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Whom shall I elect Lo

By Govinda Shil and Rnﬂq Hnun hlck from Dinajpur

"“Whom shall | elect ?° said

a shop-owner, Momiuul Hug

at Tetulia in Dinajpur district.

"I have no choice bccault
the opposition political
ties have boycotted ht
election)’ he said whrn
asked about the ensuing par-
liamentary election.

About voters turnout lgec
ulations by the ruling BNP
and the Opposition are wide
apart. The ruling lead-

ers in Dinajpur 40 to

50 per cent turnout while
those of the tion say it
will be 10 to 15 per cent.

"l don't expect evem 20
r cent,” said Ahsan Habib
ulbul who withdrew as an
independerit candidate from
Thakurgaon-3 constituency.
Habib told these corre-
spondents that he withdrew
because he thought the
February 15 election would
be 'meaningless for the coun-
try and for democracy as
well”.
"l hope 40 to 50 lgt:r cent
voters wﬂ] exercise their vot
ing rights," said Dnctnr
Malek. a BNP candidate from

Thaku n-3.
Malek, 60, who joined
BNP recently, while talki

to The Daily Star claim
that people of his con-
stituency were enthusiastic
about the election.”

Mirza Rafiqul Islam, an
Awami League ‘leader and
president of Thakurgaon Bar
Association claimed that the
‘oters turnout would not be

more than

siastic abou

this ime it has became quite
disc

which has no
level committees to

the election”, said S M . :_
Hoque, acting president o

th':anuy- h.rt]r in Thakur-

gaon district. He ukfthll JP
was holding

at the unlm am:l
to convince the

former
from Dinajpur alleged that
the AL, JP, and Jamaat-e-Is-
lami were t:j'lng to mislead
the innocert voters

spiracy
be successful.” Khurshid Za-
han asserted

perelly en

"People are
electhm hut

to them."
There is no instance’ of

such an uncontested election
in
ad
owed Ershad's 1988 elec-
tion.”

League
at

against the

" lslam said
overshad-

he coun
"this

Rafiqu! said Awami
was

the grass-roots level
election”.
"BNP is a city-based party
ass-rools

not to
tuthc centres. “In
gml;thuu [ can say, less
0 per cent vote will be

caat he said.

President of Thakurgaon

Press Club, Akhter Hossain

Raja said that Peuplc of Tha-
k were disappointed”
with the activities
ruling

nomina
in the election, he

of the
. The BNP has
fertilizer dﬂ]ﬂ‘l

Khurshid Zahan a
parliament mem r

"No con-
aﬁimt election will

adding “If

SIB introduces senes
of new schemes

By Staff Correspondent

Social Investment Bank
(SIB) will introduce a number
of new’ schemes includin
concessional financing o
consumer durables for newly
married couples and fixed
income groups and shelter
finance for the first home
OWNETS,

Chairman of the joint-ven-
ture Islamic Shariah-based
Bank Prof M A Mannan an-
nounced introduction of the
new schemes of the SIB at a

ress conference at a city
RHIEI yesterday.

The management of the
Bank, which started opera-
tion in November last, also

lans to open four branches

gv the next month at Chit-

a%ﬂn.g Rajshahi, Khulna and
het

. The newly introduced
schemes are: Scheme for
concessional financing of
consumer durables for newly
married couples, rotating
family savings and credit net
and group instalment credit
scheme, shelter finance
scheme, A to Z investment
services for Bangladeshis liv-
ing abroad, n=w local en-
“trepreneur and foreigners:
and Hajj management
scheme

"Many youths cannot enter
into married life owing to fi-
nancial constraints. Un-
wanted pressure is given on

arenits of bride for dowry.
hrough our scheme, we
want to facilitate procure-

- sirable profitable

uall
| '[Yh: Ado.

ment on e '*tﬂ'mn orna-
ments a L consumer
durables to bé used at the be-

g nf married life,” said

, who is also a
srniﬂr l:cnnn st of the Jed-
dah-based Islamic Develop-
ment Bank.

