ISLAMABAD. Feb 5: Pak-
istan was »ha down today by a
governnit it «alled general
strike to support a separatist

revolt in the Indian-ruled
art ol Kashmir, reports
uter.
Anti-India rallies were

held across the country and
in Pakistan-controlled Azad
(free) Kashmir. Protesters
burned efligies of Indian
Prime Minister P V Nara-
simha Rao in Islamabad and
some other towns. .
Officials in the Azad
Kashmir capital Muzaffarabad
said Indian troops fired
across a United Nations-mon-

itored ceasefire line at Ath-

mugam in Azad Kashmir's
Neelum Valley this moming,
wounding a young man.

Today's strike. an annual
feature in Pakistan for the

ast several years, follows
eightened tensions between
the two neighbours after an
alleged Indian rocket attack:
on a border town in Azad
Kashmir 10 days ago that
killed 20 people.

All government and pri-
vate o s, markets. indus-
tries and ports were shut and
there was no public transport
on roads as a mark of solidar-
ity with Kashmiri militants
fighting for independence or
union with Pakistan, wit-
nesses said. The country's
three stock exchanges were
also shut.

. In Islamabad hundreds of

demonstrators gathered out-
side parliament, carrying
banners reading: "Kashmir
will become Pakistan” and
"stop cruelties In Kashmir.”

5 killed

From Page 1
injuries while being taken to
Purnimagati Health Complex.
Abdur Rahman was admitted

to the health complex.
Police seized the lorry.

UNB says. a man was
killed and 16 others were in-
jured in separate road acci-
dents in Comilla district yes-
terday.

An unidentified passenger
died on the spot and seven
others were injured when a
Dhaka-bound bus fell into a
road-side ditch at Miabazar in
Chouddagram thana at about
2.30 pm.

Five of the injured weres-
admitted to Kalikapur Rural
Health Centre while one each
to Chouddagram Thana

Health Complex and Comilla

Sadar Hospital.

In another mishap, eight
BDR personnel of 17-rifle
Battalion of Comilla were in-
jured as their van dashed
against a road-side tree at
Dayarampur in Burichang
thana early in the morning.
The mishap occurred as the
driver lost visibility due to
thick fog. ’

Of the injured. sepoy
Towahai Marma was admitted
to the BDR Hospital in Dhaka,
Abu Syeed to Comilla, 250-
bed Hospital and six others
to a local BDR medical unit.

Besides, a teen-aged cycle
rider was =eriously injured
wher a truck hit him at Sua-
ganj in Sadar thana on Dhaka-
Chittagong highway at about 9

" HC rule

. From Page 1

stay of all further procee-
gings of the case till February
5.

A division bench of the HC
- comprising Justice Badrul
Islamm Chowdhury and Justice
Mohammad Asaduzzaman also
called for the records of the
trial court and comments
from Abdus Salam, District
and Session Judge, Dhaka on
the allegalions and the
averments made in the
petition field by Major (Rid)
Kazi Emdadul Haque, under
Section 526 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure.

Tiie rule was fixed for
hearing on February 26. .

Advocate Mahbubur
Rahman, counsel for the
petitioner, submitted that
the orders passed and
actions taken on August 16,
January 13 and January 25
last by the District and

Session Judge, Dhaka created,

‘enuine feeling and appre-
ension in the mind of the
petitioner that he would not
get fair and impartial trial
and justice from the present
court.

The defence counsel also
submitted that the trial court
on January 25 framed charge
against his client and former
president H M Ershad and
others without sufficient
nearing and without affording
consultation with his client
for which order was passed
by the judge himself on
January 13.

He also submitted that the
charge was framed in
absence of the defence
counsels who left the court
while their prayer on behalf
of the accused persons for
adjournment of the hearing
even on the grounds of the
petition under Section '526 of
the Code of Criminal
Procedure was rejected.

The defence counsel
further submitted that the
trial court framed the charge
under Section 302/109/201

and 34 of the Penal Code by *

hearing the Public Prosecutor
only and with the help of a
typed paper whic he
brought to the court alon

‘blood from volun

Shutdown in Pakistan |

to back Kashmiris

The crowd burnt Rao's ef-
figies and tried to break
th a police barricade.
but riot police prevented
them from surging towards
the Indian High Commission
in the nearby diplomatic en-
clave. : .

