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WC cricket
hive on
Star TV

The Hong Kong-based
STAR TV networ will
broadcast 37 matches of the
cricket World Cup, which be-
gins later this month, offi-
cials said Tuesday, says a
press release.

The m;:t;lmmcl ?rill broad-
cast 4 ours ol program-
ming, 224 of them live, STAR
TV officials said in Bombay.

A familiar face on STAR
TV and lead cricket anchor-
man, Sunil Gavaskar, will
head a team of a:eerl com-
mentators for the World Cu
which include Ravi Shastri.

Richie Benaud, lan Chappell. |

Greig. Danny Morrison.
lan Smith, Grant Nesbitt,
Tony Cozier, Michael Hold-
ing, Robin Jackson, Mike
Haysman, Lee Irvine, Iftikhar
Ahmed and Asif Igbal.

And for the first time in
the history of the STAR TV
Network, Hindi commen
will be available for the
broadcast of the World Cup.

Gene Swinstead. manag-
ing director, STAR TV India
says, "It was four years ago
when STAR TV first caught
the eyes of Indian television
viewers when the 1992
World Cup from Australia was
broadcast in its entirety. With
Iehs: than a week away from
t opening ceremontes to
the W‘Rlcaanr}d Cup 1996, we
are all looking forward to
first class cricket from some
of the finest players ever to
have graced the field. And
ST TV is delighted to

nt this hard-hi ac-
tion to millions of viewers
throughout Asia.”

Four years of anticipation
ends on Sunday, February
11th at 18:30 with live
coverage of the o cer-
emonies from Calcutta. The
first live cove match can
be seen from Ahmedabad,
India with England vs New
Zealand on Wednesday.

14th at 9:30 [BST)y

ST TV's World Cup
cove will be hosted by
Brian with help at

times from Jonathan
in-studio from Hong
Hindi commentators Syed
Kirmani, Madan Lal, Farokh
Engineer, Dr Krishna Srivas-
tava and by the one and only
mj? Sharma will Brian
onathan in the studio
for a pre-match show and re--
turn during the lunch break
for further analysis. Reports
from Sunil Gavaskar, who will
be on site at selected
matches, will also be incor-
into the telecast.
STAR TV will also air a
special World Cup ew
on February 13 at
0: (BST). As this pro-
Elnme title ol?ﬁlutu, it will
a frwlev e upcoming
Wo Cup. featuring inter-
views wi t.g cricket per-
sonalities in the world
their predictions of the
upcoming tournament.
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MANCHESTER, En&l-nd.

Feb 6: Manchester United

Alex Ferguson con-

on Monday he is

e Tk Fun .

er , reports
Reuter.

are interested in him and we
will have to see what devel-

Oops.

Fish, 21, who plays for
Orlando Pirates, was one of
the outstanding pla
the tourmament had a
posse of ' scouts and
agents watching his perfor-

He scored his first inter-
national goal in the -
nal win over a week
and has pla 17 times for

his country.
ile Brazilian In-
ternational Branco arrived in
d on Monday for talks
with Premiership Middles-

%ge' 3]-year-6ld World

Cup full-bac
cost a fee as he has bought
out his contract with Inter-*
nacionale back home, is keen
to join up with fellow coun-
tryman Juninho at the river-
ﬂdeJStadi;iun. .
"Juninho is v a

here and said heﬁuld m
me to come and play with
him,” said Branco after arriv-

ing at Heathrow yesterday |

‘W?ﬁyadtﬂhetherhe
“ -
fore in the national squad and
good friends, that is
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Not just live. Alive.

- LONDON, Feb 6. (Reuter):
The last time England played
one-day cricket on the sub-

continent,

Michael Ather-

ton's contribution was such

that

Manchester

he arrived home
having

in
read

more books than he scored

runs
da

Ehgland played " six one-
internationals against
India and two more against

i M

mained distinctly unsettled,
culminating in their disap-
inting tour to South Africa.
ut at least the selectors have
agreed on the most reliable
cure.

