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AL rally today

By Staff Correspondent
The Awami League will
hold a rally at Bangabandhu
Avenue at 3 pm today
protesting. "the attacks by
police and ruling party” ac-

tivists on opposition rallies in

the city yesterday. The rally
will be held also to press the
demands for the resignation
of the Prime Minister, can-
cellation of the February 15
elections and holding elec-
- tions under a neutral care-

taker government. A proces-
sion will also be brought out
after the rally.

Newsman
assaulted

SAVAR, Feb 10: Moham-
mad Shamsuzzaman, local
correspondent of UNB news
agency, was assaulted by
some extortionists at Savar
bazar on Friday afternoon.
Two identified extortionists
including Javed Mostafa, 35,
beat the newsman when he
refused to pay them toll.
They also snatched away his
camera. Later., police ar-
rested Mostafa and recovered
the camera from his house.

Petrol pumps, ban ks,
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An Awami League procession passing through Sobhanbagh area violating bectmn 144
as police looks on (Top) and police lobbed tear gas shells to disperse the activists in the

area yesterday afternoon.
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'~ Militant Opposition ac- -

arkets set al‘)laze

By Staff Correspondent

At least 100 people were
injured, two banks, five
petrol pumps and two super
markets were torched and a
number of shops, restaurants
and wvehicles damaged
or burnt as opposition ac-
tivists clashed with police in
the city yesterday.

Amidst tightened security
and ban on rallies and pro-
cessions in particular areas of
the city, the three major op-
position political es at-
tempted to go ead with
their planned march to the
Prime Minister's residence.

‘Violence erupted when po-

lice stopped the Opposition
activists from marching to-
wards the PM's residence, by
putting barricades at differ-
ent strategic points.

Among the injured. two
were hit by bullets while a
foreign female journalists was
siruck by a brickbat. The
bullet-injured were identified
as Ali Hussain, driver of
Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina's j : and Hedaetul-
lah, a . Maya Vidon, a
Hong Kong-based French free
lance reporter, was injured
in the forehead when hit by a
brickbat after 'Russel Square'.
Police rounded up 12 people
from the trou spots.

The AL could not hold its
planned rally at Manik Miah

Avenue as the area came un-

der the ban. The JP and Ja-

maat rallies at the Panthapath

and at Moghbazar Crossing

respectively did not come
er the ban.

Bomb explosions by oppo-
sition activists and firing of
rubber bullets and lobbying of
tear gas shells by police
started when a pre-march
rally of the AL was going on at
Russel Square and party chief
Sheikh Hasina was about to
reach the venue at around

tivists locked into pitched
battles for about two hours in
Dhanmondi, Sobhanbagh.
Panthapath, Shukrabad, 1-
abagan, Asad Gate, Green

ad and Farmgate arean

ﬂ\rcr 50 penpl: were in
jured during the clashes at
Square and in the sur-

areas. :
Police fired rubber bullets
and lobbed over 100 tear gas
shells to disperse the o
sition activists, who to
advance ht:mrd: m Mia
Avenue cor-
dons near Emhlmndl Gov-
ernment Buys High School
and
The actlviatu wielding
sticks, defied police warn-
ings and started removing
the barricades. Immediately,
police started lobbing tear
s shells and firing rubber
from the other side of
the fences.

The activists retaliated by
.I:urlin mcktaﬂ;t:ln‘:jﬂ brick-
ats. ice water
lo diaperlc.g:m.
Ayesha Filling Station and
Mohammadi Super Market at
Sobhanbagh, a Janata Bank

See Page 12 col 7

Licence of __f;ozen food firm cancelled

3 US cos demand over

$1m demurrage

By Inam Ahmed and R M Titumir

The government has can-

celled the export licence of a

frozen foods exporting firm,

Aqua Foods Lid for shipment
of low quality shrimps to the

USA and has referred the

case to the Anti-Corruption

Bureau.
The Commerce Ministry
took the decision in the last

week of January to save the
country's second largest ex-
port earning sector from a

sible ban in the US mar-
et, according to a ministry

source here.

The export impert direc-

torate in Chi ng has al-

ready cancell the export

certificate of Aqua Foods Ltd

and the rt Promotion
Bureau (EPBJ} has neotified the
Bangladesh Bank and the

Anti-Corruption Bureau to
take action .
Frozen Foods
Association
as also decided not to issue
export certificate for any
consignment of Aqua Foods, a

- source said.