Under the rotating savings
scheme, SIB intends to sup-
port the formation of social
ﬁrﬂupﬁ to mobilise informal

nance on vol ; sina
bid to assist in inve their
funds in vm de-
 ways, Prof

scheme, ‘he g::rnme
wnuld be mad: ‘l"ﬂlhh

"first home owners' ‘only and
the intending uwn:ra wuld
have the o

z tvgtmcnf
services will assist. the
sons " concernetl: in ﬁ

places for thdrjccurnmudl-_
tion, extend credit facilities

Ahoum

and alsg them with
services at ly low cost,
the SIB. Chairman said. "

Undtr the Ha

ment scheme w?th'[lgﬁ

ms wﬂl

be provided services
.likp accommodation, en-
cashment of travellers

cheque, et¢ to facilitate
=AY nerE:‘t‘;;m of Hajj.

ihe press gonference was
also attendetd by Managing
Director of the Bank Md Az-

izul Haque m\dm of its di
rectors.

Rajshahi: One kl]led

From P '
Thursday, d at the Ra-
jshahi Medical College Hospi-
tal at about 5 am tnda}r

Today's clashes ensued
when police intercepted an
Opposition lathi procession
at Shaheb Bazar at about 5

pm.

Police fired bullets, rubber
bullets and fired tear gas
shells to disperse the pro-
cessionists who also threw
handmade bombs at police,
The clashes spread to Go-
nakpara, Malopara, Battar
More and Kumarpara, Old
Bus Stand areas. At

about 5-30 , police
and BDR controlled the sit-
uation.

Mintu.. 26, a worker of a
decorator shop at Gonakpara
was hit with a bullet at about
5-15 pm and .died on the

12 killed as trains
collide with
trucks in Egypt

CAIRO, Feb 9: Twelve
I:wuplr were killed and 15

ured when two trains
rammrd into passenger-filled
pick-up trucks in identical
accidrntn a level crossings in
Egypt. Egyptian nmpap:ru

reported
Reuter.
Both truck drivers had ig-
nored warning signals at the
crossings and the trains were
Eghle to stop, the papers

They said nine people
were killed and at least eight

today, repurts

infured when the first train

travelling from Alexandria to
Cairo hit a truck speedi
through the Markaz ﬂaf
Zayat level
Thursday afternoon.

The train 8 locomotive
overturned and burst into
flames on impact and several
cars were derailed disrupting
traffic for many hours, they
added.

On Thursday morning, an-
other train collided lﬁt a
truck driving through the In-
sha's vill Irvcl crossing in
northern Beherah Province.
Three women were killag

and seven others were ta-
jured. '

: t.ht city.

crossing nn '

L s e
a
College 1 with bullet

and bomb injuries. Police ar-
rested more than 20 people

during the clashes. Namaz-e-
_jana a of Nahidul Haq Titu
eld at 3-15 pm m

ggnt duf the Jame Mosque

nadi

office. grI‘.liu-: :ﬁl was :t-
tended by arﬂutcr Aminul

Hagq. State Minister for |
i.

Establishment,
Rahman Minu,
Rajshahi City Co tion,
Advocate Shahidul Haq Khan,
father of Titu and other locl]

Mizanur
Mayor of

BNP leaders. The of Titu I
was sent to his- father's
residence in North

Shajahanpur in Dhaka cj
alnRF wlthphln parents. v
a

maz-e-janaja of Rafiqg
Islam who wau klllcd in ‘{:1
bomb blast yesterday was also

held aimultm&uuﬂy and he

was buried in the Tikapara
g‘rmyard
uge con
anth R hfu des
in the city for security during
the Prime Minister's visit,
cordoned the meetlng
place of - Zia at

th: Madrasha Maidan l[nt;g

this evening. Tension is .
vailing in city. uf
sporadic bomb blasts were

heard in dlﬂ'c.rmt parts of |

-

-~ BNP sources said that Be-
mﬂhalednﬂlmﬂdm

o Rajshahi
J bg 'lrlll uﬂer

row ‘nooen,

Fateha at the mazar of Hazrat

Shah Makhdum (R} and then

gddrm the public muung at
pm :