A small delegation led by
Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan,
chairman of a amentary
committee on Kashmir, was
allowed to deliver a protest
note to the Indian mission. .

The demonstrators later
went to Islamabad's sister
city of, Rawalpindi in trucks
and buses to attend a public

rﬂlll\;;al |

ice said small groups of
people burnt on main
roads.in Lahore, the capital of

Punjab province, where an al-
liance of Religious rties
mounted an anti-Indian

mEmitg'ht suspected
militants held
in Delhi

NEW DELHI, Feb 5: Indian

said today they had ar-
rested eight sus ed mili-
tants in capital New Delhi

and seized 59 Chinese-made
istols and six kg (13 Ibs) of

eroin.

A senior police official told
Reuters the eight, including
four Pakistani nationals, were
arrested at a guest house. He
said the other four were from
the northern Indian state of
Uttar Pradesh.

"We al_rc 1nvcsf1 ating the
source of supply (ol weapons
and drugs)... El;:: are lookin
at all options.” the officia
told Reuters.

A series of bombs have ex-
ploded in the Indian capital
over the past six months,
killing seven p%n&ﬂ: and
wounding nearly 100. =

Bomb blasts near
Bangla Academy

Several crude bombs ex-
ploded near the Bangla
Academy yesterday evening,
police said, reports UNB.

The bombs exploded on
the road in front of the
Academy just after iftar, cre-
ating panic among the visi-
tors in the book fair.

Sandhani

celebrates
19th anniversary

By Staff Correspondent 4

The Sandhani Blood Tra-
nsfusion Saciety, a leading
organisation W'Iﬂr
voluntary bl onation,
celebrated its 19th founding
anniversary yesterday. A dis-
cussion meeting was organ-
ised on the occasion by the

Sandhani Central Committee
yesterday afternoon at the

Dhaka Medical College.
It was addresszge by Dr

Kamrul Hasan Khan, Ruhul
Amin Mojumder, Dr Hasan
Shaheed Prof Dr Md Taher,
Zuhur Islam Baiji, Khondokar
Nurul Samad, Mahfuz Anam
and others. - :
Sandhani, founded and

run by student volunteers, .

aas branches in medical col-
leges across the country. Its
dedicated activists collect
donors
through various donation
programmes. ., _. -

All donated units of blood
are preserved and distributed
for transfusion free of charge.
However, a nominal fee is
charged for screening of
blood agairist transmittable
disease . such as hepatitis B,
Maluria, AIDS and other
STDs.

Last year, the Society
made available 30,000 bags of
blood for transfusion.

The figure, however, falls
far short of the amount re-
quired for transfusion annu-
ally. according to Dr Kamrul
Hasan Khan. - '

"About one and a half lakh
bags of blood are the annual
requirement. ' Currently, we
are unable to meet that de-

‘mand due to lack of blood

E]ags.“ Dr Khan told the meet-
g | .
Meanwhile, the Society's
sister organisation, Sandhani
Eye Donation Society, was
founded in 1984 with the ob-
jective-of promoting posthu-
mous corneal donation. It,
too, has branches in all the
medical colleges and is vol-
untarily run by medical stu-
dents and doctors. =
Since its inception, the
society has collected some
764 gorneas and registered
more than 24,000 future
donors, said its president,
Ruhul Amin Mojumder. -

One dies
From Page 1

son-in-law died.

Meanwhile, chairman Abul
Hashim in a statement al-
leged that army and police
were conducting raids on
Kumarpara, his village, ev-
eryday since February 2 and
terrorising the area.

Hashim, who is also a local
Awami Lea
complained that "some
goons" unleashed by SA
Khaleque, a BNP nominee for
February %5 election from
Mirpur constituency. were
also terrorising the local
people.

with him. iy .
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PUNISHMENT INDEED: A baby taxi driver was tied to
a tree near the Zero Point in the city by the traffic police
for violating traffic signals yesterday. The taxi driver
was humiliated in front of hémdreds of cufious on-

lookers for hours and later released.

Villagers beaten up

lagers alleged, the security

From Page 1

Star yesterday. said he was
not aware of the Char Syed-
ur incidents. The OC,
arayanganj thana, Nurul]
Alam, was also unaware of the
incidents. ¢

However, an official of the
Narayangar thana, on condi-
tion of anonymity, admitted
that he came to know about
the incidents.