The issue, arising
complaints lodged b
rters — Clouston
oup. Ocean Garden
Sea Foods
frozen food

(FFEA)

out of

US im
Foods Gr
Products and Ke
— has threa
export from

The Prime -
retariat, the Commerce Iﬂn
ry, the US Embassy in
Dhaka and %:_m
in ngton
contacted the EPB for set-
tiement of the issue which is
being viewed as critical

adesh

the future of frozen food ex-
port from Bangladesh.

Representatives of the
three com es also came to
Dhaka to settle their claims
and had a series of talks with
the EPB and the FFEA.

The three US companies
have claimed demurragrc of
10.57.601 US dollars from
Aqua Foods Itd. Clouston
Foods Group claimed
2.74,945 dollars, Ocean Gar-
den Products 5,02,920 dol-
lars and Key Sea Foods
2.79,736 dollars.

After receiving the com-

aints, the EPB had asked

to settle the .is-
sue through a joint survey
with the importers. But Agua
Foods wanted to settle the is-

Emh#limlﬂ

$50m WB credit
for agri research

By. Staff Correspondent

The World Bank (WB) has
approved a 50 million US
ars credit for B desh
Agricultural Research Man-
:f:mant Project on Frida
med at transferring agricul-
tural technology to farmers,
says a Bank press release.

The project's DMI
are to increase the y
of the national agriculture re-
search system and generate
profitable, relevant and sus-
tainable agricultural tech-
nologies for the fisheries,
livestock and forestry sec-
tors. .

The fund available for the
soft loan window of the WB,
the International Develop-
ment Association (IDA), will
work towards rehabilitation
and construction of new labo-

ratory., procuring equipment
and logistics.

The project also aims at
providing adequiate upu‘.tlng
costs, researchers to
manage resources and re-.
{ spond to farmer's needs

and broadening
|lheﬂnnlmh-unfrmrch

Blasts mark PM's rally
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in Rajshahi: One k]]led

RAJSHAHI, Feb 10: One
policeman was killed in bomb
explosions and over 50 peo-
ple, including five policemen
and four journalists were in-

jured as Opposition activists

clashed with police and BDR
during and prior to the
Prime Minister's election
meeting at Madrasha Maidan
in the hartal-bound city to-

Babul Akhtar, 26, and four
other constables ,.were in-

jured when Opposition ac-

tivists blasted scores of hand
bombs about 100 yards from

Anarchists will
be punished
after polls: PM

RAJSHAHI, Feb 10: Prime
Minister and BNP chairper-
son Begum Khaleda Zia today
renewed her party's com-
mitment to dmtﬂpmtnt and
democracy, saying “we'll
strive to ensure overall de-
velopment and the parlia-
mentary system of govern-
ment will continue,” reports
UNB.

"We have plugged the pos-
sibilities of I:llegal and Pl?l‘l—
constitutional takeovers by
the 12th amendment of the
Constitution in 1991. None

See Page 12 Col 1

World cricketing
gala opens today

From Our Correspondent

the dais minutes into the
Prime Minister's address.
Babul Akhtar later died at the
Rajshahi Medical College
Hospital.

According to witnesses, a
BNP leader on the dais then
started a ‘'munajat’ to cool
down thé situation but scared
people started fleeing.

The BDR then swung into
action, fired at least 30 shots
and resorted to indiscrimi-
nate beating, injuring four lo-
cal journalists among others.

he Prime Minister and
BNP chief who is contesting
from Rajshahi Sadar con-
stituency in the parliamen-
tary polls continued her ad-
dress but the meeting virtu-
ally termed into a party rally.

The journalists injured in
the beating are: Yasmin Kabir
Joy of Janakantho, Saiful Is-
lam of Banglar Bani, Tarek
Rahman Kallol of The Inde-

ndent and Salahuddin of

ainik Sonali d. a local
daily. Yasmin's left hand was
fractured, it has learnt.

Residents around the
meeting venue alleged that
BDR personnel entered their
houses and beat them up.

At the Ghoshpara crossing
about 200 yards from the
meeting venue, several
bombs went off moments be-
fore the Prime Minister
started her address. An on-

" Tapan Majumder from Calcutta
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The sixth cricket World
Cup gets off to a pompous
g toda,jr in the Indian

Ay alcutia, .

Millluna of television
viewers will witness the in
augural spectacle live while
only about 100,000 privi-
leged spectators shall be pre-
sent at the bejewelled Eden
Garden stadium.

