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For aBenign Hartal

The outlook for the hartals of Febtuary 14
and 15 can well be imagined even by those
that would rather these weren't there. Not for
nothing the later of these has been given the
new name of gano curfew. The polls have al-
ready been reduced to a non-event. It must be
given to the nation that it had with consider-
able forbearance gone along with the innu-
merable hartals called by the opposition.

This cannot be said that opposition had al-
ways been mindful of the suffering these har-
tals entailed for the ordinary citizens in their
going about the day's usual chores. They have
so long taken these in their stride. But be-
cause of the approaching Eid, a copybook
hartal would stand to jeopardise much that is
inseparably connected with the biggest festi-
val of this nation. Let the hartal be there and
the Eid eclat remain unharmed along.

We appeal therefore that Wednesday's har-
tal be lifted at 5 in the afternoon to allow all
to go Eid shopping and visiting friends and
relatives. In the evening of the next day, i.e
Thursday. the 'curfew' may be lifted for simi-
lar reasons. This suggestion very evidently
would not detract from the effectiveness of
the two-day hartal.

When will this nation take a course thnt
would obviate the compulsion for such hartals
as we have been consistently urging these
dozens of months? And will not the sacrifices
— individual and callective, personal and na-
tional — as entailed in the hartals achieve any-
thing for the nation?.If it all proves sterile,
leaderships on both sides of the fence would
be respunsibie for eroding much that binds
and keeps the nation. Who will live if the na-

tion doesn't ?

The Old Bogey Again

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia over-
played her India card, to a point of both des-
peration and naivete, while lambasting the
opposition in an election campaign speech at
+Sirajganj on Sunday.

The three opposition political partics, ac-
cording to her, have banded together and
boycotted the polls 'at the dictates of their
mentors abroad'. The reference to external
'directives’ and 'money from their masters' is
not so oblique after all when one can see the
peg she is hanging her hat on: ‘'they were up
to creating a constitutional crisis’' aimed at
‘renewal’ of the 25-year 'slavery' treaty ( with
India). The obvious implication is that the
opposition political parties were preventing
the BNP from winning the uncontested elec-
tion so that the treaty could be renewed by
them. Whatever may be the stated public posi-
tion of the Awami League on the subject
hardly matters here. Nor is the mixed compo-
sition of the opposition any variable to the
supposed renewal of the treaty.

We have a very straightforward question to
ask: if Khaleda Zia government had felt so
strongly about the enslavement by the 25-
year treaty with India, why did it not try to
scrape it at any point of time during its five-
year tenure? Leave alone scrape it, no attempt
was made to amend it either. Had they done
so the BNP would have carried more convic-
tion than it is doing now. For a party to be in
power for five years, and then blame the op-
position for a '"slavery treaty" boggles the
mind, to say the least. It is the water sharing
fssue that primarily stands in the way of good,
even normal, relations between Bangladesh
and India. There has been, and will be, stri-
dent criticism of India on that score so long
as the problem remains. But to drag India's
name in a convoluted defence of an unrepre-
sentative election in our country is playing on
cheap sentiments totally unmindful of bilat-
eral relations with our most important neigh-
bour.

This impression is even more reinforced
with the Prime Minister, in her Sirajganj
speech, reportedly raising the bogey of a pos-
sible war by an external enemy if the polls
were not held. If this is her election platform,
it is bankrupt to the core.

Towards SAFTA

We welcome India's decision to offer tariff
concessions on 1000 items tQ her SAARC
partners at the inter-governmental meeting
in Colombo next month. Under the SAPTA
which has been in operation since December,
1995, we have an across-the-board tariff cut
of 10 per cent on 226 items in the region.
India's offer means that we are likely to have a
much wider list coming under the preferen-
tial trading arrangement.

