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EVELOPMENT resea-
rch literature contai
ns a plethora of evi
dences that illiteracy and
puverty are inter-related anud
they are the happy bed-part-
ners whose legitimate off-
'ﬁ"ing is maldevelopment.
¢ govertynent of ngla-
tdlesh whose national comiii-
tment is poverty alleviation
has therefore incorporated
removal of illiteracy as one of
the core components of the
national development
sirategy package.

'Ihi: r]::atmn of Integrated
Non-formal Primary Educa-
tion Programme (INFEP)
which has by now taken the
shape of an autonomous body
atlached to Primary and Mass
Education Division under the
direct supervision of the
Prime Minister is the proof
of the government's firm in-
tent to remove illiteracy from
the country by the year 2000,
The success of the effort,
however, depends | ly on
the role of district adminis-
trations which represent the
national government at the
district level,

Under the technical guid-
ance and financial support of
INFED, a few district admin-
istrations like Lalmonirhat
and Bhola have launched total

literacy movement in the re-

districts and avail-
able reports indicate, their

performance in this regard is
exemplary and spectacular.

Scenario

‘Bhola, an island and a new
district under Barishal divi-

RAFFIC jams in the
Philippine capital are

not yet as bad as
that is little

c;mﬁ:g t:‘mln‘_r fuming Fil-

ipinos stuck in gridlocked
streets of the !

This Christmas season,
Manila's streets looked like
dammed rivers with reser-
voirs of cars backed up all

~ over the city. Commuters and

shoppers jammed the
streets. going nowhere fast.
It was normal to spend two
hours on a trip that
takes 30 minutes. In jeep-
neys and buses, commuters
::i.l I carbon monoxide and

esel smoke spewed by rows
of idling engines. 5

Tr snarls cost Manila

an estimated 600 million dol-
lars a year in lost man-hours.
This has p ed demands
for drastic solutions in recent
years, ranging from ou
Jeepneys to a lawmaker's

proposal to halt car produc-
~ tion

"What we have now is
close to chaos,” says Ramon
Fernan of Manila's recently-
formed Sustainable Transport
Forum.

Just before Christmas the
government launched jts lat-
est plan (some called it yet
another experiment) to re-
strict car use. Private cars
with less than three -
gers are to stay off main
:Juadl dur‘i!ng hours on

ternate days, depending on
whether plate numhernﬁ:nd
e om0t ’
not just -
lem, but m?bodj n:y;r:lhj_
lem,” appealed traffic chief
Romeo to. -

The first day got off to a
mixed start eased traffic
in some areas, but anti-traffic
schemes are a tricky exercise
ll;]'l a cg:mtn‘ where com-

aints have stopped plans in
their track. A recent colour-
m drivers went on
strike to protest their inclu-
sion in the control plan.

Analysts say regulating car
use is-a l\hnr{lu'm solution
ﬁll!l duct;hhc paign

th a ipiine cam :
better public transport sys-
tems and improved urban
ey that citios focs 50

t cities in
urbanisation.
lﬂt;ll a, now the worldu:
argest metr is wi
9 million people. oﬁtl)il attain

Megacity status 2000. It
accounts for over half of the

James Bond

Total Literacy Move
The Bhola Expe

by Syed Naquib Muslim

required and 112 primary
scliools need to be set up ev- -
cry year to educate the exist-
ing and upcoming illiterate
population.

Background Activity

Soon after assu
office of the deputy commis-
sioner (DC), Sikander Mon-
dal, the present DC of Bhola,
that under the
aegis of district administra-
tion it would be possible to
launch a total liter
ment in the st

me in

ment
rience

began from March 26, 1995.
The official o
the cam

sion. has a total population ol
14.36 lac of which 4.17 lac
are illiterate. It is the general
belief of the
Bhola which feeds a numbe
of districts
based food

bjectives of
are : to declare
the sadar thana as a illiteracy-
free zone within 6 months:
and to link the to-be-literate
population with the main-
mw
education.
Thus o
moval of
tially in- 39

eople that

ems can further
develop itself if the light of
literacy reaches its rural ar-
eas. It is inhabited by

