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NEWS BRIEFS

The Election Commission
(EC) has asked the electoral
enquiry commitiees to moni-
tor y's polls and inform
the Commission immediately
if there be any larities.
Iéll a c!rcucljln.r yesterday, the

ection mmluy)n gave
the directives to the
committees of 64 districts.
The cemmitiees have been
asked to fax to the EC re-
ports of incident of ballot
stuffing, voting or iliegal
inﬂucnr.:t in voting process,
reports UNB,

Bombs hurled at

DU VC's residence

-~ By DU Correspondent
Unidentified SONs ex-
loded at least 13 bombs in
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machme guns wemﬁdplured at 1tnportant pomta in the city jreuterday on t.he eve ul the

ly Star

Stand tchartered

RAMADAN 25, 1416 HIJRI

position boycott
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By Staff Correspondent
The country to today to elect i
“ﬁ“ Pﬂlll ay ts Sixth Jatiya

by major opposition

21,106 polling sta-
voters out of a

officers in 64
17,236 polling

en,mkilledin

:BDRMI:

army _ con-
to maintain law

order

; See Page 12 col 8

Vlolence

person was shot dead
ln (hitt ong and at least
people were

rldlhea hctwrtn o and
anti-election activists and

other incidents of violence in
different | in the coun-

try ay, the first day of

i b e R
ay country- :
| “425), an Awami
ue activist died on the
‘when he was shot by

{ some unidentified persons

while he was hu a bomb
at the residence ol Sheikh
Shahnewaz Montu a ., BNP

m

Injured in:

By Staff Correspondent

candidate elected

Three more persons died,
one in Chittag while car-
rying a bomb and two others
in Khulna while making
bombs.

Pankaj Shil died in Chit-
tagong wl;mn Itm:h bumbkht
was carrying in his pocket
exploded.

in Khulna, Shahidul Islant

{19). & Chhatra e ac-
tivist and Monirul bir, a
JCD activist died when thr;
bombs (hey were makin (F
ploded in separate inci cnts
in Khalishpur yesterday.

marks ﬁrst day of hartal

d1e, 200 injured

In the mounting anti-
election violence, Opposition
aclivists torched at least a
dozen polling centres, at-
tacked 4 TNO offices. kid-
napped 8 polis officials and
snatched away ballot boxes in
different districts including
Chittagong.- Narayangan].
Brahmanbaria. Kis n]

a!mrirh\ut . Pabna -and

IUNB news agency

re-
ported from Chittagong that

cight polling centres were
torched there by anti-elec-

Sce I'age 12 Col 3

US bongressm&ri |

concerned at
Bangladesh

. Situation

WASHINGTON. Feb 14: US
representative Sherrod
. Brown. a Democrat from Ohio
"and a member of the Asia and
Pacific Sub-Committee. has
expressed his concern that
the process of democratic
evolution in Bangladesh could
be slowed and might be even
damaged by iritractable atti-

- ludr:.s in some pohﬂcal quar-

ters.
In a ren:nl :tate:n:nt the

raﬂr is never easy imd is uﬂm
painful. We have had to learn
that lesson repeatedly in the

See Page 12 Col 2
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Boycott elections,
urges Opposition

By Staff Correspondent

The Opposition” has called
for a 'people’s curfew' today
lo protest holding of what it
termed ‘one-party [larcical’
parliamentary polls.

The main u[l)‘]snnitlun par
ties — Awami League, Jatiy
Party and Jamaat-i-Islami had
already called a 48-hour har-
tal s from yesterday.

The opposition demand-

pabiy caretaker ‘ovemiment

people not to go to
ll.ng centres.
ple's curfew will be
imposed on all the 68.000
villages of the country. None
will. go to pulling centres,

th:

none will come out of doors.”
main opposition leader and
Awami League chief Sheikh
'Hasina said.

- Meanwhile. sporadic coc-
ktail blasts were heard in
different parts of the city
which continued till mid-
night last night.

On the eve of polls Sheikh
Hasina urged the cuurit eari

C ay's "farcic
mfﬁfé"d rdmmri ngt
to ise this vote.

"Those who killed the
democracy have no right to
stage any farce in the name of
holding so-called election to-

See Page 12 Col 1

| terday while in man

{ boxes and

1 city

Armymaybe sent back to barracks on Feb 17
CEC fears low turnout of voters

By Staff Correspondent

The Chief Electlon Com-
missioner (CEC) yesterday
leared that-there would be a
poor turnout of voters due to

the prevailing polﬁlml situa-
timl in I'.I'.le

{EC} lrill form .:;hn
its dut
LR:' world :xlct];

hv-mmrm- have been
cast. Even if the ballot box is

w will also tell that.”
the said.