There cannot be any second opinion that if
we are to establish the South Asian Free
Trade Area (SAFTA) by 2000 AD, as intended
in the last SAARC summit, the phasing out of
the tariff and non-tariff barriers should be ac-
cording to an acceleration plan set out on a
year-to-year basis. We are now grappling with
numbers of items and percentages of tariff
reduction at the moment. The non-tariff side
is yet to be taken up in sufficient detail. Be-
sides, we are yet to come on top of the
dilemma facing us in regard to reconcil
our external trade with that being carried out
in the region. Such issues can be sorted out
to the reasonable satisfaction of all concerned
if the principle of complementarities comes
in vogue.

India as the strongest economy in South
Asla is expected to lead the way towards the

conversion of SAPTA into SAFTA. Her offer of

fresh tariff concessions can be regarded as a

vary good initiative in the right direction.
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Single Market, Single Currency

The Restored La Fenice may Parallel the Reinvention of the

NE of its oldest opera
houses i Venice. La
Fenice (Phoenix) was
burnt very badly in a recent
fire. Opera. an essentially
Italian ase, rheaning opera
(work in music). a
form of art and entertain-
ment. was developed and
nurtured in Itll A IIII.IIICII
tacular,

rentine intellec uals
ronised by ise emlmnc:
like Jc Ur VIll, and
lﬂl red by such Blroqu:

itects ll Bernini, this art
fnrm became a part of ltalian
national life. Alessandro Sca-
rlatti (1659-1725) introdu-
ced aria, recitativo and ora-
atirs nat the e
re i t
opera houses like Sarcassiano
and La Fenice had been built
in Venice.

The destruction of the
17th century opera house
drew immediate athetic
response from the music
lovers from all over the
world. Maestros like Luciano
Pavarotti of Italy and Placido

Domingo of Spain ta-
neously offered to hnlgon
certs in raising funds fnr

restoring La Fenice. This Ital-
jan tenor had once told me
about his wish to give a con-
cert in Bangladesh. | didn't
have the upportunlt)r to fol-
low it up.

Unexpected f[ires, acci-
dental or otherwise. have
gone hand in hand in various
nt es of the development of

isation. While the Ro-
m:nlndburnt ;.h! library dcm

xandria, the .
str rare wnrkmm
cal literature in Rome itself
before the monks in the
monasteries could run
away with many invaluable
manuscripts. Samuel
vividly describing the herrors
of the great London fire of
1666, created a new art
form, Diary. A Ill.h‘:lln mun-
known for his
tics even lufkfw
ment for his Stuart -
thies. Dayden immo sed
the London fire through his
poem Annus Mirabilis (Year
of Wonders). Sir Christopher

HE idea of 300-mem-

ber single-house (tho-

ngh 30 women seats
were added to it later) par--
liament was just to accom-
modate 150 vincial (East
Pakistan) Assembly seats and
150 National (central)
Assembly seats (prior to
1971 independence). So, in
the first place, there remains
a question whether this
number is the most rational
and also whether a single-
house t is the most

parliamen

logical form of Pnrlin.t::«:nt for
tfug.j Instead of making the
parliament big, it is more
useful to provide the
members with facilities for
thorough study and
information collection to
make effective contribution
in rational law making. Any
way, this does not seem to be
the immediate issue as lo

s people retain the right o

amending the Constitution at
their own initiative.

As long as the provision
for 30 reserved seats for
women remains, a provision
[or nomination of one woman
member by every ten elected
members may be introduced
after the next general elec-
tion for parliament members,
instead of all by the majority.

As to the parliament, we
have to decide whether its
members shall represent the

voters. and their opinion or
shall represent the party they
may belong to.

If the parliament mem-
bers are to represent the
party. a proportional repre-
sentation system may be’in-
troduced under which people
shall vote for parties and
there shall not be individual
candidates from ansum-ty
The seats shall be di ted
in proportion to the votes in
favour of the parties. This
system may be elaborated. |
personally doubt this is the
proper time to introduce
such a system.