servative

madrasha
ation for re-

began ini-
_wards and l..'?ﬁg
eracy centres (which latér
increased to 3,914) ha
been created to educate its
lac and 6 hundred 49 illiter-
ate population. The campaign
- by a compre-
i e which con-
uded November to
determine the size of the il-
of Sadar
school teach-
ers of government and non-
schools were
mobilised to conduct the sur-

vey.
The DC along
members of his team under-
took extensive ad
to the nook and corners of
the district to motivate the
people so that they
literacy

a con-
lation majority
of whom are illiterate, and
therefore, dogmatic and fatal-
istic in their approach to life.
culture, fishery,
ry and livestock are the
principal sources of their in-
come. Because of illiteracy,
ple of Bhola have not
been able to enjo
of modern techno
oped health and sanitation
awareness and
based forestry to create a na-
ture-friendly environment.
Bhola sadar thana
which has 39 wards and
which constitute the com-
mand area of the literac
mme has only 16
schools and these are not -
enough to accommodate
year. Accord-
ing Lo an estimate., 90 mar-
registered and
babies are born daily
Bhola and if this trend

continues, 417 years will be# tiate litexpcy campaign which

Gridlocked Nation |

If traffic jams are a measure of a nation's economic progress. then
the Philippines is fast catching up with figck Bast of
Inter Press Service, reports from Manil

national total of cars, using
less than two percent of the
nation's roads. Many major
roads do not connect and are
made for low traffic volume.
end up

while road networks .
are growing by three
a year, the number of cars is
at a much faster pace.

by a str
omy, car sales rose
cent so far this
port officials warn that with-
~ out new infrastructure and
reforms, the traffic
worsen in the next

An ‘October study
Metropolitan Manila
Authority
roads are "fu

adding

conceived

‘warde

move-

monirhat and
ree the people of Bhola from
the curse of illiteracy if all
ents of society are.
To him,

the fruits
ogy. devel- mobilised.
achieving total literacy
practicable to cover the
entire district and rather

%l‘ﬂ ramme

Ve surv
" , It is v
grow need-

- literate mpuhﬂnn

conduct
incrementally or
A literate n, accord
ing to him, hardly
hungry and foods follow the
person become
rich in a fair way
g;la ﬁcﬁted and ‘without
uca is not possible
'life-skills', With the
. tion of the local min-
ister, he has taken u
Thana as the focal

government
remains
rich; a with th
or she c

learners ¢
dﬂcl!-?lp
consulta illiterate
joined the
mme and attend classes at
e centres. Folk-
sung throughout the village:
areas to attract attention of
people. Continuous meet-
ings were held under the
leadership of Sudhir Kumer
Das and G M Jahirul Alam, -
the concerned local adminis-
tr?ttﬁru tumfurm action com-
mittees, iden ros tive
literacy ﬂentr::l:y s
untary teachers
sors and
courses. A

riages
Sadar
to ini-
8 wWere

Thﬂll&nd Johanna Son pf aﬁ:ﬂnlnt vol-
organise tminin:g
; pool of 102 mas-
ter-trainers was created with
the technical su
FED: of the 1
trainers, 52 trained. 4.000
centre-teachers
three-day intensive training
" Footbat
invited to inaugu
tivities of the new centres.
Organisational linkage
with the important lo-
GOs such as Jatiya
Bandhujan, Association for
Family Developmént and
Swedish Free Mission.
response
the life-blood of any

opment activity gorauﬂl as the
major concern the pro-
ers. Although voluntarism -
was conceived to be the core
. the team was able
an initial wor
fund of 5 lac taka by
ing the district
level officials to sacrifice
their one-day
bilising other economic
sources. The chairmen of 13
thanas also came forward and
allocated 10 per cent of the
fund for
e preliminary

tion and its benefits today far
t inconvenience.,
Last month the govern-
mt Iauncheﬂ al.ls-
ar ° proj
ning 35 . Experts w&d:m
four mass transit lines
meet the needs of
10 per cent of Manila's pas-
sengers. "But we have to start

somewhere,” says Esguerra.

