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NEWS BRIEFS

CEC addresses

nation today
By Staff Correspondent

The Chief Election Com-

missioner (CEC), Justice
AEM . will address

the nation at 6:30 pm

]

DHAKA

WEDN ESDAY,

PM hints at caretaker

govt bill, early polls

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday indi-
cated that if the situation re-

uires a constitutional amen-

ment bill may be moved in
the new parliament with
provision for a caretaker
government, reports UNB.

" Addressing ‘a crowded
press conference at the In-
ternational Conference Cen-
tre yesterday afternoon, she
also hinted an early election
after the February 15 polls.
But she did not say when that
elections will be held and
how long the new Parliament
will exist.

Asked if her
troduce a bill

vernment in Parliament,

m Zia said, "I can't say
about it right new. In the new
Parliament, there will be the
ruling party and the opposi-
tion.
ven situation, it can be
one in' the interest of the

country.”

y will in-

or caretaker

necessity arises in the

the government would re-
sume dialogue with the three
opposition parties to resolve
the Iitica] roblems after
the 5 elections.

'Talks wlth the Opposition
did not break down. ﬁ is sus-
pended temporarily... They
will resume after the elec-
tions,” she said.

When her attention was
drawn to Sheikh Hasina's re-
fusal of talks after the elec-

'Relc’:tian with
Hasina good’

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday dis-
closed that her personal re-
lationship with arch political
rival Sheikh Hasina is gmd
and cordial,” rts UN

The Prime Minister scut-
t]:t:l an observation by a for-

umallat that a hnatﬂc
n between her and op-

The Prime Mlnlste:r said Seu: Page 12 col 8

tions, the Primme Minister
said: "They can refuse it, but
we will continue our efforts
to settle the crisis through
discussion.”

In reply to a question, she

-said there was no last word

in politics, "The stalemate
which could not be resolved
within 22 months, can be
solved even within 22 days."”

Thé Prime Minister said
the country would fall into
deep constitutional erisis and
there will be no legal gov-
ernment in the country if the
election is not held on Febru-
ary 15.

Referring to boycott of
elections by three major op-
position parties, Begum

said every party has a right to

join or boycott elections. But

none has right to obstruct
voters to cast their votes.

The Prime Minister said
the opposition parties have
chosen the path of terrorism

~as they failed to involve the

See Page 12 Col 1

FEBRUARY 14 1996

@The Baily O%iar -

PHALGUN 2. 1402 BS, RAMADAN 24, 1416HI RI

e
e N e e -
e ————— . mm

Moneyllnk

Army pntmlhng the Clty streets r.lunng the Uppomhun—calbd hamcada pmgmmme yesterda}r

Dialogue only if polls

cancelled: Hasina

By Staff Correspondent
Awami League chief people's struggle to defend
Sheikh Hliil‘ll y; erday their democratic rights
ruled out the t - would gain support from
any dialogue with thc E those who cherish the prin-
after the February 15 elacum ciples of freedom, democracy
'Jing "the BHP‘ overnment and 11'}1;3 pect for human rights.
| " after the want to bring about a
change in the system in
Dlaj can take place which peupll: will be able to
on e election is can- Vvote freely,” she told the
ccffved :hc told foreign jour- newsmen in response to a

nalists now in the city to Question. The Awami League

cover the ?Hs president said, "The BNP has
The February 15 parlia- created such a situation that
r poll is an attempt by none of its rivals s

the BNP to perpetuate its participating in the polls”

Pl B "5 calcaiated asaatit She alleged that the rul-

un the people's democratic ing party has "unleashed a
Hasina said while of terror" with bullets
hﬂcﬂng the ]uumlllltu at a batons to suppress Oppo-
cofn n- nlﬁnn campaigns agalnst \rntl:
Hm .ﬁ' L._.J' . Mq L o o

that the réal purpose of the “The BNP is totally f&n

ensuing polls was to install a Jated." Hasina sald, “The BNP
| rubber-s parliament to leadership must not forget
m dlnent against the that their every act of vio-
lence ﬂﬁainnl the people will

isolate further.”

e brlcﬂn% session

which was also largely at-

tended by local nurnati:t-

ed a similar briefi

the Prime Minister at hér

secretariat later in the after-
noon.

"The BNP leaders delude
themselves if they think that
such an election will give
them a valid mandate.”
Hasina said.

Hasina hoped that the

The AL chiefl alleged that
"economic mismanagement
and corruption by the BNP
overnment have darkened

e prospects of the nation.”
she said. Unem t and
inflation rates have gone high
and poverty has increased.
"Only an accountable gov-
ernmeént can reverse (hese
trends and restore confl-
dence in the economic ficld”.