If it is desired that the
parliament members should
represent the voters in the
parliament, their free opin-
ion, freedom of speech and
exercise of conscience can-
SR B sy provisicuis 1T
a any provision.
the opinion in the parliament
should nﬂttuuarﬂd' be of the
parties concerned, the wis-
dom of having so many par-
liament members may be
questioned.
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. Freedom of Change
PartyandEmcineuf

An open letter to the
PM and opposition
leaders

. 8ir,] am concerned that a to-
tal anarchy. in the mame of

demnrrac is becoming
plg mnted in the country.
emocratic process has

hctn seriously undermined,
and the people, the sufferers

ml trust in politics.
: rivate cit and a
vntcr o0 hereby express my

grave concern to the opposi-
tion, Ipnlitlcnl parties and
their leaderships, in particu-
lar, that the lmmenu- suffer-
ings inflicted on the people
by hartals, blockades, vio-
lence, da of properties,
etc, have proved that the op-

sition has %rnsaly violated

a

undament ethics of
democracy. People's uﬂct-
tion in such activi
een absent. e

%ut

however. do not oppose;

polit

Flagging European Spirit in Torino

’Hu forthcoming inter-governmental meeting

mMthﬂmerwuhkdytobeuwaunked

thmd:mlpwmtthUmdMU The present revolving presidency, coming on
the shoulder of the Italian government, which is in the midst of a fractious political situation
should give the government a chance to bring forth its best diplomatic talent and Latin
hmmmgmmmmhﬂmmm

Wren inspired the recon-
struction of important mon-
umentis including St Paul's
Cathedral. His pood work was
rewarded: he was buried un-
der thc choir of St Pauls still

ng the Latin inscription

'SI' Monumentum Requirls.

Circumpice,” (If thou seekest
a monument. gaze around).
Human ingenuity has al-

ways found a way to rebuild
such magnificent creations of
innovativeness. La Fenice will
no doubt be rebuilt and will
continue to entertain music
lovers for many years lo

come. We have not yet forgot-
ten the bombi of La Scala
in Milano in 1943, and the

destruction of the best opera
house in Napoli during the
World War Il. built by the

‘ Bourbons. Arturo Toscanini's

{ ¥ honic concert in
b 1596 S Soveaiad the
in pre- t
revival of a Europe maimed
and mangled by human cru-
elty. The annual summer ex-
travaganza in the Roman
Bath. Terme Di Caracalla of
Aida is but a reminder of the
emotive impact of Italian
culars. With a cast of
hundreds nlrudr on the
stage. the vast expanse has
room for a 4-horse chariot!
The Germans and the
French, the two nations
which fo t wars over the
centuries dominance and
he ny wanted to avoid
another Verdun or Monte
Casino. The French fear of
the Germans is visciral. The
Gaulic genius tried to find
liberation of their spirit in
creative work — creation of
ibols. Thus the 'Liberty’
~ugene Delacrois in the Lou-
vre dnd the Statue of Liberty

of

in the mouth of New York
harbour, are both French
creations. the f[ormer sig-
nalling liberty in Europe and
the latter welcoming immi-
grants in search of liberty.
The joint efforts of the
two countries. therefore,
produced the Treaty of Rome
in 1957. Today the 15-coun-
try Union is determined to
move ahead in giving a new
meaning and dimension to
their co-operation. They pro-
ceeded towards the con-
struction of a European ar-
chitecture through the
Maastricht treaty signed in

ENCHIRIDION

Waliar

1990. The same treaty pro-
viding for Union also re-
qui the countries to have
unjon. The Brussels
Levia — than. the EU secre-
lariat, zealously stirives to
control and harmonise
thing. froin the size of con-
doms (o making camembert
cheese — to British sausage-
fangers. The dilemma ol all
immember-countries to a com-
mon strategy is. perhaps,
l'l'lﬂll clearly expressed in the
demonstration of some

