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Inflation: Govt step

worries MCCI

By Staff Correspondent

The Metropolitan Cham-.
ber of Commerce and Indus-
try (MCCI) has expressed
conicern at the government's

pt to curb inflation
monetary measures

alone saying that a narrow
monetary approach may ad-
versely affect inultmmt
without having any impact on

;::hmwum was owde
in a write-up in the latest is-
sue of the Chamber Neéws,

the '"MCCI' s monthly review
t that
ou a narrow
mmw approach has se-
rious limitations in
like , it said

rather than monet gol.lclel
cen vield a mnmﬂﬂ ective
curh on inflation in such a
sitnation. o
"Immediate st should
bhe taken in the realm of fiscal
lictes to check budgeta
g:ﬂcits and remove supply
bottlenecks so as to encour-
age vate investments to
work in tandem for brlngin1
about a downward
of g::en MCCI suggest
o Hﬂﬂéﬂnhmm thnt
present a pres-
sures have been created by
direct and induced effects of
budgetary deficits, combined
with uu

ly bottlenecks. and
growth in produc-

tive nctm of the economy.
Tlu h et deficit as a

f GDP increased

five per cent in 1992 to

5 in 1993, 5.9 cent in

1994 and above per cent

o here mm
is a

cal support .""ae' t
one mt

budgetary dd!cu lead I.u

as much as six I'.n seven per
cent increase in the
price level," the Chamber
pointed out.

The situation has been
gravated the decline
output, the agri-
cultural sector, due to natural
calamities and lower capacity
utilisation in the manufactur-

Chief Election Commis-

sioner Justice AKM .
esterday visited he
uhrawardi H to see

the two 'siding officers
who were injured in bomb at-
tac::edln the t;;::LHt ex-
pre sympa the two
officers and asked the physi-

cians to ensure their m

treatment. M
ul Islam and Mohammad

izanur Rahman, both Se-
nior Assistant Secretaries at

the Ministry of Health and
Family We . were
in bomb explosions at Mo-

hammadpur on Sunday.

Po]ls: Govt officials

" From Page 1

Secretary the members of
the civil administration urged
him to advise the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner to im-
mediately cancel the "farcical
election.”

The administrative officials
also u him to request the
President to convene a
round-table conference be-
tween the government and
. Opposition leaders to reach
an acceptable solution.

In the open letter. they
also u e Cabinet Secre-
tary to immediattly resign

from his post

Cabinet Secrttar}r Ayubur
Rahman later went to the
.Election Commission and had
a meeting with the EC Secre-
tary, Ershadul Hugq.

A delegation of the BCS
(Admn) Association also met
with Chief Election Cominis-
sioner Justice AKM Sadeque

and con the anxiety of
tul': members of their associa-

n.

The CEC assured the asso-
ciation leaders that the au-
" thorities had taken all mea-
sures to ensure security and
safety of the officials engaged
in election duties,

He also asked the presid-
in[f officers and assistant

ng officers to contact

their - respective ‘returni
and aasiamt returning Dﬁf
cers in matters rtllﬂnl
their movement and security,

The delegation included
BCS (Admn) Association
members Ataul Huq., Mohi-
uddin Khan Alamgir. Abdul
Muyeed Chowdhury, Nuruz-,
zaman Mia and ana:~
zal Karim.

UNB adds from Chi
Some 300 government -
cials and teachers, assigned
to conduct Thursday's gen-
eral election, urged the au-
thorities yesterday to relieve
them of election duties be-
cause of "widespread vio-
lence".

They also submitted a
memorandum to the
Lomnmﬂmr who is
Re
to relieve lhﬂn
duties.

hm
aler:tiun

CIUbﬁ:I the officials said
wolild not election duty
on amuritjrj;t:lmch

Cast votes: Khal
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said, three opposition parties
alliance are out
the elections.” she
said in 32-mimte speech

= part of her party's sched-
uied radio-TV projection of
election campaign.