Transport
that roaz?ho
to ever catch up with vehic
growth. Nor should this be
goal, as new roads ac-
lually encourage new traflic
and after a year, they're con-

systems
m they are
of the a whole
ck of policies which
best results when
implemented together.” said
Paul Barter of the Malaysia
based Sustainable Tr
Action Network (SU ;
Drastic measures like
high car registration and
road fees as in S
would be harder

ment in a rlumudemocncy
like the Philippines, but Es-

e are trying to
reaponsloil
He says traffic

ment is tied to wider
to decongest urban centres

of IN- -
aster-

gg m
through
on differ-

rate the ac-

will only ent da

lanners know
ing is unlikel

cal N

31 per
. Trans-

A:Ems will
i ple was
gested again.
"Mass trans
are important,
just one
saturated,
"unabated increase in volume
of vehicular traffic Is ex-
pected to further exacerbate
the _worsening traffic situa-

Rave

princi

thana-

Tﬁe need for mass trans-
port is reflected in the irony
that while 70

f: for

and mo-

per cent of
r demand in Manila
blic transport,
r cent of vehicles on its

s are private cars.
Tralfic

‘thana

guerra said :
incurring

promote the co
vate vehicles as a

-- average
speed is down to 18 kms an
pted new -
B ietad L
a t
Transit (LRT) line.

Lnlcr'un. on con-
vinced of the
actical needs of

ng programme, Kazi

jects suc
csSswa
Eﬂl*ﬂy

ibuddin Ahmed a'nd Khon-
daker Md Shahidul Islam of
Primary and Mass Educatio
Division were kind enough to
sanction Taka 91 lac to en-
int:l: E}: BI:nia district admin-
stration to car forwar
their noble venty: ry .
Thus the phase-wise ac-
tivities that were sequentially
conducted may be summed
up as under : Cznducting sur-
vey to determine the size of
the illiterate population: Mo-
bilising local institutional and
€conomic resources includ-
ing the NGO's; Creating a
reservoir of master-trainers,
committed teachers and su-
pervisors thrnugh adminis-
tration of three-da training;
and Formulation oly rules and
norms in view of the behav-
ioral characteristics of the
local ptu?le to facilitate the
success of the programme.
The learning-teaching

‘Fackag: includes teaching

he learners how to read the
Holy Quran in the noorani
system within 21 days and
how to read and write Ben-
gali with in 45 days. ;

The programme is char-
acteri by a few distinctive
features which are :

The whole activity is be-
ing conducted under the

framework of. the vern-
ment unlike that of Lal-
monirhat . INFED

is providing not only the
technical assistance but also
financial back-up.
Unlike ﬂ:ﬁi L;lmunhihat
amime, S im-
ﬁ?r sadar thm has

-been up for experi-

mentation and results are be-
i watched for ssible
Bho T.I:h.:mm s

" Both GOs and NGOs are

- 'WOS on a collaborative
wmbm make the

a success. NGO invo t.
is‘multiple. - :

Learning and ‘teaching

hours have been fixed on a

flexitime basis depending on
the convenience of the learn-
ers teachers. Re: of

the female learners is more

The iltmqr' centres are

to be identified not by any big |

sign-boards which are made
at the cost of huge amount of

wilifiikeep fluttering whic
place the
sacred Ien:nlﬁ-tﬂchmg ac-

-t is ‘
“E:uon ans have been

formulated and followed

throughout the year so that .

learners and teachers find
little opportunity to deviate
from the standards or lesson-
schedules.

Leadership Factor

The initial success of the_
prnﬂ':mlnﬂhﬂlm
' to the fact that leadership is

a crucial factor to the accom-
plishment of any devel hﬂ-
ment programme espe
those that concern wel-
fare of the common people.
An accessible, informal and
egoless person, Sikander
ondal has proved that the
traditional paradigm of ad-
ministration is no more
functional in the present-day

context and e respect
tmmwﬂ F th
public

like Ma
roads

. by ha

and communic
lines with suburbs and en-
industrial centres
ries outside the

A new LRT project for
Manila's main
year alter
business spats

ﬁmaﬁ:: ot | §
St ol Tous

gins in March.

weathering

“facto

capital.
“There should be a re-

- thinking of the whole urban
for Manila,” says Ramon

ernan of Manila's Sustain-
Forum. “There

HE Jate Mr Al rM
A Kabir was one of the
| met in my
Iife. 1 first came to know him
1954-'55 when he
to Sardah Police
College as

