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NEWS BRIEFS

22 arms seized

The law enforcing agen-
cies recovered 22 arms, 46
ammunition and 12
sives on the 48th day ycﬁttrr
day in drive for recovering

illegal arms ‘and ammunition

to ensure free and fair Jatiya
Sangsad elections. The law
enforcing agencies., on the
E;stliz nd; information supplied
aw and order

vation cell at the EE::E
Commission. arrested 355
persons on charges of in-
volvement in various offences

including possession of illegal |

arms during
ports BSS.
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DAMASCUS, Feb 6: US
Secreta of State Warren
Christopher arrived in Syri
today for talks with t
Hafez al-Assad on how to ad-
vance Syrian-Israeli peace
talks, officials said. Christo-
pher, who was welcomed on
arrival ;::jy foreign minister
Farouq Shara, came from
Israel ‘P-"ht'!":E he had similar
talks with Prime Minister
Shimon Peres and his foreign
minister Ehud Barak, reports
Reuter.

the period, re-

UNITED NATHONS, Feb 6:
Iraq and the United Nations
opened closed-door talks
here today aimed at ajluwing
Baghdad to expert limited
?llﬂﬂtlﬂl"s of oil in return for

od and medicine for the
sanctions-hit Iraqi people,

reports AFP.
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Hartal called to protest visit

Dais for PM's meeting

Prime Minister and BNP
chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia begins her final round of
electioneering today with a
two-day visit to Feni amid an
Opposition call for hartal in
the district in protest.

position activists yes-
terday dam the dais
erected for the Prime Minis-
ter's public meeting at
Dagonbhufya where one rul-
ing party activist, Syed
Ahmed, was injured in a
clash.

Stray ‘incidents. of anti-
election violence elsewhere
in the country included at-
tack on candidates, clashes
and damaging of campaign
offices leaving about 20 peo-
ple injured.

An independent candidate
Ashraf Muhit Soyef from
Moulvibazar-1 constituency
withdrew from the race on

the day.

Star Report

In Feni. the Awami league,
Jativa Party and Jamaat-e-]s-
lami held separate rallies yes-
terday protesting the Prime
Minister's planned visit and
killing of an alleged O si-
tion activist, Nasiruddin, on
Monday in a clash between
pro- and anti-election cam-
Eai gners. Nasiruddin was

uried at his village home
yesterday.

Our correspondent said

last night that a tense situa--

tion was prevailing at Feni
town where tight security
measures were taken for the
PM's visit.

The Prime Minister. con-
testing from Feni-1 and Feni-
2 constituencies is scheduled
to address 18 meetings in

the district and stay
overnight in the district
town.

In Dhaka city. pro-election
activists attacked a nursing

damaged in Feni

home when the employees
protested setting up of a
polls campaign camp rluse to
it.

Employees of the City
Nursing Home said the at-
tackers damaged some furni-
ture, assaulted some of the
employees-and pelted brick-
bats.

None was, however,
rested, they alleged.

UNB news agency re-
ported from Chittagong that a
ruling party candidate from
Chittagong—1 [(Mirersarai)
came under bomb attack
during his election campaign
at Baniatila in Mirersarai
thana vesterday. )

Police said the jeep of
BNFP candidate Obaidul Haq
Khandaker was badly dam-
F,t:d when a group of anti-

ection activists hurled sev-
eral homemade bombs at the

See Page 12 Col 3
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set up an election c&mp beside it.
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Unidentified pﬂhtlcal activists ransacked a prwate medical clinic in the mtv yester{i av after thev were not allowed to

— Star photo

By Staff Correspondent
A devastating fire gutted - under Lalbagh thana while
around 500 huts hun- the bigger part comes under
dreds of people homeless in Kcra j thana. police said.
Kamalbagh area near %E units of lhl_' fire bri-
Soarighdt in the old part of rom its headquarters,

the city ¥esterday evening.
ttﬂ!l:ﬂnf;m? was repurted

of this report late
last night.

However, witnesses sai
that dozens of people wer
dtupet&a-t:#tjﬂ find out their
s0nNs s or parents in
the affected area near Go-
nimiar Hat.