*H tish visitors some years

ngﬂ before the EU secre-
tariat. when thevy chanted,
'‘Hands off hnnucrs We like
them

In spite of the pruftll-ed

Rahman

- eignty of the British

_ferent kinds.

litical wall demonstrated at

aastricht lor monetary
Umion by 1999 differences
started emerging ahout the
ability ol all the countries to
mee! certain fiscal and bud-
getary requirements envis-
apedd 1 the treaty. There was
even a talk of two-speed
union — Germany. France and
Benelux countries forming
the core and keeping the
limetable while Italy. Spain,
England and others joining
later on In the UK of course
roblemm was of another kind.

1 Euro-sceptics in the rul-
ing conservative parly suc-

ceeded in slowin
movement towar

down UK's

monetary
Union. Their basic concern is
the ‘Surrender’ of the sover-

par-
liament in the event of MU,
But the crises gripping both
France and most recently
Germany s brin
whole question ol meeting
the cut-off date into a big
question-mark. Sluggish eco-
nomic growth in some coun-
tries and the required re-
structuring in others are
generating vibrations of dif-
Even German
is worried that with over |
per cent  of unemployment,
whether they can afford 1o
meel the target ol 1999,

ng lhf

It is now widrh accepted
by political and business
leaders that 1999 target may
be an impossibility. While the
leaders formally agreed to
the cut-off date, the common
people. by and large. do not
yet believe that a single eco-
nonty will bring them the

benefit their leaders tell
them.
According to knowledge-

able sources the establish-
ment of Euro-zone through a
single curre may be -
sible not bc?'g: th:::..Ir tﬂm-
first century. The same
source believes that a single
currency Union may not nec-
vs=arilv lend the kind of eco-

nomic dynamism in the 350-
million ple:economy

which will enable it 10 face
the challenge ol the yen-zone

headed by Japan Inc. In sup-
port of their ition, t
cite the of the Sout
East and Far economies,

which. with the present raie
of growth rate, will overtake
the economies of both the
Euro-zone and dollar-zone in
the next 50 years or so! The
Japanese business leaders
also believe that Japan with
its state-ol-the-drt technol-
ogy. lower cost of production
and mgnagement capacity,
can easily take on the Euro-
ﬂe economy without much
The forthcoming inter-
overnmental meeting on
arch 29 in Torino is likely
‘to be a watershed in the

adual towards the
U and . The present re-
volving prenidcﬂcf coming

on the shoulder of the lialian
government. which is in the

midst of a fractious political
situation should give the gov-

Thoughts on Constitution of Bangladesh — VI
Parliament and its Members

by Mustafizur Rahman

Canmoe (Repeal of
Article 70)

From the apprehension
that ruling party may lose
loyalty of some of their mem-

bers in the parliament. par-
ticularly when its H:pularﬂy
dcclinm it tries to find a way
to force members to remain
under its control. The oppo-
sition es also usually leel
safe il they can keep their
elected members loyal to the
y against the allurement
m the ruling party. This
mutual suspicion prompted
the introduction of this
Article 70 which reads: "A
person elected as a member
of parliament at am election
at which he was nominated
as a candidate by a political
mrty shall vacate his seat if
resigns from the party or
votes in parliament against
that party....” This provision
virtually holds the party
members hostage at the
hands of the boss. This
provision may clearly abridge
the fundamental human
rights guaranteed as per
Article 39 (1) which reads.
“Freedom of thought and
conscience is guaranteed.”
Again, the right of the voters
to express their opinion
through their elected repre-
sentative is also betrayed. To
any sehsible son, this is

humiliating also.