Hanif

From Page ] -
of Alim. He, however, said
the regional offices of DCC
and its anti- to drive
and cleanliness will
B Th Iu.I' highl

e Mayor was

fﬂfﬂl o uﬂ: ighly
and al
lobbed

cessionists the
S e e oy
despite his presence.

area day
that the police
eargas shells and

.the Pakistan:
Comtt:z (PILCOM) re-

. crisis that

|

action at

somebody preveils peo
v#llﬂg he must

taken into task.”

S

3 teams-'amve
Fromy Page 1
of (CAB) and
a-Lanka

Hn-to{th:uthcrt;amu
like Pakistan, Sri Lanka. New

e, Bt Y et

threatens the
of the showpiece.

“ “Australia's and West

Indies' refusal to play their

mntd:u in Sri Lanka because
tf fears, follo
week's Colombo ham

hlnt that kiled up to 80
has rocked thc 12-

‘event starting next

Da&dhcin hit the sub-con-
tinental competition spread
across thousands of ki

tres as the turned
down a est by Australia
and West Indies to change

their match venue to outside

of Sri Lanka.
Officials of the PILCOM,

iunklng on millions of

cricket fans and television

viewers to produce a revenue
of 100 mi ;ﬁ? 2?:}131;!. were

nning talks nterna-
ﬁwnilal C:glck:t Enuncﬂ (ICC)
chiefs today to find a way out
of the impasse.

E

both the

the chaotic situation in the
country now and renewed his
call for a national
reach a consensus for resolv-

%

barracks, just saying

Dr Kamal warns of
'ominous game' of
‘confrontation

By Staff Correspondent

Gano Forumgp President Dr
Hossain has blasted

party and the
tion for

to
the lingering political

FEE’&
i
{ ;é

g5
8%

T

]

|
%5

-
=

in the name
the Constitution
b o unconmtuiaar | 5h
elections is o .
Damagi | g n

name ﬂm is also
unconstitutional,” said the

Gano Forum

Once pnrthageetn
sit for a there can be

a way olit, he said in reply to

a question.

Kamal alleged that the
rulcmnfumndinrmmbe—
ing made controversial by
the way the forces were be-

%

ing used. He, however, de-
tlined to raise a demand for

the army back to the
that the

"present situation and the

situation in 1970 are not the
same.”

Criticising Awami
he said that the party

has lost

dulged in

Azmi, Mafizu

its pro-liberation character
by going for an entente with
anti-liberation force.

"Putting people's life at
stake through violence in-
armed cadres
mastans can be termed
but

shed, Saifuddin Ahmed
Manik, P Bhattacharya,
Shamshuddoha. Ziaul Hagq.
Advocate Zahirul Islam,

ur Rahman
Islath Kamal,

dian “"Bandit Ouun who

tll n for the
Y et oyl o
I:Im:lu:llnl-ﬂlcmcﬂ the

agency
ciahinmnrrhnd saying
the movie 'Bandit Queen,

which won accolades in Bri-
tain and other western coun-
tries. had been banned

r: y for. t
urada

25, S

Aurangabad police chief S
P Yadav said the order was a
precautionary measure as

there ‘l;!_l‘-l! chances of a
Women's and social
activists in Bombay, state
capital of ashtra where
is Jogcated, have
also demanded a ban on the
film, saying it depicted ex-
cessive violence and sex.
Phoolan Devi herself had
forced four censor cuts on
the film, which opened in
theatres across the coun
in January. It the life
of a low-caste du woman
who was gang-raped by up-
-castes and ‘became a
bandit leader.

