DID U' KNOW?
(The Professor dves)

HAT the Wills World

Cup has a Title S
nsor, a privilege not attached,
with any World Cup in other
sport. There are also official
drinks ‘supplier, credit card,
banker, m‘rlin:s and even
chewing gum.

The sponsors are also in-
curring enormous cost on
promotional activities. Ac-
cording to a rough estimate,
Wills is expected to spend
around Rs. 15 cr for mo-
tion on top of £ 8 million as
sponsorship. The drink sup-
plier is expected to spend
around Rs 20 cr apart from
the sponsorship fee of £ 3
million.

Add to this the expenses
incurred by other sponsors.
It is simply mind-boggling.
Actually, a fantastic ﬁgum of
about Rs. 300 cr will be s
on the World Cup before the
lirst quarter of the year is

pent 1

SPORTS TALK

RamBalm(rupta

(Noted Indian cricket
umpire)

"These days. wuh s0 much
money and glamour in
crickel, the players like to
pressurise the umpire, An
umpire should not get influ-
enced by the other players.
He must always be polite teith
them and never lose his cool.
He can be a good [riend with
a player but not on the field."
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UNIQUE UNITY: Indian shipper

Hahlmod Alhl.mddin (L) walks into the history

books in the annals of Wm-ld Cup cricket by leading a combined India-Pakistan team
against Sr1 Lanka in an exhibition match at Colombo
walks along with his Sri Lankan counterpart Arjuna Ranatunga for the toss.

Spmners steal the

¢ OLOMBO, Feb 1: Contro-
versial spinner Muttiah
Muralitharan got the biggest
cheer of the day here on
Tuesday as India and Pakistan
teamed up to beat Sri Lanka
in a 40-over friendly, reports
AFP,

But another spinner, Anil
Kumble. won a lew psycho-
logical points on the eve of
the World Cup with a fine
display that set up the four-
wic ket win.

’\IL' R %L[THARAN

Muralitharan. whose ca-
reer was almost ended b
throwing row in Australia last

year, returned to  action

dismissing Sachin Tendulkar
with the first ball.

That was the perfect an-
swer to Australian umpires
who had questioned the le-

gality of his unorthodox off-
spin action.

It was also the perfect

lace to do it, before 10,000
ans at a match s as a

show of solidarit tween
the World Cup co-hosts after

Australia and the West Indies

- boycotted thllr matches m

here, © .

Hm:-: Mtht
game with two wickets but
saw eight overs cost a
hefty 46.

oty ok g
Kumble, , came away
Premadasa su:a.n

" from the
with four wickets for just 12 .
Lanka

in eight overs as
were to 168 for nine.
The hHome side had the

consolation  of mlnl :

from 16 for two, with Asanka

Chandana ¢ Acharuddin b Kurhble T

Dharmasena ¢ Achanuddin b Kombile

10
Vaus ot oant 11
Muralitharan b Kumble 5
Pushpakumara not out 3
Extras: (Ib-4. w-13, nb-4) ~ 21
Total: {9 wkts, 40 overs) 168

Fall of wickets: 1-12; 2-
16: 3-86; 4-112; 5-114; 6-

y. Here the Indian captdin
— AFP/UNB photo

almw

126; 7-146; 8-149; 9-157.

w
; 1
4 1
- i
Klpnur p
Kumbile 4
Sohail 0
INDIA-PAKISTAN
Tendulkar ¢ Dharmasena
b Muralitharan 36
Anwaf lbw b Dharmasena 16
Sohafl ¢ Pushpakumara b
© Muralitharan 10
Azharuddin lbw b Chandana 32

"~ KUMBLE ... m-o-m

Extras: (Ib-3, w-1, nb-1) 5

Total: |6 wkis, Mﬂm
137 mins)

Fall of wil:ke:tu
3-82; 4-113; 5-126: 6-

171
1-563; 2-
65,
164.

Did not bat: Wasim Akram,
Anil Kumbie, Kapoor.