. | was there
as a Medical Officer.
predecessor was Mr Mellor,

ishman from Indian
who opted for

Mr Kabir was a you
brother of late Professor Hu-
mayun Kabir who was a le-
gendary person for his out-
merit. My genera-

scholar was Pro-
fessor Humayun Kabir. | had

fortune to discuss poli-
ics with him durin
forties in Calcutta
then a hot bed of political
ideologies. His political opin-
ion influenced me a good
deal. He was a radical human-
ist by conviction. Professor

, the sec-
lines, be-

consortium behind
project took out full
newspaper ads to
says the 17.3-km
network can d-:;" 600,000
a . ailding
million commuters using
EDSA daily. The new line
could cut to 15 minutes the
90-minute trip from the
Makati business area to Que-
" gon City in the north.

But critics want the new
LRT line built elsewhere,
ORE atiad &f St
ing EDSA.

George
ning director at the
pine tran
ment,
“misdirected
says construction of LRT-1
caused only localised conges-

during
came
Trainin

able Transport

has been no plan:
nice things
actually carried out.”

Together,

transport _

improved public transport
systems, car and traffic regu-
latien policies
urban d
match public tr
tems can make ci
more liveable.

Brian Williams of the
nrt-bt::d.;!lututc for
: "It is often be-
lieved thagt urban congestion
llution are the price
pay for economic
pment and growth. But
doesn't have (o be that

., but n

doubts. It

experts say

Police
Pakistan.

mdfurwu
evelopment patterns

much
standin

uerTa, ment Policy

tion depart-
the protests

ion" and develo

g 1 -4 \ ! |
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-
-
[ |
& u

M and JERRY

Kabir did not opt for Pak-
istan. His attainment in India
is well kndwn.

When Mr Alamgir Kabir
came to Sardah, had in
mind to talk about his
brother but he avoided any
discussion about his brotiser.
| thought. being a Pakistani

ice officer, he was dislik-

ng any reference to his:
brother. Later, it was found to'
- be my wrong idea. The day

Prof Kabir d in Delhi, we
were in Dhaka. He rang me
and gave the news. He said,
he was going to Delhi and
whether it would be possible
for me to accompany him. [
could not go at that time.

During the early thirties,
at least five Muslim
scholars competing for In-
dian Civil Service, were se-
lected for Indian Police Ser-
vice. They were the late Zakir
Hossain, Abul Hasanat Mo-
hammed Ismail, Hafezuddin,
Alamgir Kabir and still alive
Mr Anwarul Haque. All of
them were well known per-
sonalities. All of them left be-
hind their brilliant record of
service to be examples for
their successors.

Alamgir Kabir will be re-
membered for his unique-
ness. When | first met him in
his Principal's office at Sar-
dah, his smile and hearty
handshake reflected the
warmth of his heart. 'Come to
my residence for tea with

your wife’. Of course, he did ,

not want to waste time. Six
months ago. | went to his of-
fice of the Chairman of the
Diabetic Association. He
called the person concerned
on phone and said: Dr Hos-
sain is like a younger brother
of mine. He just asked me to
go and see the person con-
cermed. That was my last visit
to him, There was no change
in his behaviour between
1954 and '95.

At Sardah, he came to visit
the hmﬁtai the day after he
Joined. He told the patients:
‘you have got the best dactor’.
My prestige was immediately
_ll{pjrldc in the Police

r

came to live with him. She
had geriatric allments. One

§ day, | suggested she should

be seen by the Civil Surgeon
from Rajshahi, he was my

are my civil surgeon’
Civil Surgeon was never
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Rao Plays the
Corruption Card

The loss of three ministers as a
result - of corruption allegations |
looked like a blow to the Indian |
government’s chances of re-elec-
tion. But with polls probably only *
weeks away, there is speculation
that the move may be part of
Prime Minister Narasimha Rao’s

trategy.
Rahul Bedi writes from New Delhi

campaign s

» ITH a .general elec-

tion imminent, Indi-

a's main
arties are in disarray fol-
owing the resignation of
three federal ministers and
e opposition leader over al-
legations of involvement in
dubious forei

deals worth billions of dol-

political

exchange

And with the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI)
unveil accusations of
in the financial
against other senjor

