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Anti-polls violence leaves 150 more hurt

Police officer killed

in Ctg clash

Star Report

Metropolitan Police,
Panchlaish zone, Bashir Ali
(45} received tatal bullet
wounds on his chest when a
clash broke out between po-
lice and agitating anti-polls
processionists in front of
MES college at OR Nizam
road today. Bashar was
rushed to the Chittagong
Medical College Hospi-
tal[CMCH) where he suc-
cumbed to his injuries, hos-
pital sources and police said.
Of the injured, over 50
ple were admitted to the
MCH and diflerent elinics in
the city. :
Following the firing on
Bashir Ali, police cordoned

Iagﬂnﬁ

off the college campus,
opened fire on the agitators,
lobbed tear-gas shells and re-
sorted to Lathicharge. The

processionists also threw

cocktails and used firearms,
witnesses said,

Police Ficked up around
200 people from the spot
and arrested a youth named
Abul, who allegedly fired on

. Bashir Ali.

The clash erupted when
several hundred procession-
ists protesting the February
15. Polls, went on rampage
on OR Nizam road in front of
MES Coliege.

They set fire to two vehi-
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Bomb hurled near
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Dhaka Day by Day
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. Of the infured, ‘Bullet-hit
Awami Jubo League worker
Belal Hossain, 24, was sent to
Dhaka while police constable

et ooy A

ﬁabuﬁTaher was admitted to
the Sir: General Hospi-
tal WRH bomb Injurics. T

Police said they caught
one Asadul Haq, ca a
handbomb. from the meeting
venue. He was, however,
freed later. Haq was identi-
fied as a worker of the BNP-
backed Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal of Begunbari area of the
district.

A dawn-to-dusk hartal
called by the mainstream op-
position here today disrupted
normal life, Violent clashes
between security forces and
workers of the BNP and
Awami League workers took
place during and before the
Jeguin Zia's mmeeting. -

According to witnesses,
Begum Zia reached the

ent parts of the town, Before

she started for the meeting

venue from the Circuit
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‘People 'tb give
Opposition a
good lesson

after polls’

SIRAJGANJ. Feb 11: Pri-
me Minister Be
Ziad today sai
an eace-lovin le
WDUIdpfﬂﬂ all :vﬂgdestg?lgptn
subvert the country's inde-
pendence and sovereignt
some traitors, reports UNB.

"Three political parties

m Khaleda
democracy"

have banded and are boy- .

cotting election at the dic-
tates from their mentors
abroad,” she told an election
meeting at the Sirajganj Uni-
versity College ground in the
afternoon. -

They
constitutional  crisis aiming
at renewal of the 25-year
‘slavery’ treaty. Begum Zia
said.

"When the term of the
agreement is neari expiry
and when the r:a?l%ed ltﬁh.rl};
they una to win the

¥

were
£ Tomonent amt R 3

disrupt the electio |
directives and money [rom
their masters.” she said.’
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Women activists of the Jatiya Party went on a rampage a

fter a rally in the city's M
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Sovereignty over 30 acres

land yet to be established

Rafiq Hasan and Govinda Shil back from Panchagarh

Bangladesh could not
establish its over
30 :EI;E of land inilgmchm
gar strict even years
after the ;
hm'l'he land situated iﬂB:ja-

para village under a
thana remained uncultivated
since i ence due to
‘'objection’ of Indian Border
Security Force (BSF). :

Local le said when-
ever they att to culti-
vate the land on the south
bank of river Sui, BSF re-
sisted it, claiming that the
land belonged to India.

According to Bangladeshi
security forces at the Malka-
danga post, 8 to 10 flag
meetings between the two
countries held so far could
not settle the issue.

The last flag meeting heid
on January 10 could not re-
solve the crisis although the
Indian 108 BSF Battalion
commander reportedly ad-
mitted that the land truly

t:muéxﬂ h.

produced the i
representatives du the
flag meetings. the Indian

commander was guoted as
savig I am convinced that
the lands belongs
Bangladesh but | cannot hand

it over unless | am directed

from above”.

It is learnt from official
sources that total of five main
demarcation pillars (between
pillar number 774 and 780)
along the Indo-Bangla border

have been ’‘mysteriously
missing since independence.
BDR told The Daily Star

that pillar no 774 is situated
at Pa a while pillar no
780 at the Sarderpara.