When contacted, two offi-
cials of the army brigade
headquarters in Narayanganj.
advised this correspondent
to contact the ISPR in Dhaka.

.But no statement from the

ISPR was available till Mon-
day night. ..

During visits to the Char
Syedpur village today. a group
ol newsmen. including this

correspondent, found the
entire village wore a deserted

look as most of the panic-

stricken villagers ‘left their j

homes® for unlmoﬁm destina-
ld men and
women were found guarding
their ransacked homes.
 The Daily Star correspon-
dent also talked to a cross-
lagers who
narrated the stormy opera-
orces.
According to the villagers:
as part of the arms recovery
drive, a security team in

plainclothes raided the house .

of one Amanullah alias Gedu
Mia in ‘the village to nab a
gus terrorist . at around
:30 pm on Saturday.

__ They alleged that the se-
curitymen beéat up some vil-
lagers and, at one stage,
some security personnel
were manhandled.

The villagers -alleged that
_ ours of Sunday
the securitymen came in a
convoy of 23  vehitles
r and
conducted raids lor five
hours from 3.30 am. Du
the early morning swoop, vil-

“mates and

— Star photo

pe el ransacked at least
40 houses. beat up the in-

damaged house-
holds

The . vill s [urther al-
leged that the securitymen
went for raiding the houses
in the village indiserimi-
nately. During the raids. they
rounded up about 100 youths
and put them in a queue for
interrogation at the lotal

ferry ghat.
However, all the youths,.

~except three, were later re-
"leased. The three — Abdur

Rahim, 30, Yusuf Ali, 18 and
Imamul Haq, 32 — were re-
portedly picked up.

Talking to this correspon-
dent. Mansu;.ﬁli Matabbar
said his son Yusuf Ali was
beaten up and later taken
away by the securitymen.

"Narayanganj police did not
lake my complaint and |

could not know the where-
abouts of my son.” added
Matabbar.

Rashida Begum alleged
that her husband, Abdur
Rahim, was taken to an un-
known destination after be-

ing “seriously manhandled.
‘But | don't know the reason
why my husband was taken

ml-y;}ida B

Elﬂum.
worker of the family
department, alleged that two

of her sons — Faiz Hopssain
and Monir Hossain — were

beaten up indiscriminately
without any reason.

She said the villagers did
not have any objection fo
ndabbing the criminals, but

a field
planning

“asked why innocent people

should be wvictimised.

Ismail Hossain, a home-
opath. said he was afraid of
opening his chamber in the
village to the unusual sit-+
uation now prevailing in the
area.
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Polls should have been
- postponed : FBCCI

L]
The business community
yesterday viewed that the
lanined elections should
ave been postponed until an
understanding was reached
for a "fully participatory” polls
to avoid confrontation in fu-
ture, reports UNB.
The suggestion came *Dl‘Il
the business community
leaders while exchanging

views on the political situa-
tion during a meeting with
the leaders of the Awami

at its office in the
afternoon with party chief
Sheikh Hasina in the chair.

Meeting sources said- the
business communitys obser-
vation followed a request by
the Awami League president
for resisti the "one-party,
farcical elections” scheduled
for February 15.

"Come, let's unitedly forde
the government to stop the

elections {or holding a

free and fair voting under a

neutral caretaker govern-

ment for the interest of the

eople.” Hasina told the
sinessmen.

She said there will be no
peace for the business com-
munity if the election is held
on Fepruary 15 without the
participation of the country’'s

n F hman, the
President of the Federation
df Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI). said” the next elec-
tions would not ensure a po-
litical stability which is "so
vital” for economic develop-
ment.

"We are convinced that
the coming elections will not
produce the much needed
stability in the country,” said

Sit-in 1n front
of DU VC(C's

residence -
By DU Correspondent

The stuydents of Jagannath
Hall under the banner of Ja-
gannalh Hall Paribar staged a
sit-inn in front of the resi-
dence of the Vice Chancellor

terday protesting the fo
ice action and demanding
release of the studets still in
custody.

They

also boycotted

1 d

The students later held a
rally which was addressed by
Priotosh Roy Bhowmick,
Pankaj Suraj, Proloy Joarder,
Keshab: handra Shil.
Prosanta Bhusan Barua and
Subhash Singha Roy.