Pointing to the opposi-
tinn's violent move against
the lls, she qguestioned
whether resisting others
from participating in elec-
tions hv resnarting to violence
is a democratic practice,

“Ph assault, threat to
life, ransacking election
camps and offices, blasting
bombs, setting ablaze banks
and p-HmI pumps, looting
people’'s wealth, attacking
the law- annrﬂng cFrrlr'Irn
and killing them an
al! taking the law in one's
ovmn hands are these signs of
democracy.”

In a veiled reference to
the Awami League, the BNP
chairperson said a particular

arty politicised the War of
iheration and threw the
country into the pit of terror-
ism. corruptinon, famine and
one-party rule.

e other p . she said
without naming the Jatiya
party, snatched democracy
grabbing power by over-
throwing an elected
ment.

She also dented into the
Jamaat-e-Islami, another

arty in the trio. "They col-
aborated with the occupation
forces dur[ng the War of Lib-
eration,” said Begum Zia.

"They want to capture
power by any means, and that
is why they are evading
democratic norms and prae-
tices,” she said.

The Prime Minister gave a
resume on the success story
of her government during the

last five years. On the 1991
election pledges, Zia
said B0 per cent of those had
been implemented.

She” said in 1990-91 the

~volume of development bud-
get was Tk 5,001 crore
which was entirely foreign
debt and aid-dependent. But
it shot up to Tk 1.201 crore
in 1995-96 and 43 per cent
of the amount is being met
from own resources.-

Soon after takeover, she
said, the government waived
the land tax upto 25 bighas
and farm loan upto Tk 5,000.
She also mentioned various
other measures taken for the

to disTupt

goverr-

weavers, ﬂahm ‘and re-
tired gmw

during :
ll lmn lnd

nimamera
med;....  ‘sg’ tndum'iu m

pi acicultu
dairy fmm set up
for t:rcating jobs in Mﬂ ar-

'Wc would have. tdummd
further in the fields of devel-
opment, and in-
vestment, and self-
reliance, if the opposition
parties had not created ob-
struction »through their;

tvibes.” ohe satd T

Begum .Zia said her
Wé attached t -
y “el'ﬂpull
and infrastructure for ensur-
tng; rusperm: future of the
n
She mtntlnnad that the

- allocation in education sector

was raised to Tk 1,596 crore
in 1995-96 fiscal from. Tk
304 crore in 1989-90.°

On the list of uhm
ments she mentioned the
introduction of “revolu-,

tionary” food fm' education’
and stipend mmes
which helped in lnnruﬂng
the literacy rate fast.

Dwelling on her ga.rt
election manifcstu m
Zia said if voted to
her party would establish n
people-oriented and more
transparent administration. It
will ensure health service for
all and also full freedom of

the

NP would not renew
the 25- r treaty with India
and allout efforts to get

due share of the Ganges wa-

ters.

On economic scenario,
she said the trend of free
market economy would be
continued and ‘scope of
more fo investment ex-

panded for flourishing the
dumuﬂc industries.

The BNP chief ledged'

priority would be
eradication of poverty, elhni*
nation of illiteracy, guaran-
teeing primary care,
construction of houses and
increasing employment

opportunity.
ressed her con-

She
ey el
vote {or on its
sheaf of
the coming el
welfare, and contin-
uation of constitutional rule
and democracy. -

the
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Awami League
miﬁﬁ'ﬂt

Hasina
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. expressed
with the
unn movement lnd
resist ﬂ'll.'.' elections.
Teachers Association pre-
sident Pﬂndpd Mohammad
. Mohila
resident Dr Neleema
Ibrahim, College-Untversity

their

Muktijoddha Comman
Council chairman Principal
Abdul Ahad Chowdhury,
Hindu-Bouddha-Christian
Okkya Parishad chairman
Gen (retd) CR Dutta, E‘I'I:I;‘
Theatre Federation chairman
Nasiruddin Yusuf Bacchu,
Nirmul Samannay Committee

member Prof Abdul
Mannan Chowdhu BFUJ
resident !qhnl Sobhan

Flﬂlhldurinnvmur advocate

Shamsul Huq Chowdhury,
SKOP leader Abul Basher,
Engineer Golant’ Mostafa,
dramatist Ataur Rahman,
Sammilita Sa tik Jote

eneral secretary Golam
5uddua and agricultyrist
Monirul Islam, among others,
addressed the meeting.