The dispute continued as
the main pillars — 778 to
779 —an could not be
traced after liberation. An inj-
tiative to rebuild these five

illars were taken from

angladesh side but the In-

dian authorities did not ce-
ate

People living along the
bordeér alleged that Indians
oftem t(ry to occupy
Bang@ledeshi lands due to ab-
sence of demarcation pillars
in different horder areas of
the district

Nur Ali, ?..uhﬁ' Ali, Manik
Mia and Abdul Mannan of Pa-

to .

haripara village said that if a
survey was conducted th
would get at-least 60 to 6
bighas of land on the south-
ern bank of river Sui.

Local people demanded
survey of the area.
ometimes tension

mourits beiween the border
forces of the two countries
over establishing rights on
bordering lands which were
not surveyed and demarcated

pillars, local le told
‘?‘Ke Daily Star i

The situation deteriorated
recently when Indians tried
to crultivate the 30 acres of
Bangladeshi lands aleng Sul
rivédr, which was resisted by
the BDR. "We resisted their
evil eflorts.” said Naek Sub-
ader Siraj, in-charge of the
Malkadanga BDR camp.

The Daily Star team, ac-
companied BDR men from
the camp, visited the area
Thursday and saw that the
Indian Border Security Force

(BSF) was maintaining round .

the clock vigilance over the

occupied land'.
| frel a survey should be

conducted immediately to
See Page 12 col 8

ahakhali area yesterday. — Star photo '

-

The Daily Star

Miss Universe 1994, Sushmita Sen, presenting the national emblem to New Zealand
skipper Lee Germon at the

tournament at the Eden Gardens, Calcutta, yesterday.

CALCUTTA. Feb 11:
Cricket’'s most controversial

“World, Cup opened here Sun-

day with a display of fire-
works which matched the
mood of the sers after
a fafled bid to convince Aus-
tralia and the West Indies to
play in Sri Lanka, reports

-AFP

Some 110,000 spectators
at the floodlit Eden Gardens
sat spellbound through a
spectacular 75-minute open-
ing ceremony that blended
hi-tech laser shows with tra-
ditional Indian dance and
music.

Conceived by Itallan show-

man Gianfranco Luneetta,
who put on similar shows at

the soccer World Cup in
1990 and the Barcelpona
Olympics in 1992, the inau-

gural carni
an

oo
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inaugural ceremony of the Sixth World Cup cricket

that they had failed to per-
suade Australia and the West
Indies to play in Colombo,

The meeting, chaired by
International Cricket Council
(ICC) Chairman Clyde Walcott
and attended by officials from
all the 12 participating na-
tions. lasted almost 15 hours
but failed to come up with a
solution.

But the organisers an-
nounced that Cricket's
premier evenit will go ahead
as planned and Sri Lanka will
be awarded unprecedented
walkover wins for the
matches if Australia and the
West Indies fail to show up in
Colammbo.

Co-hosts India and Pak-
istan said they will send a

joint team of cricketers to

“two. Buiien .

.ira i - i

The cerem began just
four hours aﬁg' nrganljacrs

emetged. from a protracted
crisis imeeting to announce

Shantibahini
kills 2 BDR

personnel

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 11:
Two BDR 80 . were
killed in an ambush by Shan-
tibahini men near Jinnahpara
BDR camp under Thanchi
Thana of Bandarban this

afternoon, security sources .

said. ;

‘Shantibahini fire
from hill- on a BDR pa-
trol team they were re-
turning to their camp on foot
from a tribal village. Naik
Asad Al Mollah and Lance
Naik Abdus Samad died oh
the spot and another BDR
man was in ]

Later, the insurgents fled
into deep forests in the face
of heavy resistance from the
BDR team.

The BDR patrol team went
to a Tripura village this
morning on receipt of in-
formation about Shan-
tibahini's at on the peo-

on Friday night following

villager's refusal to pay
tolls S

Last week also, one soldier
was killed in a sniper attack
by Shantibahini and with to-
day's casualty, the death toll
of security personnel in am-
bush Shantibahini in viola-
tion of the ceasefire in CHT
from August '92, rose to
seven, security sources said.

o e

y a goodwill match against

gfli Lagnka in Culqm&n on

. as a _gesture ol soli-

rity ‘with their southern
ned, ur.

ousands of fans in this

l:emin% cricket-made

is j

metropo ammed streets

— Star TV photo

| A grand opening for
cricket's biggest show

and marketplaces in search
of elusive tickets as gun-tot-

ing policemen threw a secu-
rity blanket around the sta-
dium.