Atherton is the first name
on the English team-sheet in
every form of cricket, yet is
now Iironically t'ar.::ins a
tougher time in India, Pak-
istan and Sri Lanka than on
his previous vlﬂig.

e strain of propping up

a struggling team is a.ln:ndg
showing before the Worl

Cup starts. He admitted last

rc:kcnd that "It's haf;dﬂtu

eep on captaining a ng

side” and even hinted his in-

M ATHERTON

| 8ri Lanka on their ill-fated

1992-93 tour under Graham
Gooch, yet Atherton was
deemed surplus to his side's

reqi.llremcn

ts each time..

n the Test arena. 100.
England decided th
do without him.
omitted from the first two

could
e was

ternational career would be
m’] within ﬂuwm
can't see ]%?iq
for England or
33." he said. interna-
tional, circuit is an endiless
treadmill.” -
Now 27 — he turns 28 the
week after the final in Lahore

Tests against India, even in — Atherton deserves at least
Madras when Gooch was ab- one enjoyable World Cup
sent with food and memory In the coming
the tourin team were weeks.
soundly _bel en, to quoted He missed the last tour-
wisdom, byl"lmmandi nament in Australia and New
plate of prawns". | Zealand because of back
Through little fault of his surgery, and the previous
own, Atherton became a frus- competition in 1987 coin-
trated, figure, and cided with the Lancashire
Em mml.:}hfnlm er's 'frgnhmmmr‘lt
ambridge University.
of tour after Gooch h England's opening match
rﬂgli:: ltiome early. i :lllnlt Hew'mht;lmd on
hose queasy days, 14 us repre-
English fortunes have re- m;red World Cup de-

Aussie

Aot

ascendant

s

Lets make
betfes

PHILIPS

but and Atherton, not a natu-
ral supporter of the short-
ened game, is still looking
forward to aspects of the
challenge.

"It's the one place where
you still see kids playing in
gﬂrka and side-streets.

eyre mad keen and the
crowds will be immense.

"Our record's good. We've
reached three of the last four
World Cup finals. But in ohe-
day cricket anyone can beat
anyone.”

Even before his mammoth
185 not out in Juhanncuburg
in December, "lron Mike
rated among the world's
finest Test openers, and
there was also evidence of a

rowl one-day pedigree
fore the disappointing end
to the South African tour.

Prior to the seven-match
one-day series in the repub-
lic, Atherton had played only
25 limited-over internation-
als, around half the number,
for example, of his county
teammate Neil Fairbrother.

Yet his last two limited-
overs innings against West
Indies in the 1995 English
summer were 92 at the Oval
and 127 at Lord's, a memo-
rable first one-day interna-
tional hundred.

It took him 27 balls to get
off the fiark, but by the end
he was irresistible, hooki
Ian Bishop for si{x an
smacking the same bowler
high over extra cover in
time-honoured Caribbean
fashion.

He subsequently described
it-as "one of those days when
everything went t", but it
ennh]ednl%!u te:amﬂgtl; win the
one-day series 2-1 and estab-
lish a bl
manager Ra
followg in the World Cup.

That master-plan cur-
rently has a blurred look, but
the top-of-the-order batting
debate is now simply a mat-
ter of who will o along-
side Atherton, who average
4].86 in one:day interna-

tionals
Poulbﬂ -

11 to .

There is still the
ity of a lower-order "dasher”
being elevated to make the
most of the early-innings
fielding restrictions, and the
captain knows the road to
World Cup glory. will not be
straight forward.

nning the toss is not
the least of a one-day cap-
tain's duties, yet Atherton

knows from rience that
things can still go disas-
trously wrong for the suc-
cessful skipper.

