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on schoolgirl

From Staff Correspondent
SYLHET. Feb 9 The Addi-

tional District and Sessions

Judge of Habigan) Mohami-
mad Ullah while passing his
judgement 1 a case found
one person guilty and sen-
tenced him to suffer life-
risonmernt on

term Wil

charge of throwing acid on a

schoolgirl.

The prosecution case in
brief is that Nilu Rani Das,.
Daughter of one Digendra
Mohan Das of village
Mohan and a student of

Sukripara High School of

Habiganj Sadar thana while
was studying in her village
house on May 9 of 1994, one
Rafique Miah of the same vil-
lage threw acid on her due to
previous grudge. Being seri-
ously injured. she was admit-
ted into the hospital. Later a
case was registered with the
thana. The po-
lice after holding investiga-
tions submitted chargesheet
against the accused person.
- The court after examining
-all the records and wit-
nesses. passed the said

i judgement.
.+ Bus conductor
| killed in

road accident

" From Staff Correspondent

' SYLHET., Feb 9: A conduc-
tor of a minibus was killed in
a road mishap at a place

. named Basina under bal

‘hakra

<
3

Feb 9: With less than a
week to go for the forthcom-
ing general elections, cam-
paigns far the individual can-
didates seem to be very dull
hardly showing any enthusi-
asm in Sunamganj town and
its neighbouring areas.

The Bazaar cro of the
town. a popular site for elec-
tioneering activities, stands
desolate with no election
speech, frenzied campaign by
activists or loudspeakers
blaring the names of the
candidates.

The town's street-side

no posters or graffitis por-
traying the election symbeols

of the local candidates. No
candidates were seen to have
established their election of-
fices in the town and its ad-
joining areas.

In some places, workers
of some candidates are seen
canvassing for the candidates
through loudspeakers and
calling out the voters to cast
ballots in their favour.

The canv was rather
drab and colourless, said
some student activists,
pointing it out that no candi-
dates so far had organised
any rally or procession.

BNP, AL activists
clash,10 injured

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Feb 9: At lcast
ten were injured in a

Awami League and BNP at
Biswanath-thana headquar-

_ | ters ay afte 1
-tlmn:nﬂn Dhﬂ;'sﬁh“ H"h 41¢ A grou ]Tnti,'rog“ ition
T e : e |Inihdaul' Mitali Parib- | Workers ‘attacked ' thana

ahan, the carrier of different

national news Fc“ was on
its to g;hpt having
- hit a . The
ﬂn:l:?:{l,'?zedll Ali, 25
- died on the spbt.

‘ A case in this connection
was lodged.

. 12 houses gutted

- '

in Cox's Bazar

COX'S BAZAR, Feb 9: A fire
- which broke out at
Road near Mahila
! here rl'ﬂlr“l.lﬂ!ﬂ 12 ho
including nine shops,

persons
injury in the
fire services

bple" 87 o i

finctiun lctiﬂ;tl
ﬂlldlm.l a
which was being

election cam

damaged
meeting
for

Arms hunt
17 firearms
‘recovered

in Cox's Bazar

L£OX'S BAZAR, Feb 9; Law-
' agencies recovered
17 firearms from different

T}:?{m{: 473! . nfh?l: 4

country-wide ﬁ'ﬂ'ﬁt illegal
‘Police said dfmng the
drive, they also arrested llj

mfmmmthanu

Steamer . Gazi
salvaged, sent
to dockyar

day last, reports UNB.

Gazi ran ound at the
sandy char deep fog last
January 20 when it was com-

also reccived |

iyl -

BNP office in the afternoon.
Police immediately reached
the spot and. dispersed the
activists. After some time,
the Awam# League office also
came under attack by the
BNP activists. They also set

1 the office on fire.

There ensued a ¢lash, and
counter chasing between the

rival groups. As as ten
sONs were in the
an hour . Police has

been deployed in the: thana
headquarters. .

SSC vocational
‘jucational

i

e

formed this cnrrurondent
that at abeut 11- in the
t the said two

restau-

them. At one
ice recovered a

eion ch
stage the

pipe

resied persons are, Ahmed
20 of

Sprlhet town
and . 17 of Sultan
Mohammadpur of sadar

their live recently, re-
UNB

The leaders in a grand
conference held near the

wallg are clean this time with

clash between the activists of

om them. The ar-

The absence of traditional
rival contestants in the re-
spective constituencies has
made the process of elec-
tions lifeless, he added.