+ Hall, two cocktails,

LR Tt i SR g

gt e

mﬂhnltl tlu Dhaka Unwemlty r:a-mpua dunng rmd on

— Star photo
DU halls

From Page |
till 11 am as hawkers were
not allowed to enter the area
till then.
The security men recov-
ered two magazines of sten-
n, a pistol and some
ullets from Zahurul Haq
part of a
cut:rifie and a tool for dig-
ging roads fram Ziaur Rah-
man Hall
Two sets of walkie talkie
from Surja Sen Hall and a
ramdao and a machete from

Jasim Uddin Hall.

Campus sources said the
Army md looked for
some students but
none of them was available.

The outsiders and the
armed cadres r left

the dormitories much a

of the raid, on T'hundl
evening. as the news of the
possible raid spread in the
university halls.

Students who entered the
halls late Thursday night
faced obstacle at the gates of
some hlﬂl CAampus souroces
said.

Meanwhile, Ganotantrik
Chhatra Oikya and Awami
League - hackl:d Chhatra Lea-

ue held separate rallies In
TSC area yesterday, re-

senting the raid in the halls

Delhi ready for
talks with four
Kashmiri rebels

NEW DELHI, Feb 9: Indian

officials today welcomed an

[fer h B%a Hl

shmi
conditional talks aimed at
ending the five-year insur-

gency in Kashmir, reports

‘But the officials also noted

that the rebels who made the

offer have been driven out of

their guerilla and that
their pro may not
amount to much in war-torn
Kashmir.

The offer. made Thyrsday
night, was the first tlmc
since rebels began their in-
surgency in Kashmir in 1989
that they have Eropoaed talks
with India without first de-
manding that pepresentatives
of Pakistan take part in the
 negotiations.

dent repurted
three
in cla
of BNP and opposition partlu

2 killed in pre-pol]s violence

Out Sirajg

ﬂm'rcsro
at at least

sons were injured
between activists

in the town yesterday.

Hundreds of crackers

were blasted and a series of
clashes took place between
the supporters of BNP and

tion AL, Jatiya Party
and Jamaat-e-Islami in the
evening centring the Prime

Minister's planned election.

tour of the town.

m Zia is cont in
the polls from Sirajganj-2
constituency.

Earlier, the BNP and AL
brought out se te militant
processions in the town. Ac-
cording to witnesses, some
BNP onists hurled at
least 15 hand bombs on the

Jubu
elal

' residences of AL vice

dent Golam Kibria,
League joint secret
Hnnaln and BCL lea

this bomb attack
I{ihria ughter Elora Kib-
ria. 17, sustained bomb in-

jury.

" After the incident, AL ac-
tivists attacked a BNP pro-
cession with sharp weapons
leaving JCD leader Tipu and
Sanwar Hossain injured.

After dusk, the clashes
spread to Hiliard Brid ge
area, Bara r and Mu ib
Sarak where innumerable

- bomb blasts were heard till

filing of this report at 8:30 .

Earlier in the evening, .

leaders of AL, JP and Jamaat

at separate rallies at

Chowhali, Shahj

lapara reiterated tgcir
termination to resist the

cate Gazi Abdul . Bari was

critically injured when some
unidentified persons at-

‘tacked him with ' sharp

ns inside a crockeries
at Clay Road where

he was campaignin for

Speaker S Ali.

Bari was admitted to the
Sadar Hospital.

Some unidentified people
set fire .to the office of the
Board of Investment in
lf%ﬂﬂ-t:—Squ;;r Road at around

noon Brigade put out
. the fire. The extent of dam-

weEa
inar

mgemldmtbeamtainnd

bomb blasts were

| hﬂrd in Khulna city yester-

and Ul- .

In Sherpur. independent
candidate Md Motiur Rah-

‘man, contesting from Sher-

Prime Minister's visit to the

town. Sources in the BNP

said .that their party has

taken full reparation to
‘make the PM's visit a suc-
‘Cess.