Shun pre-polls
violence: US

WASHINGTON, Feb 13:
The United States con-
demned on Monday escalat-
ing violence in Bangladesh
and urged both the ruling
and opposition parties to
avoid further clashes and in-
timidation before Feb. 15
elections, reports AFP.

"The US government de-
lores the violence.,” State
epartment spokesman Ni-

cholas Burns said, referring
to worsening clashes that
have killed at least 14

and injured hundreds in th®
last two weeks.

"We call on both sides to

See Page 12 col 8

- SC Bar Assoc
urges govt to
postpone polls
By SC Correspondent.

The Supreme Court Bar

Amiaﬂun yesterday u

the government and the
Election Commission to
Eontpnnc the Parliamentary

tion and to send the
matter as reference to the
Su e Court to find out a
solution to the political im-

At a general meeting. the
association also called upon
all professional groups to
)o?r(mt the "one-party farci-

election”.

See Page 12 col 8

48-hour coun

The called 48-
hour coun e hartal be-
ﬂrgm at dawn tndngr

ree majo
ties cnllf:d the lmrl.alpiu in
protut against of the
one- farcical' elections
on F 15. i

Awami League, Jatiya
and Jnmb&lalln:lh —- lh‘:i
parties boycotting the sixt
parﬁam;l? elections de-:
mandi gnation of the
Prime

of elections under a neut
caretaker government

called u the
make ttmpo:hutduwpnm gksuc

E“. B
The nun Elﬂ
strike is the las

Opposition's :I::-d,-y agitation

amme announced ear-

on February 5. A coun-

trywide day-long road- rajl

and waterways barricade pro
grlmme was observed ycu-

Iiﬂalmcnﬂeswamm

Il:" to u:ia Indoorl on lhe
poili ay and
peagl curfew”.
Ambulances, medicine and
food nhow. vehicles car?::ﬁ

newsmen,
bodies nnd fire I‘ighteru

eneral
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ster and holding .
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observe a -

By Staﬂ'Correapondent

emergency services like wa-
ter, gas and power and con-

sServ service were, how-
ever, ept outside the
purview ofl' the hartal that

utartn from six this mo
UNB adds: Sheikh H%

yesterday called upon the
ple to observe the 48-
ur hartal- from today to

block the "one-party farcical

Bomb scare at
EC office -

By Staff Correspondent
‘The Election Commission

received a bomb threat yes- .

terday from an anon s
caller a ul bomb
planted its headquar-
ters would explode soon,
blowing up the building.

A thordth search laun-
ched i iately, however,
r:-vuled that it was simply a

But security was ste-
pped up following the threat.

According to EC officials,
an anon s caller rang the
Chief ion Commissioner
tCECl at around noon. When

he CEC's private secretary

See Page 12 col 7

130 hurt in pre-polls violence

Ballot-boxes snatched

at many pla_qes
By Staff Correspondent |

At least 130 people were

MIMM._

t:luhu between

unn activists foiled

election ., set ablaze
ing centres and snatched
llot boxes in Chittagong,

. Jhenidah, Comilla,
Chandpur and

In Chittagong anti-polls
activistis set Hre to the resi-
dence Communication Minis-
ter Oli Ahmed's father-in-law

I':n.m&.‘L bombs were

Sir
Shﬂpur
Gaibandha.

hmiedlttheHlt resi-
dence of Rawshan Hena,
a former ruling party MP, late

HOWZZAT!

Che Baily Star World Cup Cricket
Special is Out Today.

This 16-page, 4-colour special
contains interesting write-ups.
intriguing statistics and wonderful
pictures of your favourite stars.

‘Viake sure you get The Baily Star
‘oday.
Prhoofhday'shuohorﬂy Tk. 7.00

Mike Atherton
Zealand will rely
It

team was dqucd

play today's match,
to

Three-time finalists Eng- /
land will meet the Kiwis to-.
day at the Gujarat Stadium of
Ahmedabad
open
World %

The first ball will be de-
livered at 9.30 am BST,

(India) in the
match of the Sixth
up cricket,

England will be led by
g while New
on the cap-
of Lee Germon,

eanwhile, thebr!:nglllh

pa to
lcmrdiru
ncies.

tsman Robin Smith and
fast medinm bowler Dominic

problems as

Cork will not be pla be-
cause of groin and f in-
juries, Artherton told re-

porters in Ahmedabad.