In most of the areas the
contestants were organisin
street-corner meetings an
discussions with the heads of
the localities.

"Spontaneity of the people
is missing,” said Mesbah, a
student activist. "This is
mainly because the elections
have been rejected by the
mainstream opposition par-
ties,” he said.

Residents pointed out that
the enthusiasm of the people
was missing because of the
following reasons:

* First, the mainstream
opposition parties were not
contesting it;

* Secondly, because of the
month of Ramadan people
are unwilling to take in
canvassing or in the election-
:crin’ﬁlmﬂ:tlng:

* Thirdly, faillure of the lo-
cal leadership to provide any
guideline of socio-economic
activities following the elec-
tions. ‘

Some political observers

. were apprehensive whether

the outcome of the elections
would be a
donor ly.

According to them, the
contestants of this "dull elec-
tions" were stressing more

on Justifying = the
"constitutional tions
hold the general elections.”

than putting forward any

package of socio-econémic
gcvr.lopmmt projects. :

1

!Ithlm food depirtmmt in

4 thousand

{ worked under food for work

admitted | OMS Wlmmc.

youngmen | candidature is March 8.

The strat of the
giﬂ: _ partigs in _
n to be on. prov-
ing the disillusionment ol

{:ln?pl: from the electioneer-
llngc;: the other hand 2

r is attem
WH participa
ceptance of the elections by
the voters. |
"We want to show it to the

people that the elections un-
der a rmment can
be free air,” said Fazlul

o e dmtties o

-

‘Confrontation over

Natore, Feb, 9: con-

Hntu:; Iﬂdh: ciI:cIc P:‘:E
rt t r :
g:cr nuth;mth:ﬂ%t
metric tons (800 bales) of
low quality rice under the
government rice purchasi
mlmme, has left al

of the food godown
closed since Ist February, it
is rted

As a result, about three
labourers who

(FFW) programmeé, are not
getting their wages. At the
same time. selling of 2.50
metric tons of rice
under Open Market

i(OMS) has been remaining

.18, - | closed. Local businessmen
-18, mz have increased the price of

rice following the closing of
On the

These ' | other ., the food officials
Tuh% . | of Shingra thana escaping
and i _ threat of the cir-
I:g" Mm. | On 31st January (the last
Students who passed class
V111 or Junier Dakhil will be .
sllowed to get themselives | PCC] executive
course they 0 be ble to committee pO“S
admission in or
start their ear- | On March 30
gt : ABANA. Feb 9: The elec-
Two held wi tee of Pabna Chamber of
. " Commerce and Ind
P1p€ gun (PCCH) will be beld on
From Staff The -che:uie was an-
SYLHET, Feb 9. The Syl- | nounced on .
sons and recovered one pi nomination papers is Febru-
E:MM ary20. ' -
last. An official source in-

tintocd on, March 2 while the

last date for withdrawal of

e PR . el
- Dispute over
catching fish:
One killed, 15
injured

KISHOREGANJ Feb 9: One
person was kijlled and 15
others were injured Iin a
clash that took place at wil-
lage Gobindapur of Dhakai
union in Mitamoin thana over
catching fish in a fishery on
Feb 2.

The dead was identified as
Minnat Ali Alias Menu Mia,
40. The injured person were
treatment at the Mita-

mﬁcm'm the

of
peopie to ensure the ac-—

-

p

i. T

1

People would resist any at-
tempt of subverting the elec-
tions, said Aspia, adding that
they were trying to ensure
the participation of the peo-
ple in the forthcoming elec-
tions.

According to the local
Jubo Dal leaders, the number
of polling stations in the dis-
trict has been increased
compared to the previous
elections for the benefit of

- the people.

' Posters

table to the

Zainul Jakerin, two times
Upazilla chairman, said,
"People have become hostage
of uncertainty due to the lin-
gering political impasse."