lanations — If a mem-
ber of parliament...(a) being
pr&unt in parhament ab-
stains from voting or (b) ab-
sents himself from any sitting
of parliament, ignnring the
direction of the p which
nominated him at the elec-
tion as a candidate not to do
;ua he :gall be t{ﬁemed to
ve voted against that party.
(c) If a person, after being
elected a member of parlia-
ment as an independent can-
didate, joins any political
party, he shall, for the pur-
pose of this ‘Article, be
deemed to have been elected

as a nominee of that "party”.
This is also unreasonable
in that the party which is

given so much er is not
subject to regulation by any
rovision of the Constitution.

e section (4) allowing in-
dent members to.join a
tical pa.rt:.r indicates that

de

this must not be miuinttr-

preted. The fact is that the
people do not oppose such
undemocratic activities, be-
cause they have been taken as
hostages by the opposition.
Their nonparticipation,
therefore, must not be, con-
sidered as their support to
the opposition.

On the other hand, we,
the people, expected the
BNP Government to govern
the country firmly, based on
the people’'s mandate given
to them in 1991 election,
which they have miserably
failed. I. dn hereby, hold
them equally responsible for
l'ailing tu i‘:u'::\vt«f:u::t democracy
and security of the peopie's
lives nnd prnperticu

May 1. therefore, suggest
that t 'E np osition immedi-
ately withdraws all their
provocative statements and
planned activities, in order to
relieve the people of suffer-
ings; and the Government to

prevention of (loor crossing
alone by members is not the
real motive. the matter
as to how a member can be
expelled from anv party is
not within the jurisdiction of
any specific law. The sug-

este involvement of

lection Commission and the
Speaker in partf disputes is
not desirable either.
Provisions for regulating the
party activities can be incor-
porated.

If we are thinking of par-
liamentary democracy with
such provisions, this is liable
to turn into a pafty dictator-
ship soon. which shall be
more dangerous than comi-
mon dictatorship.

It would be expected of
the members concerned with
the amendment of the
Constitution to repeal Article
70 all together for the sake of
proper representation of di-
versified views of the people
in the parliament.

However, for discipline in
the parliament the seats
could be conditioned by regu-
lar attendance. proper be-
haviour and so on by modify-

ing the Article.

ll -I II dc lll
to Two Constituencies
(Article 71 (2)

For the sake af reducing
the extra e diture for un-
necessary re-election, it may
be advisable that the words
"two or more” be sybstituted
by "two" in Article 7 (2).

Obligation of and
Restraint on the
Members of Parliament

Article 70 may be re-
placed by different provisions
mentioned herein, or' they
may be put under any other
relevant articles (some of
these are also in the
Constitution of other coun-
tries} :

(1) Any
ber shall vacate his seat if he
cegses to be resident of the
constlituency he represents
and he does not live there at
least half of the time when
the par!iament is not in ses-
sion euer;;

(2) All

parltament mem-

members of par-

mmtdiattly n:ui%n in order
to put an end to the anarchy,

“which they have failed tn

control.

As the situation has now
gone beyond control, perhaps
there is no better way out,
but to let the President form
an interim ,Government,
preferably in consultation,
with all the major political

arut:s and ensure free and

r clectiun participatcﬂ by

Ma}r I, at the same time,
urge the voters to identify
and elect the candidates. ir-
respective of their party affil-
lations, whom they consider
honest and democratic, ie
transparent & accountable;
because what actually matters
in the politics of Bangladesh,
unfortunately though. is not
the parties, but rather the

individual personalities!

Karim Md Igbal
Dhanmondi, Dhakn

liament shall. upon assu
tion of effice, make a full ':ilp.
closure of their financial and
business interest. They shall
notify the parliament any peo-
tential conflict of interest
that may arise from the filing
of a proposed legislation of
which are authors.