Gurusingha and r
una Ranat ' on
Cﬁ m hlhw .- ™
~ scale saw next
seven wickets fall “TL
. The combined team then
reached 171 for six in 34.3
‘overs, Tendulkar o [
and top-scoring with 36.
Combined team n
Mohammed was
tedmhwith 1 md'df
idari y a o
e P e e
Sporls nister
m:mm
Scoreboard of the 40-over
“friendly match between a |
‘combined India-Pakistan
:team and Sri Lanka at the
Premadasa Stadium here
Tuesday. .
SRI LANEKA
Jayasuriya b Wagar 6
Kaluwitharana ¢ Tendulkar b Akram 6
Gurusinha c Jadeja b Tendulakar 34
Ranatunga ¢ Anwar b Kapoor 32
Atapattu ¢ and b Kapoor . 18
" Tillekeratne ¢ Sohail b Kumble 15

BOWLING: O M R W
Vaas 73 0 431
(Inb)

Pushpakvimara4 0 24 0
Dharmasena 6 1 17 |
Muralitharan 8 0 46 2
Chandana 8 0 35 2
Tillekeratne 1 0O 3 0

The umqueness of unity

COLOMBO, Feb 13: Sniffer
dogs, the bomb squad and
police and army patrols were
at the Premadasa Stadium
today as a joint India-Pakistan
leam took on Sri Lanka in a
World Cup warm-up to
reinforce
solidarity, reports Reuter.

South Asian

"The rnutc to the stadium

“was lined with hundreds of
,__Whltl:-unﬂnrmed school

ris

and banners.
t gﬂ-
soli dnrity read one.

sajute
ture

~"8Sri Lanka welcomes the

olden sons of India and
stan.” said another.
' Kandyan dancers heralded

the arrival of the teams and -

the official cheerleader ran
across the ground waving the
Sri Lankan, Indian and Pak-
istan flags sewed together.
Sri Lankan Foreign Minis-

gether for a game of cricket.”
Ana Punchinewa, ident of
the Board of Control for
Cricket in Sri Lanka. told
Reuters.

"It's something no one in

the world has seen. It shows

that our of the world is
going from strength to
strength as far as cﬂcket is
concerned.”

He said he was still hope-
ful West Indies would change
their minds. "And the door is
still open to Australia,” he

SAN JOSE, California. Feh
13: Andre i r col
legian Ryan Walters on the
court at the Sybase Open
Monday, then off the courl
rapped Thomas Muster's new
number one ranking, reports

Reuter.

taught Walters, an
18-year-old Stanford fresh-
man who s the top US col-
leagiate player, a powerful
lesson in top-level tennis.
beating him 6-2, 6-2.

“I've never hit with any-
one who hit that hard be-
fore,” said Walters. "He pro-
r:dy';n me th:at I'm not
an ere near that level yet.”

Agassi made it clear he
doesn’t think Muster is at the
top level, either.

On the day when the Aus-
trian supplanted him as the
world number one according
to the ATP cmnﬁutr.r Agassi
said that while he commends
him for putting in the work
o become an elite player, he
doesn’'t believe that Muster.
who won 11 of his 12 titles
on clay in 1995, will hold the

very long.
“I'll tell you what, if hes

number one at the end of the
ar,” I'll allow him to sit in
yal box at Wimbledon

player has himself in
alot of d t anu.ltiunl."
said.
“it's disappoin
that Huller can WIm-
bledon and nllll come

number one. | don't want o
-uthath.lppm

COLOMBO. Feb 13: Arch-
enemies India and Pakistan
surprised a lot of people by
playing together on a ¢
licld Tuesday.* report agen-
Cies. :

For the first time ever, the
countries put players on the
same team so they could
challenge Sri Lanka in a one-
day exhibition match.

"It is a great start” toward
efforts to mend ties between
thu: two countries, said Ana

Sr Lok cidhcting bosrd.
lndla Pakis i i

the friendly game at Fre
madasa Stadium to show the
world that it is safe to play in
Colombo, the Sri Lankan cap-
ital, despite a separatist war
and terrorist attacks.