Nine test playing coun-
tries and three qualifiers will
battle out for a month from
February 14 for the coveted
title of world champions.

The seventy five minute
lon opening ceremony
would be a %rand display of
pomp endour and
pageantry ut little informa-
tion is divulged by Gianfranco
Lunetta, the Italian director
of the whole show, and Jag-
mohan Dalmiya, the con-
venor-secretary of PILCOM,
The whole show is bein
kept top secret. But.two Cal-
cutta scribes have managed
to procure the secret
blueprint of the whole show.
The name of the ltalian im-
age consultant Half Moon is
embossed in golden letters

on the file which we have
managed to obtain. From this

blueprint, we find that
Lunetta has visualised the

whole stadium as a big flower.

Former Miss Universe,
Sushmita Sen will be the
main attraction of the lavish
show. Sayeed Jaffrey will play

"the- role of the snoderator.

Lata M hkar, the meiody
queen. will not sing as was
said earlier. But her sister.
the evergreen Asha Bhosle
will render a hymn from
'Upanishada’. Current Miss
India Sandhya Chib will lead

the Indian squad. Other

Bangladesh Television

and Prime Sports will
telecast live the opening

ceremony beginning at

6:30 pm (BST) today.

duty police havilder Kazim,
an eight-year old boy Shithil
and a pedestrian Abdul Kud-
dus were injured in the bomb
blasts, according to the wit-
nesses.

Shithil's right leg was
blown off while one hand and
one leg of Kuddus were burnt
in the massive bomb attack
by the election-boycotting
Opposition activists.

Of the injured. four per-
sons were admitted to the
Rajshahi Medical College
Hospital. Most of the injured

See Page 12 Col 2
Arrives at
Sirajganj
amid protests:
Hartal today

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Feb 10: Pri-
me Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia arrived here tonight
for her electioneering tour in

~ the district where the major

Opposition has called a dawn-
to-dusk hartal tomorrow to
protest the PM's visit.

BDR and riot police have
been deployed at different
spots including the Circuit
House, where the PM would
stay, and at the Government

See Page 12 Col 1

teams will be led by eleven
top Indian models. A source
disclosed that the costumes
of opening ceremony are de-
signed by Sanchﬁeta Azzam-
pur. Tanushree Shankar's
troupe will comprise five
hundred and forty ballerinas
apart from 1500 school girls.

Here is the planned
schedule of the inaugural
ceremony. The time is given
in Bangladesh Standard

See Page 12 Col 3

100 more 1njured in
pre-polls violence

By Staff Correspondent

At least 100 people were
injured in clashes between
pro and anti-election activists
and other incidents of
violence in differemt parts of
the country yesterday.

Residences of two promi-
nent BNP leaders in Chit-
tagong and the Mayor of
Khulna came under bomb at-
tack and some candidates
were manhandled and their
election-projections meet-
i foilled and cam of-
I‘E torched or damp:jg?d on
the day.

Our Staff Correspondent
from Chittagong reported
that anti-polls activists hur-
led bombs at the residence

.of a BNP leader Golam Akbar

Khandker at around 7:15 pm
injuring his eight-year-old
son

Khandker, unofficially
elected uncontested from
Chittagong-6. was not at ho-
me when three bombs were

thrown inside his residence.

Cocktails were reportedly
hurled at the vehicles of
Morshed Khan, also unoffi-
cially elected uncontested
from Boalkhali, when he was
returning home from
Boalkhali.

Police said, seven bombs
were hurled at the residence

* of former BNP MP L K Sid-

diqui at Sitakund.

An election camp of Col
[Retd)] Farukur ahman,
Freedom Party leader, was
burnt at the Alankar Cinema

Lruaﬂr;g
atikchhari anti-polls
activists attacked a HNP
candidate's election camp
and a local cinema hall in
Nagzirhat.

At west Patiya, United
Democratic Front candidate
Abul Kalam Azad was as-
saulted and his election tarnp
was set on fire.

See Page 12 Col 3

100 hurt

LONDON, Feb 10: More
than 100 people were in-

| jured yesterday evening when

a bomb ripped through of-

| fices in the prestigious
| Docklands office develop-

ment in East London minutes
after an [IRA statement, re-
ports Reuter.
B g B
wi

were shattered in scores of
other offices and nearby
homes.

The powerful blast came

just minuties after ireland's

semi-state radio sajd it had
received a statement from

the Irish Republican Arm
(IRA) saying its 17-mont
easefire was over.

