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Nature's Gift

Amidst gloomy news all around Petrobangla
brings good tidings for the nation from the Bay
of Bengal off Kutubdia. An Anglo-Dutch joint
exploration team has struck a large reserve of
natural gas - between two to three million cu-
bic feet — in the very first well it tried.
Although the formal announcement of the gas
find is still awaited. the International Stock
Market in London has duly been informed of
the discovery. The new find is definitely going
to prove a much-needed impetus to the coun-
try's economy.

Bangladesh has been one of the most
fortunate countries to have had a generous gift
of gas from nature. With the highest density of
| population in the world this country might
have denuded its forests and tree covers within
a short period had we not enjoyed the benefit
of natural gas in reasonable abundance. Now
the Bay of Bengal find gives us a further option
to replenish our stock. The use of gas should
constitute a dominant part of our energy policy.
That we have a good reserve of gas is no excuse
for neglecting the proper use of this natural
gift both at the macro and micro levels.

It is good to know that the memoranda of
understanding signed with the foreign private
| companies in the energy sector mostly seek to
set up gas based power plants. Similarly, a
wide-ranging use of gas in industries and
factories can be studied. If the cost of running
machines using gas is less than that of the
imported petroleum driven ones, we surely
know our option.

At the same time all types of wastage and
leakage — including the domestic one — will
have to be brought to the minimum. The
advantages of this precious natural commodity
must be fully explored to add to the benefits in
environmental terms. The country's fragile
environment can bé made sound and
sustainable if we are able to contain
deforestation by means of a wider use of gas in
place of wood as fuel.

Not Enough

The ISPR press release has been evidently
quite detailed about the purpose and back-
ground incidents relating to the Char Syedpur
raid. In fact, the elaborate description of the
hot chase given to the named terrorists leaves
nothing to be desired.

What we find missing in the press release,
however, is an adequate response to the
requirement of public information generated
by the misgivings expressed by the local
inhabitants about what happened in the ill-
fated Narayanganj village.

There have been accounts of witness,
narratives by some’ victims and photographic
| illustrations as well of the fall-out which could
not be brushed aside without raising an
eyebrow or two. In fact, one would have
thought that these provided some grounds for
an inquiry to be made departmentally into the
episode and appropriate corrective steps
taken against omissions and commissions, if
| any, to avert any recurrence in the future.

| To be very frank, we had expected the press
release to shed some light along those lines.
For what is involved here is not just the right
to public information — when something has
been evidently at variance with the normal
course of events — but also the principle of the
credibility of the Army as an institution which
must be preserved at any cost. And there is no
reason to regard these two principles as
mutually exclusive. So, more thought should
have gone into the making of the press release.

It goes some distance in clarifying the
position insofar as phrases like ‘a squad of the
joint force’ conducting the drive, local people
giving out names of terrorists or even the
expression of regrets to the villagers 'for their

essence it has skirted round the real point at
issue — redressal of a public grievance over
excesses committed.

Honesty Personified

It is one of those stories that strengthens
our belief in the goodness. of man. = =

A rickshawpuller finds a lady's hand-bag near
the Shishu Park, opens it, discovers a gold-bar
weighing about two ounces in it, and decides
then and there to return it to its legitimate
owner. His honesty has been unwavering from
the very outset otherwise he would not have
risked a public exposure with the precious
thing in his possession looking and perhaps,
yellin
“and claim it. None would present oneself. So,
without losing his wits, he goes straight to the
tRhamna Police station and deposits the gold bar

ere. .

A moral is thus powerfully transmitted to
the whole society:
honesty even under severe pressures of poverty
and hardship.