Sri Lanka. India and Pak-
istan are hosting the World
Cup. the Olympics of the
cricket world. which begins
Wednesday. But Australia and
"the West lmlirs scared oll by
a rebel suicide bomb attack

that killed 83 people in
Colombo two weeks ago. are
refusing to play any matches
in Sri Lanka.

. Before -Tuesday. India and
Pakistan had " not played
against each other for seven
years. They are in different
pools in the World Cup.

India and Pakistan arc
among the world's greatesi
rivals. on and off the sports
lield. They have fought three
‘wars since 1947 when Pak-
istan was partitioned from
British colonial India, two ol
them over the border regjon
of Kashmir,

Indian and Pakistan play-
ers said they hoped the
landmark would lead to
a thaw in relations between
their countries. .

“This will dcﬂnltc.ly help.”
Pakistan skipper Wasim
Akram said.

Indian star player Sachin
Tendulkar said he felt quite
comfortable playi nf with Fak-
istan co t was very
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ROQUIBUL ON THE ROCKER

May the best team win

The Wills World Cup
cricket 1996 — so f{ar the
biggest show of its kind and
most expensive one — gets
underway with OA England
playing against New Zealand
in the inaugural match at

Ahmedabad (Indial today.
The mnnlh-lanr, cricketing
crescendo involving twelve
teams will decide as to who
will rule the world instant
cricket in the final to be held
in Lahore ([Pakistan] on
March 17. However, Lhe sixth
version of the limited-overs
cricket which is already

pcaught in a series of contro-

versies slarting from Llhe
tussle between Doordarshan
and World Tel over the TV

rights. Australia and West
Indies f{orfeiting their
matches against co-host Sri
Lanka on security reasons.
will offer a different flair in
every aspect.

Meanwhile, India and Pak-
istan. in a noble gesture to
uphold the true spirit of the
game. travelled to Sri Lanka
and played an exhibition
maich thtrt yesterday. This
certainly roved Australia
and chl ies’ unneces
fear and their arbitrary dec
sion of withdrawal

Dear reader. did you ever
imagine that a team could
move into the round two of
the World Cup without play-
ing a single ball? Yes, Sri
Lanka. are almost through to
the next round.

Like you. | cannot predict
at the moment who will hoid
the Cup on March 17. De-
spite the unaccountable pos-
sibilities of this game, | am
afraid Zimbabwe, Hnlland

Kenya and the UAE may bhe
the first teams to ralrh the
plane back ‘home.

Looking at the composi-
tion of the rest of the teams.
their performance over the
past one year. teamn prepara-
tions and. of course, the sub-
continental conditions, it
could well be said that along
with the three hosts Australia
and South Africa may emerge
as the biggest forces to make

it to the semi-finals.

My dear readers. I have
been assigned to do the most
precious yet an unenviable
job of writing a regular col-

Jamm in your [avourite daily.

Never ending discussions and
talks taking .place in every
nook and corner of the
country as to who will win
the coveted title. But 1 must
say. since cricket is a game of
glorious uncertainties, let's
relish E‘H‘lg' moment of the,
game and hope that the best
leam wins the Cup

Turning cricket's phrase

i

- ISLAMABAD, Feb 18 (AFP).
Every four years. t pluy
the World Lu& every
four years, WG Grace turns in
hll ave.

"It's . not cricket,” the
Brlllul doctor would surely
have blustered through heavy
whiskers.

And he's be right. If Test

cricket I8 the 8 or
flare, lhe lmited 'P“" ynrid
an Increu—

lngr}r -popular fast food alter-

native,

The cricket le would
not Im\'t made head or tall of
the coloured pajamas, the
rules nor even the new dou-
ble-Duteh vocabulary.

When the Cup gets un-
derway on Wednesday all talk
will be of “"pinch-hitters.’
“go-t0" cricketers, the 30-
yard rule, reverse swing and
reverse sweeps. with a bit of
sledging thrown in.