*There cannot be a normal
turnout of voters at the

lpﬂﬂn{ centres when

bcln&:ﬂilled on t
CEC said while

tdk:lﬁ a group of news-

The CEC. Justice AKM
Sadeque, termed the uilﬂ

situation as unfortunate

said when many countries

were moving [rom aulocracy

to multl- parlly dtmntrary
“our count 8 heading

wards nutucrl::jr from a mqu— ;

party democracy.”
= uhEnEC uld.g-mnﬂict
m "‘I.
sure ll‘.{:ltr ;:ml He also
added was lalking to
Deputy Commissioner
in the country and directing
them to take ﬂtrytr pra:;ﬂ.u-

t

ur ba rg::lm —
An a question. the
CEC said th-t the army may

be asked to go back to the
barracks two days after the
elections.

He said he had instructed
that the army should act
upon advice of the civil offi-
clals who would coordinate

their activities.

The army wml._l]d have to
seek permission from magis-
trates before taking any ac-
tion, the CEC said.

iIn res to a on
whether actions would be
taken aglinst officials not
turn election duty,
the C lald lhnt his nlﬂt‘.‘t
would Tfirst ,determipe

whether the circumnmncu
permitted thc official to

" 'substitutes’ oould

come to the duty or not.

"If the situation did not al-
low the official to come to
duty, In that case | will con-
sider. But if it is found that
he had any political bias, he
will face action”, Justice Sad-
eque said.

When contacted the Elec-
tion Commissioner Justice
Md A Jalil told The
last night that the had
made Imntl for sub-
stitute officials.

When asked how these
conduct

the polls without any prior

lraining, Jusltice Jalil said
that the EC had takén

See Page 12 col 7

t of the official residence | B

of Vice Chancellor
Dhaka University Prof Ema-
juddin Ahmed yuttrdly
evening. Three bombs were
exploded at areund 7:15
while 10 bombs about

ofth=3

hour later. The VC. however.

could not be contacted.
City AL public
meet tomorrow

The Dhaka City unit of the
Awami League will hold a
publi::
Jatiya

Mohammad Hanif and Gen-
eral Sécretary
sain Chardhury Maya yester-
day reguested the party lead-
ers. workers and the people
to attend the meeting. re-

ports UNB

Four arms seized

The law enforcing agen-
cies yesterday, the r%th da

of country-wide illegal arms |

recovery drive, recovered

four fire arms, 35 bullets and
34 explosives from different
paris of the country.

in front of the

ub at 2:30 e
tnr:mnuw Clt}' unit prenu:ggt |

Mofazzal Hos- |

an | ™

OFTEHE GOES‘ Mthe match New Zenlnnd opener
Nathan Aétle dismisses England paceman Darren
Gough (not in the picture) over the long on region for a
hu'l!ll;l New Zealand won by 11 runs (Details on page

— AFP/UNB photo

~ tants United

Ram threatens today s tie

Sports Reporter

Favourites South Alrica is
all set to begin their World
Cup campaign nst debu-
Emirates at
Rawalpindi, Pakistan loday.
But the fickleness of the
ugrl ng weather in this

world has already
ened their Group
counter at the 15, mu capac

ity stadium?)
Downpours t and
rsistent showers left a

vy outfield at the tiny sta-
dium less than 24 urs
ahedd of the schedule and
with predictions of further
rain made the game uncer-

Lain. .
South Africa, the losi
- semifinalists of the last W

Cup. will be led by Hansie
Cronje. The exceptionally
brilliant fielding side has two
enuine quickies in Allan

ald and Shaun Pollock:
Besides, skipper Cronje,
hard-hitting Daryl Cullinan
and an experienced Andrew
Hudson can cope against nn]r
attack.

On the otherhand min-

nows Emirates, who made
it ke

win t y
in 1994, will bank on a host
of expatriates to put up any
fight against their awe-inspir-
ing opponents.

This match will be tele-
cast only on the s chan-
nel of Star TV 10 am
(BST). #

Meanwhile, South Africa
iried to train at the ground

Sec Page 12 col 8
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NEW DELHI. Feb 14: Mu-

sic television, kno-
wn as MTV, launched
24-hour music V-video
channel last

E;‘mw . joday

promised thlt +its pru*

- grammes woulld not be

and be more India

reports PTL
The channel now being

beamed via the American

satellite Pas-4 would be avall-

able through cable

S-band, .

Asia's vice-president. Ms

Chandani Sahgal told a press

conference here at (he offi-
See Page 12 col 7

Schools in Lanka
closed fearing
LTTE attack

COLOMBO, Feb 14: The
Sri Lankan cabinel toda
ordered all schools clo
until further notice because
of fears of attack by Tamil
tiger Tebels, a cabinet source
said, reports Reuter,

The move comes amidst
rumours sweeping Colombo
that the Liberation Tigers ul'
Jamil Eelam (LTTE) m
lnr t a Sinhalese l-l:hoo

nn;pdcn Jdor a w
hﬂmchn
AFP adds: police and the

See Page 12 Col |

Star |

L

Illegal aliens: Clinton
signs new order

WASHINGTON. Feb 14: In

A step to curb illegal immi-

gration. President Bill Clin-
lon yesterday signed an order
barring US companies that
knnwinply employ illegal
aliens (rom receiving gov-
ernment contracts, reports

AFP.
American jobs belong to
America's legal workers,

Clinton said in a statement.
This executive order will
ma ke l:lur that when it

to enforcing our na-
ﬂnnl immigration laws, we
mean business, he said.