This is not the first time that a person on a
very low rung of the socio-economic ladder has
set a rare example of rising above the easy lure
of mammon. The rickshawpuller is the latest
among a few who have made it to that hall of
honour and have yet gone into oblivion. Only if
| the habitually corrupt amun§ the well-placed

and the affluent learnt a bit of moderation from
thgrgeuplﬂ of low means who show the way.

e ncksha\s&uller's spontaneous honest
stands out all the more because of the hi
incidence of extortion, snatching and fleecin
one has got accustomed to the civil life. Suc
people should not return from the doors of a
police station or any other governmental
authority without a suitable reward tucked into

his hands and his story arranged to be carried
through the media. | -

inconvenience' are concerned. Yet in the

One can pass the test of -

around for someone to come forward

HE Nature of Folly:
Barbara Tuchman, one
of the leading histori-

affS of recent years, captured
the perverse behaviour of
political leaders through the
course of history in her fam-
ous work, The March of Folly.
In this work she that:
'to qualify as folly, the pol-
must meet three criteria:

ic
X tved

it must have been
as counter product in its
own time, not merely b
hindsight. Secondly a feasib
cause of action must have
been available... third criteria
must be that the policy must
be that of a not an in- .
dividual 3
Tuchman goes on to talk
of perverseness of political
action as: ;
'Wooden-headedness, the
source of sell deception plays
a remarkably large role in
government. It consists in
a situation in terms
of preconceived fixed no-
tions, whilst ignoring or re-
jecting any contrary signs. It
is acting according to wish
while not allowing oneself to
be deflected by facts. All mis-
government is contrary to
sef interest in the long run
but actually strengthen a

temporarily. It quali-

‘fies as folly when it is a per-

verse sistence in a policy
demunrftinbl unmrhﬁz or
counter uctive.

Give or take the emphasis
one puts on one or the other
phrase in the above assess-
ment | cannot improve on
the words of Barbara Tuch-
man to describe the folly of
the ruling party in perversely
committing itself to a course
of action which is manifestly
contrary to its own interests.

A Strategy Gone Wrong

Many people believed that
at the last minute a settle-
ment would be worked out
which would b the oppo-
sition into the elections on
terms acceptable to them.
This view derived from the
assumption that the ruling

?art}r which came to power
hrough a contested election
would not compromise its

political Icgluml% by ntte:gl

to stay in
Enmlguncnnteut:d election.

Those of a more cynical mind
believed that the ruling party
would seek maximum poli-
tical advantage from keeping
the Opposition on the streets

for a year.
This assumption about the

behaviour of the ruling party
depended on the rationality
of the party in pursu-
ing its self-interest by em-
phasizing its legitimacy as an
ﬁlecttd nvca;m:nttl whlﬂlt
eeping the position a
state guf uncertainty. r_‘ll_glj'lt
upto the last moment. s
strategy was thus, by its na-
ture time bound. It held good
upto the time of an election
where all parties partici-
pated. This strategy becomes
perverse and hence con
to the self-interest of the rul-
ing party if it failed to bring
the E)%posmun into the elec-
tion. To be caught in such a
situation would thus appear
as an act of folly for a party
which has so far played its
cards quite carefully. It now
appears that the
has managed to throw away
much of its political advan-
tages deri from its legiti-
macy. How could Begum
eda Zia permit to
be trap in a political blind
alley where she is sacrificing
her party's representative
status in an election contest
with a bunch of nobodies
assembled for the otcasion,
whilst the country is in tur-
moil around her?

Legitimacy
It is here that the
perverse behaviour of the

ruling party originates in
their inability to recognise
the distinction between a
constitution and spirit of
the democratic process wh-
ich is desi to be upheid
by the constitution. st
the letter of the constitution
must, as far as ble, be
safeguarded, an
lightly, it must be sed
that it is not a holy book
which must be treated as
- sacrosanct. It is a document
written by human beings to

HE article 77 of the

constitution that rea-.

I;Ilﬂ "[?? (1) Pmt[:!ﬂmmjbt
may, aw, provide r
Estgbﬂsgnent of %IE Office
Ombudsman” provides for
establishment of the office of
ombudsman, but no such
office has yet been

"may” should be replaced by

the parliament.

FEﬂpll‘.‘. have been accusin
he governments of coul
have

by 1997 (or s

Deputy each for
Chit
and Sylhet. A

for the military

may likewise be appointed.

ate

m

Th

€
y cmpo

~ the candidacy

commitment to uphold the

not treated .