He expects low turnout of
the voters, If the polls were
held on schedule. Accordi

By Mizﬁn Ali back from Sunamganj

Saleh the district chief of the
JSD (Inu).

Out of five parliamenta
seats in Sunamganj distric
‘the official BNP candidates in
two constituencies are faced

with the rivalry of their own
E&w months Ibm:k. the

" Sunamganj branch of the BNP
* was

reorganised in which
some of the founding BNP
leaders were ousted from the
Party. One such former BNP
eader Shafiqul Chowdhury is
cnnteu_tinﬁ inst the con-
venor and the official BNP
Fazlul Huq Aspia in
town.

owever, told this

correspondent that the
at its local level would be

to him, people in general taking discipli

were peaceful and did not n"th: ﬁfmiﬂw i

wnhr:d tﬂl get themselves in- In the meantime

VO : sent our corresponden
"This is’ for the first time ﬁma‘madgngn ’Pﬂ : Pr:f

in the hi of the sub-con- ' election campaignaaﬂ;s to-

tinent the ons are tally - died down since

held in Ramadan,” said A Wednesday evening. There
od : ' . i 2
Independent candidate stripped

urnt, loud
‘speakers damaged

From Our Correspondent

_G:.IBAHE;I‘A,MMB:Md
speakers u cam E
n FrmdunF%ca;m

I::ll;gﬂaibandha-ﬂ

n-ur-
Rashid and Motiar Rahman
Tuku, t candidate
of Gai -5 were dam-

ed by anti-election ac--
i -

" The election office of the

Independent candidate Tuku

|

was also ransacked by agi-
tated opposition party ac-
tivists in which huge quantity
of pesters and ‘bills
were burnt to ashes. ‘In
Gaibandha-1 constituency
huge amount of hand bills be-
longing to candidate Saidur
Rahman were snatched away.

. UNB from Comilla :

Anti-election activists stri- _

pped an independent candi-

- lost interest in contesting
‘the ensuing

date contesting from Comilla-
9. (Sadar-Laksam) constitn-
ency at Ranirbazar area in the
town Thursday.
Witnesses said a p of

n forcibly took off
the elothes

of Abdul Mannan

‘Mujumder and beat him
~when he was campaigning for

vote at about 11 am.
Police, however, could not
confirm the incident.

. Another independent
candidate from Comilla-5
constituency Thursday with-
drew from February 15 elec-
tion race. ,

. Advocate Golam Mostafa
told local newsmen that he
in
election in view
of the deteriorating political
situation in the country, -

Frmll&&li’l_'lim‘.l

hman,
Thana Food Controller,
Thana Technical

how mm.ﬁl to the
- 4 hl:ui a pol-
submit to ice
station to file a I:ﬂ?‘.‘tl’l this

connection but the applica-

¥ as
of the
of the circle. The
- of Shingra food office
have been remaining absent
from their office due to lack
of security of life, the officials

sald in a letter to Kamrul
Hassan, DC Food of Natore

district.

When contacted, Abdul
Jabbar TNO of , than,
told this ent that
the food o should re-

ceive the low quality of rice
because such ity of rice
had been coliected earlier.
When contacted Kamrul Has-
san, DC of Food in Natore
told this correspondent that
if low quality of rice as was
c earlier, the rice
would be rejectedhrlnd] lel;:l
mﬂf persons collect-
i rice would be pun-
. He added that the fi

_ t was not bound to
“the supply of Putu
should be

_ dent.

| campa

ement of low

‘quality rice: Food officials assaulted

! b export can bring hdge

were no campaigns In favour
of any candidates fearing at-
tacks by the opponent group
members. Loud speakers
stayed off the streets as well

as the ssionists. -

People In general are
avoiding places like city cen-
tre and other busy areas fear-
ing clashes.