The fire broke out due to

an electric short circuit, fire
Some

aﬂﬁ."‘ﬁﬁhﬂm
sparks in an duutr ;r
lormer on a uut
which later enguil'ed lha
whole area within a very
short time. The extent of
dam could not be known
im ately.

More than 50 small indus-

tries like rubber, plastic, toy
and shoe factories were also
the inferno. A

affected area is

affected
portiomr of t

adar Ghat. Palassey and Mo-
hammadpur rushed to the
spot. The firefighters took
more than two hours to bring
the blaze under control.
However, the firemen were
still continuing their o
tion to utnﬁ the smﬂul
smoke till filing of this report
last night. police and fire
service sources said.
Meanwhile, the police
started enquiring about_per-

‘sone-miteing i the fire by

announcing through loud-

speakers in the area asking
people to contact officials if

any they knew was miss-
The single room houses.
about 15 fg t by 20 feet in

size, were the houses of low
income groups, police and
witnesses sai
A puh-:-ﬂnan of Keranigan|
Sec Page 12 col 7

Striptease’ at World
Cup sparks off row

CALCUTTA., Feb 6: The
crisis-hit cricket World Cup
pitched itself into another
row with politicians nming
planners of its openi
emony here to avoid vu
during the celebrations at the
Eden Gardens, AFP.

The aliticilans and
cricket

Gianfranco Lunetta, master of
ceremnnﬂ ies for Mﬂﬂd

'S on ., Dot
10 Tkl weatanhood by hav.
ing former Miss Universe,
Sushmita Sen, remove flags
from her costume during the
event.

Protesters today said Sus-
hmita's plans to give scarf-
sized flags to the captains of
the attending teams would be
a virtual 'undressing’ before
millions of fans and television
viewers wor * and have
demanded Lunetta scrap the
number.

Sushmita,

Miss Universe
in 1994 is billed to remove
the flags from her outfit and

them to teams from In-

P kistan., Sri
ﬁ] Kenya, Australia,
erlands, New Zealand.
Suulh A.frt-:a West Indies,
United Arab £mirates and
Zimbabwe

India's ruling Congress (1)

m. in ition in West
o al of ich Calcutta is
the state al. has opposed
Lunetta’ lc‘f“na to have the
20-year- u!d Sushmita per

form at the World Cup grand

opening at Eden Gardens.
See Page 12 Col |

ia Lanka.

500 huts gutted |
in old city
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Pry teachers .urge
govt to relieve
them of polls duty

Bangladesh Primary Tea-
chers’ Association yesterday
urged the government to
relieve the primary teachers
of election duty on February
15 on security grounds, re-
ports UNB.

A resolution adopted at a
special emergency meeting
of the central executive
committee of the association
said the authorities had nei-
ther arranged security neor
any compensation for the
primary teachers assigned for
polling duty.

"Primary teachers are the
employees of the Republic.
Primary teachers cannot be
used to serve any party inter-
ests,” said the association ap-
fnrrhendmg outbreak of vio-

ence centring Februar}r 15
olections < - >

The }_.U"n.f_.tll'llll.“_lli had ear-
lier issued a circular asking
the primary teachers to re-
main at their respective
workplaces from February 10.

The association referred
to the main opposition
partv's call for government

officials and employees, in-
cluding teachers, not to join
the elestion duties

Transfer of
Manzur murder

case ordered

The High Court h}r an
order issued yesterday trans-
lerred the court in the trial
of Manzur murder case

inst deposed President

ussain Muhammad Ershad
and four retired army offi-
cers, following a petition
filed by one of the accused,
reports BSS,

The Court division of
the Supreme Court ¢ s-
ing Justice Badrul Islam
Chowdhury and- Justice

Muhammad Assaduzzaman hy

an order in the criminal mis
cellaneous filed by Ma}ar
(retd) Kazi Emdadul Haq
of the co-accused in the
Manzur murder case, trans-
ferred the session case in the
court of M Abdus Salam. dis-
trict and sessions Judge,
Dhaka to any other compe-
tent court of sessions for trial
ol the case. )

Advocate Mahbubur Rah-
man moved the J:retltlnn on
behalf of Kagi Emdad

The order was passed as
deputy attorneys genera)
Hassan Arif and Amirul Kabir
Chowdhury. moving on hehalf
ol the state. conceded to the
Fq titioner s prayver for trans-
er without contest through
an affidavit.

