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~Inside Today
Article
The Restored La
Fenice may Parallel
the Reinvention of
the Flagging

European Spirit in
| Torino

Column: Enchiridion
by Waliur Rahman
Page 4

Live from the
Internet

Bangladesh anduther

clared 15 a hll(;
holiday % thewolﬂ-

cers and empl
government,

offices,

ons and organisations to
cast their votes in their re-
spective areas, an officia
handout said here ;

reports BSS.

PM's Ctg visit
cancelled

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Feb
Prime Minister B
Khaladlln.?:!a':hﬂlu to
tagong v drilling
site in the Bay o‘ Bengal to-
mnrrnw has been cancelled,

ly placed sources said

12:
um

tagong air
noon apd la
cnptcr for the gas ru:rw:

| Butlh:canﬂdhd
gramume today, mum
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Khalg_ql_a's appeal over Radio, TV

Cast votes ignoring

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday ap-

all provocatlons

pealed for calm and massive
turnout of voters at polli
centres on- February 1
ignoring anti-election activity
and provocation, reports
UNB.

“This is the best way you
can retaliate all sorts of anti-
elections_ activity and provo-
cation,” she said in her ad-
dress to the coun over
radio and television ahead of
the general elections fraught
with tension and trouble
cause of on boycott.

cas

e trt?':f all of us and

upon the people to ex-

ercise their right of franchise

duly in the coming national
election.

The. BNP chairperson
asked all to keep patience
and remain peaceful in the

" that end will continue,”

votesisa Ing

face of all sorts of anti-elec-
tion provocations.

Seeking vote for her p
the BN chairperson sai
only if continuity of the
democratic process could be
maintained through elec-
tions, an environment ensur-
ing participation of all
in future el:t:uunu would be
created.

"Our sincere efforts to
she
said holding out the assur-
ance to those staying out of

the fray.
-Be - Zia nhucr;r:d hold-
e coming election is
mandatory as per the consti-
tutional provisions. "Other-
wise, there will be no
legitimate government and
the country will ungc into-a
constitutional
"Knowing all th!s.

See Page 12 Col 1

she

'tin:AKM

'el ls of

Anybody trying
to intimidate
voters will
face action

The Election Commission
1::11lf a r{ﬂnint meeting with law-
enforcin encies terd
decided gt:g arrest HF;.H tlkelr

legal action against ne
o tries to disru thﬂ:yom

elections, reports
Those who would intifni-
date voters or election offi-

cials unl terrorist acts

or ‘provoke olhers to do 36

fall under the crack-
duwn. the decided.
Presided over by Chief
Commissioner Jus-
. the meet-
assured all on offi-

per security by
conc forces

‘Present in the meu:tlng
were Election Commissioner

Justice M Abdul Jalil, Army

Chief Lieutenant chenl Abu
Saleh Mohammad™ Nasim,

| Naval Chief Rear Admiral M

Nurul Islam, Air Chiefl Air
Vice Haéahnl Jamaluddin
Ahmed, Su:rettry M Ir-
shadul Haq, Home

R
o

|ln¢tmn camp in front of the Dhaka Colle

R m-n-&q

et I-;..-_'?'_i!’.'

s g e
o -
] L w]
- .
; :

--------

s
iR L
’.-.- o .-.
e

ge in the cit;r yeutardly, thm dl_'fl nhead of.the po.rhlmntary

polls. n —-St-r]:i.'nto
- Prime 1\‘.[|mster assures Editors Bombs hurled
| T~ near Radio,

Fresh dialogue after polls

Prime Minister B
Khaleda Zia tﬂﬂlye'ldd
out the assurance that the

overnment would resume
with the

m after Fehm

15 election which is a

'Tht F 15 plrlll

count m tttu!lnn:t

for resolving
siopgap measure, reperts
it will not ru-nlﬂe

a4 consensus.
the pnlit.lcll

“take step as
per ‘decisions which will
come out of talks”, the BNP

Bangladeshis

remit Tk 17 er
rmﬁudlhnut
Tk 16.79 erore in J

remittanee from its nntiun-.ll

mitted their money thro
22,869 foreign money ?f
ders.
The total remittance dur-
hT}:gltET ?;rrmi fiscal is about
.15 crore, says a press
release. -