Meanwhile, BNP candi-
dates were not seen on the
streets since last three days.
Most of them chose to more
about after dark trying to
avoid meeting enemies. A
tense situation has been pre-
vailing follawing burning of
the district election office

last Wednesday:. |
t
£

i 1 '
Our corres
Jessore adds:
of bullets were fired .and six
to 10 bombs were exploded
Friday " afternoon near
Daratana Square by the mem-
bers of the opposition group
protesting the forthcoming
elections to be held on
Febru 15. No one was,
however, hurt in the inci-

Police and other law en-

forcing agents were deploy in
the area to calm the situﬂon.
In the meantime, election

almost stopped here.

traditional pmmssium g

meetings were not noticed.
since last Wedn ;
Shoppers and shopkeep-
ers are trying to stay away
from the city centre fearing
more violence in the coming

BNP candidates mﬂnnt
moving freely an . Most
of th«:g remain El:ﬁtned to
their residence since vio-
lence erupted here last week:

In the meantime, anti-
election p on is
momentum all over the dis-
trict. Hundreds of support-
ers were seen giving anti-
election slogans in and
around the city centre

Thursday evenjng.

LY i F

Our its from
Election s ‘in the
district: in last two days
turned out to be very dull as
most activists stopped mik-

spective areas. In Jhenidah

in the district were

last night a p
to

in the re-

I ‘was held
lisguss election day ar-
r t at ing centres
by the school teachers. A
number of teachers at the
meeting reportedly refused
to attend [gnllin centre on
the day in fear ol lack of se-
curity.

Our correspondent from
Natore says | BNP candi-
dates were noticed to cam-
paign in rural areas. Inde-

pendent candidates stayed off
the arepa. :

-Our w«nt from
Sherpur adds: Two
BNP candidates' vehicles
were partially d ed while
cam%a&lﬁln in. Jheniagati
and of the district Fri-
day afternoon by opposition

activists.

o one

was, however,
hurt. :

Police lobs tear
- gas shells to
- disperse
anti-election
processionists

 From Qur Correspondent |

JESSORE. Feb 9: Police .
lathicharged and lobbed tear- -

as shells. to disperse AL-
acked students league's
anti-election procession,
when processionists report-
edly threw bombs at police

on duty at Daratana square

ey also ly dam-
aged three vehicles in the

town, d ocession. Po-
lice arre ve alleged stu-
dent league activists from the
procession. |

. EarHer, Awami League,
Jatiya Party and Jamati-Is-
tamz brought out anti-elec-

tion procession separately in
the town. Police security has
been stepped up.

Tense situation was pre-
vailing till filing of this re-

port.

Kamrul also disclosed that
the target of.rice
in a thana was 1
metcic tons of rice and 99.7
per cent of the was al-
ready achieved till the last
day of rice procurement.” _

However, the police and
the thana administration has
not taken anﬂ measures yet to
smoothen the operation of
the office and to ensure the
security of the officials. The

TNO and the OC of Shingra

thana are allegedly pla a
mysterious role wzulej m?
this matter. a food officia
said on conditipn

anonymity.

On the other hand, Natore
unit of Bangladesh Food In-
spector Sammity (BFIS) in a
meeting expressed deep
concern over this unpleasant
incident and have urged the
higher authorities to take ac-
tion in this matter. Other-
wise, they threatened. th
would be abstrain from the
work.

of

foreign exchange

SATKHIRA, Feb Y: By ex-
ng erab, which is a .

seized 40 bottles of phensidyl
at Dhakaroad Bus-

from a shop

Stand iIn

Wdlmrl
on

he town on
is UNB.

Acting
tfon, a police t led
byaslﬁﬁnﬂnm

to the shop and recovered
the contraband.

But the owner of the
escaped arrest. A case’

registered with Sadar Police. -
two dacofties

Earlier,

were committed within ten
days in Sreepur thana in

whith the miscreants looted

e reodence oF Whbinda

Bhoumik of Chondibor
on Janu 25 and g s
worth Tk lakh from the

residence of Montu Biswas of
Sonatundi village.
in

Meanwhile, local peo
are their days
ﬂmpmy with the in-
w':mmm:
tion of law and order situa-
tion.

From Our Correspondent

{aken in this regard. this can
contribute enough to forex
reserve every year.

The Ex Promotion Bu-
reau (EPB) sources said,
there is a great demand o
crab in the Asia-Pacific coun-

tries like China, Sllgn.por!.
Hong-Kong, Jacimn,' anada,
Australia an USA. The
source further said, as a tasty
food item crab is a good
menu to the Eur ;
According to experts, a

- ctab contains 71 to 74 per

cent of water, 19 to 24 per

cent of protein, 6 per cent of

t'ilt and 2 per cent of miner-
als.