Our Correspondent from
Khulna reported that district

joint secretary of BNP Advo-

r-1 constituency, was as-
saulted by some anti-polls
activists at Munshibazar area
at 7:30 :

In Jhenidah, a half-day
hartal was enforced by the
AL, JP and Jamaat protesting
an attack on district AL pres-
ident Ayub Hossain earlier.

Professional groups back polls

From Page 1

More than 2,000 profes-
sionals of different groups,
including physicians, engi-
neers, school, cullege and
university teachers, la s,
agriculturalists, journalists,
businessmen, film actors, and
radio and TV artists, were
present. Some poets and' lit-
terateurs also attended.

The professionals urged

1 the Frtme Minister to take

adequate security measures
for them so that they could
discharge their electiun du-
ties also for the voters to
a their ballots without any
They demanded strict le-
al action inst
oodlums unleashed by
some election-boycotting
arties” creating anarchy
fhmugh acts of terrorism. *
The leaders pof the profes-
sional groups further de-
manded | action st
those threatening the voters
‘and resorting to a reign of
terror in a bid to foil the

the"

- Association

Teachers

| ‘i‘ﬂ mendndfulluu-

tu the current stand uf
ime Minister Begum Zia for
maintaining the constitu-
ﬁmal process at cost.
- President of Federation of
Blngl-r.luh University Tea-
chers' Association (FBUTA)
Prof Aminul Islam, President
of Dhaka Medical College
Teachers' Association Prof

‘Abdur Rashid., Krishibid

Institution Secretary General
Javed Igbal, eminent lawyer
Abdul; Wadud Khandaker,
A N H Akhter Hos-

sain, Dean of Social Science
of the Open University Prof
Shirin Haq, BFUJ President
Amanullah Kabir, Vice Presi-
dent of adesh Medical
of Abdul Bayes
Bhuiyan, NCCI President
Shamson H. Chowdhury, film
actor Ashrafuddin Uj al,
Dhaka University teacher
:rrnf Yusuf Haider. Uﬁcﬂdﬂ;

Jah rnagar Universi

wﬁ:f:claunn Prof
Jasimuddin Ahmed, Secre-

P

tary General of the College
Sahriful Is-
eneral of the
Primary Teachers' Samity
Abdul '/Awal Khan, Dhaka
District Ainjibi Samity Secre-
tary Makbul Hossain Fakir,
dramatist Ariful Haq. Ra-
Lrhahi University teachers
of Rashidul Alam and Prof
Shawkat Ara Belal, and Gen-
eral Secretary of FBUTA Dr
Siddique Islam spoke on the
occasion.

The Prime

the ition
ected by the people, had

ailed to r:apunalh]e
role and nngead chosen the
E?th of violence and anarchy

the name of establishing
democracy.

"Politiclans must not push
the country towards con-
frontation and destruction,”
she said. "Both the govern-
ment and opposition parties
have equal role in ensuring
peace and maintaining
democratic rule in the coun-

try.”

Minister said
5, A8 eX-

wn |
un-

Begum Zia said dcuplt:.

rcp-rated calls for discussion
to resolve the political prob-
lems, "some opposition par-
ties” instead of coming for-
ward, decided to boycott the
polls, and were now attempt-
ing to foil the national elec-
tions.

She apprised the profes-
sionals about the ruling
party's efforts to solve the
political problems and ex-
plained the current situation.

The Prime Minister told
the professionals that the
country would fall into a dis-
astrous constitutional crisis if
it fails to hold the elections
by February 21.