. more heads could
ruling

5o B
scandal
within

Congress party and the
sition Hindu fundamen

Bh_ﬁr]:ﬂ&]dmtl Party (BJP)..

bers of both
received

that mem-

cleckior

fon funds five

Lo has ever beem
allowed to proceed unbin-
dered by the government. .
For exa e, investigations
mstﬂﬂmg-mlnt%.ﬂh-
tions that in 1987 the

Swedish

contract for artillery
Indian army. ‘The Bofors
dal was a key factor in
the defeat of former p
Rajiv Gandhi's
ress government in

minister

In 1992, a $1.28 billion
securities scandal involving
senior ministers was also
brushed aside by
ernment.

the gov- -
Little emerged
from an all-party parliamen-

m%‘lil Etﬂt case is the first

time that a government
has not only investi-
gated senior ministers and

MPs. but also charged federal
ministers with laundering
money.

Some Congress MPs say

they are convinced that .

Prime Minister Narasimha
Rao persuaded the CBI to
make the findings public now
in order to neutralise cor-
ruption charges levelled
against .him and his govern-

ment before the election

paign begins in earnest.

cam
wmthMtME_

call elections for April.
Smearing senior party col-

leagues and the
_*:tﬂ-' opposition

: the same "“corrupt”
. brush, they argue, was E.r! of
ithl same strategy of demol-

corru as an effec-
tive electoral weapon.
"Mr Rao has targeted and

.sacrificed ministers loyal to

him-to give the investigations

a ujmb ce of impartiality,”
.. Said one Congress MP wtgu
- declined to be named. The
Prime Minister was telling
mm ﬂt}lﬂtbd corruption was
it confin to any single

- political party. .

. 'BJP head and opposition
leader Lal Krishna Advani
moved swiftly to limit poten-
tial damage by immediately
resigning and demanding a
wapudy u-fncluainn l.ll:«:- the in-
ns, but his image
has been tarnished. . é
The party ‘will now be
hard-pressed to justify its
claims to be a "clean” alter-
native to Congress.
“The BJP can no longer
make government corruption

an election issue.,” said a .

party MP.

With Advani's resignation.
Rao.may have significantly in-
creased - the chances of
Co " re-election. It cur-
rently has 254 seats in the
Lok Sabha (Lower House).

The BJP has 116, the Com-

munist Part of India
(Marxist) 36, Janata Dal 23
and the Communist Party of
India 14. The remaining 33
seats are held by regional

parties.
The BJP also holds power

could become a cuualt;r of

in four states, inclu the
federal capital, New Dﬂlﬂm.

In addition, by aelecuvely'

exposing his detractors
within his party, Rao has
demonstrated that he will go
into the elections as the

party's undisputed leader.

But even 'hardened

Congress MPs halk at Rao's

t. |
"Such obvious manipulation

of the corruption issue by Mr
Rao, who is determined to
get a second term in office, is
volatile and d erous,” said
one C ;IIE

Co ss insiders feel that
e fragile state of their

and the alienation Rao

as caused, the.party {tself

the witch-hunt launc by

the newly emboldened CBI.

Over the past two years,

the judiciary has increased
its role, assuming greater
power, and influence. Some
analysts s st these in-
_creasi active state institu-
" Uons such as the CBI are now
turning their “cleansing
wrath” on politicians.

But several Congres MPs
fear that in the long term,
Rao's actions will completely
discredit Indian politics by
removing corruption from
electoral politics and thus
formally institutionalising it.

By adopting such a con-
frontational course, Rao also
risks provoking a counter-at-.
tack within his party.

Yet even his critics con-
cede that in the political
chess game, Rao remains

- several moves ahead.

* With corruption out of the
way, he will try to fight the
election on issues such as
Hindu fundamentalism, as-
soeiated with the BJP and its
allies, as well as on the BJP's
opposition to overseas in-
vestnent an® market reform
policies, '— GEMINI NEWS

RAHUL BEDI is the Indian
correspondent for the 'Daily
Telegraph’, London. and
‘Jane's nce Weekly', UK.
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Alamg-if M A Kabir — Remi
by T Hossain

called in. | gained self confi-
dence.