The npeniﬁ ceremon
began on schedule at 6:0
pm (1230 GMT)} with the
entry of all the 12 participat-
ing teams in the stadium in
alphabetical order. led by
Mark Taylor's Australians.

The Pakistanis, seen on
Indian soil for the first time
in seven vyears, received
warm applause. But the
biggest cheers were reserved
for Kenya, making their
World Cup debut, and hosts
India.

Leading each of the con-
tingents were 12 top models

from India, dressed in tradi-

tional Indian costumes bear-
ing the national colours of
the respective countries. The
Indian team was led by cur-
rent Miss India Sandhya Chib.

After West Bengal Chief
Minister Jyoti Basu declared

See Page 12 col 8

Stop polls to avoid
civil war: Opposition

By Staff Correspondent

The three major opposi-

tion political parties yester-
day es deep concern
at the prevailing situation and

said that the country was
heading towards a “prolonged
civil war” just because of "one
person's greed for power.”
Briefing newsmen after a
meeting of the liaison com-
mittee of the three parties,
Awami League Organisin
Secretary Mohammad Nasi
however said, "fall of m
Khaleda Zia is now only a
matter of time. The whole
nation is counting the time."
The meeting was held late
last night at the Kalabagan
residence of Awami League
residium member Abdus
amad Azad. Abdus Samad
Azad, Tofael Ahmed and Mo-
hammad Nasim of AL,
Moudud Ahmed. Kazi Zafar
Ahmed and Anwar Hossain

‘Monju of Jatiya Party and Ali

Ahsan Mohammad Mujahid,

w.nml.n and Sheikh
All of Jamaat-e-Islami

attended the meeting.

The meeting observed
that the country would be
saved from the civil war only
if the "one-party farcical elec-
tion.” scheduled for February
15, is stopped "right now,”
Nasim said.

"This. election of vote rig-
ging should be stopped now
as not even one per cent of
the Pmé’h:- want it to be
held," added Nasim, former
Chief Whip of the Opposition
in the Parliament.

He said the Prime Minis-
ter in her recént speeches
had- written off the Opposi-
tion from politics, "but, she
du;:u not know tha;lt i:}:;.s. the
ruling party, not the Opposi-
Ll;nh at ha;hcm written off

the people.”

The meeting called upon
all the political parties in-
volved in the on-going
movement to sort out a bet-
ter coordination among
themselves to ensure a "zero
turnout” in the polling booths

on February 15.
See Page 12 col 7
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Ogmsiﬁoh urged to stop violence
BNP to start dialogue
after polls: B Chy

Prof A @ M Badruddoza
Chowdhury, Senior Vice-
Chairman of the ruling BNP

g:ntcrdly urged "the nproai-

rties to stop their
anti-election campaigns to
facilitate people to cast their
votes freely and fairly, re-
ports UNB.

Mdrtuinq “ ]prtﬂ-s con-
ference at a local hotel, the
former deputy leader of the
house hoped that good sense
would prevail on them to al-
low the people to exercise
thetr rights of franchise.

“The people must be al-
lowed to vote freely in the
interest of the country,
democracy and the Constitu-
tion,” Chowdhury said. .

He saild the ruling party
and others participating in
the election will suspend
their election rlﬂ!ﬁ:im}l 44
hours ahead of t

day. Likewise, he added, the”™

opposition parties should
n&p their anti-election cam-

palfll before Lthe votes

he BNFP leader told a
questioner that the tumout of
volers in the election would
be higher (L the position
cea their "acts ol violence
and terrorism.”

Asked what will be the fu-
ture of the country after the
election, he said: "Dialogue
would continue with the Op-
position to reach an agree-
ment to resolve the prob-
lem."

Commerce and Informa-
tion Minister M Shamsul Is-
lam, Infermation Secretary
Syed Amirul Mulk and Addi-
tional Home +« Secretary
Fayezur Rahman Chowdhury
were present at the press
conference.