"I remember the one-day
international at St Vinncent
in 1994, Geoff Boycott ad-
vised me to field, while a lo-
cal Rastafarian with a huge
spliff told me to bat while the
tide was out. | put West
indies in. and we lost by 165
nmns.”

provide the Australian team
with security normally re-
served for a head of
state and they have to
remain in the country only as

long as it takes to play the
:;?:-dny match on February

‘Sports minister S B Dis-
sanayake also to fly
out the Sri cricket

tummrﬂﬁhhmmllndutn
pll{\::hl scheduled practice
ma before the actual one-

day here.
Tﬂmﬂuﬂlrl"lﬂ Cricket
Board Monday pulled out of

iy
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ick Ewing (R),the New York Knicks'

star,intervenes

on a scoring attempt by Detroit Pistons' Don Reid
. during their NBA clash at Madisoir Square Garden,
New York, on Feb 5. The Knicks' won 97-91. _

— AFP/UNB photo

s remain adamant

the match In Sri Lanka. cit-
ing security concerns.

The bumh!n% occurred
just a few blocks from the ho-
tel here where the Aus-
tralians had been.scheduled

Lo stay.
Lankan Foreign Minister
Kadirgamar said the Aus-

tralians could stay in India or
the Maldives instead of
Colombo. .

Helicopters would fly
them from the international
airport to their hotel, 35
kilometres (21 miles)] away,
the dl{ of the match and t
route from the hotel to the
Premadasa Stadium would be
declared out of hounds.

The government was
planning blanket security
cover for the cricket
and the immediate nelﬁ:{-
bourhood while no specta
would be allowed to bring
parcels to the stadium.

The minister also warned
Australia that any attempt to
persuade other three coun-
tries scheduled to play here
— Kenya, West Indies and
Zimbabwe — to join the boy-
cott would be treated as a
"hostile act”.

Meanwhile, from Sydney,
Australia's Foreign Minister
Gareth Evans Tuesday denied
AustraHa was encouraging
other countries to boycott
World Cup cricket games in
Sri Lanka and expressed sur-
Frlu-: at a suggestion from
here that such action would
be treated as a "hostile act”.

Evans said Tuesday that
he was surprised by the
s of that on”.

A latest ACB statement
reaffirms the board's decision
not to allow its players to
compete in Sri Lan and
appeared to rule out any
c of compromise.

"A pro received from
Sri Lanka to transport the
Australtan team to the sta-
dium in Colombo by heli-

under maximum secu-
rity was considered and de-
clined by the ACB loday." t
ACB statement said.

Signed by ACB chalrman
Denis ers and chief ex-
ecutive officer Graham Hal-
bish, the statement said the
ACB would make no further
comment until PILCOM had
ruled on Australia's request
for the match to be moved to
another venue.

ueprint for England -

Bodyguards -

for Aussies

BRISBANE, Australia, Feb
6: Two bodyguards watched.
over the Australian cricket
team here Tuesday as they
trained before their Friday
departure for the World Cup
in India. reports AFP.

After death and bomb
threats in the lead up to the
World Cup, the Australian
Cricket Board has hired se-
curity guards to look after
squad members before they
leave for Calcutta.

Two guards, formerly
with the Australian Federal
Police, watched over the
training camp and while they
may have looked like distant
observers their duties were
far ter. |

e Australians are nor-
mally relaxed in their own
country but Tuesday the
cricketers left by the back
door of the Gabba Cricket
Ground. The two minders
i:ct;lecked all exits before they

Another security guard
was stationed in the
room door while the
tralians trained.

Team manager lan Mc-
Donald played down the extra
presence.

"I've got no gomment.”
McDonald said. "The thing
about security is you don't
talk about it.”

McDonald said

Aus-

the side

| must try to forget the secu-
-Tity concerns and concentra-

tion cricket, leaving tec-
tion up to the ‘pru

Several players looked
tense even tho most have
downplayed the worries
since the ACB decided not to
travel to Sri Lanka for their
scheduled opening World
Cup :against Sri Lanka on
February 17.