Cricket, with its complex

rules and Arcane Jargon, has
never translated well to non-
devolees,
WG, of course, knew all
about lbws, chinamen,
googlies and the finest of
legs, but even he would
struggle this month.

Here is a lexicon of key
words and phrases for the
non-initiated:

The 30-yard rule: Fielding
sides at the World Cup must

keep nine fielders within a
30-yard perimeter from the
wicket for the first 15 overs

of each innings, tempting
batsmen to hit the ball in the
air early in the innings. Por
the rest of the innings, five
fielders may be placed out-
side the inner zone.

The pinch-hitter: Big-hit-
ting. fast-scoring batsmen
promoted up the order to
take :u'lvantaﬂf of the 30-yard
_FUiE Llfp Jatuiiil over the Lop.

=outh Alrica used Richard

Snell in the role i Eng-
land , zecently, while Sri
Lankan wicketkeeper

Romesh Kaluwitharana, nor-
mally a lower middle-order
operator, gave Ausiralia real
problems in the World
Series.

Some sides will probably
retain their traditional
openers and hope to score
quick runs later on. India are
likely to use Sachin Ten-
dulkar as an opener. Unlike
nmiost pinch-hitiers. he is al-
ready a -order. batsman
but ﬁh stroke-
Ially Mﬂ;w the selectors

0 use hnm start.
West _‘may

be
tempted t with’
Brian Lara
‘l'lu " player: Some
ayers have the utation of
pmducln ar match
winning pﬁfﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂlltﬁl under-
- exireme -
feet a Crisls, |
rely on bowler
Dominle Cprk o teok

seven wickets on his Test
debut ilast year, Lara is the
West Indian tatlsmman, while
Allan Donald regularly acts as
South Africa's lifesaver.

It ;jm however, be m§;
case T
talent. prigﬁ tc ﬂvl'{
‘Rhodes is not regarded as a
top batting talent but former
Australian captain Allan Bor-
der said of him: “Just when
you think you've got SA
where you want them, that
bloody Rhodes somehow and
who bloody knows how, finds
a way to score crucial runs.”

Reverse swing: The tech-
nique first came to world-
wide attention in 1992 when
Wasim Akram and Wagar
Younis used it with dramatic

effect in England. - .
Conventional wisdom
taught players to keep one

sidle of the ball shiny, huld:rﬁ'
it on the right if they wante

a delivery to veer away from
the rivht-hander and on the
left if thev wanicd to swing it

in. When a ball gets old. how
ever, il can behave ia.the op-
}:mone way. The leather sur-
ace gets torn and the ball's
distribution gets lop-
sided. Spit and sweat applied
to shine one side of the ball
to make it heavier, c;lﬁdng it
" Sledgt
e : ing to put
batlm:n‘u;.' with jokes im‘ptn-
sults. Top-class players
should be immune to the
tactic; alt South African
Brian McMillan is famed lor

his unigue ability to disturb

uw&- coneentration.’

. As England captain Mike -
Atherton explains: "He comes

nearer to unsettling me than

most because his verbals

aren't really nasty, t make
me want to laugh. en [
look up after he's en me
this mouthful and he's wink-
ing at me.”
Reverse sweep: A few
T Lyears this was
‘as rec s in « bt -~
most fop yers now pﬂ’
this lhnt _ awll:ch

hand with right as the bawlcr
appruacht:n a right handed_

batsman.can turn h himself"
into a-left-hander and sweep
the bhall away to the opposite,
side of the field, making a’

v nonsense of the defensive

fielding positions.

When Bob Woolmer took

mr:r as South African coach

lﬂ t ;t to all his players
ate

‘WG Grace would 'prc-hah}y_
not have approved, of course
The inventor of the modern
game wore whites, played
classical strokes and never
needed to resort to such new
fangled ideas as pinch-hitting”
OF reverse sweepi

But he had equally
unorthodox solutions.

Once, after being dis-
missed cheaply, he replaced
the bails, gestured te the
packed crowd and told the
astonished bowler: "Get on-
with it. They've come 1o sce
ik Tt niot vonr boawl
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