See Page 12 Col 3
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36-pt polls manifesto announcéd

The ruling BNP said it will
not extend the 25-year Indo-
Bangla treaty u n its expiry
and rul:d out t
of allowing transit and port
facilities to India if it is voted
to power again, report agen-
cies.

“It will not be extended ....
people do not want it to be
extended.,” BNP Secretary
General Barrister Salam

l Talukder said of the Indo-

Bangla treaty, a sensitive po-
litacal 1‘.-;-;5111: r’.:‘hc Treaty of
Friends an Coomtkm

pires next year.
Announcing BNP's elec-

tion manifesto at the party
central office here yesterday
afternoon just 9 da
the election scheduled for
February "1 5. he also said that
BNP, il it retains power.
would do its best to realise
the country’s due share of the
Ganges waler.

pussiht!u :

e

before -

Asked about BNP's 1991
election commitments, like
separation of judiciary, from
the executive, scrapping of
black laws and autonomy for
radio and TV, Talukder sald
"It is not pnssihlf: to keep all
the commitments.”

He said BNP dig not take
back the bill brought in Par-
liament for separation of ju-
cﬂcia? from the executive, it
would have been passed if
Parliament was there.

Talukder said the Special
Powers Act of 1974 could not
repemted Mite (o lack of
lmesand opportunity and
sidetracked the issue of au-

tonomy for radio and televi-.

sion.

The BNFP Sen:rr:tar Gen-
eral hoped that hi-a party
would win the electian and
voters' tumout would be near
last election's turnout of 53

cent.

He told a questioner that

Lhe

BNP won't renew 25-yr
treaty with Delhi

legitimacy of the election
does not depend on who is
tal:ing part in the election or
not.

In this confext, he said
arliament elected
through the 1986 polls func-
tioned despite boycott of the
election hy thl: higgEEt politi-
cal party BNP.

He parried a question on
whether the next Parliament
would be short-lived as the
third and fourth parliaments
elected through the 1986
and !9B8. "People’'s partici-
pation will ensure the life of
the sixth parliament.," he
added.

Former Deputy Leader of
the House Prof AQM Badrud-
doza Chowdhury, Home Min-
ister Abdul Matin Chowdhury.
Information Minister Sham-
BNP

sul Islam,

leader

Chowdhury Tanveer Ahmed

Siddiqui and Nazrul Islam
See Page 12 Col 3
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NGOs back demand for polls

under caretaker govt

NGO leaders at a meeting
with the Awami yes-
terday expressed solidarity
with the demlnd for eiﬂ:
tions under a caretaker gov-
ernment, laﬂn that the na-
tiomal crisis will not be re-
solved through February 15
voting, re UNB.

A stable democratic atmo-
sphere is essential for remov-

mg y from the country,
e?; observed in the

Sheikh Hasina in the chair.
Addressing the leaders of
different non-governmental
organisations at a community
Hasina said
tical stability is not pou.'l
le without dqnmcra
industrialisation and devcl
nlrc aim!; possible
itical sta
"We ﬁlrd our ml:l:zt to
mt th; hnl:: -earned
racy, but the govern-
ment turned down our pro-

wit Rout

Awami League president

posals in this regard,” the
opposition leader told the

O leaders, adding “"this
ﬁo vernment .does not want
ourishment of democracy.
stabtlity. development and
transparency of the electoral

It wants to rig the elec-
tions. vote-stealing, and to
keep the way open for media
coup to win the elections, al-

Hasina calling upon the
N figures to refrain from

assisting this government in
« staging the "farcical elec-
tions."

e have already re-
wiich fa bagcotted by all op.
t all op-
position political b};}arlltg
whose results preset and
in which they will not be able
to make their cheoice. she
said.
Free and fair election is
not pessible under any party
government, there is no se-