Benjamin
belongs to
Hampshire

LONDON., Feb 6: West In-
dian fast bowler Winston Ben-
jamin has told Hampshire he
will fulfill his contract as
their overseas player this
summer, reports Reuter.

Benjamin, sent home from
last year's tour of England for
disciplinary reasons, was
omitted from West Indies’
squad for the World Cup
starting on February 14.

But Hampshire's com-
mercial manager Mike Taylor
saild Benjamin has been in
touch with the county to re-
assure them that he will re-
port for pre-season training
under new captain John
Stephenson.

“Winston's had a few prob-
lems and now appears to be
totally out of the picture with
the West Indies.” said Taylor.
‘But he is halfway through a
contract with us and he in-
tends to see it out.

"He has been playing for
the Leeward Islands was
disa nted to be left out of
the West Indies World Cup
squad. He now sees Hamp-
shire as his main outlet for
cricket which could make
things interesting.”

Hollanders
riding high

. NEW DELHI, Feb 6: Dutch

Davis Cup captain Stan Fran-
ker on ng predicted a
5-0 whitewash of India in
their worild up first round

tie in Jaipur this weekend,
reports . :

“We are aware of India's
good record against strong
countries in the Davis Cup.
but we hope for a 5-0 result.”
Franker said, soon after the
team's arrival for the Febru-
ary 9-11 tie at the Jai Club
grass courts.

“We have not played on
grass for some time, but the
world class players in our
ranks should not find it diffi-
cult,” the coach said.

World number 11 Vichard
I'{.rhn 1l+t:|:k leads ﬂ;fl t?yutch
challenge. support Jan
Siemerink and the crack
doubles combination of Paul
Haarius and Jacco Eltingh, all
ranked below 30,

Krajicek said he had re-
covered from aback injury
;Ind was looking {umhwr to

ng on grass. " grass
ﬁu]?h:u ;I;:dutheu. I_It
a outing for

us,” he said.

The squad arrived here
armed with mineral water
and have hired a special cook
and a private security agency
for their week-long stay in
Jaipur, the capital of the
western state of Rajasthan.

India’s hopes rest again
on Leander Paes. who upset
Croatian Goran Ivanisevic
during the world p play-
off clash here in ember.
India won the tie 3-2.

Paes, who was forced to
miss the Australian C)gen
after about of malaria, said he
was short of match practice.
But he hoped to give the
Dutch a tough fight.

"The Netherlands are our
toughest opponents in a

time, because all their four
s are ranked high. But 1t

la

Il not be a cakewalk for
them." said the 22-year-old
Paes, a self-confessed Davis
Cup addiet.

match the organisers are

. of these two teams, but South

. Karachi.

e
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NEW DELHI, Feb 6: A se-

nior Indian cricket official

raised the prospect on Tues-
day that. wpnrld Cup organis-
ers could sue Australia and
West Indies if they failed to
Elay scheduled matches in
ri Lanka, reports Reuter.

"All sponsorship contracts
have an in-built clause which
reduces the payment (by

nsors) if an
played,” the official, who is a
member of the Pakistan-In-
dia-Lanka Committee
(PILCOM), told Reuters on
condition of anonymity.

"If any country skips any

empowered to seek d es
to compensate for the losses,
though we are not talking
mu this at the moment." he

The teams were bound by
contract to pay except where
matches suifer on account of
natural calamities, the official
said. '

His remarks came after
Australia and West Indies
sought a change of venue
from Sri Lanka.

The organisers stand to
lose sponsorship money if
any of the 37 matches is not
played, but each of the 12
participating teams has
signed a contract promising
to eglﬂ all matches sched~
uled, the official said.

The PILCOM official said
the losses for each match
would run into millions of
rupees. |

From New Delhi: South
African cricket boss Ali
Bacher on Tuesday hit out at
Australia and the West Indies
for refusing to play World Cup
matches in Sri Lanka, saying
his team would not have
taken the extreme step.