hmmm
al’tarntundmgnpulhtrunmgwmma

ﬁqmmm

both the

the Jatiya Press Club yesterday.

JN Hall incident

llunt Ehaikh Huinl nddm-ing 5 rneetmg nf meprofamnn-]
— Star photo

HC decision on bail
. prayers of 16 today

By SC Correspondent
The H Court Hall and also
ludnyﬁll?mmmm Lmﬂﬂhlz

prayers for ad-interim bail of
the 16 students of J

Hall, Dhaka Ummxynm who
have been detained since
January 31.

They were arrested
the

to the ina ation
Blnﬁ_-. ademy Book Fair by
me Minister on Febru-

A division bench of the HC
comprisi Justice Bimal-
endu Roy Chowdhury
and Justice Muhammad Ab-
dul Mannan upon hearing
defence yesterd ﬂxedmmthhc

a |
for order. y Y

‘Dr Kamal Hossain. on be-
half of the detenus. submit-
ted that they are examinees
which has been certified and

mmmmmhﬂr

Mdhm%ﬂ

submitted that they had no
instruction from the govern-
ment regarding bail of the
detenus.

Later, General M
Nurullah before the
Court a reiterated the

submission made by Hasan
Aril.

But Deput Gen-
eral Mujibur who Is
also the Secret for youth
and students ol ‘the BNP

central committee asserted
that he had instructions to

| lege”

‘management

.ﬂtlnmz“ !m'.-rnl AD:PUI?

[ 'IEH management

not cooperating
‘with probe body’
Star Report

The ma nt commit -
tee of the mﬁjt Hospi-
tal (IEH) is not cooperating
with the second probe com-
mittee on the hospital,
headed Abdul Mannan,
Minister of State for Civil Avi-
ation and Tmu'llm it was al-
leged. 4

The second probe com-
mittee formed about two
months back. held several
meetings with the hospital
administration to resolve the
alleged irregularities in it.
Butllthe chairman of the hos-

tal management commit-
&. Dr Matin Patwart did not
attend any of the meetings. it
was alleged by meeting
sources.
mﬁhdul Mannan, t to

Daily Star yesterday said

that he proposed formation

of an “electoral college” with

""“"&:1*::."‘ ctors ‘of the

ntnt doctors of the
sentatives

ﬂlt I-pnhnnl family, ﬁ:mndﬂ'i

Aa:% to the Mannan
Formula, "electoral col-

which will elect the
committee
must not exceed 100 mem-
bers, including 10 from the

When contacted, Dr. Matin

Patwari declined to give his

comments about the meet-

ings.

24 Tamils killed
in army shellin '§

mmmsnl.mh
12: Soldiers
l thlt

-mcfo-tﬂred

Il lellt 24
civllim wounding 30

mpdy'.';ohuummnlmd

Dozens of people were
working in the field around
dawn when the shells fell
near the eastern village of
Kumarapuram in Trincoma-
lee district, the official said
on condition of ¥

n in

A mﬂlt!ry
that civilians
wtre klll:d b llitlrr

IIH.'II but ll‘:
"ﬁ., broke out n
scparatists

nttu:kad thc pOIl lntt Sun-

recommended by the Provost wfﬁhﬂmﬂr‘

dnm to water in Fltu]la, Nmyangum yesterday by some nnt:-eler;tmn achmta whep

— Star photo

One kl]led, 85 hurt in anti - -polls violence

' F’n:lnl"lge,l
hunth'edl of anti-polls ac-

mmhm

ﬁi‘fﬂfﬂﬂmm at about 9.30
am - and threatened -the

Itlle

_people vacated the .h"fll and
were ¢ in the near

Rl:uuddm Bazar and Bipani

Later, Police, aided by
EDR. cordoned off the entire
area around the Muslim Hall
and dis the anti-polls
activists hy resorting to heavy
lathich 4