Office of O

established. | think the word
"shall" so that it is binding on

Had it been established
properly, the corruptions the

een minimised or re-
moved. For making the pro-
visions clear the article may
be revised and rewritten as —

(1} The parliament shall
c date to
be decided) provide for
establishment of indepen-
dent office of the ombudsman
composed of the Ombudsman
and at least one overall
Deputy and at least one
Dhaka,
ong, Khulna, Rajshahi

ty
establishment .

2) The Ombudsman and
his deputies shall be deter-
mined by the parlHament

wer and susiain repre-
sentative institutions opera-
ting under the rule of law. A
democratic process based on
representative government
de u providing our
citizens with the opportunity
to freely choose between
cuntmdllzg political parties
through the medium of the
ballot box. It is this right to
choose which disti
democratic governance from
an autheritarian system wh-
ere this right to choose is
compromised either
constitutional provision eor
electoral manipulation. Te
uphold the democratic

cess it is thus essential
citizens be able to choose
between a multiplicity of
credible contenders for state
power in order to decide who
represent them in Parlia-
ment. Unless the government
of the day can ensure that
these contenders actually
contest the election, thereby
giving voters a genuine
choice, the electoral process
cannot fulfil the precondi-

tions of m%u;
understood in !
times. A failure to the

democratic system work
through a process of con-
test elections thus frus-
trates the paramount

of a constitution ch is

ed to serve the demo-
mmﬂ.
There is no lack of con-

temporary historical exam-
ples of electiong, governed by

constitutional law, held
to endorse the rlﬁmt one
party, usually the ruling

party. to stay in power. In
such states, voters. some-
times a very large proportion
of them, tend to cast their
vote, perhaps even without
coercion or fraud, to endorse

by Rehman Sobhan

tlon, uncomfortable with the
decision of the Opposition to
resign from Parliament on 8
December 1994. In contrast,
ﬁlt Ba nde;}ﬂlh greeted
resigna the ngo
sition from the Sangsad in
'11,27 with WOH. This
. response

to m of 1987
and 1994 owed in no small
re to the fact that

Zia's mandate in the
Sangsad was deemed legiti-

. mate whilst that of the Jatiya
Party in the 1986 Sa
was deemed  to be il
mate because it was secured
by force and fraud in the

W'ﬂl _

sad
ti-

Khaleda Zia must

Begum

realise that whatever sympa-
thy she commanded
not just her own

also with non- san .
ple. due to her political m-
imacy,
mi the moment the first
ballot is cast on the 15th of

February, 1996. From the
16th of this month the BNP

legal
under the constitution, but it
will have transformed itself
into an unrepresen
ernment devoid of
legitimacy since it will re-
main in office without the
mandate
ercising their free choice be-
tween contending political
parties of consequence. The
ruling party
entertained the hope
one or another of the

but

will stand compro-

may be a government
ly cnl;lrllﬁd to hold office

tative -
poliu’g:l

ven by voters ex-

had at one stage
that

or at least some fac-

tion thereof, could be per-
suaded to join the election

-

- and hence remain open

regime may now be seen as a
legitimate act by many. All
laws and orders emacted by
such a regime or agreements
entered into by such a
regime may be deemed (o
lack a democratic mandate
to
challenge. Such a govern-
ment. in the absence of an
adequate mandate.
therefore be compelled to
become more dictatorial in
its modes of governance. In
such a situation, acts of civil

disobedience may command

immeasurably stronger moral

authority and political legit-
imacy than w it was di-
rected against a regime

deriving its authority from a
democratic mandate.