(3} No rliament mem-
her may any other office
or employment in the govu-
ernment, or any subdivision,

agency or (nstrumentality
thereof. Including govern-
ment-owned of controlled
corporations or their sub-

sidiaries, during this term
without forfeiting his seat.
Neither s he be ap-

pointed to any office which
may have been created or the
emnlumentl thereof t*in-
creased during the term’ for
which he was elected.
H} No paruument rmsm-

m‘:’?ﬁ re any murtqf

ernment a chance to bring

forth its best diplomatic Lll
et and Latin innovativeness
towards giving a proper di-
rection in reachi the de-
sired objective. hen the

ireaty of Rome was si in
1957. sceptics were %Eecfully
giving wrong signals. But the
negotiations in Campidoglio
the world's oldest municipal
building, proved them wron
The room where F:trarc%]
was honoured as the first Re-
naissance man for his monu-
mental creation heralding
the advent of Renaissance,
inspired the six European
rs to defy the cynics and
establish the basis for the Eu-
ropean commeon market. The
Tarino meeting is likely to be
a path finder for the Euro-
pean leaders. Spain, the
president for July-December
1995. in its transmittal letter
to Italy invoked Dante and
said, ‘'now the pain is yours'.
italy replied. 'we will accept
it with and carel’
Susanna Agnelli, the sister
of Tiat Magnate, now senator
Geovanni nlli. gave a good
start to Italy's presidency.
Assisted such able diplo-
mats as Luigi Cavalchini.
Boris Bainchini. Emmanuelle
Scamaccha and Bruno Bettai,
ltaly is determined to give a
Iresh direction to the Com-
ity P'rone Minister-des-
ignate Anlonio Meccanico. a
itical insider, if endorsed
the Italian law-makers
could lend more clout to the
presidency.
rﬁﬁ}r;::t did she Wrni;:::
the gorgeous East in lee,
and was the safeguard of the
West...' The éventual restora-
tion of La Fenice (Phoenix] in
Venice will symbolise more
than architectural accom-
plishment. It will fy the
renewal of the world's fifth-
largest economey. it will help
ihe Italian politicians rein-
vest idealism.

ill the rebirth of the

hoenix from its ashes paral-
el the renewal of political
determination of the Euro-
pean leaders in reaching its
desired objectives in post-
Torino days?

Justice or before the
Electoral Trtbunals, or quast-
Judicial and other administra-
tive bodWs, Neither shall he,
directly or indirectly,. be in-
terested ﬁunrfnc!aﬁy in any
contract with, or

chise or special %ﬂ?ﬂ
granted by thc gauemnum
or s agency, or
ml‘:nrﬂnwntaluu thereof, (n-
cludl any government-
ow or controlled corpo-
ration, or its subsidiary, dur-
ing his term of office. He
shall not intervene (n any

matter before uny of
the governmen pecu-
nlary he;ﬁ ar where he

to act on
ummt af his f;ﬁ:

Tomorrow :@: Power and
r—:mamm

OPINION

"Why the Talks Failed"

An article "Why the Talks
Failed" by Shah A M S Kibria
published on January 21 in
The Daily Star is confusing,

misleading and somewhat a -

travesty of truth. Arguments
shown in favour of the Oppo-
sition’'s stance at the talks are
nothing new, but have been
discussed at length so fre-
quently that the general peo-
ple are distasteful of it, He
was bent upon only criticis-
ing BNP and held it respon-
sible for failure of the talks.
But he did not find any fault
with the Opposition who are
equally. I think a little bit
more, responsible for the
failure. The scheduled talks
was a last ditch effort for
consensus to be made by
both. But when only a few
hours were left before the
constitutional deadline for fil-
ing nomination paper. the
Opposition preferred to have
a chat with foreign ambas-
sadors in view of attempting
for a solution to the crisis. |
think it is nothing but a
mockery by the Opposition.

Most probably the reasons
are not unknown to Mr Kibria
as to why opposition move-
ment is not getting support
of the general people. Why
they have to resort to vio-
lence and terrorism?