S bomb blasts were

of the city includi
derkilla, Agrabad and

Anti-election activists also

damaged a car of Farid
Chowdhury, an inde-
endent candidate from

5mnltitumln

hit
s e 1 win S

a-press conference inside the
“club.

UHB adds from ' Chit-
: Two traffic constables .
jured in a bomb ex-

E:dm ln front of New Mar-
In th: port city in the

Antl-election ll.‘.'ﬂll"lltl set
ablaze the election cam :
office of Farid Ahmed
Chowdhury at Bibirhat ln t.he

A pmculinn of BHP can-
didate Amir Khasru Hahmud

5

* . Chittagong

Heanwhtle nuluun

0O
mnlﬂ called a
the ﬂnttwdgummﬂ
. Minister Ol

nic
med.

SM Z.lhiruddin a candi-
date of 7-party Alliance from
-8, withdrew from
the race today expressing
mlida.rlt]r with th: Opposi-

'l"wu assistant presiding
officers — Ataur Rahman
Chowdhury and Maulana Ab-
du] Hye — were reported
l:ld:n.apped by same unidenti-

fied yesterday but po-
lice they have no knowl-
‘edge about it.

Chowdhury, assistant pre-
siding ufﬂcar of Hasanpur
Primary School centre, was

~ picked up from his Kalurghat
- residence at about 6 pm,

family sources said. -
Maulana A Hye, assistant
officer of City Girls

centre, was abducted

t mmcmméﬁdm"
a pre-
mises at about 9 pm.

onde "W“"
cials were Iﬂl‘ll

hlndltd and forced swear in

public not to join % dl.ltjl'
Witn:m: sa

anti-polls activists waylnid

the election officials at

'~ Chandmari rail crossing a

around 12:30 noon. the nﬂ’l-
cials were returning from an
election training meeting at
Shaistapur TNO office which
was also foiled by anti-elec-
tion lr:tM.h by hurling cock-
tails earlier. None was, how-
ever, hljm'cd
The activists pushed and
d:rn?ed the officials into a
nd then forced them
o hold their ears and to
dunmlillt guut they would not
polls ty. They were re-
leased la

Our Etnﬂ Corres ent
from Barisal reported that a
shopkeeper Mosharraf Hos-

sain (35), injured in an inci-
dent of anti-polls violence

Monday ., died at the
lege Hospica later ai right.

. _ er
s injured in a

series of bumh blasts in an
election- pr ojection meeting
nfh;l;lg Anwar Hossain
hury, a BNP nominee
from Bakerganj-6 con-
stituency. About 20 people
were injured in the clash.

Yesterday, crackers were
hurled at Barisal Auditorium
where an election traini
was held. The DC
other officials were present.
Two JP workers were ar-
rested in this connection.

An inde ent candidate
from Bhola-3 constituency
was reportedly stripped in
front of the Deputy Commis-
sioner's r:uidcnca at Bhola
Saturday night. The candi-
date was going to meet the
DC.

Our Correspondent re-

from Comilla that at

east 10 people were hurt in

a clash between the Opposi-

tion and BNP activists at

Daﬂntgmu Bazar in Laksam
thana yesterday afternoon.

The clash began when’
BNP activists at ed a local
JP leader.

The anti-election activists
also ransacked the thana BNP
and election offices and dam-
aged five vehicles.