A politically delegitimised
regime in office after 15
F ary 1996 may therefore
have to be prepared for con-
tinuous ﬂ:wm resistance
whence the country may not
expect to enjoy a single day
free of tension. The notion
that a regime without a
credible electoral mandate
can in these cireumstances,

th eco-
nomic refm, tm up
administration or improve
law and order, remains
something of a delusion. Our
prospective Finance Minis-
ter, our aid donors, as well as
our business community may
ponder on the implications of
such a situation for the future

of economy. The government
mhﬂ attempt to suppress
challenges to its nullmrﬂ by
the increasing resort to force
by the state mac of law
and order. But such acts will
also weaken the authority
these institutions and further
compromise their credibility

may

mental shift in the position of
the ruling party by its accep-
tance of a solution outside
the letter of the constitution.

This shift of position by the
ruling party hrinﬂ it close to
the Opposition which always

argued that a solution outside
fgcﬂcmmtuﬂn;uhmuld be rea-
through tical agree-
ment. The principal point of
difference between the ruling
and Opposition parties re-
main over the issue of who
exercises executive powers.
The opposition has de-
manded that the powers
should be vested in the Advi-
su Cmn;:l’l, which should
a non partisan
person acceptable to both
executive has, so far, remai-
ned unacceptable to the
ruung . who insisted on
the P nominated Presi-
dent exercising this role. In
this respect the rul
has been consistent -
out all the . from
Ninian's time onward, that
the Chhi:ifrﬂxacuﬁ;:hcmuﬂ be
from their party. opposi-
tion has been equally consis-
tent in its demand for having

a non party as prime
minister or Cdevhnr
A suggested
Compromise
My own sug-
E::Ildmbe {grt tli:;hw th‘:
a
the President be designated
as the Chief Executive and
chairman of the Adwvi
Council. However at the
meeting of the Advisory

the President should
delegate all his executive

gmun to one member of the
ouncil who will chair all
meetings of the Council in
the name of the President.

The constitutional validity of an electoral process, the fact of casting the vote, its size or even the freedom
to cast a vote, is not enough to provide democratic legitimacy to the electoral process, if in fact, voters
have not been able to effectively choose between more than one party through the polling process.

of the ruling

y. However, the constitu-
ional validity of an electoral
process, the fact of casting
the vote, its size or even the
freedom to cast a vote, is not

enough to provide demo-
cratic legit to the elec-
toral ., if in fact, vot-

ers have not been able to ef-
fectively choose between
more than one party through
the polling process. Thus,
the contemporary trend of
democratic evolution in post-
Socialist Europe, Latin Amer-
ica, Africa, South and East
Asia has been built around
the establishment of the
principle of the multiplicity
of choice for voters. A émra
ernment which is elected to
office

choice to vote b
parties is reco
F:ublc‘g representative of the
electorate and to have thus
earmmed the mandate to rule
for the ovided un-
der its constitution. If such a
leader and/or party does not

derive its t to rule from a
freely given vote in a con-
tested election, then, under
the now almost universally
accepted rules of the demo-
cratic process, such a regime
forfeits its political legi

even though it may. within
the letter of its constitution,
be legally entitled to hold of-

fice. |
Zia's ascent to the
goa on of Prime Minister of
an%lﬁicsh in March 1991

BNP's assumption of
power was in many ways

spent nine

unique. Hnﬂnﬁ
years in opposition, the BNP
contested - its political rivals
through, what was deemed
all, to be our most free an
fair election, sinceé the emer-
gence of Bangladesh and
emerged as the party with
the largest number of seats in
the Jatiya Sangsad. It was
:huu the pmccsah of gllt-n! :::ﬁr:j:-
ng to power through credi-
ble elections u\:hi% ave the
n party the cy to
state power ~for the
last five years and to indeed
face up to the political chal-
lenges to it was ex-

ﬁmd over the last two years.
is legitimacy. earned by

the ruling party, made many
people, even am

- from among those qualified

for be appointed as Judge
of the Supreme Court and
rmmm&d by the Head of
the: Geovernment (in
Parliamentary system, the
Prime ‘Minister) or the Head
of the State for.a term of
four/five years, with provision
for reappointment for a sec-
ond term. They can be re-
‘moved from office the same
way as a judge of the supreme

(3) The officials and em-
loyees of the office of the
udsman other than the

deputies shall be appointed
by the Ombudsman
by e according

14) The Ombudsman and
his Deputies shall not- be
quali to run for - office
in the election within 3 years
after cessation from office.