CHinton had announced
the mgasure in his state of
Lthe union address on January

23.
Campaigning for the

‘| November presidential elec-

BCI set to

emerge
as bank
Star Report

After a long
sure and uncertainty,

of clo-
the

Ba sh Commerce and
gﬁﬂlﬂﬂﬂh‘ﬂkhlﬂ

to. emerge as a full-fledged
commercial bapk under the

An Ordinance
its floa was sed on
and a sew Manag-

'Ihc pnld
distributed
categories of shareholders,
nccurd:tlu to official sources.

The government has de-
cided to restructure the non-
banking financial institution,

crisis and financial mll-
t. The investment

agemen
had 24 branches
with 600 Follow-

ing the closure of the BCI,

the directors includ
chairman, a Elml

l.cutue MP, mwby
Jn thr first category

shareholders, the s
will infuse Taka 2m
See Page 12 Cal |

ity
mln

tions has lent additional
weight to the already sensi-
(ive issue, particularly in Cali-
fornia, Florida ant Texas, the
three states that have the
strongest voting power.
California Texas bokh
border Mexico, and Florida
has a large number of immi-
rants from Caribbean and
tin American nations.

One of the leading candi-
dates for the Republican vote.
ultra-conservative commenta-
tor Pat Buchanan, has been
campaigning on an anti-im-
mlgra!:imf America-first plat-

Bunhannn took second
place in Monday's straw polls
of Republican voters at their
lowa caucuses, boosted by the

See Page 12 col 7
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‘Many polling

ecentres yet to
receive ballot
boxes, papers

By Staff Correspondent

A number of polling cen-
tres in the country did not
receive any ballot boxes and

apers due to resistance
rom op tion workers yes-
areas,
puiling officials declined to
perform their duties, reports
received from our corre-
spondents said.

In Sherpur, five TNO of-
fices failed to despatch ballot
papers to the
poling centres under the
thanas concerned as the Op-
Bosittun workers kept the of-

eraoed since yester-
day ev:ning The gherao con-
tinued till the filing of this
report at midnight, reports
our correspondent.

'DC of Brahmanbaria Golam

| Kibria. talking to The Daily

Star, said that ballot papers
could not be sent to p ﬁ:
centres in Bmhmanhaﬂa,
Cosba and Banchharampur
thanas due to Opposition's
resfstance.

In Meherpur, 45 presid-
ing officers have urged the
authorities to withdraw them
from election duty after some -
of tl;-g miée es gcé: kid-
nap in Sadar and Gangni
thanas yeslerday.

In Kurigram, election offi-

See Page 12 col 7
DMP requisitions
250 vehicles

- By Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka Metropolitan
Police (DMP) has requisi-
tioned at least 250 buses and
trucks for patrol duty in the
on the election day to-
day, according to .snurr::s in
the DNP.

Today is the lasbday of the -

Opposition-called two-day
country-wide hartal tn

protest holding of the elec-
tion.

A number of microbuses,
buses and trucks were seen
parked at the ground of Ra-
{Elrbagh pnlice station y:at:r-

The bus owners are ﬁjd
Tk 500 and the driver 50

for each day. the source
added.

The requisition of trucks
has badly affected transporta-
tion of ﬁmds and esacntiala
across the country p{{ of
newsprint , frnm thc
Ncwaprlnt Mills has alsn
been affected, said its mana-
ging director AEM Eshaque.

Repatriation of

Chakmas after

elections

AGARTALA, Feb 14: The
third phase of repatriation of
Chakma refugees, now shel-
tered in six evacuee camps
in south Tripura district
would begin immediately
after the election process in
Bangladesh is over, official
sources said here. tuda}n re-

PT1.
l”m"!':n".: sources said, the
Chakma had ex-

pressed their willingness to
rtturéa to their homeland,
the Chittagong Hill Tract
(CHT), ln nmghbnurlng
Bangladesh following an-

See Page 12 Col 2

auction.

Rajuk Commercial Plot

AUCTION NOTICE

| Mbdst suitable Commercial- -cum-
|l Residential Plot No 16 Road No-2 Sector
| No-3 having road facilities on three sides
| measuring more or less 650 Sqr metre (9
| katha 11 chattak) and Plot No 7, Sector
il No-6 on Shah Jalal Avenue measuring
|| more or less 948 sqr metre (14 katha 2
{l chattak) of Uttara Model Ton, Dhaka will
j be alotted for 99 years lease on open

Applications on prescribed form with
terms and conditions to be obtaified from

| SonaliBank, Rajuk Bhaban Branch, Dhaka
| on payment of Tk 500/- (Five hundred)
only in cash for each set (non-refundable)

| and will be received by the Deputy Director
Il (Estates) from the intending bidders up to
| 2-00 PM on 27-2-96.

The auction will be held on 28-2-96 in
il the Conference room 3rd floor of the Rajuk
| Bhaban, Dhaka at 10.00 AM.

Chairman

| DFP&E?O-!SQ Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha

Dhaka.
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