In Chouddagram, anti-
election activists harassed a
Khélafat Andolan candidate
from Comilla-12 constitu
and set fire to the thana B
office and damaged eight ve
hicles. '

* ©Qur Correspondent from
Sirajganj reported that five
persons were injured and
two shops and a motor bike

of a

in three separate incidents in
the distriet,

Anti-polls activists also

foiled a polls training meet-

of officials at Kazipur RDA

1 School premises at 10

policemen were damaged -

b{‘h seven cock-
tnlh e of a police
there.

ln another incident at
Khashkawlia, AL activists
folled a-scheduled -election
rally of BHP nominee from
Sirajganj-8 constituency,
Ansar Ali yesterday evening.
Five persons were injured ln
the incident. After foiling the
BNP rally, the AL held a rally
there.

Our Gaibandha correspon-
dent rted that anti-elec-
tion activists hurled bomb at
the house of BNP candidate
from Gaibandha-2 con-
stituency Saiful Alam yester-

day. Hmlewasinjured

A trajnig f]nccun ac]-f
presiding and pollin cials
at Gaibandha sadar

foiled in the morming by Op
ition activists as they

orced the participants to

leave the venue.

Our Sherpur correspon-
dent adds: Anti-polls activists
set ablaze the Sherpur Sadar
Election Commission office
located at the TNO office at
11:30 pm Sunday night.

At about 11:30 am, the AL
and JP bruu%t out a proces-
sion in Nalita and foiled a
meeting of election officials
at the TNO office. Two buses,
two trucks and two motor
bikes were damaged by the

activists,
Our Khulna correspondent

reported that at about 1] am
yesterday six hand granads
were blasted in the com-
pound of Collectorate Build-
ing where the office of the
Deputy Commissioner is lo-

cated.
In Rajbari. a training ses-

sion for election officers was
foiled in an attack by anti-
polls activists in the town al
about 10 am leaving six peo-

wl%:ﬂdregnnj . anti-elec-

tion activists stormed into
the Hosseinpur TNO office
and ransacked its furniture
during a training session of
the election officials. i

Tlmll ,

- Prime Minister,” she said.

)
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expelled from Britain
LONDON. Feb 12: Britain today expelled a Pakistani
Manﬁoyuamuudd@ﬂgtnm:mm
lor Pakistan's nuclear weapons programme
Office said Mohammad Saleem heeumﬂmaddepm'lﬂ

on the 'his presence in Britain conductve
to the public good.” reports AFP. S

India, Nepal sign water treaty

NEW DELHI, Feb 12: India and Nepal signed signed a treaty to-
dnymudﬁﬁgndm&dc-ﬂddnput:mwnmmﬂm-
that had strained relations between the South Asian
b-uurs the Press Trust of India (PTI) said. Prime
g&mﬁriumhamutmhiuﬂcpahm
Bahadur Deuba. signed treat the first day
nfth-.- ﬂ-lﬂng kﬁﬁ':mﬁ@gtﬁ?ﬁdln reportz

Fresh dialogue

unugc:frnuhmﬂ mﬂwm&“ﬂ Edi-_
be less than last election’s m cmﬁﬂdm

the o ition continued Khan, Chief Edi-
their violence during the tor of Financial Em
election. "If they enforce Reazuddin Ahmed and
hartal without violence, the Moazzem Hnl-tn
turmout be normal.” Sun Editor At IIII
As per the rule of the Dainik
Election Commission, she Hu:gun,
said, it is for all to tor Matiur llhm
halt all kinds of and Editor of Dinkal S-yu:l Zl:hr
prﬂm 48 hours prior New Nation Editor
to election. Mohiuddin, Star
“Let the be si- Mahfuz Anam, wdi-
lent for 48 s. If they cate Editor Shawkat -
cﬂu their vielence md mud, Khabar Editor Mizanur
Rahman Mizan, Meillat Edi-
tor Chowdh Mohammad
Fl.'mque. Jail Jai Din Editor
Shafiq Rehman and others
took part in the discussion.
Some 28 editors were