Sports Ropoﬂc

Both En and New
Zealand yes I'.tl‘d.l ad net

actice. at the green
Patel stadium but de-

, Cided to name their teams

dium for the opl:n!n: en-
counter. .

" Ra
of thg
worried about a lot of damp-
ness on the newly-laid wick-
ets in the nlnrlium for today's

.w
team, was

M.
o

re service permll
were injured when anti-polls
activists hurled cocktails at a
fire service tﬁ“tafgh which
TNO office to put out fire at

noon 2 .
Of the five injured, all ad-

mitted in to t heChlnd
Sadar I'hlpl'tal t
ﬂlﬁll'ﬁh:ped (40) was criti-
Earlier, the
activists attacked t
tion commission office at the
TNO office, where an elec-

llnntrdlﬁ mhc-

nhoutau bmllul

sition

of the TNO
Bu:hﬂlicul:!

the

'England-Kths tie today

elec- |

nearby and set ablaze
and .

polls” lnmnrrnw and dema-
nding fresh election under a
neutral caretaker govern-
ment.

"An e]t:tinn participated
neither by the political par-
ties nor the people, can-

an
- not be called an election at

all," the Awami Presi-
dent said in a statement.

"The election without the
pﬂl‘titlpﬂ.tiuu of the € is
also constitutionally illegal.”
she said.

observing the dawn-to-
dufﬁr countrywide road, rail
and waterways barricade
ybsterﬂajr Hasina said. the

no- cunﬂdentc against the.

autocratic government and
See Page 12 col 8

Barricade
disrupts
rail, road
links

By Staff Correspondent

Road and rail communica-
tions throughout the country
were badly disrupted and
there were sporadic inci-
dents of violence during the
Opposition called day-long
rail-road and waterways bar-
ricade programme yesterday.

The arricade pro-
gramme, just ahead of a

lanned 48-hour hartal called

y the Awami ue, Jatiya
Party and Jamaat-e-Islami,
passed off without any major
untoward incident.

Tht Opposition took up
the p %hamml:s in protest
against e 'larcical pulls to-
MOITow.

In the city at least five

were arrested and a
policeman and an autorick-
shaw driver were injured
during the programme yes-

See Page 12 Col 4

— .
SIS ILHATT TS
ey Are QTS
5]
&} ALITE 9 (S715)
%) w1 TR @ SBA ewT Fraf fry g
MR, - AR, (SIEEH 6 FORE, T/ 78,
REAM oBrR, TR crem, [EH TR Tenm SoR

CTANEY AZTHIA FT (1 (ST A) (FSIP AT FCE A |
R T (TS| FET AWE 1T HAIA (FIEGI &1 o1 H5s

mmu

=R B CIONT C5TR B 1

wmmm:ﬁmmmfmmm
I FBTIEA AR TN 0N W W T A
FRIR S IR, IR € P FET TS (TSR
FM O AT/ R AT RIR AESRTIIR OIS

AN |

W I RS A o AR SRS RaR Gl
M A e W aron fire wleR ¥ o Faafte

% mmmmﬁm TR APHISTCR Al
-muwnﬁmw B of® (v ke Aeew
RPTR RS XT3 FT (T (SFTHoRA) 219 31 TSI
AYSHPTR | (FH CIRRA (FCAL ST g 37 il
Afem 7 i1 FF TR v IR B Sids
SN ) TR qSR 1 R R o a1zl R R

- POrdw-H/9
- o8
R 2 T
o ¢o 84
- WY
- Odob
- esow
- b08 O
- ¢59)
QW8 .

mmmmmmmﬂqﬁm

TR Y3 s
| I.“"
Htwlcht ﬁ‘tll help the v o1t (e
hutlmu: or I:rh'l . l
“‘That's the reason we . o1
didn't announce nur"trm.‘ T Sw)
Hlingworth said. ; m m
The New Zealand captain
Lee Germon inid ls show up | f WAV, 1
at t :
n:rm%"guat ; india | 1| #frem. o
ose t : - | - '
tested sertes and leveling the | || R, wrernd
I“IE ll:'llﬁl 1
last munth Mwm has ﬁ"ﬂ‘ ‘li“, St
tlmn mmﬂ | coffs s, afRem
mlklnt m h-dw in
World mm L ]
The one-day cricket was
born in but it |. {
to be crowned cham
since the World Cup "l"ll | § TR
wa in 1975. It 1"‘;11
every four years. |
Indies (twice), India, Pak-
e e e o~ | Y sreruer aprs =y |
“‘H champions so far. % DFP-3995-13/2
*r-ummll | ¢ -

qeER WreR AvifRe e @ Ram arer awie

mmm