BNP Vice Chairman Prof A
Q M Badruddoza Chowdhury,
Food and Agriculture Minis-
ter Abdul Mannan Bhuiyvan.
Commerce and Information
Minister M Shamsul Islam.
Post and telecommunications
Minister Tariqul Islam and
Education Minister Jamir
uddin Sircar were present
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The Midnight File

Tahhan militia today.
eported. Kahul Radio,

Taliban rockets kill six

ISLAMABAD, Feb 9: Six
others wounded by rockets fired into Kabul
government-controlled

monitored in
t planes hmnl:hed Taliban

ﬁ wmummt strike,

were killed and six
by the Islamic
radio

said
positions south of the
inflicting an

Islamabad,

undetermined number of casualties, reports Reéuter.

Test in 13 govt colleges Mar 1

21000 will vie for

MBBS admission

By Ripon Baig

About 21,000 students
will sit for the admission test

in the medical in the
country to be on Mar-
ch 1.

The number was about
23.000 last year.

There are 1450 seats in
first year MBBS class in the
I3 government medical col-

leges. |
According to the new
rules int ced this

ar,
students securing at rmt
1300 marks in the S8C and
HSC examinations can a
for admission. Previously

requirement was 1200
marks.

This year the admission
test will carry 100 marks —
Physics, Chemistry and Biol-

Army likely to
be deployed at
key establishments

By Staff Correspondent

The government is likely

to military and para-
military forces at im ant
government establis nts

as security measures due to
volatile political situation in
the r:m.lnuiy
Well-placed government
sources u}d have al-
ready been deployed at the
secretariat of the Election
Cmmnmluhn“d and its branch
offices a important mar-
kets and petrol in the
capital, according to Probe
news :
Earlier, the army were
at the head office of
Radio Ba at -
gaon. radio office at
and television centre at

Rampura. Besides, there are
240 other ‘key establish-
ments' including B h
Secretariat and At ¢ En-

ergy Commission where the
government may take similar
Measurers.

Greek army
chief sacked

ATHENS, Feb 9: Greece's

Socialist government sacked
the armed forces chiefl of

staff, Admiral Chiristos Ly-

" beris, on Thursday for his

handling of a mﬂltm']r stand-

off with Turkey in the Aegean
Sea last week, reports
Reuter.

F

_ day.

ogy, 30 marks each and
English. 10 marks. Ten
marks will be for the yiva
voCe.

Besides, four per cent
from the SSC marks and five
per cent from the HSC
marks will be added to the
marks secured in the admis-
sion test.

The students who passed
the S8C and HSC examina-
tions in 1992 and 1994 can
e

lar st ts. No
marks will be deducted for
such irregular students. Stu-

"dents can appear in the test

three times.

Policeman killed

From Page | :
rescue him as an uneasy calfh
prevailed in the area on the
said withesses.

Police on duty there res-
cued the DG when insisted by
some passers- and took
him to the DMCH, they
added.

Tension mountdd in the
-area after the namaj-e-janaza
of the commissioner at the
Lalbagh Shahi Masjid aflf:r

Juma pra “egnt:rda He

lnter at the Azim-
pur graveyard at around 3:15
mlacturdmg to police and

W’itne:m said that the
reoplt who were in a mnur'?-
ng procession carrying the
body of the commissioner
became violent when police
int ed thém near Kil-
larmor in Lalbagh. Police
fired several tear gas shells,
nsed batons and fired rubber
bullets to disperse the pro-
cessionists, they alleged.

Later, in another clash in
Azimpur area chase and
counter chase took place be-
tween police and the prwei-
sionists, r support-
ers of Awami Leaguc and its
front or

Police again Inhhed tear
g‘m.nhdll and fired rubber

to bring the situation

Smmlr.lsl in Lal and
Azimpur areas were blocked
by police for around three
hours. local said.

Huge con nts of police
including riot police were
deployed at lmﬁnmt points
of Lalbagh impur and
Palashi areas from yesterday
morning.
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Thecolourful Daily Star Fashion
Special for which you’'ve
been waiting solongisinthe
stands from last Sunday.

Ask your hawker for a copy

or get it
newsstand.
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