‘present at the function.
Em and Information

Minister M Shamsul Islam
and Press to the
Prime Minister Mo mﬂl
Mozammel Haq were pre-

ldO hurt in clash
over control of

leader that the Awami

Lelgueﬁnnt come up with saltbed

any mnul on this. She said COX'S" _

she known about it from BAZAR, Feb 12: A

newspapers, but there never mp.d"? b"“":" two "t"’;l

ﬁﬂrﬂlll mpﬂlll !rﬂ'u O pﬂ'ﬂp over

such debate N hokoris thais WI:E

Without mentioning the D Ll -
party, Begum more than 100
nam;: o : e jured, five with m r:-

UNB.

cmtthey-uwlthmu |l.ll:ll
adeshi. What is the
m to sit with me."
The Prime Minister said
that her party with the
opposition parties
ment had
amendmen

tution.
scope to occupy the post of
Prime Hinllter by an un-
elected

But t tion
deviated from the 12th

amendment and wanted ap-
pointment of an unelected
person as the head of the
government.

“We have been strict to
our principles and we will
re:main so in future. We will

ugnlﬂn parlllrnﬂlll.lkm

would be allowed to assume
the powers of an elected

Replying to a stion,
she said no pl'l!t']rr ever

By Staff Correspondent obligation
;nkﬁulHuMn.edltnrnf ““E‘:‘;lﬁ“‘dm‘ﬂ
the daily Al-Amin and chief of .
the Awami Sechchasebak Inly-rl:d ":::uthe Etc had de
League, was arrested from his ce. BDR Hnnlul l.l- P
Mohammadpur residence last . o't ensure free and
]Tcgthgigmﬂy sources and Po- g4 conduct of polls on
A El-alncluth F;‘pi;cial FCbTw 5.
Branch.team picked up
from his Tajmah:dn.lnmad r;:a Bal i ]Cﬁde
dence at arou 1 :
the eldest son of Pﬁlnkhul t'rom Page 1
Hosaain \ however, were exempted
The cause of the arrest from this . said an
could not be known immedi- Al T‘Eﬂﬂ release fssued last

Meanwhile, the activists of

a
tdﬁu definite charges were thc

recorded against him, police opposition political par-

said so brought out separate

ﬁ:anﬂlllt. pro- ssions yesterday in dif-
cessions were brought out in erent parts of the city to
Mohammadpur. A number of drum UP Suppnnforthebar

ricade amme.

AL chiet Sheikh Hasina, in
a press ulatemenl issued last
night, appealed to the
to make the barricade pro-
gramme a success and to re-
sist the forthcoming farcical
elections.

"This is no election ...
where the people are not

shops were damaged and
crackers were blasted in the
area, local said.

Bomb hurled

From Page 1
areg at around 9 pm,
according to an agency re-

ports, Earﬂcipating and the officials
A private car was burnt at their inability
another microbus was set ties, 'Hasina said.

Last week, the Opposition
held demonstrations. rallies
and attempted a march to-
wards the PM's residence as
part of i1s ongoing anti-gov-

ablaze near Titumir hall at
the BUET in the evening,
students and fire service
sources said,

An autorickshaw was set

on fire while bombs were €rnment . agitation pro-

hurled near the T&T office at Eramme.

Gulistan after the PMs Amidst tightened security

apm h. measures the nned march
incident of bomb ex of the Opposition towards the

PM's residence on Saturday
last was blocked by police at
various strategic locatiorms,
leading 1o large scale wvio
lence in and around the city

Mcanwhile the govern
ment has declared February
15 a public holiday on occa
sion of the forthcoming gen.
eral electhons

ﬁlnnmn at a godown at Road
o 7. Dhanmondi. was also
reported in the evening.

There were sporadic
clashes and incidents of
bomb blasts also at Banga-
bandhu Avenue, Gulistan,
Moghbazar, Mohakhali and
Mirpur till ﬂhnﬁ. of this re-
port late last L