According to znnincFlutl.
there are eleven kinds of
crab in sea water around the
Bay of Bcn%&l. Among these
woman shaila, cereta and ceal
crab are available and a huge
of child crab are
in the rivers, ponds
canals in Shraban and
months.
Samsur

crab Shyamna-
gar m mﬂthiurmm—
spondent that transportation

vessels crisis and h
uﬂw !’nru. created l:n.nlrl‘n[{'f

Mﬂlﬂdexport
to different Asian and Euro-

done
;m . He R.nyrthnr said,

. vessel crisis

loan among major
“l.:ltucuhmut

:

Rahman, a

fold for crab ex-
| He said, an ' _;_Erldc
e iy Tk o e,
& :

m pu;*:%f crab collect

coastal areas of the

ntries. He said all
> individual

government troni-
.EE bank
imped-

~The experts viewed, if the
- Msheries Department comes
forward and takes initiative

to

explore the scientific mea-
sures for proper cultivation of

crab this can boost our na-
tional economy and provide
employment opportunities
= While talking to this cor
t, an official of Ex-
rt Promotion Bureau of
ulna said. crab is a valuable
ﬁgorl item for the country.
ile some exporters view-
ed,

th“'f!or is an :?:::l;
E@E‘ mul?trz%lt“md this
E::ntlll ?Ilt'l; for earning
gn exc :
Computer club

formed

COMILLA, Feb 9: A com-
ﬂutcr club has been formed
ere to create mass aware-
ness as well as the
students on thaﬁl.;t of com-
A 27-member conwvening
Siee Town ﬁﬂ-l
meeti at the

here 1;:1‘ January 27. General”
Sec of Journal-
ist Union Director of
Classic Computers ‘Rami]
Hﬂnbl::l of the commit-

tee are: Convenor—
Khan, Joint tt‘,mmv-m-til :ﬂ
Asharaful Alam Shaheen and
Nasim Ahmed M
Member )
her Azad, and Members -
ur, Tajul, Mithu, Kabir,
Shah Alam, Mizan, Halim,
Hnﬂnfl._l_'l.'i‘pu. Jalil, Zahir,
azzal . Na-

Te

jma, Munira, Mitu, . Ka-
mal, Anwar, Montu, Tania,
ghﬂdmdm.

The committee members
said the has ush-

ered In a new era and con-,

tribu in socio-eco-
nomic ment of the

present day world.

E

umder,

Projects taken to
develop fishernes

‘1in Rajban
RA.JBARI, 9: Two pro-
jects have beén taken up for
the fishermen of the district

under Third Fisheries Devel-
opment Programme, reports

World Bank will assist in
implementing the projects
r:nul.ln* Tk 10 lakh, officials
said.

The 'pruj:ﬁ{a included
sciculture.in 38 ponds of

achhpara Fishermen Coop-
erative Saqg 3' at Pangsha
thana a ‘24 ponds of
Kazikanda Women Fisheries

Cooperative Society at Sadar
thana.

Some 100 members both
male and female of the two
cooperatives will get self-
employment opportunities
wit C'HIE implementation of
the

rojects,

eanwhile, District Fish-
eries Department has taken
up a programme to release
all:out six tons of fry in both
open and internal waterbod-
ies costing Tk 6 lakh.

Shortage of
doctors hampers
work at hospital

BANDARBAN, Feb 9: Pa-
tients are being deprived of
proper treatment due to
inadequate number of physi-
cians at the 50-bed modern
hospital in the district town,
re UNB.

Posts of six doctors out of
12 are lying vacant for a long
time. A higbh official of the
hospital 'also admitted the

icare problem caused by
shortage of physicians.

Closure of ecology De-
partment due to lack ol doc-
tors are causing suffering to
the female patients. Besides,
the blood bank could not he
started yet due to lack of
technicians.

Post of three medical offi-
cers including one senior and
one junior consultjnts re-
mained vacant. reover,
only one medical officer is
wor
partment.

Patients complained that
their sufferings added further
as they are compelled to {;u
to Chittagong to get the
treatment of complicated
discases.