"l understand the actions

Africa would not have pulled
out if they were scheduled to
lay in Colombo," the Press
st of India (PTI) quoted
Bacher as saying.

Bacher said the South
African team, which has been
drawn to plalt)y all its league
matches in Pakistan, is not
concerned about playing in
the strife-torn port city of

Meanwhile, Kenya. mak-
ing their first ever World

Cup appearance, confirmed
they will go to Sri Lanka to
play in dy on March 6.

saying it was their moral duty
to honour past commitments.

"The organisers have
worked hard for the event,
and it was the moral duty for
others to take part and play

)

“Tuesday.
Wl:ze Sri Lanka's largest

cricket match here saying

match is not |

Furore over the freak

they had “chickened out” of

the %EIIIIE

"Shame, Shame, Shame,
said a headline in the
English-language Daily News
about Australia’'s decision not

at whichever venues the or-
ﬁlﬂl’ﬂﬁl‘l had dawn u arii]-naf‘ll
Shah said mﬁbu on

newspaper roasted Australia's to play their opening match
cricketers on Tuesday for in Colombo. i
pulling out of their World Cup "Obviously the Australian

cricketers are making the
bomb blast their excuse not
to come,” the state-run
newspaper said.

"Bul to even the deaf and
the blind and the rabid
Aussie supporters it is obvi-
ous that they have chickened
out because of their dirty
tactics used against Sri
Lanka in the recently con-
cluded series,” it said.

From Rawalpindi, South
African cricket captaiti Hanst
Cronje sald Tuesday he was
satislied with the security ar-
rangements for the World
Cup tournament.

Cronje said he was puz-
zled by both Australia and
West Indies decision not to
Flay in Srl Lanka saying they
eared for their safety.

' Cronje said they made the
wrong decision.
"We would have loved ta
lay in Colombo. We love Sri
1ka,” he said. "We were
‘there in 1993 and had a fan-
tastic time ... we do not have
any fears playing there.”
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ISLAMABAD, Feb 6: Pak-

istan's skipper., Wasim
Akfram, whose deadly swing

e

has already earned him a g

lace in Pakistani cricket Inzamam
olklore, is all set to go for KARACHI, Feb 6: Pak-
the cricket World Cup, re- | istan's prolific batsinan Inza-
ports AP. - | mamul Haq is likely to leave

"We are more keen than
any team to win the world ti-
tle," says the left-handed

aceman. It was partly
am's feat that won Pak-
istan the World Cup in 1992

for London within a eouple of
days for treatment of a knee
problem as the World Cup

- competition draws near,
team manager Intikhab Alam
«said Monday. ° ®
him

final against : d. "His knee is troubling
Fnurrara ater, Pakistan | but [ cannot tell vou what

is ex ing similar heroics sort of problém he has", the

from him. manager told AFP from La-

" Akram also has the dis-
tinction of claiming two hat-
tricks, both earned in the
desert sands of Sharjah.

The 29-year-old Akram
warmed up for the World Cup
by capturing 19 wickets in
Pakistan's domestic Wills
Kings Cup, leading his Pak-
istan International Airlines
side to the title.

hore. where the Pakistan
'| team is training.

' ‘Inzamam will definitely
be back in the squad and play
in the World Cup." Intikhab
said, adding "he is our lead-
ing batsman and a consistent
scorer.”