The IRA later formally
lnmed responsibility

ltuidm:mded
umm
t it had carried out

in a under-
of a six-storey

mmd
biock jeft
" Badly burt
the full
appeared

tﬂlﬂlh

100 wounded
hurt. Two
were police

od far

aﬂlm-
of the

worse than originally feared.
Twisted Slpcn {:rumhled
bndlydlmgecgl aﬁ.rldl:;mm i
b ngs near
Wharf Tower, Britain's
tallest high rise in London's
Dockiands, littered streets.
Six of the 36 people hos-
pitalized were in a serious
condition, the Ro London
tal said, a middie-
man was cﬂtlul.
The 7 (1900 GMT)

blast shattered windows

nearly half a mile (1 km)
from the rail line near South
train station, and caused
willions of pounds worth of

T‘hc 'IRA statement said
regrettable injuries’ had oc-
curred but these could have
been avoided f security

forces had acted umptl]r
‘on r.:lur and lpecig::

Irish Radio and Television
(RTE) received a warning
from the IRA an hour before
the blast yesterday saying
that its ceasefire was over
because of deadlock in the
Northern Ireland peace pro-
cess.

Britain today chalienged
the IRA's political wing

Fein to condemn the massive
London blast.

British and Irish politi-
cians pledged to conatinue
with the search for peace but
struggled to find a way for-
ward after the IRA abruptly
called off its truce and
blamed London for stalling
talks. .

In an unusuall ltrurﬁl
worded message iz-
abeth said lhl‘: was shocked
and saddened at what she
called a ‘sickening act of vio-
lence’.

Sinn Fein leader Gerry
Adams called for an urgent

as huge IRA bomb wrecks London office block

talks with the British and
irish governments, but both

sides said his crmq was .

now at stake.
Adams had called the

White House in Washington
lhurtly before the blast, say-

he had ‘dist news,’
bu wmdeulll.m

nn Fein was the po-
litical party not te mn
the bombing, which alled
IRA frustra with a y
stalemate over Britain's insis-
tence that rillas should
hand over their s be-

fore the start of full-scale
peace talks.

One killed 1n
Narayangan]
gunfight

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGAN.J. Feb 10: A
bv stander was killed and 20
others were injured in an
hour-long gunfight between
two rival groups this evening
in Boubazar area under
Narayanganj thana.

Abbas (26). a construction
worker. died on the spot
after being hit during the
crossfire.

Police opened firg (¢
bring the situation under
control. Five persons were
arrested from the spot.

Abbas was working on “the
roof of a house in the area at
the time. His body has been
sent to the Narayanganj Gen-
eral Hospital for autopsy.

At least 20 persons were
injured in ‘the clash and
ensuing police action,
witnesses said.

Meanwhile, the arrested

See Page 12 col 7

.Radio, TV now
to announce
only final

polls results

By Staff Correspondent

Unlike in previous pollsy
the state-owned radio and
television will directly an-

nounce the final election re-
sult of each constituency,
avoiding detailed announce-
ments, Election Commission
(EC) sources said.

The decision was taken by
the Election Commission
Secretariat in view of the on-
going political situation and
also ause of the month of
Ramadan. the sources said.

In the past, Bangladesh
Television (BTV) and the
Radio Bangladesh used to set
up their camps at the EC and
every development regardi
the results was announce
Hrngrtssivﬂ}r by the EC of-

ce. the sources said.

But this year, only the final
results of every constituency
would be declared by the
state-owned media.

"What will happen is after
we compile the final results

See Page 12 col 8
Haji Alim
killing: None
arrested yet
By Staff Correspondent

None was arrested in
connection with the murder
of ward commissioner in the
city even after two days of the
killing yesterday, according
to thana sources.

Meanwhile, tension was
prevailing in Lalbagh and its
adjoining areas yesterday as
the supporters of late ward
commissioner Haji Abdul
Alim staged demonstration in
different parts of the locality.

In the afternoon, a few
rounds of nshots were
fired which sparked panic in
the area — speci around
Killarmor. Incident of vio-
lence. was also reported In
Chawkbazar area.

Hafi Alim, 38, ward
commissioner of the Dhaka
City Corporation, was shot

by a group of local mus-
clmm%n:hﬂmm
Lalbagh were inves-

tigat the kiling and
:ﬁldn:t:gd a mnnhunt'polioe