Twokilledin
road accident

COX'S BAZAR. Feb 12
'I‘wad ;&lﬁl‘l-b}" were killed
an as
when a tfuum l;ﬂ'“ﬂie
road and fell into a ditch near
Teknaf today. The two were
identified as Helal Uddin, 12,
and Naju Miah, 50. District

ice said condition of the

injured was critical.
were admitted to

abtied

howevet, ruled out the possi-
bility of by any precon-
dition to dialogue. “There
cannot be any precondition
tudl scussion. 1 will not ac-
m; econdition.”
me Minister ho
that the election-boycotting
nd maintain cm:m “; ring
a n u
the voting.
Begum Zia said her party

had wanted to for pnlll
with all the and had
no dearth of sincerity, but

failed as BNP did not get an
cooperation from the three
opposition parties in this re-

e Wekarring. tw itk opposi
c -
Hun-unlm?lai lnlr:hypz::d
violence throughout the
country in a bid to resist the
m:mlng polls, m Zia said
party had not chosen the
Yath of violence during the
986 election held under au-
tocrat Ershad. “"We held
meelings to create public
opinion in favour of our
stance explaining the situa-
tion.”
“There is limit of toler-
ance. If they (Opposition)

to a

Responding uestion
about caretaker 11, the

Prime Minister said she
would not make any dramatic
announcement before the
February 15 elections.

question about
the credibility of the election
as the Election Commission
is totally free from govern-
ment interference and dis-
charging its duties indepen-

ir overnment will
never go for ntufﬁng baﬂnt
bmesumm%f

a

regimes,
She observ that thl.':

See Page 12 col 7

COLOMBO, Feb 12: Police
and military units here were
placed on maximum alert
ahead of tomorrow’'s goodwill
match between a combined
India-Pakistan team and Sri
Lankan cricketers. officials

said, AFP.

Heavy vehicles were
banned from ente the
city as well as the r-
hood of cricket grounds
while police and military

m.mu rnndhhckn

“We have I-lured tht

wmlﬂm

official said. "'lh:m.u'lty

| rgrmets are i e

telecast live the match of-
fered to Sri Lanka as a conso-
lation e follo the
}r Australia West
their matches here
on February 17 and 25 citing
security concerns.

The Austr nn pulled out

of their Worl o
mltthhculﬂa in .

I‘lurauu&m.ll

31 Tamil Tiger suicide bomb
attack that killed 87 and
wounded 1.400 in downtown
Colombo.

Since then, the govern-
ment here has revamped se-
curitjrbl::ly handing over re-

to the military to
pruter:t thil capital of one
million people.

Under the new security
arrangements, an army major
general will head a al
unit that will be ble

for protecting Colombo

ecurtty for today st
goodwzll tiein Colombo

st attacks by the sepa-
I"ltlll'. L.Ibcrauon s of
Lﬂanﬂl Eelam (LTTE), nlﬂr:ll.ll

Units from the army, navy
and air [or;: have been as-
sisti ice in manning
ruldngb and vehicle
scarches but the latest gov-
ermment decision would put
the army in charge of draw-
ing up security plans.

Meanwhile, Colombo's
luxurious Taj Samudra hotel
is 14 rooms vacant

just in*case the Australian

and West Indies cricket
teams change their minds
and in Sri Lanka after all.

e still have some hopes
that players will come,” said
accommodation Jo-
hann Cooke. "But we also
hawve our doubts.”

Asked who will
the bill if the two lquld-

to turn up, he said: "It's not
come to ll stage yet."

| Television

sion here also

Observation
observe the election.
o

TV ofﬁces

ByShﬂ'ﬁ«'rumdmt
Several cocktalls were
hurled near the offices of the

adesh Television and
0 Bangladesh immedi-

ately after the Prime Minis-
ter's election projection
speech over the state-run

tll.]lydl

election activists went n:}
rampage in different parts o
the city till last night.

