ-
like Pak-

them

Some Records of the World Cup:

Kepler Wessels is the only player in the word who
played for two countries. In 1983 he played for
Australia and in 1992 for South Africa.

* In 1992 no bowler could fake 5 wickefs.
Only two batsmen in the:- World Cup made runs .

over 1000. They are Javed Miandad (1029) runs
and Vivian Richards (1013) runs.

in 1987 thé teams who batted first and made runs
over 210 have all won their respective maiches.

* Chefan Shamna is the only player who did hatfrick In

* TheYunniest thing

the World Cup.
is that all the teams who batted first
in the World Cup final has all won the Cup.

ST e

......

:'?f:: ;f' P o 0P
N Lo/l
Mo{'-mm‘lbﬁ“ and an ancient
cup are classy appurtenances to the Wills Cup.

— Courtesy: Sportstar
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rules according to
| them

HEVI World Cup

cricket took off in

' Ahmedabad. The first
match was between E

and New Zealand. This year

12 teams are participating

and it is hard to predict who

{ will win.

Last s champion Pak-
istan have a very balanced
team this year, but can
perform according to the ex-

pectations? Thousands of

le are in confusion over
this issue. The bribery scan-
dal, players revolt, ch
of captains has altogether
made Pakistani Cricket go
into darkness. Five to six
captains were changed over
-the last couple of | Now
if Pakistan Cricket Control

Board (PCCB) changes the

ca s at regular intervals
hundrudn they expect the team
to

stan's new captain is

their ‘old war horse’ Wasim -

Akram. According to Akram
and many other zealots,
if Pakistan can click at the
tht moment then they can
n the World Cup. eir
team Intikhab Alam
said that Pakistan is one of
the most balanced team, in
world cricket. We hope he
can prove that! i
Another thing that bother
Pakistan is injuries. All the
time Pakistani players are
victim of hamstring or liga-
ment injury. This is also one

4 of the reasons for their set-

back. |
Nobody in 1992 thought
‘that Pakistan is going to win
the World Cup. For as you
gw that cricket is a game
uncertainty, can
ha ; Eu.r&' was
] very experienced cap-
tain Khan. His life and
soul was cricket. His aim
was how to win the World
Cup. And at last he succeeded
ot b ot Pakiitoes 1 e
r e
Eeor?:m mMr star batsman
Javed Miandad. This experi-
enced cricketer can change
the face of the game. He has
scored more than 8,000 runs
and if he can click at the
t moment | see no reason
y Pakistan won't win the
World Cuyp. The only threat to
Pakistafi in their group is
South Africa. South Africa is
an ever im side and if
Pakistan can just understand
their weakness then they can
beat South Africa easily. But
Pakistan 'must be careful of

Gan Pakistan Ascend
To The Throne Again?

By Ishrak Ahm Siddiky

pltgera like Jonty Rhodes
and Alan Donald.

Pakistan for this year's
World Cu.g has announced the
name of players.

They are as follows: Wasim
Akram (captain), Amir Sohail
(vice captain), Javed Mian-
dad, Ramiz Raja, Saed Anwar,
ljaz Ahmed, Salim Malik, In-
zamamul Haq, Mushtagq

Ahmed, Aaquib Javed, Saqglain
Mushtaq, Ataur Rahman,

The Dily ,‘,ihrr 9

&

1:ashid Latif and Waqar Yunis.
All these players are very
ood. Now let us see what -
are capable of :

* Wasim Akram : Captain
and strike bowler. Does good
battir:llg when the team needs.

* Javed Miandad-: Excel-
lent righthander batsman.
Can chanF: the face of the

e, also can keep his
Emd cool at final overs.

* Saed Anwar : Hard hit-
ting batsman. Can give Pak-
istan a nice start.

* Amir Sohail : Vice cap-
tain and opening batsman.
Also bowls, and is also a good

 fielder.

_* Ramiz Raja : Talented

batsman, capable of produc-
ing runs and is also a good
fielder. .

* Jjaz Ahmed : Has a very
Euod temperament. Excellent

*Wagar Yunis : World's
fastest bowler. He is a threat
to batsman. ’

* Salim Malik : Capable of
producing runs when gets set
to the wicket. Also a bowler.

* Inzamamul Haq : The
tall man. who is the most fe-
rocious hitter of Pakistan. He
is a talented batsman too.

* Mushtaq Ahmed : He is
Pakistan's most talented
spinner. He is one of the best
wrist spinners in the world.

Aaquib Javed : A bowler
who can take wicket when
needed.

* Saglain Mushtaq : Only
18 years of age, this young -
spinner is the consistent o

1 bowlers. He bowls in line

* Ataur Rehman He
doesn’t let the batsmen un-
derstand at what pace he
bowls. And take wickets
when asked of him.