UK halts export
of Swedish
equipment
to Pakistan

STOCKHOLM. Feb 5: Bri-
tish officials have halted the
export of Swedish equipment
ordered by a Pakistani com-
pany suspected of aiding
Pakistan's nuclear program-
me, the Daily Svenska Dagb-
ladet reported on Sunday,
repurts AFP. ‘
~ The laser-measurin
struments were grdered last
vear from a Swedish firm,
whose name was not dis-
closed, and were exported

t

via London's Heathrow Air-
port.
According to the news-.
paper. British customs offi-
cials refused to allow the
equipment to be carried on a
Pakistan airlines aircraft alter
discovering they had been
ordered by Pakistani firm
Global Consultance.

The company was on a list

I of companies covertly used by

Islamabad to develop its

nuclear military programme,
'the newspaper adggr :

in-
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. Local' - Awami League.

Ja Party and Jamaat-e-Is-
lm::l??:ave called for the shut-
down from 6 am to 3 pm as

the Prime Minister is sched-

uled to arrive here on a. two-
day visit for election cam-

,Begum Zia, is ﬁunteuting
the ensuing parliament elec-:

tion frqgm Feni-1 ‘and Feni-2
constituencies. 2.
. Meanwhile, pro-Awami
League. Chhatra League ac-

tivists brought out a proces-
sion in the Feni town c -
igg black fl to protest the
Pfime Minister's planned

Another UNB report in
the capital said that Alhaj
Michbahur Rahman Chowd-
hury, President of Young
Muslim -Society and a candi-
date from - Dhaka-6 con-

" stituency, was assaulted by

anti-election campaigners in
the city yesterday.

Police said the anti-elec-
tion campaigners attacked a
meeting of the Society near
WAPDA gate at Mugdapara in

the evening. |
Michbahur, however,
managed to escape from the

venue with head injuries.

He is also contesting the
coming parliament election
from Moulvibazar-3 against
Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman.

Our Staff Correspondent
reported frem Sylhet: An
election projection meeting
of Shehabuddin, an indepen-
dent candidate from Sylhet-5
annstltutnc}r (Jakiganj-

ighat) was foilled by ac-
tivists of opposition parties at
Chotul Bazar in Ki;ar{alghat
yesterday. '

When Shihabuddin began
the public meeting, a group
of Opposition workers asked
him to stop. But he tried to
continue.

then snatched

“One killed in Feni clash

and d.amag:'d' the micro-

phones, ransacked the dais

The Election Commission

. office at Fenchuganj thana

unidentified

broke open the daors, ran-
sacked the office and ddam-
aged important documents.

. Another group of
anidentified people also
broke open the office of the.
Assistant
(land). Fenchuganf and dam-
aged some documents and

was ransacked by a group of
people. TFI)]E}?

furnitures.
' A case has been regis-

tered. :

Our correspondent re-
ported from Cox's Bazar:
ﬁbﬂlt 40 people including
two" policemen were injured
in clashes between act]lvists
of BNP and opposition parties
this evening at Court Bazar
station in Ukhia thana. |

One Opposition activist,
Md Shahjahan, was admitted
to the Rabeta Hospital with
hcad injuries.

The clash broke out
when an election procession
of BNP candidate Shahjahan

Chowrdhury was passing by an
opposition rally to resist the
election. =

The two policemen . Md
Selim and Goutam, were.in-
jured when police tried to
stop the clash. Later, police
were deployed on the spot. -

UNB adds from Pabna: An
independent candidate con-
testing the February 15 elec-
tion .from Pabija-5 {sadar)
constituency wifhdrew from
the race yesterday.

Abdul Mannan Khan, in a
press statement said he de-
cided not to contest in the

Ils at the request of his

ds in opposition political
parties.

He also informed the Dis-
trict Returning Officer about
his decision.

Commissioner

UNB adds from Sirajgan;j:
Opposition. activists attacked
election campaigners and
broke microphonds in some
places of the district yester-

Abdus Sattar Nazlee, a
candidate of Freedom Party
for Sirajganj-1 (Belkuchi-Ka-
‘markhand) constituenc{, was
chased by Opposition ac-

. tivists when he brought out

an election procession at
da:ztalihazar in. Kamarkhand

Anti-election demonstra- -

tors reportédly broke the
microphone being ‘used for
campaign for Ansar Siddiqui.
a former state minister and

BNFP candidage from Siraj- -

-6 seat, al Khan Kaulia
azar in Chouhali thana.