On the third day after he
joined as principal, he came
to the h

the C .

was in charge
istration.
from the

tal accompan
Drill Inspec
I é: ol s
was pic u
hospital. We Vllulg
every house within the com-
of cadre.
hygienic condition and
tion of each house

ted. The drains,
es, the kitchens,

was in

the lat

the water su
main focus of attention. At
the end of couple of hours'
he told me:
see, at least once a
. from where the diseases

e?' He looked at me *

and said: ‘Thank

obligation is not i

is just reminded:’

pec
‘Won't you

you. The
long 1

was there, this was never
failed |

ning College. His mother

boss. Mr Kabir replied: ﬁu .
e

Kabir asked me to go home.
A couple of hours later,
the CDI came with a typed
slatement made by me and
the Vice-Principal: It read
like this: ‘We, so and so, for-

get. without blaming each
other, what happened last

evem:lf‘. The Vice Principal
had already signed it and
after my ture, two wit-

nesses — the Civil Surgeon-

and the Principal — would

| was called to Principal's
office. The Principal, Vice-
Principal and the Civil Sur-
geon were there. The Princi-
pal prompted the VP, he got
u'?* stretched his hand to
s a;nthwith rnlncl.
ubsequently, | worked
for three years as Registrar
and Resident Surgeon of
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal. Mr Kabir was also trans-
ferred to Dhaka. Our relation-
shi more intimate.
ore I left for USA for
advanced studies, | received
assurance from him about
looking after my family.
Often, Mrs Kabir inquired
from wife about her and
the cmren'u well-being. Be-
fore 1 returned in August,
1966. | informed him. [ was
overloaded with lu and
family. | did not seek any
help from him, just men-
tioned the flight number. At
Tejgaon airport, one Police
ter announced for my

mmluly.lmhm.mmd. .

he was sent by 1G Kabir with
transport to escort me.
Next , 1 went to see
him at his to Road House
and received a hearty wel-
come. | was going to thank
him for the escort. He

stopped me with his index

mﬂlhlllp. In January.
him in his n Bagicha

Dr Hossain will perform 10
have to the “;:ure:idl;
ve
mwﬁlmmwmm
close co-operation at :iE;
MIE Associa
until Pmd 1971 fell

upon us.

mg“"n;“mwu;

nce his release

the Agartola whcgl

L
case. | was sent to

September 1970 a se-

nior leader to explain the

niscences

implications of six points in
Awami League arranged
meetings at Pakistan High
Commission office, in Birm-
ingham, Bradford, Manch-
ester and North London and
destiny compelled me to
leave my profession and pos-
session to join the organisa-
tion of the Provisional Gov-
ernment of adesh.

On return, [ was to con-
tinue as Secret of Health
and Family Pl Ministry
with specific assignment to
make the Health Plan of
1972 for the Government
and implement it by con-
structing 360 Thana Health
Complexes in the rural
Thanas. | always received ad-
vise from Mr Kabir on Family
Planning matters and solving
all administrative problems
in implementing the Health
and amilﬁ_ Planning pro-
grammes. To have such a
guardian was a source of my
inspiration.

e became the Chief of
the Lions' Club and toured
abroad frequently. He intro-
duced and encouraged me in
all related organisations.
Those who had the opportu-
nity to work with him, knew

. or know quite well what a

great personality and a dedi-
cated. sincere person he was.
He had no prejudice.

While | was in Iran for 15
years, one day | received a

one call from the son-in-
aw of Mr Kabir. the then
Ambassador of Bangladesh in
Iran, to go to Tehran imme-
diately to see him. Mr Kabir
stopped at Tehran on his way
back from USA where he
went as Bangladesh Lions
Clubs' Governor. 1 rushed to

- Tehran from Iraqi border

where | was lf‘ed as war
surgeon. 'l'h«:-ﬂing of feeling
for an acquaintance in Mr
Kabir was immeasurable.

It was an act of t jus-
tice on the part ol Justice
Shahabuddin to appoint him
as his advisor in the interim
government. It is an
of a right person to select
another right person for the
right job.

Real paﬂ man l:l ti:e Kt.r;u
good man, r
Was one ofth:nwbﬂt es
of such a great men the’
20th century. His name will
-hl.n:. in the galaxy hf the
great souls because was
good very good, indeed.