*  * Rashid Latif : Excellent
behind the stumps. He is also
a good batsman.

These are description of
the players. And if Pakistan
can't win the World Cup with
such a fine team, then they
will break the hearts of their
supporters. Pakistan's first

tch is against Holland on

Feb 24th,

Last month the Pakistan
overnment announced that

~and length.

. it Pakistan wins each player

will get 10 lakh rupees and a
house. At last let's keep our
finger crossed, and see what
happens for | want you not to
forget cricket is a game of

glorious uncertainty.

i

from

by Bachchu
URING the indepen:
continent we read in

our books and heard from our
elders that Western people
were much fair in every
sphere of life whether it is
politics or sports or anything
else. We were young then.
But now we find things
quite different from what we

were taught. For instance,
the litical dominance of
the West over the East, in-
cluding the sub-continent.
needs no fresh elaboration.
Here, | would like to draw
the attention of the valued
readers regarding a few ac-
tions of the European coun-
tries . in collaboration with
Australia in the field of Inter-
national mes in order to
achieve su over
the subcontinental teams.
They go on changing “Lht
s

I.:i uldimu-lfcw'.uch

examples. In the of
field ., most of the pe-
riod of tl:ilﬂﬂ' was dom-
inated sub-continent.
iIn 1936, during Berlin
i ., Dhanchand's (who
‘| ts timé the greatest

hockey player, coming from
India) stick was on
the that his stick had
some Indian m al influ-
ence. But still t could not
st him from his dazzl
dnckhlln lﬂdd unbelievab
sti and scoring ]
against Germany in the ﬂ‘
Traditionally, hockey was
used to be played on natural

b m&m hgnhtclh

ayers s su .

ﬂmt. no other way,

the Europeans in collabora-
mncmﬁeth
a :

of natural turfs,

they Astro turf.

Polirics

to Mports

Australians, with better

hysique, mare strength and
‘gtamlnl than subcontinent
players started dominating
the without much diffi-

culties, while our players

were merely . After
vtryhudmmtuﬂ

for many years, again our
players have attained a rea-
sonable standard. Pakistan
won the last world cup and
very recently India defeated
Germany and Holland in an
International tournamernts.
These resuits evoked
amongst the westérners.
Now, they have started think-
ing something else to con-
tinue their dominance. :
I am sure in the next
meeting of. the International
Hock F'uderlch tion, nﬂm
go o change some rules,
-t::-in will suit the robust Eu-
ropeans and Australians and
our pla will have difficulty
in contesting nst them.
Accordi to t
and, rather,
like soccer,
pltcg. rulua out the earlier
condition “‘% only
from within the D. s rule
will suit the E and
Australians because

their shooting power |is
tramcnt! ..1 am sure this
rule is coming next. |
Now let us turn our atten-
tion towards cricket.

England and Australia have

the veto power in the ICC
(International Cricket Coun-
cil).
thhmMnﬂnﬁlhhH“
me time was famous for

:

53

to severn
“uum--ﬁ:mmm
on the off uﬂﬁt.hht:tﬂlh
sort of
land
Icc
rule
move on
on-side. ca
to an abrupt he in-

:
8
g
4
:

the utter surprise of the
cricketing world, that rule
was scrapped. with the re-
tirement of Bedi. One can
easily realise how unfair
those people are.

Now let us come to the
fast bowling. During '50's and
'60s, England and Australia
had good bunch of fast
bowlers like Truman,
Statham, Tyson, Loader,
Moss, Miller, Lindwall,
Davidson and others. These
bowlers were playing hell
'with our batsmen atl;l tt!]:}r
were enjoying every bit of it.
Even th]: spectators used to
encourage those bowlers by
shouting, "kill him. kill him."
I am a witness to such scene.

But when their era of fast
bowl ended and Pakistan
:;lld =5t Indies bprcttducedf

eir erous balle 0
fast huwiers like ]]-‘{ﬂll.
Gilchrist, Andy Roberts, Gar-
ner, Croft, Marshall, Holding,
Imran, Sarfaraz, Wasim
Akram, Waqar Yunis and
others, with no time to spare
ICC (initiated by England and
Australia with their veto
power) took the decision that
no bowler can send more
than two bouncers in an over.
That law was nothing but to
give protection to the ineffi-
clent and coward English and
Australian batsmen. Do you

think those e are fair?
It all mmrlthert' is a °

deep mischievous under-
standi between England
and Au in order to help

'or rescue each other.

Dozens of such examples
canb be cited of their unfair-
ness in different games and
sports from which one can
well judge the sick mentality
of westerns sporting world.

The writer resides in
Goshala, Fazlul Hug Rood,
Sirajgony.