~ Opposition activists also
damaged microphones being
used for campaign for former
MP and BNP candidate from

‘Sirajﬁanjvﬂ [Ralganll-Tarash],

Abdul Mannan Talukder at
Chandaikona Bazar. o

Meanwhile, opposition
parties have vowed to resist
the election meeting for BNP
c?nﬂn:]iiid?gﬂ-?&ahidu ah Khan
‘a a iqui High School
-ground today. gs]

- State Minister for Forest
and Environment Gayrshwar
Roy is scheduled to address
the mgeeting. '

District Awami {.eague, in
a-press conference yesterday
announced a dawn-to-dusk
hartal in the town on Febru.
ary 11 to foil a planned visit
of the Prime Minister who is
a candidate from Sirajganj 2
seat. o

District Al general secre
tary Abdul Latif Mirza de-
clared the programme which
also includes black-flag
demonstration and wearing
of black badges to protest the
PM's electioneering tour.

the apex trade bhody chiefl,
leacing the business delega-
tion that comprised of lead

. ers of different chambers and

trade associations.

Replying to the request by
Sheikh Hasina, Salman Rah-
man. however. said a formal
decision for resisting the
general elections will require
a meeting of the FBCCL.

The CC1 chief observed
that the Opposition move-
ment :
failed to yield result because
"its (government's) biggest
strength was that it came
through a free and credible
elections in 199]°

Stressing the nted lor an
amicable solution to the cr
sis to save the nation. Rah-
man observed that the politi-
cians themselves would have
to resolve the problem as
was “their creation.

As the busine s comimu-
nity leaders were of the view
that political programmes
like hartal caused sufferings
to them, the Awami League
chief assured that no hartal
would take place if the gov-
ernment cancels the Febru-
ary 15 elections.

Difaka Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry presi-
dent Ali Hossain, Metropoli-
tan Chamber of Commerce
and Industry president Sam-
son H Chowdhury, FBCCI
vice-president Khandaker
Rashiduzzaman Dudu, Na-
tional Bahk chairman "Abdul
Awal Mintoo and business

- leaders Abdur Razzak Khan,

Sirajuddowlah, Benajir
Ahmed, M Yunus, Ali Azam,
Lutfar Rahman and Khan-

dakér Ruhul Amin also ad-
dressed the meeting.

Plan to restore

Jessore-Benapole

rail link

Rall communications in
the Jessore-Benapole sec-
tion, cut off since the Indo-
Pak war in 1965, are being
planned to be restored to
case congestion in Benapole

land pert. |

Sources in the Bangladesh
Railway told UNB that the
authorities wege going ahead
with a plan to revive the 36
kilometre section which re-
uires an estimated cost of

25 crore.

A Pm[]ect Concept Paper
(PCP) is being drawn up and
a summary on the project
would soon be sent to the
Prime Minister, sources said.

The idea of reviving the

. once-busy. Jessore-Benapole

section was mooted last year
during meetings ol an inter-
ministerial committee on de-
‘velopment - of le port.
The commitiee, headed by
the then Shipping Secretary
Waliul Islam, ‘was constituted
in the wake of crippling log-
jam in the land port. *

Mizan holds BNP
responsible for
any confrontation

By Staff Correspondent
Jatiya Party Acting Chair-
man Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury yesterday ex-
pressed his fears that the
countgy was heading towards
a state of confrontation and
said that the ruling BNP
would be responsible for this.
He urged the people to
stay away from the polling
centres and reiterated the
Opposition demand for res-
ignation of the Prime Minis-
ter to pave.the way for hold-
ing elections under a care-
taker government.
‘ The JP leader, while an-
nouncing his party's next agi-
tation g%qgrammc to resist
the February 15 elections,
also urged the candidates to
withdraw their candidature

through news s.
The JP unlm:m the of-

ficials and professionals not
to participate in the election
process and the Radio-TV au-
thorities to refrain from
broadcasting results of
“farcical” election. It also
urged transport workers not
to carry election materials,

Centra JP leaders
LRoushan Ershad. Barrister
Mdudud :Ahmed, Kazi Zafar
Ahmed were also present at
the press conference. .