Inzamam, 25, was also
troubled by the knee problem
during recent tours of Aus-

. "It's a perfect for me | tralia and New Zealand.
on the eve of the ‘&I:gld Cup,” He has been prescribed
he said. "I'm perfectly tuned | cycling and swimming and

up for next month's tourna-
ment.” “

"I'm fully satisfied with my
form and am now really look-
inﬁlfnrward to the World Cup.
which I hope to make the
storybook tournament of my
career.” -

physiotherapists have report-
edly advi a diet for the tall
batsman, often criticised for
putting on weight,

A veteran of 96 one-day
internationals since his debut
in 1991-92, Inzamam has
3.307 runs to his credit. "
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Cricket World Cup Quiz '96

3. Thind Prize (3Nos) : Tubo
Bass. Price Tk 5500.00 sach

2 Second Prize : 14" Powervision
Colour TV. Price : Tk 15,550.00

y Ltd

Official Liconsss of PMILIPS Electronics M.V ‘ol Lighting progucts, Redic and TV Sets.
Competition Information and Rules

Information

3. Participants are to put a tick |¢] mark in the box
the correct answer to the question A persem

A, Uip Duily Ster - Philips World Cu is aseriesofl 2
MCMMHFI:INW Cu ﬂrﬂ.m . may send as many entries as one pleases.
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from ‘March 15. : - t : ticipant’ . !
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tions the prizes will be as follows:

Powervisiel 21" Colour TV
Powervision 14" Colowr TV
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i

must bear the date and signature of the participant.

All entries must reach the office of T Thily $tar on or
before the closing date marked on the entry form.
Envelopes of entries mus( be clearly marked "Star Quis 1°
or “Star @uls 2° as ‘In case may be. Entries may be
hand delivered or sent by post Lo The Dally Star, House
No: 11, Road Neo: 3, Dhanmand! R/A. Dhaka: 1208,

Entries will be placed i) a sealed box for the hucky
draw. to be held in public in preaence of invited guests
and Quiz participants, if any, on a notified date

1st Prise Powervision 29" Colowr TV

2nd Prize Pewervision 20" Colows TV 7. Winmers will be decided on the basis of corvect

Srd Prize (three nos] CD Player entries drawn out from the box.
B T Doily Star authoritiss, in their absclute discretion,
C ﬂrmﬂhﬂu as per rule, for all the above prises. reserve the right tn.ar::lrnd_ modify or ni:‘.'m'?:ulc any of
have to be borne by the winners. : the above rules and/or change or reschedule any and
D. MNames and addresses of all prize winners will be all dates of the Quiz competilions under any

hﬂnhh.miﬂh:‘ circumstances.
thetr prizes from The Duily Ster after
: niles instn

satisfactory authentication of thetr identity 9. All participants agree to abide by all rulesinstructions

and guide- iines as may be issued frao tme 10 ime by

; . ..ﬁll - The Dily Sar Participants’ =ntry i the Qv iz competition
Residents of Bangladesh rligible to shall be construed as their re Live agree o to all
n Dily St - Philips World {.‘uplgn:. m_-twﬂ’ such rules, instrections H“mm;:rn e

immediate family members shall not be eligible to 10. Any decision of The Tisily Star tn the comdurt of the Quiz
participate in the Quiz competition . mwmulm[ﬂﬂtﬂlrﬂ the answers selected as correct)

1 are o cut th II'IMII l“ . hl'ﬂﬂ'l'l!ll.'dﬁlﬂi arvd Hmm‘ﬂ“ pll“h‘im
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form printed in Photocoptes or . mannef alsocver
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Entries close on 17-2-96]

Read the information and rules carefully. Tick (V) the correct answer

|
| : _ . s
| 1 The final of the 1975 World Cup was held on June 14 [ ] June 21 [ | Juue 27 [ ]
: 2 The 1979 World Cup was won by Australia England | |  West Indies
| &  The man-of-the-match in the 1983 final was M. Amamath [ | S Gavasker [ | Kapil Dev | |
: 4 The 1987 World Cup final was held in Bombay Calewtta [ | Lahore
| 8  The highest scorer in the 1992 final was Oraham Gooch lmran Khan Javed Miandad
: a ht&lmmm.mﬂhuh Grant Flower D Houghton Andy Flower | |
| 7  Dangladesh has been participating in the ICC Trophy since 1978 i) 1977 [ | 1979 [ |
|
| aDDWESS s i
|
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