About five home-made
bombs were on the

mdbeﬂdethchnfnﬁ?h
a m-

building

pura around 7:30 e
and locals said. P o

Few crackers were hurled
and a private car was set on
ﬂrcnmrth;o!:!aumulﬂrmd-

ting Aut at
Bhahhaljtﬂmmm
fire service sources said.

Atleast two cars in the
compound of Sonar Ho-
tel were da two
crude bombs went off in the

See Page 12 col 7

Foreign missions
to engage
polls observers

us

Dhaka
will some 48 of its
staff to observe the
February 15 polls, reports

Election Co ssion for
to their nominees

gohlﬂ-\ethepdm

Election ~®&ommission
sources said the UK and the

Commonwealth Secretariat
would also send their repre-
sentatives to observe the
election,

g,

ted by the
hn'nnpumlo—

linn to five ﬂm

lorHumln

desh [CCHHBI' Fair m

Alliance (FEMA)

Bangladesh Ain Adhikar

| Trust, Bangladesh Human
t

1 Ald As-
, and Fair
(FOF) — to

sociation, S

- retarial offices

bomb
and over
pm
in
tlec
other
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‘Govt officials want
to be relieved
of polls duty :

By Staff Correspondent |

Junior and mid-ranking of-
ficlals of the administrative
cadre came out of their Sec-
tcrdny met
the Cabinet and
made a s Eeu that they
bée relieved ection dut!en
on security grounds.

They assembled inside the
Scmturin] compound at
lhout 11-30 am and met ﬂlh-

mmnthl- AEJ

The Cabinet
then in a meeting with nther
secretaries on the same is-
sue.

The officets told A]ruhur
Rnl'nnan that ther

th very much insecure tn
e

"ﬂ, election duty on
ursday in view of the grow-

%'hﬂe the Home Hlniltry

cnnnntuuumuecurl of the
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deep
" in which two officers were

‘sured them that he would

4hr

%Char’tered

Cas|

Standard

S e 5 R el
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By Staff Correspondent

The mainstream opposi-
tion political parties will ob-
serve a countrywide day-long
rail-road-waterways barricade
today demanding the cancel-
lation of the forthcoming
general elections.

Editorial on page 4

The Opposition pro-
ammc also includes a 48-
ur hartal from tomorrow to
r:stst the forthcoming gcn-
eral elections on Febru
Awami League, Jati}rmg
and Jamaat-e- Islami caﬂler
announced the identical bar-
ricade and hartal pro-
grammes from separate press
conferences on February 5.
The Opposition has also

hope to provide safety and
security to the junior officers
on the polling day, they

asked.
Th also referred to a few
incidents in different
l:itlu and towns where saome
field level officers were in-
jured in violence.
The officers also
concern at the incident

sed

injured in a bomb blast on

Sunday at the Mohamma
Residential Model Schoo

the city durﬁng a training nf
The Cabinet Secretary as-

take up the matter with Chief
Election Commissioner Jus-

tice AKM e and con-
appealed to the people to en-
their concern to him. force the dawn-to- usk bar-
NB adds: Meanwhile, in

ricade across the country
wholeheartedly. Rickshaws,

See Page 12 col 8

an-opm letter to the Cabinet
'SnPlge 12 Col 1

o | One kllled 85 hurt
g inanti -polls

violence
By Staff Correspondent .

n was killed in
at Jhenidah

ﬂploﬂms
Ilr:emen were ml%

er incidents of mu-
A v ok o e
Y.