(5) The Ombudeman can

resi ‘writing under his
nngdn.- ?ﬂlﬂtﬂlﬂtd' to. the
ident,

“(6) Any vacancy of the
Ombudsman shall be filled
within ‘three months.

(7) The office of the
Ombudsman shall have the
following powers, functions,
and dutles :

be

through a freely given
between com-

pressurise
. candidates to stand

t those

-sympathetic to the Opposi- o

i

thereby giving it a semblance
of crzlbihlz‘ But, quite re-
markably, there was no bre-
ach in the ranks of the major
or even smaller ‘respectable’
opposition parties in their
decision to stay away from an
election held under the office
of the ruling party.

No one in their right
mind, including the ruling
party, believes that the in-
significant political parties
made up of suborned nonen-
tities who are contesting the
present election, constitute a
choice for the electorate. Not
one of these parties is ca-
pable of securing their de-

asit in any constit in a
p:'luua election. Wclmml}f thus
to the absurd sit-

uation, gs happened in 1988,
when fhe government may
have to manipulate the vote
or their arty
e in
order to ensure that some
; n’' es are rep-
resented in the next Jatiya
Sangsad after the 15 February

A
mand
legitimac

which thus cem-
an almost unique

to be in office
from 1991 to 1996 will, as of
15 February. have sacrificed
its democratic mandate. Alre-
ady some 48 BNP candidates.
many of them ministers, have
been deemed elected without
contest to the next Parlia-
ment. Who do these people
represent but themselves
since not one vote was cast in
their favour to place them in
the sad ? Unlike ‘regi-
mes which derive their
power from the barrel of a
gun and retains it as long as
it has guns to back them, a
regime which earns the right
to exercise power through
contested elections can only
retain it through another
such credible contestéd election.

This proposition applies
whether the present regime
persuades 1 % or 31 % of the
voters to go to the polls on
15, February. Political legit-
imacy is not a numbers game
but derives from a fully and
freely contested election.
Thus, once a democratic
regime loses its rcg::s:ntm

tive status, it di
ed to any form of éﬁca&(
lenge
an

that may be devised h_',:

ugﬂf_ ds ce resis-

t egitimised

with the public. The recent
barbarous behaviour of our
law enforcing a s In Ja-
ath Hall and in Char Sye-
pur in Narayanganj, which
have served to scredit
these institutions in the eyes
of the pmfl: by resurrecting
images of 1971, may today be
covered by some f leaf of
democratic authority. After
15 February such acts will be
classifiable as il te and
nn{ successor regime will
feel*free to take action agai-
nst those responsible for
such assaults on the civil
rights of our citizens.
Can the March of Folly be
Averted ?

The hazards attendant on
the present regime's persis-
lence with the self-defeating
folly of going ahead with the
15 February election, in the
name of upholding the con-
stitution, are thus clear

. That a regime which
came to office five years ago
with an extraordinary
of legitimacy should today
expose not just itself, but the
democratic process, to such
a grave threat appears per-
verse, because, according to
the definition of Barbara
Tuchman, a feasible alterna-
tive course of action is avail-
able to them. I spell out be-
low such a feasible course for
the ruling party which may
serve their self interest
rather better than their pre-
sent march of folly.

Begum Khaleda Zia can
today invite the opposition
to participatiori in the elec-

tion by making a fractional-
shift in-her s latest po-
litical position. The ruling

party has now accepted what
it once denied, that the

- constitution can be breached

by vesting executive powers
in the President 'of the repu-
blic, following the resigna-
tion of the Prime Minister
and her cabinet. The rulin
party has agreed that the
President can rule through
an advisory Council made up
of members nominated in
equal ' proportion by each
side. is latest proposal
offered to the Opposition by
the BNP negotiators during
the negotiations, held at the
residence of the US amba-
ssador, représents a funda-