What a formula for solu-
tion of the prevailing political
crisis was put forward to BNP
by Mr Kibria and his party!
How could you expect that
PM will step down before a
consensus is reached and
Supreme Court's approval on

it obtained? I want to ask Mr '

Kibria what will happen if all
the political parties fail to
reach a political consensus
after PM's resignation? A big
question with suspicion and
fear is haunting the nation
As per Mr Kibria's pro-
posal, PM will first resign to
create a vacuum leading to
further uncertainty, confu-
sion and chaos. Then they
will sit for discussion on the
caretaker government issue.
It is doubtful whether they
will at all sit with BNP at that
stage for discussion Most
probably they will create

Pr:usurf on the President to
orm a caretaker government

with their nominees only on

Md Mahtab Uddin

money and so on. If the Pres-
ident does not ee Lo their
proposal they again go to
the street with the demand
for the resignation of Presi-
dent himself. Thus the Presi-
dent will be compelled to
form such a caretaker gov-
ernment as will act upon the
dictation of the Opposition.
What they will get to do is
what Mr Kibria has suggested
in his article : (i) the re-or-
ganisation of the Election
Commission, (if)} the revision
of the electoral roll and (iii)
de-politicising (or repoliticis-
ing) the administration. Ev-
erything will be done on AL
line.

Now | have some sugges-
tions for BNP also. Please try
to understand that the de-
mand for caretaker govern-
ment has become a reality.
Though it is unconstitutional
and undemocratic and gen-
eral people did not lend their
support to it, all the Opposi-
tion parties are united now
on the issue. It is not possible
for BNP alone to defy their
demand for longer period.
Mysterious silence and pro-
crastination in taking deci-
sion has caused so much bit-
ter feeling in the minds of
the general people that BNP
supporters are also going to
lose temper and patience.
Popular BNP must not be
turned as unpopular as JP
was before removal from
power.

Under the prevailing cir-
cumstances, though it is un-
wise to advise our politicians
as they are blind to their own
views only, | dare to put
some suggestions for their
kind consideration.

1. Let the election pass off
peacefully to meet the consti-
tutional obligation and clear
the path for next election to
be participated by all political
parties as the PM has already
hinted in her national ad
dress over Radio and TV,
Now the PM may declare that
the next election will be held
within six months from the
date of publication of result of
the coming election.

2. In the next parliament
BNFP will pass a caretaker

such pleas as that BNP has government Bill in which the other this crisis cannot be
CEEEU votes. plundered Chief Justice or any other  overcome for good

person who has taken oath
publicly under the Constitu-
tion will be head of the care-
taker government. There will
be other 10 nominees, out of

which five will come from
the ruling party. three [rom

the 2nd largest, and one each
from the 3rd and 4th largcstl
parties represented in the
parliament.

3. The caretaker govern-
ment will be empowered to
conduct internal affairs of the
country, but as regards ex-
ternal affairs, they may advise
the President.

4. Since caretaker gov-

ernment is not an elected
one, it should not be at the
helm of State affairs for a
longer period. Its tenure
should be as short as possi-
ble, say, one month.
* 5. The Opposition will ab-
stain from making the Elec-
tion Commission, Judiciary,
the Police, the Army etc dis-
puted by criticising their role
in the State. Because these
will create further chaos,
confusion and suspicion.
Since caretaker government
is there, it is well assumed
that the government machin-
ery will act neutrally.

6. Caretaker government
will finish preparing voters’
list and issuing ID cards, if
possible.

7. Caretaker government
will ensure all parties' partic-
ipation in the election giving
them equal chance of using
government media for elec-
tion campaign. They will not
frame any charge against po-
litical leaders except on

criminal or disciplinary
cases. And they will not put
into jail any political leader
and worker of the ruling
party for their misconduct. if
any. committed while they
were in power The govern-
ment which will come into
power will try such leaders
or workers of the ruling party
if they f{ind any fault with
them.

Last but not the least the
ruling party and the Opposi-
tion both are equally respon
sible for the present political
crisis It is the outcome of |
hatred, suspicton. and lust
for power linless you begin
to respect and trust each

/