Golam Azam for
non-cooperation
instead of
applying force

By Staff Correspondent

The Opposition parties
will not resist the election
with force but with the non-
cooperation of the people,
Jamaat-e-Islami chief Prof
Golam Azam said here yester-
day. ¢

He was aiinouncing at a
press coniference a five-day
agitation programme of his
rar[}r which include a 48&-
wour hartal on February 14
and 15 tu resist the election.

The Jamaat leader said
that postponement of the
glection was inevitable beca
use the people would reject
it and that the postponement
woilld not create a great
constitutional crisis.

He also urged the officials
antl professionals to refrain

from doing election duty
They will be identified as
"destroyers of veoting rights ot
the people” if they do 1t he
said

The Jamaat leader appea.
led 1o the officials and

emp.oyees ol the radio and
the TV 1o refrain from broad
casting results  of  the
“larcical” election

inst the government
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Israel to continue peace
talks with Syria

JERUSALEM. Feb 5: US Secretary of State Warren

Christopher and

Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres
ations with Syria even

pursue peace

pledged today to
Israel holds

early elections this spring. "No matter what will happen in
the country., we feel obliged to continue the negotiations
without interruption.” Peres said after two hours of talks
with the US envoy, reports AFP.

|

i

Anti-Russian protest
continues in Chechnya

MOSCOW. Feb 5: Russian
armoured vehicles advanced
towards a building in the
Chechen regional capital
Grozny where supporters of
rebel Jeader Dzokhar Dudayev
had been holding an anti-
Russian protest today. ITAR-
Tass news agency said. re-

Protesters blast
cocktails around

Dhaka Stadium

- By Staff Correspondent

Some unidentified people
hurled more than 20 cock-
tails while police lobbed sev-
eral tear s shells around
the National Stadium creat-
ing panic in the area yester-
day morning.

The violence started when

a ﬁroup of people was report- .
edly protesting the one-day

exhibition match ' betweén
the visiting British MCC and
Bangladesh 'A’ teams. wit-
nesses said.

The chase and counter-
chase between the protesters
and the police spread to
Bangabandhu Avenue., GPO
and Gulistan area, withesses
said. -

Traffic movement was dis-
rupted in the roads around
the stadium for about one and
a half hours. '

Show cause on EC
From Page |

the Election Commission fo
show cause withinthree days
as to why the acceptance of
lhe nomination paper of Za-
hir* Uddin Swapan, a BNP
nominee, by the Returning
Officer and the order of the
EC dated January 27 last re-
fusing the review of the said
acceptance should not be
declared as made without
lawful authority and is of no

legal effect.

A division bench of the HC
comprisin Justice Bi-
malendu Bikash Roy Chowd-
hury and Justice Md Abdul
Mannan, u a writ petition

filed by us-Sobhan, one of
the rival candidates of Swa-
pan, issued the rule nisi

The respondents in the
Eeutiun include the Chief

lection Commissioner,
Election Commissioner, Za-
hir Uddin Swapan, and the

Deputy Commissioner of.

Dr Kamal Hossain, chief
counsel for the petitioner,
submitted that Zahir Uddjn
Swapan being ¢n ‘admitted
facts the proprietor of M/s
Sun-Shine Enterprise, a con-
struction firm under the
Ministry of Education in Fa-
cilities Department, having
interest in a government
contract falls within the mis-
chief of Section 12 (1) (b) of
the Representation of People
Order, 1972.

It was said in the petition
that challenging the
candidature of ir Uddin
Swapan the petitioner filed
an application before the Re-
turning Officer, Barisal which
was rejected on January 18.

+ Thereafter, the petitioner
field a review petition before
the Chief Election Com-
missioner on January 20
which was fixed for heaﬂnﬁ
on January 22, but thou

the petition was ready for
hearing it was adjourned till
January 27 and the petitioner

received the order of rejec-

tion on January 31. the peti-
tion alleged.

- Bid to kill
- (Guatemalan
“president

GUATEMALA City. Feb 5;
Confusion reigned today in
Guatemala after the govern-
ment said a man tried to kiil
President Alvaro Arzu on the
eve of Pope John Paul's visit
but the a assailant's fa-
ther described the incident
as a tragic mistakes, reports
Reuter.

Pedro Aroldo Sas. a 24-
year-old Guatemalan. was
shot dead by presidential se-
curity men after officials said
he tried to ram Arzu and his
wife with a pickup truck
hours before tﬁe pontiff was

due to visit the central Amer-
ican country.