Police attack on
DU Jagannath Hall

%ﬂimhﬂ tl::_

League
Chhatra
Oikya S

Chhatra
and
also

n town. |
‘nt: the rally, the

student leaders called on the

to boycott the Febru-
mpll; election.

The rally was addressed,

among others, b district BCL
leader Tarun K..rmlktfy , dis-

o Chh.iltr:rﬂud Lohz mlzit

convenor of Chhatra Oik-
ya Samiti Delwar Hossain.

held a rally at sadar road-’

L]

at the Pathology de- .

Sylhet customs
circle earns
Tk 22cr as duty

in this fiscal

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Feb 9: A total
amount of Taka 21 crore 95
lakh were earned as Customs
Duty during the first six
months of current financial
year i.e, from the month of
Jullﬂ to December '95 in the
Sylhet Division. The Sylhet
administrative division is a
customs circle.

Of the total, Taka
8,48,15,578 were earned as
import duty, Taka

1,34,75,971 as Land Custom
permit fee, Taka 7,41,47,377
as VAT, Taka 3,01,625 as
suFPlcmentary duty, Taka
2,11,50,000 as travel tax,
Taka 2,15,08,725 as advance
income tax, Taka 11,66,628
as sale proceed of seized
goods, T 13,500 as fines
and others, Taka 17.84.881
were realised from misc.

, The total revenue col-
lected in the Sylhet circle
duri the said period is
about Taka 7 crore more than
that of the corresponding
parfod of the previous year,
said an official source. ‘

The said amount of rev-
enue was mainly collected
through the 5 Land Customs
stations in the Sylhet circle.
These are, Tamabil, Chhatak,
Sheola Jakiganj and Barch-
hera. the source added.

One killed,
another injured
in attack by

gunmen

HABIGANJ, Feb 9: A driver
of a car was killed and its
‘passenger, a ruling lea-
der, seriously injured when
their vehicle camie under
attack by unidentified gun-
men on Dhaka-Sylhet l-ﬁ:h
way near Madhabpur thana
e Tuesday last, reports

The driver, identified as
Renu Miah, died on the spot
at Isl ur at 6 am when he
lost control of the car and
dashed with a roadside tree
fo 1g a gun attack on it.

Seriously injured Abdul
Qatyum . Talukdar, the only
pagsenger of tl; vell_tlicle, is
now be.ing treated at Habig
Sadar Hospital. i

The victim who is also the
BNP secretary of Bahubol
thana unit said they were
fired from another car while
returning from Bhairab in
Brahmanbaria district.

Siitiggled goods
worth Tk 9 lakh

recovered

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Feb 9: The BDR
jawans recovered smuggled
Indian s worth about a
total of 9 lakh 92 thou-
sand from Bhaﬁraj b%:;d:a of
Companyganj thana Tuesday
night last.

Official source informed
that the jawans of Kalairag
border outpost in the Com-
panrgan‘l thana area while pa-
trolling in the bordering ar-
eas seized the h quantity
of goods like bidis, wine,
matches and other goods
worth about a total of Taka
9,92,00,000. The alleged
smugglers who were
the goods, however,
to escape leaving behind

. e seized goods were
handed over to Customs
Department and a case had
been registered with the

Cﬂmhi:anw j. po}icc of Bala-
ganj

thana recovered a
pipegun and arrested one

person from village Pachpara
under Dewanbazar union

Tuesday morning last. The
police on receiving informa-
tion went to the house of

Abru Miah and recovered the

ipegun from the pond of his
Eﬂﬂlﬂ. They arrested the
house owner Abru Miah. A

case has been registered.

Prog for teaching

Holy Quran free
of cost starts 1n’
- Magura

From Our Cerrespondent

MAGURA, Feb 9: Islamic
. Magura has taken

ra district,
:::Ir:rluuﬂ. .

[Epemening e Sl
t in the dis-
trict since first of Ramadan.

According to Md Abul
Kashem Khan.
tor, lslamic Fou
Eurn. it was learnt

¥

u..
they
ave the

teaching course in about 1
o:ﬂuﬂ including Parna-
Uall,

Br-mﬂgau-‘. i
Doarpar '

m
d
PT1