: nnd

"Perera of the Caritas,

curity of voter's life under the
BNP government, Hasina said
citing the "Lalbagh killings"

r_!gged by-election of

h: NGO men rcon-
demned the "barbaric” police
action on the students of the
Jagannath Hall of the Dhaka
University and said this inci-
dent was a clear violation of

human ts.
Abdulljah Al Muti Shar-
fuddin of the Gano

Swakkharata Abhijan. Kazi
Farook Ahmed of the ADAB,
FR Mahmud Hasan of the
Gano Sahajyo Sangstha, JS
Dr
Salauddin of the BRAC, Ena-
mul Huq of the ASA and
Rokeya Kabir of the Nari Pro-
goti addressed the meeting.

Awami League leaders Ab-
dus Samad Azad, Amir Hos-
sain Amu, Tofael Ahmed,
and Matia Chowdhury at-
tended it.

Clinton ordered
to testify at
Whitewater trial

LITTLE ROCK (Arkansas).
Feb 6: President Clinton was
ordered yesterday to testify

at next month's Whitewater
trial for James and Susan
McDougal. his partners in a
tailed northern Arkansas land
deal. reports AP.

A lawyer tor Mrs McDou-
gal. whose ex-husband James
ran the failed Madison Guar-
anty Savings and Loan, said
last week that only Clinton
could offer testimony that
would clear his client.

Mrs McDougal is accused
of receiving a 300,000 dol-
lais loan that a former Little
Rock banker and municipal
judge, David Hale, says Clin-
ton pressured him to make,
Clinton, who has not been
charged, has denied it.

The McDougals and Gov-
ernor Jim Guy Tucker, who

See Page 12 col 6
Fitra fixed
at Tk 23

Fitra has been fixed at Tk
23 per head for the current
year, reports UNB,

The amount has been de-
cided at a meeting yesterday
at the conference room of.
the Islamic Foundation with
the Khateeb of ‘the Baitul
Mukarram National Mosque,
Moulana Obaidul Haque. in
the chair.

The per head amount of
Tk 23 as sadkatul fitr this
year has been fixed accordi
to the open market price o
one kilogram and 650 grams
quality ata (flour) in Dhaka
and adjacent areas.

Narazanganj incident
One of the missing

3 returns home

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Feb 6:

The people of the panic-
stricken Char Sayedpur vil-
lage have slowly to re-

turn to their homesteads to-
day. :

The villagers fled from the
village after a raid by the se-
curity forces Sunday night.

However, according to
witnesses, three jeeps and a
truckload of and BDR

sonnel again entered the
village in the evening today
and stayed there for about
two hours, ;Ercndlng fresh
panic in the

Meanwhile, lmlmu‘l Hugq.

| 32; one afthc three

persons
pickcd up by the security
personnel on Sunday night,
I'l"ll released early this mom-,
ng.

Imamul Huq. a truck-
driver by profession, alleged
that he was severely beaten
up during the detention. He
was not being able to sit-u
when talking to newsmen a
his residence yesterday.

He was blind-folded and.

| his hands and legs were tied

period when

up during the
of

he was under the cust
the security forces, he
ther all ;

According to Imam. two
other villagers. Abdur Rahim
and Yusuf Ali, are still being

detained.
People left the village in a

Editorial on page 4 !

haste when, the security per-
sonne! entered the village at
around 4:15 pm today and
took shelter in nearby Gu-

daraghat village,
During their two-hour
stay, the security personnel,

‘lﬂ‘lﬂl asked by the elders of

vﬂlg gave no reason for
thei urn to the village
again, witnesses said.

On his first visit to the vil-
ﬂr after the incidents, the

O found that at least 30
families were affected d
the raids, thana administra-
tion officiale said today.

No case has been rngir
tered in this regard so far

15% Special Discount

for Books/Book Stalls/
Book Publishers

To facilitate the Book Exhibition
and to promofé sales of books
The Duily Star offers you 75%
~discount on advertisements for
Books/Book Stalls/Book Publishers.
Now you can advertise in Pages
2 & 3 of our newspaper @Tk 100/-
per column inch (Instead of |
normal Tk 400/-). Rush your

bookings now. This special offer Is

- e

valid till 29 Feb. '96 only.