Hasina

From Page 1]

people’s voting rights.”

Hasima accused the gov-
crinnent of putting the army
and the law erforcing agen-
cies ‘face to face with the
people

She alleged that the BNF
was ‘using the army against
the opposition in the name
ol recovering illegal arins

The former Leader of the
COpposition in parbament
calledd upon the president to
{xul! back the army to the
arracks

AL leaders Abdus Samad
Azarl Abhdul Mannan General

Secrelary Zillur Rahman Ab
dur Rarzak Amir Hossaimn
Amu Tofaerl Alinwed and Mo
Bammad Nasim were precent

At thie TSNS iorilerene e

ports Reuter.

"In fonnection with an ag-
gravation in the situation in
the Chechen capital federal
forces’ armoured vehicles
Fave been moved up to the
ormer presidential lace,”
Tass sah? e

AP adds: The large anti-
Russian rally resumed today
as le gathered for a sec-
ond day to demand the im-
mediate withdrawal of federal
troops from their separatist
republic.

Up to 5,000 people
demonstrated in front of the
ruined presidential palace in
Grozny, ihe Interfax news
agency said. Many had arrived
in buses and cards from
other Chechen towns.

Protesters have hoisted
two greeg flags of Islam and
of the republic of Ichkeria, as
the ratists call Chechnya,
over the building. A ait
of rebel leader Dzhol Du-
dayev dressed in his military
uniform was hanging over the
entrance.

Occasional single shots

rang out and protesters
shouted "Allah bar" and
anti-Russian s through
loudspeakers, the ITAR-Tass
news said

WS agency -

Chechen police have not
interfered and sta 500
meters from the rally.

Slanghtered
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four children were Swapna
Rani Das. 8, Uttam Kumar
Das, 6, Madhab Kumar Das, 4,
and a one-month-old g?rl

child.

The neighbours broke the
door of their house open and
found all the five slaughtered.
Bhushan Das, h of Rani
Bala, had been missing since
morning.

Police, however, said that
Bhushan Das was in custody.

- JCD leader
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blamed the E;'ﬂh?:lllli of %hn—
tra League for-killin usa
but the BCL denied. %hhatrn
Dal in a press release alleged
that Musa was killed as part
of the anti-election activities
by Awami League and Chhatra

%c' Chhatra Dal held a

rally this evening in protest
against the killing of Musa
and demanded immediate ar-
rest of the killers.

CEC ftears
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e around the area.
e army will, however,
be kept postled at police sta-

tions. They will be given
wireless sets so that they can
rush in aid of civil adminis-
tration as and when needed
to bring situation under con-
trol. ere: will be mobile
force which will be patrolling
their respective areas.

Justice Sadeque noted
with anguish that major op-
position parties were not
participating in the coming
poll. He said it would have

n much better if they had
taken part in the fray.

In reply to a question
concerning mopping up of
unauthorised arms, the CEC
said bulk of arms had already
been recovered from unau-
thorised possessions. He also
noted with satisfaction that
most of the crimimals and
hoodlums had fled the coun-
try for fear of being arrested
by the law enforcing agencies
‘deployed to unearth unau-
thorised arms. e

He thought that it was due
to this operation that vio-
lence on the election day
would be far less than appre-
hended.

In reply to a question, the
CEC said n would be al-
lowed to rig the poll. "If a
ballot box remains empty,
that empty box will be re-
turned to the Election Com-

tain p

" mission. None will be allowed

to stuff the empty boxes as
were done in the past.”

He made it clear the
Election Commission is hon-
est and sincere in its efforts
to hold election freely with-
out any prejudice or pressure
from any quarters. He con-
cluded with a call tor all con-
cerned to cooperate with the
Election Commission for
smeoth balloting.

48-hr hartal
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Mizanur Rahman Chowd-
hury called upon the candi
dates 1o stav away from the
polls

CGrolam Azam called upon
the offivials invohed 1n the
election process nol to ¢
aperate

lLater.  explamimmg  the
mass curfew’” Al (hrgamsig

Sedretary Mobua®uad Nasan
saud] that the oo few worthd e
imposed by the peaple on the
pofling dav sc that mone goes
ot ol ther hotmies

It actuaby vrhicates the
IMtensity ot the oppesition
CATHDANYL agaiisl this gow

erruer M -