The Election Commission
office was torched at Sherpur
and bombs were tossed at
polls lrlinin% offices in Chit-
Anti-election m

nlg-ng
activists also stormed
I]u trnin offices at

mmwh

HM#

people were injured as ac-
Bvita of BNP

tion
Awami League, Jatiya Party
and Jamaat-e-Islami ex-

ploded scores of bombs and
clashed at Court C
Jamaat later claimed thnt
Abu Bakr was its activist.
Witnesses said the clash
erupted at around 4 pm
'-hm the Dppodtim activists

: uut :iﬁut g i o

[Mmkﬂlednndlhuutinr

Ban on meetings,
processions from
‘midnight today

The Election Commission
(EC) has banned all sorts of
public meetings, processions
and rallies for 48 hours from
midnight today in the runup
to general election on Thurs-

day, reports UNB.
Under Section 78 of the
tried to foil FWPIE‘S Representation

L anI :sllc{:tlun
meeting hahidul Islam, a
BNP candidate from Jheni-
dah-3 consti :
Police, in their bid to
quell the clash, lobbed tear
gas shells and fire.
Local Jamaat leaders
claimed that two of its ac-
tivists — Abdul Kader (22)
and Abdul Alim (20) received
bullet injuries during the po
lice firing. Buth were first
rushed to Court Chandpur

Order 1972, nobody can hold
or join any such meeting,
procession or rally in the
concerned constituencies
during the prohibition pe-
riod.

Besides, all have been di-
rected to refrain from acts of
violence or indiscipline. in-
timidation or threat to any
voter or person on electinn

i/
se of arms and muscle
power has also been prohib-

thana health complex in seri- ited strictl

ous condition later sent An EC Fr 1

to lb"‘""‘ Sina Clinic in Dhaka. terda cau?icﬁ:dr%f:f Eﬁ}r?&
tafl Correspo ndent y il

tors of the taboo would be
punished will araximum
seven years and minimum 2
years imprisonment along
with fine.

wem hurt
I:mmhn were hurled at
Muslim Hall where a
s training session was go-
on. The injured sSOns
were admit to different
hospitals and clinics. Names
of the injured policemen
could not be known.
Witnesses and police said,

Eeehgelﬂt‘ulﬂ

the

Lasting of votes
without ID
cards allowed

The President has pro-

People aren't afraid
of threats. Hasina

Bhnikh H’nﬁn yntenllr

asked the government to
stop the "farcical, one-party

elections” to avoid further
confrontation and called

u the people to build up
resistance against the
pnlll.rwu'uUHB
og wil be
!
il .lndthulmllmﬂdnd
hthnbel’wmud.'m
wglﬂmw
tuﬁ polling centres
lﬂn:[muddrnu a
tellectuals and cultural ac-

through corruption and
[omeiien. S b
' across the country

mulgatcd an ordinance stay-

ing the law regarding voter's
identity card for easting vote,
reports UNB.

Following the ordinance,
the Election Commission an-
nounced yesterday that the
enlisted voters who were not

with the voting rights | given identity cards would be
pwple able to cast their votes with-
also called upon the | out cards in the February 15

m to observe an allout | elections.
February 14-15 to However, those who were

issued identity card will have
to show their cards during

block the electinn- ﬁrlgncua
{E plmn . the polling.

The Awami League chief The Commission re-

directed her workers, | quested the voters having
three days ahead of the elec- | card to show it during voting.
tions to intensify the current
movement to “remove the

Tragic!

By DMCH Correspondent

e e,
1
voting and give fresh elec-
tions under a caretaker gov-

ernment." A five-month-old baby died
She said: "It is not possi- | when the mother by mistake

ble to su the 's | fed him insecticide instead of
movemen n and | his regular dose of medicine,

* intimidation. People aren't | according to medical sources.
afraid of threats, th ‘Iﬂll The incident occurred at

Golakandi under Rupganj

thana of Harayangat_}lhdistrlct
rda momi
dicd on thc way to tht:
Dha.ka Medical College Hoog
tal (DMCH) at arﬂund 11:30
am, medical sources said
quoting family members.

The mother took up the
bottle containing liquid in-
secticide by mistake as it was
near the medicine bottle in
their residence.

gznmﬂmm

She alleged that the BNP
had all
democratic institutions

tivists, who attended the
' See Page 12 Col 3

HOWZZAT!

The Baily Star World Cup Cricket

Special will come out
tomorrow. This 16-page, four-
colour tabloid will contain
interesting write-ups, mind-
poggling statistics and intrigu-
Ing photographs of your

| fc:vourlfe stars.

| Mcke sure you ge’r The Durily Star
tomorrow, and everyday.