by Mustafizur Rahman

(a) Investigate on its own,
or on complaint by any per-
son, any act or omission of
any public official, employee,

office or agency, when such
act or omission appears to be
1u=ﬂ?1. unjust, improper, or
inetlicient. ;
(b) Direct, upon com-
plaint or at its own instance,
any public official or em-
ployee of the Government, or
any subdivision, Cy or in-
strumentality thereof, as well
as of any government-owned
or controlled corporation
with original charter, to per-
form expedite any act or
duty required by law, or to
stop, prevent, and correct

any abuse or impropriety in
thg performance of ?&ﬂu

(c) Direct the officer con-
cerned to take appropriate
action against a public official
or mﬁgyee at fault, and rec-
ommend his removal, sus-
pension, demotion, fine, ten-
sure, or prosecution, and en-
sure compliance therewith.

(d)} Direct the officer con-
cerned., in any appropriate
case, and subject to such
limitations as may be pro-
vided by law, to furnish it

with copies of documents re-
lating to contracts or trans-
actions entered into by his
office involving the disburse-
ment or use of public funds
or properties, and report any
irregularity to the
Commission on Audit for ap-
propriate action.

(e) Request any govern-
ment agency for assistarice
and information necessary in
the discharge of its respon-
sibilities, and to examine, if
necessary, pertinent records
and documents.

(f) Publicize matters cov-
ered by its investigation
when circumstances so war-
rant and with due prudence.

(g) Determine the causes
of inefficiency, red tape,
mismanagement, fraud, and
corruption in the
Government and make rec-
ommendations for their elim-
ination and the observance of

standards of ethics and

hi
tﬂ%?irmty

(h) Promulgate its rules of
procedure and exercise such
other powers or perform
such functions or duties as
may be provided by law

Thlt:cchﬂlrper
to be a highly respected 4
son, acceptable to both :i'gﬁ
and with some authority to
act boldly and fairly in a
highly tense situation. In
such a critical moment, in
the months prior to the
election, it is almost absurd
to think that a person whose
non partisan credentials
could constantly be under
challenge in the Advisory
Council, could provide the
authority to see us through a
free and fair election.

If - Khaleda Zia ac-
cepts that it is to her advan-
tage to make such a states-

manlike offer to the -
tion in order to ‘hr!ngp m
she

into the election’ thHen

should do so through a formal
communication to the leader
of the Opposition within the
next 48 hours. Many a crisis
has been averted around the
world. and even in our land
because good sense prevailed
even as the pelitical' clock
stood at one minute to mid-
night. If a publicly pro-
claimed a ment, can be
reached, in principle, be-
tween the two leaders, the
negotiating team from both
sides may then instantly draft
a resolution requesting the
Chief Election Commissioner
for a postponement of the

election upto haps the
end of April. !nrectﬂd ., a

.refergnce may ~ be jointly
made the [ and
Dppa:g,iql. mﬂmw the

President, to the ate
Division, to secure a judicial
mandate to this agreed de-
viation from the constitution
as to the election ddte and
even the issue of executive
power. Other ground rules
over such issues as the
of the Advisory Council, its
role and membership, or the
composition of the Election
Commission, may be'quickly
worked out by negotiation
once this basic eement
over the leadership of the
Advisory Council is ted
by both sides. To the extent
that both sides will have a
mutual interest in an early
election, they may invest
some urgency into the con-
clusion of such negotiations.
The proposal made above
may appear problematic to

- Thoughts on Constitution of Bangladesh — IV
mbudsman, PSC and Accountability of Public Servants

(8) The Ombudsman and
his Deputies, as protectors of
the people shall act promptly
on complaints filed in any
form or manner against pub-
lic officials or employees of
the government, or an subdi-
vision, agency or instrumen-
tality thereof. including gov-
ernment-owned or con-
trolled corporations., and
shall, in appropriate cases
notify the complainants of
the action taken and the re-
sult thereof,

(9) The Office of the
Ombudsman shall enjoy fiscal
autonomy. [ts approved an-
nual appropriations shall be
automatically and regularly
releases.

