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NEWS BRIEFS
Memo to PM

A delegation of the
Bangladesh Civil Service
([Economic} Otficers Associa-
tion yesterday submitied a
memorandum to Prime Min-
ister Begum Khaleda Zia urg
ing that the pav scale of
deputy chief of the BCS
(Economic) Cadre be raised
lrom 6300 B0O50 Taka to
7100-8700 Taka, reports
BSS

Holiday on Feb 17

February 17 1996 has
been declared a povernmernt

hoeliday on account of holy
Shab e-Qadr. An official

handout said yesterday that
the holiday was earlier de-
c lared on Februar

to the sighting ufy
reports BSS.
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PM faces black ﬂag demos,- j
cancels Dagonbhuiya meet |

FENI, Feb 7: Prime Minis-
ter %um Khaleda Zia today
cancelled a public meeting :—:tt
Dagonbhuiya amid tion
agitation and faced ck fl
demonstrations at Mohipa
on the first day of her two-
day ?nils campaign in the
harla bound district.

"None can -;:dp the polls."
a visibly irritated prime min-
ister said amid cracker ex-
plosions and black flag
demonstrations during her
meeting at Mohipal. one of
the seven she addressed on
the day.

There wefe a series of op-
position demonstrations and
black flags were seen atop
houses and shops at
Dagonbhitiya where & ng .
man reportedly a Chhatra
League activist was killed on
Monday last in a clash with
the BNP-backed Chhatra Dal.

The BNP chairperson who

From Nazmul Ashraf

is contesting from Feni-1 and
Feni-2 constituenciés in the
February 15
polls addressed six other
meetings at Lalpur. Lash-
karpur, Pathan Nagar. Kuresh
Munshirhat, Ranirhat and
Baraipur.

Two crackers were also
exploded at her Lalpur meet-
ing and another went off at
Trunk Road -when her mo-
torcade was going from the

Black flags
shown to CEC

BARISAL. Feb 7: Opposi-
tion workers staged a stormy
black-Mlag protest nst the
visit of Chief Com.
miissioner (CEC) Justice A K
M Sadeq In connection with
the coming vole, reports
UNB.

See Page 12 Col 2

parliamentary

Circuit House to Lashkarhat
about ©-km off the town.
None was injured.

The opposition activists
also damaged ten vehicles at

Lalpur by-pass.
All tﬁu public meetings
were poorly attended and the
usual scene of people lining
up along roads to watch the
motorcade was not noticed
due to hartal.

Although pickets were not

Advice to foreign
diplomats

Foreign

diplomats " in

Bangladesh have been advised League
avoid going to the clty'-

for security reasons, cltpln-

matic sources in Dhaka said
yesterday

. reports UNB.
Palestinian Ambassador

See Pagc 12 I:*DI?
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seen in the town, vehicles
were off the roads and shops

market and educational insti-

tutions remained closed due

::I a hLﬂgum called by the
wami e, Jati Pa
mldJnmnat-e-Isl&miya 2

A group of anti-election
activists with black flags pen-
etrated into the meetin
venueg and reached within

s of the rostrum while

P 2, s

¢ meeting at in
Sadar thana.

A clash took place. be-
tween the protesters, identi-
fied as members of Awami
League-backed Chhatra
. and activists of ruling
Jatiy-
-Irhirh
men in-

parly s stud

l.'l hl. I

are Habibur Rahman
Habib of the Ajker Kagoj,

See Page 12 col 8
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Awanu Lt‘d[.{llt Ettl‘l.l*-l-u tnuugln out o hLuL ilag procession L.+ and police lobbed tear gas shells on lhe procession (R) at Mnhuml in Feni durmg anu- Minister
Zia's election meeting yeaterday

Begum Khaleda
— Star photo

Antl-electmn vmlence

Dist EC, BNP offices
burnt,.37 including
magistrate hurt

By Staff Correspondent

A district election com-
mission office was burnt and
at least 37 people including a
magistrate were injured in
anti-election violence at dif-

- ferent places of the cnuntry

yesterday.

Most of the vuter 1D
cards, voter lists and other
documents were burnt when
some masked armed men
disarmed the night guard,
poured petrol and torched
the district Election Com-
mission office at Chuadanga
town in the early hours of

o Eﬁ'ulna. hand bombs

were blasted in front of the
Election Commission office

and_ the mqug uf five
didates. 1

eén es. "
In Chittagong, at 1east 20
including a magistrate
and a police man were in-
ured in a series of bomb

lasts in different parts of the

Fire victims unfed, no relief yet

S e e .

A helpless wudn_, who lost all her belongings
when her house was gutted in the devastating fire

at
day.