“The BNF's is a democrat-
ically elected government
.and as such it has the moral
obligation to upheld the Con-
stitution.” Prof Chowdhury
said.

He blamed the three main
opposition parties the
Awami League, Jatiya Party
and the Jamaat — for resort-
ing to violence to resist the

5.
he

But the ment,
said, was lam all ble

measures to curb the vio-

—

lence for "a free and
fair election,
Repl to another ques-

tion. Commerce and Informa-
tion Minister Shamsul Islam

See Page 12 col 8
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Delhi to provide
SAARC nations

| l IE * IOM

on 1000 items
NEW DELHI, Feb 11: India
has drawn up an ambitious
agenda of offering tanff con- '
cessions on more than 1000
items this year to SAARC
member countries to accel-
erate the pace of establish-
ing the Sduth Asian Free
E’ﬁdt Area (SAFTA), reports
India will put forth this of-
fer formally at the forthcom-
ing meeting of the inter-gov-
ernmental group (IGG} of
seven-member SAARC coun-
iries— India. Pakistan., Sri
Lanka, Bangladesh, Nepal,
Bhutan and the Maldives— to
be held at Colombo next
month, according to senior
commerce ministry officials.
India will take two steps
forward to step up efforts
towards set up of SAFTA
if other SAARC member
countries take one step, the

See Page 12 col 7
Rule on govt for
detaining 16 JN

Hall students

By SC Correspondent

The High Court Division
yesterday directed the gov-
ernment to show cause today
as to why the detention of 16
students of the Jagannath
Hall .of Dhaka University
should not be declared ille-

gal. .

- The division bench of the
HC comprisi Justice Bi-
malendu Bikash Roy Chowd-
hury and Justice Md Abdul '
Mannan ugnn hearing 16
separate as corpus writ

| petitions fixed today for hear-

ing of the rule along with the
prayers for adinterim bail.

The Court also ordered
service of the rule upon the
government by special mes-
sengers.

Suvash Singha Roy, Vice-
President of Jagannath Hall

.Students’ Union, filed the pe-

titions on behalf of the de-
tenus Debashish Saha, Biplab
Kumar, Sanjoy Kumar, Bish-
-nupada Biswas, j Saha,
Footan Chandra Sutradhar,
Biplab, Nilmoni Singha, Alok
Kumar Mahim, Dilip Kumar

See Page 12 col 8
Hasina warns

govt of dire
consequences

Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina yesterday ac-
cused the Prime Minister of
pushing the country towards
conflicts and confrontation by
arranging a "farcical election”
in the month of Ramadan,
reports UUNB.

"An election, without the
participation of op tion
parties and the e, is not
an election at all and the par-
liament to be formed through
this election will have no le-

gality, pmgle will not accept
it," she said.

Addressing the City AL
leaders and party commis-
sioners at the party's Dhan-
mandi office, Hasina also
‘blamed the government for
deepening the crisis a
the path of solution.

Criticising the Prime
Minister for what she called
threatening the opposition
before holding this farcical
election, the AL chief Saigf
this cannot be the Iangunﬁ
demn-r:raci;. She warned t
the people had ousted this
type of 'autocratic’ govern-
ment.

Hasina alleged that the

overnment had resorted to
illing. torture and repres-

sion to hold this ‘one-party,
farcical election” to protect
its ill-gotten wealths. She

See Page 12 Col 3

2_4 vehicles damggﬁd
2 trainees on

polls duty
hurt in blast

By Staff Correspondent
Two officials of the Health

Ministry were injured when a
cocktail was hurled on them
while they were returning

after attending a (training
session on election duty at
the Residential Model School
at Mohammadpur in the city
yesterday.

Mizanur Rahman, 38, and
Sirajul Islam. 38, were in-
jured in hands and legs
when some unidentified -
sons hurled the cocktail at
about 2 pm, police said.

They were rushed to
nearby Suhrawardy Hospital.

Mohammadpur police,
however, said that no case
was lodged in this connec-
tion till late last L.

The office of the Free
Election Monitoring Alliance
(FEMA). a private polls ,moni-
toring body, also came under
bomb attack last night, said
witnesses. '

Feroz Hassan, sfgretary

ral of the FEMA,
0 The Daily Star last |
alleged that at least a

See Page 12 col ¥