(10} The Ombudsman
all prepare and annual re-
part concerming the dis-
charge of his function and
such report shall be laid be

fore Parliament

PSC (Part IX Chapter

Il, article 138 section (1))

Aflter the Word President
the colon shall be removed

and the words on the rec
ommendation of the Prime
Minister shall be inserted

]

= e —

March of Folly : Can it be Averted?

constitutional purists who

believe that avoiding a consti-
tutional crisis through hold-
ing an election 15 Febru-

ary should be given priority
over restoring peace to the
land. To the extent that a
constitution is designed to
lay out the ground rules for
the functi of a demo-
cratic process, it strikes me
that the consequential crisis
in the working of our none
too robust democratic sys-
tem, arising out of our
commitment to uphold the
constitution. defeats the very
objectives for which the
1972 constitution was de-
signed. To expose the coun-
try to a state of political civil
war, the economy to severe
instability and society to the
un of a tension rid-
den future, seems too heawy a
price to pay for pre

constitutional propriety. In
such circumstances the very
fear that an adjustment in the
constitution to resolve the
crisis, could lead to anarchy,
could become its own self
fulfilling prophecy in an envi-
ronment where our institu-
tions of government stand

compromised and the
timacy of the nt
is being chall :
The s stions indicated

above would have to be acted
upon instantly, since each
day upto the 15th precipi-
tates new events on t
which further vitiates
the environment for an
agreement between bot
sides. Right now the ball is
with the ruling party. They

have to make the critical de-
cision which can bring the
Oy : into the election
since it is the ruling party,
more than any other, who
will face a transformation in
their itical fortunes once
th? timise themselves.
Indeed after the 15th of
Februa

party

. even if the ruling
ers to negotiate a
constitutional compromise
with its opponents, its politi-
cal authority now derived
from a non-participative elec-
tion, in such a negotiation
will be immensely weaker
than it was when it com-
manded its legitimacy from a
democratic mandate earned
through a contested election.
The rising costs of this
unresolved crisis and its at-
tendant risks to her party's
political fortunes should by
now have been t to the
attention of Begum Khaleda
Zia by her own party mem-
bers, since it is also to their
advantage to deflect her from
the march of fglg to which
her party is steadfastly com-
mitted. Some people in the
Opposition may, in the ab-
sence of noticeable effort
by her own side to alert the
Prime  Minister, deem my
atuitous advise to her as a
emonstration of naive folly.
would be quite happy to

let ruling party ‘continue
its march of folly upto 15
February after which the in-
cumbent regime: would ex-
pose itself to all the pre-
dictable and some of the un-
ctable consequences of
their delegitimised status. At
this critical juncture in our
nation's history it may be ar-
gued that some statesman-
ship is also required of the
tion. At the erid of the

day, the co uences of
this march um%y will not
limit itself to the ruling party

but could impose no less se-
vere costs on the opposition.

However it is the ordinary
citizens who will face the
consequences of the spread
of anarchy which follows in
the wake of the depreciating

authority of a government

- which has compromised its

legitimacy. Such a develop-
merit could raise serious

problems for the sustainabil-
ity of our increasingly d -
ciated democratic insﬂtu-
tions. This is not a prospect
which any Bangladeshi. im-
bued with the spirit of the
liberation struggle, could
contemplate with any sense
of indilfference, in this our
twenty fifth-year of indepen-
dence.

Today's regular column
On the Record by SAMS
Kibria will appear tomo-
Tow.

The following paragraph shall
be replaced with a paragraph

that will read "provided that
at least one member of a
commission shall be a person
who is considered to have
expertise in human resource
development. technological
development and economic

management

Accountability of Public
Servants
There mav be incorpo

rated an article as Public
Office is a public trust. Public
servariis and employees muist
al all times be accountable to
the people. serve them with
utmost responsibiiity n

tegrity. loyalty and efficiency

act with patriotism and jus

tice and lead modest lues ™

Tomerrow : Local Self-

Government