Kamalbagh Tuesday, sitting on the ruins yester-

— Star photo
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COMMERCIAL SECRETARY

no casually was re

H

By Staff Correspondent

Many of the fire victims
remained unfed yesterdayv.
even 24 hours alter a devas-
tating fire left more - than
5.000 people homeless at
Kamalbagh near Soarighat in
the old city.

ht the local makeshilt
cam sel up by voluntecr
yout a of the locality, hun
dreds of victims of the fire
mostly mothers with chil-
dren were co ain that
they had not had any all
day. Till yesterday no gov-
ernment aid reached the af
lected people. locals sanl
adding Phnt neither did an
government official visited
the place.

Meanwhile. till yesterdav
rted n
the big fire which gutte!
around 700 bamboo huts and
more than 50 small scale i
dustries in Kamalbagh area
Tuesday evening. police and
organisers of the camps said.

"Although it was heard on
Tuesday night that some
children were missing (ol
luwlnﬁ the fire but the par
ents have found them later
said Moslem Miah. one of the
camp organisers, yesterdayv
evening.

Inside one of the camps
set up in the Hafez Kamalud-
din Primary School, a one
room premises, women and
children said that the fire
had degtroyed all thefr be-
longi

"We left our homes and
jumped into the Buriganga

See Page 12 col 8

3 vehicles burnt,
a dozen more
damaged 1n city
By Staff Correspondent

At least three vehicles

| were burnt and a dozen more

damaged at Gulistan and its
areas in the city by
unidentified people yester-
Witnesses alleged. the vio-
lence was linked with the
nngning anti-government aLh
13

A government staflf bus
waiting in front of the GPO
was set ablaze by unidentified

le at around 2:30 :
the Fire Brigade officlals.

The fire was put out the
fire fighters and the local
people before it could de-
stroy the whole bus.

Besides. a BRTC double
decker town service bus was
set on fire at Gulistan cross-
ing at about 2:45 pm. The lire
was extinguished by
people before the fire fight-
ers could reach the venue,

! Fire Brigacde sources added.
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And that’s not all. Every account holder will get :

A Free Moneylink or Ladylink ATM Card- ensuring 24 hours
cash withdrawal service from our Automated Teller Machines
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Enquire at :

Motijheel
Banani

rt city. Bombs were also
urled at the residence of a
leading BNP candidate in the
city.
tJIIr"l‘hi!: district BNP office
was set on fire in My-
mensi while clashes and
injuries were also reported
from Sirajganj and Jhenidah.

Qur Staff Correspondent
from Chittagong reported
that sporadic bomb blasts
rocked the port city while
about 20 persons including a
magistrate and a policeman
were injured yesterday. ac-
cording to witnesses and po-
lice sources.

The injured persons were

‘rushed to hospitals and clin-

ics.

The residence of |
MP and BNP candidate [rom
Chittagong-8 constituency
Amir Khosru Mahmud
Chowdhury came under bomb

See Page 12 Col 4
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Refrain from

polls, Hasina
urges DCs

Awami League r_‘hlEI'*
Sheikh Hasina in a letter to
the Deputy Commissioners
has asked them not to be a
party to the contentious
February 15 parliamentary
election, reports BSS.

"You are not the employ-
ees of the ruling party but of
the Republic. ! call uporn you

lo refrain from getting in-

volved with the one-party
farcical election hﬂng held
against people’'s will,” Hasina
said in her letter, dated
February 3, to the chief exec-
utives of district administra-
tion.

DCs have been customarily
appointed Returning Officers
in the ensuing election.

See Page 12 col 6

25 hurt as JCD
workers attack
police in N'ganj

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGAN.). Febh 7. At
least 25 people were injured
when aclivists of pro-gov-
ernment JCD allepgedly at-
tacked police personnel re-
turning to the town after ar-
resting three JCD workers
with illegal weapons.

Police said, the attack was
made at about 1 pm near the
Killerpur, about one kilome-
ter from the town, after they
arrested Shamsul Alam, Likan
and Abdur Rahman and re-
covered two foreign-made
revolvers and three rounds of
bullets from their possession.

When the team of the de-
lective police was returning
to the city. some 20 JCD

 workers altacked their vehi-

cle. they said.

The police said the at-
tackers also set off about 15
hand bombs and fired several
rounds of shots.

In ]‘Etl.ll‘ﬂ.lthﬁ police fired
into the air and sped off to
Shiddhirganj thana.

Then. enraged JCD work-
ers damaged 15 buses and
other vehicles. and assaulied

the passengers.
.road mmication

‘between Narayanganj and

Demra remained- suspended
for three hours.

Four people were hosni-
talised.
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